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… R’ Bender told over the story 
of R’ Berenbaum’s fasting at the 

dinner…I thought to myself:

R’ Shmuel’s fasting did not just 
have an effect on this one talmid…

Today, this person is a choshuve yungerman, 
I stood next to him at the levayah…

One year at a dinner for R’ 
Bender’s yeshiva, Darchei Torah.

The Rosh Yeshiva, R’ Shmuel was 
once dealing with a serious issue…

the menahel, R’ Trenk decided 
to make a nachas call…

…I remember, the 
venerable Rosh Yeshiva, 

R’ Shmuel would fast 
for the success of 

talmidim…

.. and this proves 
that this talmid is a bad 
person! We insist that 
he be thrown out of 

yeshiva.

I must be mekabel 
taanis at mincha 
for this bochur’s 

hatzlocha!

I’m really puzzled, I was 
ready to call down the parents 
of a problem talmid, but in the 

past few weeks, the boy started 
to improve in learning, davening 

and even his interaction with 
other boys…I wonder why?

He’s a great boy….
did anything happen 

recently?

If Rav Shmuel 
fasted for a talmid, 

then I can surely 
fast for my son!

Did you fast 40 
days before you came 
here? If not, then I’m 
not ready to throw 

him out!

כ“ח טבת  2008 - 1920  5768 - 5680

בוֹים זַצַ״ל נְׁ רְׁ מוּאֵל בִּ יֵה לײֵב was born in Knyszyn, Poland, to ר׳ שְׁ ל and ר׳ אַרְׁ יטְׁ  When he arrived in Baranovich .גִּ
to learn under מַן זַצַ״ל הי״ד חָנָן וַסֶרְׁ  clothing and שַבָת he owned a treasure. His mother had sold her ,ר׳ אֶלְׁ
shoes and bought him a צוֹת הַחוֹשֶן  After three years, he went to learn in Mir, Poland. At the onset of .קְׁ
WWII, the יבָה שִּ יבָה was forced to move to Vilna, Lithuania. Miraculously, the יְׁ שִּ  fled across Russia to יְׁ
Kobe, Japan, and then to Shanghai, China. After the war, the יבָה שִּ מוּאֵל .moved to the U.S יְׁ  married ר׳ שְׁ
the oldest daughter of the יבָה שִּ  Shortly after his marriage he .זַצַ״ל R’ Avrohom Kalmanovitz ,ראֺש יְׁ
gave חַבוּרוֹת to the older ים יבָה and he became the ,בָחוּרִּ שִּ  in 1960. In 1964, he was joined by his ראֺש יְׁ
brother-in-law רַגָא מֺשֶה יבָה and both led the ,ר׳ שְׁ שִּ  until their respective passing. During his last יְׁ
decade, he dedicated tremendous energy on distributing דָקָה נֵי תּוֹרָה to צְׁ ים ,בְׁ יִּ ים and עֲנִּ תוֹמִּ רָאֵל in יְׁ שְׁ  אֶרֶץ יִּ
and America. His legendary תּוֹרָה knowledge and ים חַת הַחַיִּ מְׁ  were surpassed only by his greatest שִּ

legacy — his uncompromising מָדָה  .learning תּוֹרָה and his great love for הַתְׁ
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

בְחוּ     קְרָא פַרְעֺה אֶל מֺשֶה וּלְאַהֲרֺן וַיאֺמֶר לְכוּ זִּ בָאָרֶץ.  וַיאֺמֶר מֺשֶה לאֺ נָכוֹן …  וַיִּ
ן   סְקְלֻנוּ.…  לַעֲשׂוֹת כֵּ יהֶם וְלאֺ  יִּ ינֵּ ם לְעֵּ צְרַיִּ זְבַח אֶת תּוֹעֲבַת מִּ ן נִּ הֵּ  

