
 

Sunday Lesson –  February 13, 2022  
                               

GOSPEL:   Luke 6: 17-26 

“You’re Blessed” 

Context 

“Jesus’ sermon in Luke 6 is sometimes called the Sermon on 

the Plain. The content of the Sermon on the Plain (or the 

Sermon on the Plateau) is very much like that of the Sermon on 

the Mount (Matthew 5-7). In fact, some students of the Bible 

consider Matthew’s and Luke’s accounts to be different records 

of the same event. But there are differences, and they seem to 

be enough to consider the Sermon on the Plain and the Sermon 

on the Mount to be delivered at different times to different 

audiences. 

  Jesus delivered the Sermon on the Mount after going up a 

mountain and sitting down. He delivered the Sermon on the 

Plain after coming down from a mountain and standing on a 

level place.” (Excerpts from gotquestions.org/Sermon-on-the-Plain.html) 

Insight 

“The word “blessed” here refers to being aware in the present of 

having a place in the movement towards the Realm. To be 

“blessed” does not mean an absence of struggle. Indeed, as 

6:22-23 indicates, to be in the community moving towards the 

realm can invite hatred, exclusion, being reviled, and being 

defamed as others reject the Realm and its witnesses. To be 

blessed is to live through such opposition aware that the 

struggle is temporary and that “your reward is great in heaven,’ 

that is, that God will gather the faithful into the Realm. 

  A longer view of Luke’s attitude towards persons with wealth 

and high social standing reveals a pastoral concern: Luke wants 

such folk to avoid condemnation by repenting and joining the 

movement towards the Realm, which means putting their 

material resources at the service of the community. Luke intends 

to shock persons with wealth into repentance and sharing their 

money and goods.” (Excerpts from 

workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/sixth-sunday-

after-epiphany-3/commentary-on-luke-617-26 by Ronald J. Allen) 

Gospel Reading  

“Coming down off the mountain with them, he stood on a plain 

surrounded by disciples, and was soon joined by a huge 

congregation from all over Judea and Jerusalem, even from the 

seaside towns of Tyre and Sidon. They had come both to hear 

him and to be cured of their diseases. Those disturbed by evil 

spirits were healed. Everyone was trying to touch him—so much 

energy surging from him, so many people healed! Then he 

spoke: 

You’re blessed when you’ve lost it all. 

God’s kingdom is there for the finding. 

You’re blessed when you’re ravenously hungry. 

Then you’re ready for the Messianic meal. 

You’re blessed when the tears flow freely. 

Joy comes with the morning. 

“Count yourself blessed every time someone cuts you down or 

throws you out, every time someone smears or blackens your 

name to discredit me. What it means is that the truth is too close 

for comfort and that that person is uncomfortable. You can be 

glad when that happens—skip like a lamb, if you like!—for even 

though they don’t like it, I do . . . and all heaven applauds. And 

know that you are in good company; my preachers and 

witnesses have always been treated like this. But it’s trouble 

ahead if you think you have it made. 

What you have is all you’ll ever get.  And it’s trouble ahead if 

you’re satisfied with yourself. Your self will not satisfy you for 

long. And it’s trouble ahead if you think life’s all fun and games. 

There’s suffering to be met, and you’re going to meet it. “There’s 

trouble ahead when you live only for the approval of others, 

saying what flatters them, doing what indulges them. Popularity 
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contests are not truth contests—look how many scoundrel 

preachers were approved by your ancestors! Your task is to be 

true, not popular.” The Message 

What It Could Mean? 

“Jesus’ speech in these verses is quite direct. Note all the “you” 

and “yours” (in the plural form) for both the beatitudes and the 

woes. His speech is also rhythmic. Those who are blessed and 

those who hear the prophetic “woe” find that their circumstances 

will be reversed. Poor and rich, hungry and filled, weeping and 

laughing, hated and admired are in the very process of being 

reversed or will be. 

  Justo Gonzalez calls this a “hard-hitting gospel” in that God’s 

good news to the poor is also tough news for those who are not 

poor. For God’s reign to be good news for the well-fed, rich, 

laughing, and admired, they will have to wake up and change 

their ways. We dare not overlook or spiritualize this aspect of 

Luke’s gospel. It is a gift he brings to us. Consider the rich man 

and Lazarus in Luke 16:14-31 or the man who would build two 

barns in Luke 12:16-21. Here riches distract from heeding the 

ways of God and lead these men away from life with God now 

and in the hereafter. Also consider Zacchaeus in 19:1-10 who is 

declared to be “a child of Abraham” after he explains his 

generous re-distribution of his wealth. 

  Does God only love us when we are miserable? That is not the 

brunt of these words. They are promises to those who are 

suffering in this world that God still sees them, loves them, and 

is intent on their thriving. Jesus’ words are also warning calls to 

his hearers that they are called to live with attention and 

generosity toward their neighbors, even as God is attentive and 

generous. 

  God is creating a realm, bringing it to life among us by that 

same power that emanated from Jesus, in which no one is 

hungry or mourning or poor or disregarded at the very same 

time that others are abundantly well-fed, rich, laughing, and 

respected. It’s the contemporaneity of these two opposite 

circumstances that God promises to remedy, and we are called 

to address in our own lives. 

  The gospel was written for Christians living a generation or two 

after the first groups of believers had gathered. In this teaching 

of Jesus, as so often in his gospel, Luke reminds his hearers 

that they are all called to continue to live lives “rich toward God 

“(Luke 12:21) no matter how long it seems to be taking for God’s 

reign to be fully present. That is an important word also for us. 

  The “wealth gap,” “food deserts,” the “education gap,” the 

“health gap,” and myriad other gaps and failures around the 

globe mark the two sides of the blessings and woes. It’s the gap 

we are called to address by this passage for God’s sake and our 

own. It’s what children of God do and what they repent of not 

having done, confident that God gives new opportunities to live 

with generosity and attention.”  (Excerpts from workingpreacher.org, 

Revised Common Lectionary, by Sarah Henrich) 

 Readings for Further Study 

• Matthew 5 - 7  Sermon on the Mount (The Beatitudes) 

• Luke 3:10-14/8:1-3/12:13-21/18:18-27/19:1-10/Acts 2: 

42-47/4:35-5:11/6:1-6 & 20:33-35 Putting material 

resources at the service of the community 

Thought for the Day  

“What does love look like?  It has the hands to help others.  It 

has the feet to hasten to the poor and needy.  It has eyes to see 

misery and want.  It has the ears to hear the sighs and sorrows 

of men.  That is what love looks like.” ~ Augustine 

 A Prayer  

“Renew us in Your love, O God, and heal us with the comfort of 

Your abundant love. Awaken us to the role we can play in 

healing Your creation. Strengthen us through the power of the 

Holy Spirit to hear Your word and move forward in faith.”   

Amen.  ~ Gill Le Fevre 


