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The mission of the Green Section, the agronomic and sustainability department of the 
United States Golf Association, is to distribute innovative tools and solutions that improve 
the quality of the on-course experience and reduce the use of critical resources by golf 
courses. 
 

 
 
 
 
March 23, 2022 
 
 
 
 
 
To the GCSANJ Chapter, 
 
It’s an exciting time of year as maintenance activities ramp up to get golf courses ready for 
the busy season ahead. Unfortunately, the unfavorable weather experienced this winter has 
resulted in winter injury at a significant number of courses in the area. The worst damage 
has occurred on Poa annua putting surfaces, but other areas may have also experienced 
issues.   
 
The extent of the damage varies by location, but it’s important to know that if you have 
winter damage your facility is not alone. The spotty nature of winter injury can be perplexing 
to explain. This has always been the nature of this type of injury, especially in cases like 
what we’re seeing this year where greens appeared healthy immediately after snowmelt, but 
then damaged areas became evident as the turf and soil thawed.  
 
The focus now should shift to a recovery program. These will involve the use of covers and 
darkening agents to elevate soil temperatures, maintaining adequate soil moisture, and 
aggressive seeding programs. In some cases, sod may be needed once the full extent of 
the damage is understood.  
 
Pressure will be felt to open severely damaged greens to play, but this should be avoided. 
Traffic from play will set back the recovery efforts and prolong the period to restore surfaces 
to their normal condition. To help plan an effective recovery program, contact your USGA 
agronomist.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 

Adam Moeller 
Agronomist and Director, Education 
USGA Green Section 
M: 920-207-8089 
amoeller@usga.org  
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