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ACT To Empower Women Experiencing
Homelessness________________________________________________________

WHO EMPOWERED YOU?

Funding Granted by Kohl’s
Hometown Giving Program_________________________

HOMETOWN RETAILER HELPING
THE HOMELESS

 Who empowered you? Who inspires you simply by their commitment to uplifting oth-
ers? Maybe it is a teacher, your parents, a faith leader, a friend, or a mentor. Cathedral Center 
challenges you to join us to ACT to empower! Building on International Women’s Day, which 
is celebrated globally on March 8th, our Empowerment Challenge takes place from March 
4 - 9, and is the perfect opportunity to find ways to empower women to rise above the societal 
constructs of gender inequality. During this weeklong online fundraising event, we ‘challenge’ 
our community to provide empowering opportunities for women and families, especially those 
we serve. 
 At Cathedral Center, we know all too well the barriers and challenges women face. By the 
time people arrive at our doors, they are exhausted, their networks of support have faltered, 
and many have experienced severe trauma. These problems are escalated when a woman finds 
herself in a vulnerable situation without a safe place to sleep or the means to take care of herself.

(continued on page 2)

 We are thrilled to be a part of a group 
of worthy Milwaukee nonprofits supported 
through Kohl’s Hometown Giving Program, 
who recently awarded Cathedral Center 
with $49,300 to support our mission. This 
generous support allows Cathedral Center 
to continue our work providing emergency 
shelter and Case Management services to 
women and families. We’d like to thank 
Kohl’s for this generous contribution and for 
partnering with us to end homelessness, one 
life at a time.
 This year, Kohl’s will donate $500,000 
in grants to selected Milwaukee-based 
nonprofit organizations, demonstrating the 
company’s ongoing commitment to family 
health and wellness. This funding is focused 
on supporting a variety of initiatives,
including health and wellness, social 
service, arts and culture, environmental 
sustainability, and more.
 The donations are made possible through 
Kohl’s philanthropic merchandise program, 
Kohl’s Cares®, which sells children’s books 
and toys and donates 100 percent of the 
net profit to charitable organizations across 
the country that improve the health and 
wellness of families. To learn more about 
how Kohl’s gives back to communities
nationwide, visit Corporate.Kohls.com.
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sincere in their gifts.
 Then, I considered, do I empower others? Do I do it consistently? With 
equity? I must admit that I have a particular affinity for empowering
women and girls. I know the struggle that gender imposes. This is why 
Cathedral Center focuses our services on helping women and parents meet 
their urgent, basic needs, empowering them to build theirnconfidence and 
know their value. Often, the women we serve have become used to settling 
for less, asking for less, or only living for today. They are unsure how to live 
for tomorrow.
 At Cathedral Center, we know that the women and families we serve 
throughout all of our programs, from primary preventive services to emergency 
shelter and housing, struggle to achieve the goals they establish when they 
first walk in our doors. Their struggles and barriers to success are part of 
a greater journey towards equality for women. I hope you will join me in 
taking action as we approach International Women’s Day and Cathedral 
Center’s Empowerment Challenge. Find a way to ACT to empower others. 
Big or small, all actions make a difference. And then do it again. Because 
empowerment is a continuous journey. We are never finished growing.

 Donna Rongholt-Migan
 Executive Director 

Empowerment Challenge______________________________________________________________________________________________________________           
FROM THE DESK OF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR – DONNA RONGHOLT-MIGAN         

 Empowerment:
 The very definition of ‘empowerment,’ per the results 
of my Google search, describes it as a “process.” That is, 
empowerment is: The process of becoming stronger 
and more confident, especially in controlling one’s life 
and claiming one’s rights.

 How does one become empowered? This definition describes 
empowerment as an ongoing process, an experience or frame of 
thought that is active in nature. We become stronger when we are em-
powered. We become more confident. Yet, our journey continues even 
after we gain control of our own lives and claim our individual rights.
 As we approach International Women’s Day, I took some time to 
reflect on who I am as a woman. Who empowered me? It wasn’t one 
person or one event, but many. I was empowered by the parents of friends 
who took me in as a teenager, my mother who taught me how to take care 
of myself and co-signed a loan that enabled me to attend college, my best 
friend from kindergarten who is always there for me, encouraging me on. 
I am empowered by my mother-in-law, who never fails to support me just 
by being kind, showing me how to be a better person. I am empowered 
by colleagues who all work collaboratively when our collective struggles 
grow. I am empowered by volunteers and donors, who are so gracious and 

ACT To Empower Women Experiencing Homelessness (continued from page 1)______________________________________________________________________________________
WHO EMPOWERED YOU?