 and said, “Go and bring אַהֲרֺן and מֺשֶה called to פַרְעֺה 
sacrifices to your G-d in the land.” מֺשֶה said, “It is not proper to do so... 
for if we slaughter the god of Egypt in their sight, will they not stone 
us?” ( כב-שְמוֹת ח:כא ) 
 ,plagues ,מַכוֹת had already been afflicted with four פַרְעֺה 
which left Egypt in ruins. He finally agreed to allow the Jewish People 
to offer their sacrifices to ה׳. There was, however, one stipulation — 
they must do it in Egypt. 
 .had a problem with slaughtering the Egyptian god מֺשֶה 
Surely the Egyptians would not tolerate having their god slaughtered 
without offering some sort of resistance. We wonder if מֺשֶה was 
serious in this remark.  
 The ר  ?actually afraid this might occur מֺשֶה asks, was חֲתַם סוֹפֵּ
And if he was, why would פַרְעֺה have suggested the idea? Obviously, 
the Egyptian nation had been brought to its knees. There was no fight 
left in them to protest against the Jewish nation slaughtering their god. 
 The ר  was not afraid of מֺשֶה ,explains that indeed חֲתַם סוֹפֵּ
the Egyptians rising up against them. מֺשֶה meant to say, however, that 
when the ים יִּ צְרִּ  would observe the slaughtering of their god, they מִּ
would become so enraged that they would really want to kill the Jews. 

However, since the ים יִּ צְרִּ  ,had already been devastated by plagues מִּ
they would not be able to harm ל שְׂרָאֵּ  This would make the .כְלַל יִּ
frustration of the ים יִּ צְרִּ  felt מֺשֶה that much greater — something that מִּ
was improper. 
 It is not acceptable to cause another person any emotional 
pain. True, the ים יִּ צְרִּ  deserved the most severe punishment for their מִּ
cruel treatment of the Jews. However, causing them emotional pain 
was unnecessary and inappropriate.  
 R' Avraham Pam, זַצַ״ל, observes that this thought has much 
practical significance.  He cites one instance in which an individual 
accepts upon himself a difficult חוּמְרָה, stringency, which others might 
find  unnecessary  or  even  foolish.  Yet,  in  order  to  demonstrate  to 
others that he is correct in his observance of this stringency, he will go 
out of his way to perform it in front of precisely those people who 
disapprove of it. It is his way of saying, “I do not care about you, what 
you think, or what you do.” This type of foolish action only leads to 
resentment and strife. 
 How important it is to go out of our way to be sensitive to 
the needs and feelings of others! ּינו  was extremely sensitive to מֺשֶה רַבֵּ
the needs of Egyptians. Should we not be sensitive to the needs of our 
fellow Jew? 

Adapted from Peninim on the Torah (12) (with kind permission from Rabbi A.L. Scheinbaum) 

TorahThoughts

ינד זַצַ״ל יסקִׂ מְחָה מָרְדְכַי זִׂ יסל) ר׳ שִׂ מְחָה זִׂ ר׳  Broide), son of ר׳ שִׂ
יָהוּ אַבְרָהָם זְקִׂ ם was born in ,טוֹבָא רײֵזל and חִׂ  In his .יְרוּשָלַיִׂ
early years, he learned in ים ר׳ מָרְדְכַי  under תַלְמוּד תוֹרָה עֵץ חַיִׂ

ין זַצַ״ל ד לֶוִׂ צְוָה At the age of .דָוִׂ יבַת חֶבְרוֹן he went to learn in ,בַר מִׂ  where ,יְשִׂ
he spent his next 75 years. In 1941, he married רְיָם ע״ה  the ,גוֹלְדָא מִׂ
daughter of R' Moshe Finkel זַצַ״ל, the יבָה ר׳  .חֶבְרוֹן of Slabodka and ראֺש יְשִׂ
מְחָה ים began delivering שִׂ עוּרִׂ יבְתָא in 1945, and was appointed שִׂ  in ראֺש מְתִׂ
1951. In 1961, he became יבָה מְחָה .ראֺש יְשִׂ  מוֹעֶצֶת גְדוֹלֵי הַתוֹרָה was on the ר׳ שִׂ
in שְרָאֵל דַעַת  and practical חָכְמָה ,and was recognized for his sensitivity אֶרֶץ יִׂ
ים His .תוֹרָה ים include סְפָרִׂ יאוּרִׂ ים ,חֵלֶק בִׂ  and ,חָבֵר מַאֲמָרֵי הַתוֹרָה ,חֵלֶק מַאֲמָרִׂ
    .among others ,שָ״ם דֶרֶךְ

 ט״ז ניסן
5672 — 5760 
1912 — 2000 

In all the hundreds of מוֹת  and letters that הַסְכָּ
א זַצַ״ל יסל בּרוֹידָּ ה זִׂ מְחָּ  ever wrote, he ר׳ שִׂ
never once referred to a יד  by the title תַלְמִׂ
י ידִׂ יסל .my disciple ,תַלְמִׂ ה זִׂ מְחָּ  had the ר׳ שִׂ
same approach as א אֵיגֶר זַצַ״ל יבָּ  ,ר׳ עֲקִׂ
who reasoned, “Who knows who learned 
more from whom?” Once, during a עוּר  שִׂ
on ין יטִׂ יד a ,גִׂ  asked a question from a תַלְמִׂ
שְנָּה ה in מִׂ יסל After .חַלָּ ה זִׂ מְחָּ  absorbed ר׳ שִׂ
the depth of the יד  s question, he stopped’תַלְמִׂ
the עוּר יסל The next day .שִׂ ה זִׂ מְחָּ  used an entirely ר׳ שִׂ
different approach to explain the סֻגְיָּה. 

ב‘ חשון   1895-1964   5665-5724

The Rebbe takes down a matzah wrapped in a towel.

Back on the other side of town, the 
Seret-Vizhnitzer Rebbe carefully 
took out one Matzah for himself, 
and then handed the other two to his 

son.

The son is incredulous and asks 
his father for an explanation:

”...I therefore insisted on taking three matzos so that once the Skulener 
Rebbe gave all his Matzos away, he would still have two Matzos left - one 

for his own family, and the other for his son’s family.”

The hallmark of these Gedolei Yisroel was their Bein adam lachaveiro and 
ahavas Yisroel. They both survived the war, and each in his own unique style 

built from the ashes a vibrant and thriving chassidus that is especially known 
to emulate these traits.

During the difficult years before WWII, the Skulener Rebbe was able to procure some flour and 
erected a small Matzah Bakery. He provided one Matzah per family to the thousands of families in 

Chernowitz. The Seret-Vizhnitzer rebbe had insisted on receiving three Matzos. On Erev Pesach a chossid 
came to the Skulener Rebbe begging for a matzah.

You just don’t know the Skulener Rebbe 
and his son. I know they have such Ahavas 

Yisroel that they gave away their last Matzah. 
They don’t have any matzah for their seder... 

hurry to the Rebbe’s home!

Here, take this 
matzah, but please do 
not tell anyone. Chag 

Kasher V’sameach!

Thank you, Rebbe! May 
the mitzvah of matzah be a 

shmira for the Rebbe in these 
difficult times!

My son let me 
give away his matzah; 
now I’m giving away 

mine!

Where is the 
Rebbe’s matzah? I 

looked all over and 
cannot find it.

You are right for 
asking! I am working on my 

preparation for erev pesach and 
will answer later...

Maybe my son 
and I will eat with my 

Gabbai’s family.

Hurry back to 
the Skulener Rebbe 

and return these two 
Matzos!...

I never 
questioned my 

father… now I see 
his foresight and 

gadlus!
What Chochma and ahavas 

Yisroel! Send your father the 
best of regards, and a Chag 

Kasher V’Sameach!

Here are the other 
two Matzos I received 

earlier.