 This is why Cathedral Center focuses on providing 
supportive services to help women and parents meet 
their urgent, basic needs, empowering them to grow 
their confidence, know their value and take action 
to move past their housing instability. Every day, we 
work to empower those we serve to rise above the 
obstacles that have held them back. Now, were asking 
you to honor them by working to empower all
women, especially those close to your heart.
 Making a financial contribution to Cathedral 
Center in support of the women and families we serve 
is a great way to participate and empower women 
right here in our community. That’s not the only way 
to show support. This year, we are encouraging our
community to take action around International 
Women’s Day and help us empower all women. We 
invite you to participate in this year’s Empowerment 
Challenge by finding one way to empower women or 
support gender equality, and then act upon it. Big or 
small, all actions make a difference. Together, we can 
tip the scales of gender inequality while working to 
end homelessness, one life at a time. 

ACTION
CHANGES
THINGS
1

2

Donate to support our mission,
cathedral-center.org/donate

Email development@cathedral-center.org 
to learn more about how to be included
in the campaign. We are excited to 
include photos of our community sharing 
the message of gender equality and 
empowerment.
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Client Success Stories__________________________________________________________________________________________
LEARN HOW WE’RE WORKING TO CREATE BETTER OUTCOMES FOR THOSE WE SERVE
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Emergency Shelter
 A single father, Steven, recently stayed at our Emergency 
Shelter with his young son. Steven used our Case
Management and employment services programs to
secure a new, higher paying job from one of our employer 
partners, and a new apartment for him and his son. Upon 
leaving shelter, he exclaimed “Thank you to everyone 
that helped me and my son to stay here and get my own 
place. Thank you for helping me do my resume, apply for 
a job, and get hired! Thank you for helping me do this on 
my own. I’m not gonna let you down! I am thankful for 
everything, and I am smiling from ear to ear. Thank you all 
so much for your love, kindness and care.”

Community Case Management
 After experiencing domestic violence and having
inadequate income, Aliyah and her two daughters, ages 
3 and 5, were forced to move out of the home they were 
living in. They had been experiencing housing instability 
for months and began working with our Community Case 
Management team to find safe, stable housing. With 
ongoing support from her Community Case Manager, 
Aliyah found her family an affordable two-bedroom home 
in a safe neighborhood and moved in shortly after. Aliyah 
also attended our Santa’s Workshop in December and 
took home some new toys that her children opened and 
played with in their new home on Christmas morning. 
Because we could reach in to provide support early in 
her housing crisis, Aliyah and her children avoided literal 
homelessness and staying in an emergency shelter.

Friendship House
  Jade came to Friendship House with her two daughters
 and newborn granddaughter. They had been in and 
out of shelters for over a year. She initially met with our 
Clinical Case Manager and together they quickly set goals 
towards housing, income, and other skills. Jade worked 
on getting more hours at her place of employment which 
helped her save up enough money for rent, security
deposit, and an “in case of emergency” fund. Jade found 
a safe and affordable apartment for her and her family, 
and Friendship House provided her with a $300 Wal-
Mart gift card to purchase necessary items for her home. 
Because of the Friendship House program, Jade was 

equipped with both stability
and clinical support to 
actualize her goals and move 
into her own home. Jade isn’t 
just safely housed, she is now 
also stably housed and has 
savings to weather
emergencies.

*Names and images have been
changed to protect the identity of 
our clients.

PRE-ORDER YOUR
MOTHER’S DAY CARDS____________________________________
Give the mothers in your life
the gift that gives back
For a donation of $20, Cathedral Center will
mail a heartfelt card to the mothers you are
celebrating this year.

The 2022 card
design will be
unveiled this
spring.

CONTACT US: jschultz@cathedral-center.org
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Join Our Team! ___________________________________
REWARDING OPPORTUNITIES

New Year, New Opportunities __________________________________________________________________________
WAYS YOU CAN SUPPORT CATHEDRAL CENTER

Looking for a new job with the ability to 
serve your community directly? Please visit 
cathedral-center.org/employment to view 
our available full and part-time employment 
opportunities and become a part of a dynamic 
team of professionals.

To learn more about our Hospitality Meal Program or other ways to get involved, contact 
Ari Kohll at akohll@cathedral-center.org or 414-831-0394 ext 2133.

  PROVIDE AN EVENING MEAL FOR GUESTS IN SHELTER
  Our Hospitality Meal program continues to provide
  guests with healthy meals 365 days a year! Volunteers
are welcome to sign up to provide a home cooked or
catered evening meal for guests in shelter. Groups can
drop the meal off or serve it themselves. A great opportunity
for corporate groups, church groups, sports teams, or
even a group of friends!

  HOST A DRIVE OR COLLECTION FOR URGENTLY NEEDED ITEMS
  We continue to rely on the community to provide guests’ basic needs items and
  urgent program supplies. You can host a drive or items can be purchased from our Amazon
Wish List!

  BE AN ADVOCATE: FOLLOW, LIKE, SHARE POSTS ON SOCIAL MEDIA
  Stay up to date with our ongoing activities and needs on Facebook, Instagram, and
  LinkedIn. Like our posts and share them with your friends.
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Pathway 
H    ME

The Cathedral Center 

Join us in celebrating the great
strides made towards ending
homelessness for women and

families in Milwaukee.

SAVE THE DATE
Wednesday, July 27  |  5 PM