R’ Baruch Hager, Admor of Seret-Vizhnitz, was born in Vizhnitz. He was the fourth son 
of R’ Israel. His father called him the “wise one.” He received semichah from R’ Meir 
Arak and others. From 1923, he was a Rov first in Erzecse-Batvaros, Kutzman, and 
then in Seret, where he established a yeshivah. Together with his father they visited 
Eretz Yisroel in 1935. He became rebbe in 1936. He was transported to Transnistria, 
where he spent close to three years in hiding. His brother Eliezer rescued him and 
took him to Czernowitz and Braszov. In 1947 he arrived in Haifa, where he established 
the chassidic settlement of Ramat Vishnitz. He was active in the Aguda and Chinuch 

Atzmai and was a member of Moetzes Gedolei HaTorah.
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פסח: יום א: שמות יב:כא-נא הפטרה: ויאמר יהושע...)יהושע ג:ה-ז, ה:ב-ו:א,ו:כז(     תפילת טל

יום ב: ויקרא כב:כו-כג:מד הפטרה: וישלח המלך... )מלכים ב כג:א-ט, כא-כה(     הלל שלם ב ימים ראשונים

מפטיר ב׳ ימים ראשונים: במדבר כח:טז-כה   דף יומי: בכורות ג׳, ד׳

חג כשר ושמח!

Special learning programs are planned in various locations on חול המועד (Monday — Thursday , April 22-25). For time/location nearest you, 

please call your local Pirchei branch coordinator or contact the National Agudah office at 212 797 9000 ext 272.

ישיבת חול המועד



There's a Pirchei hotline! Call now - 718-663-0212לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

YOUR NAME HERE:
______________

Be a mesayem at the
2020 global Siyum HaShas.

Learn. Earn. Win - over 250 prizes!
YESHIVOS Call to register your Talmidim 347.201.0270

BOYS Call our hotline to find out more exciting
information 718.307.2955

I, too, am a
Mesayem!

Email: register@masmideihasiyum.org

 Beginning with מִנְחָה on the first day of סַח  of מִנְהָג the ,פֶּ
ם is to stop saying בְנֵי אַשְכְנַז  in the מַשִיב הָרוּחַ וּמוֹרִיד הַגֶּשֶּ
second בְרָכָה of שְרֵה ה עֶּ  is to בְנֵי סְפָרַד of מִנְהָג The .שְמֹנֶּ
add מוֹרִיד הַטָל instead. 

 If at מִנְחָה one accidently added  ַמַשִיב הָרוּח and 
remembered before saying ד׳ in the בְרָכָה of  מְחַיֵה
 בְרָכָה one should return to the beginning of the ,הַמֵתִים
(from אַתָה גִבוֹר) and start again. 

 For those who say מוֹרִיד הַטָל in place of  ַמַשִיב הָרוּח 
during the summer months, one can say  ַאַתָה רַב לְהוֹשִיע
 times, thereby assuring 101 מוֹרִיד הַטָל מְכַלְכֵל חַיִים
himself that he will more than likely say the correct 
wording. 

 Some authorities hold the same is true for those who 
do not say מוֹרִיד הַטָל during summer. They too may 
repeat 101 ,אַתָה רַב לְהוֹשִיעַ מְכַלְכֵל חַיִים times. However, 
the ךְ הַחַיִים רֶּ  argues with this and cautions that this דֶּ
cannot be relied upon. 

 One must stand while reciting the בְרָכָה for ר  ;סְפִירַת הָעוֹמֶּ
however, if one sat while reciting the בְרָכָה, one is still 
 .(בְדִיעֲבַד) יוֹצֵא

 Women are not obligated to fulfill the מִצְוָה of  סְפִירַת
ר  suggests that women should מִשְנָה בְרוּרָה and the ,הָעוֹמֶּ
count without a בְרָכָה. 

 With only 37 weeks left till the next International Siyum Hashas, the excitement in 
the air is palpable. The Masmidei Hasiyum is launching Rosh Chodesh Iyar, and your yeshiva 
can still join. We are also adding new yeshivos every day. Last week alone, we added another 
11 new schools from Boca Raton, FL to Mexico City, Mexico, all sharing the goal of lighting up 
the world with the תּוֹרָה   of the International Masmidei Hasiyum:  
Tashbar Sephardic Yeshiva Ktana  –  Los Angeles, CA;  Bobov Yeshiva Bnei Zion, Toronto Cheder, 
Yeshiva Yesode Hatorah – Toronto, CANADA; Hillel Academy – Denver, CO; Yeshiva Ktana of 
Waterbury – Waterbury, CT; TA – Boca Raton, Yeshiva Elementary School – Miami Beach,  FL;  
Yeshiva Ohr Baruch, Yeshivas Tiferes Tzvi – Chicago, IL; Torah Academy of Boston – Boston, 
MA; Torah Academy of Baltimore – Baltimore, Melvin J. Berman Hebrew Academy — Rockville, 
MD; Yeshiva Ateret Yosef, Yeshiva Keter Tora, Yeshiva Toras Eliahu, Yeshivat Emunah — Mexico;   
Yeshiva Bais Yehudah — Southfield, MI; Torah Academy – Minneapolis, MN; Clifton Cheder – 
Clifton,  Yeshivat Keter Torah  –  Deal,  Tashbar,  Talmud Torah Ohr Elchonon,  The Lakewood 
Cheder, Yeshiva Tiferes Torah D'Lakewood – Lakewood, Yeshiva Ktana – Passaic, Yeshiva of 
North  Jersey (RYNJ) – River Edge, NJ; The Cheder, Yeshivat Ateret Torah, Yeshivat Ohel Torah, 
Yeshivat Darche Eres,  Yeshiva Ahavas Torah,  Yeshiva Derech Hatorah,  Yeshiva Ohr Shraga 
Veretzsky, Yeshiva Torah Temimah, Yeshiva Torah Vodaath, Yeshiva Toras Emes Kamenitz, 
Yeshivas Tiferes Yisroel, Yeshivat Mekor Chaim,  Yeshivat  Shaare  Torah – Brooklyn, Yeshiva 
Darchei Torah,  Yeshiva Siach Yitzchak – Far Rockaway,  Yeshivas of South Shore – Hewlett, 
Yeshivas Tiferes Moshe – Kew Gardens, Yeshiva Ktana of Long Island – Long Island,  Yeshiva 
Ktana of Manhattan – Manhattan, Yeshiva Ohr Reuven – Monsey, Yeshiva Ktana of Queens – 
Queens, Yeshiva Degel Hatorah  Maamar Mordechai, Yeshiva of Spring Valley – Spring  Valley, 
Yeshiva Merkaz Hatorah – Staten Island, NY; Yeshiva Yesodei Hatorah — Manchester, UK. 

FocusonMiddos

Searching For SurvivalLiving   Torahwith 
the

*It is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

תָנוּ …  רָעָב זַנְּ דִיתָנוּ בְּ ית עֲבָדִים פְּ …וּמִבֵּ (From מַת   .(נִשְּ
 … and freed us from the house of bondage. In famine You 
nourished us …  
 Why was רַיִם ית עֲבָדִים called מִצְּ  ?a house of bondage ,בֵּ
Because it was impossible for a servant to escape the bleak situation. 
So too, during a famine, the people are lost and desperate. With a 
strong אֱמוּנָה in ה׳ the situation can change, and what appeared 
impossible yesterday, happens!   

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 For Jews living in Leningrad during the height of the Cold 
War, life under Communism was nearly intolerable. Working long 
hours all week, a man could barely provide for a small family. But 
when  a  Jew  would  try  to  make  a  living,  he  was  up  against  even 
greater odds. 
 Torah-observant Jews lived in constant terror that their 
forbidden observance would be discovered. That was a direct ticket 
to Siberia. All of the pressure forced hundreds of thousands of Jews 
to stop keeping שַבָת and abandon the תוֹרָה. But R’ Yitzchak Isaac 
Krasik would not succumb — not from the hunger, political pressure 
and certainly not from fear. He lived by his own set of rules. But one 
time his ingenuity got him in trouble. 
 On the first שַבָת morning of his new job, he showed up to 
work with a fake bandage on his head in order to get excused from 
work for the day. The next שַבָת he came in complaining of another 
ailment. For the first few שַבָתוֹת, his manager authorized his sick 
leave. Then he noticed the pattern. Every שַבָת, R’ Krasik came in with 
another excuse. Each time another mysterious ailment prevented 
him  from  doing  any  physical  labor.  Finally  the  plant  manager 
informed him that he knew precisely what tricks he was up to. R’ 
Krasik quickly shifted gears. He pleaded with his boss and the man 
promised, at least for now, not to report the “crime.” After a few 
more weeks, however, he fired R’ Krasik from his job. 
 He was now faced with the daunting challenge of finding a 

job to help feed his family. But no one was willing to overlook the fact 
that he skipped work every שַבָת. Weeks turned into months and the 
Krasik family was desperate for food. With סַח  approaching, the פֶּ
home was completely bare. Not a morsel of food could be found.  
 As the eve of the 14th of נִיסָן was upon them, they were 
required to check their home for any possible ץ  The thought was .חָמֵּ
ludicrous. ץ  in their barren home? How could he possibly check for חָמֵּ
ץ  at a time like this when his entire family was starving? The חָמֵּ
thought crossed R’ Krasik’s mind that perhaps this year there was no 
obligation for him to check for ץ  Perhaps the entire house was .חָמֵּ
considered a ץ נִיסִים בוֹ חָמֵּ ין מַכְּ אֵּ  could חָמֵץ a place where no — מָקוֹם שֶּ
have possibly entered. His nephew, R’ Meir Dobrovsky, came over and 
they discussed the idea of not checking for ץ  since there was חָמֵּ
obviously no food to be found. Nevertheless, the notion of skipping 
ץ דִיקַת חָמֵּ ץ entirely just did not seem right. We check for בְּ  because חָמֵּ
that is what ה׳ wants from us and not necessarily because of what we 
might find. Although his hunger made it feel more like יוֹם כִפוּר than 
סַח  R' Yitzchak was determined to fulfill the requirement to search ,פֶּ
for ץ  .חָמֵּ
 As night fell and the stars appeared, he began his solemn 
search. Going through the motions, he walked from room to room 
searching for ץ  Though weak from hunger, he kept at it. When he .חָמֵּ
was almost finished, he stumbled across a large roll! He could hardly 
believe his eyes. Where had it come from. It couldn’t possibly have 
been there beforehand. But there it was before his very eyes.  
 He sat down upon concluding his ץ דִיקַת חָמֵּ  and, together בְּ
with his family, ate a very special עוּדָה ץ סְּ דִיקַת חָמֵּ  As they savored .בְּ
every morsel that entered their mouths, their joy knew no bounds. 
Together they had upheld a 3000-year-old tradition and now their 
efforts were being rewarded. 
 R' Yitzchak never forgot that lesson: A person must do what 
he  is  required  to  do,  and  help  will  come  from  the  most  unlikely  
of  places. 

Adapted from: One Shining Moment (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

Halacha Corner

Dear Talmid, 
 A לְמִיד  of R' Simcha Zissel תַּ
Broide ״ל צַּ  once related the following זַּ
episode: 
 “I got up at 7 o’clock and looked 
out my dormitory window. I saw the  ׁראֺש
 standing still on the pathway that יְשִׁיבָה
led to the יְשִׁיבָה. The ראֺשׁ יְשִׁיבָה waited a 
few minutes and then continued walking 
to the יְשִׁיבָה building. I was surprised, 
and my surprise grew even greater when 
I saw the ראֺשׁ יְשִׁיבָה walking speedily 
towards the ׁית מִדְרָש  .בֵּ
 “I thought to myself, ‘If he was 
so  weak  that  he  had  to  rest  awhile 
before he continued to walk, where did 
he suddenly find the energy to begin 
walking at such high speed?’ 

 “The riddle was solved when I 
noticed an old, tired man walking slowly 
along the path, leaning on a stick. Each 
step appeared to be a major effort for 
him. I understood everything at once. 
ינוּ בֵּ  was always very careful not to hurt רַּ
anybody’s feelings — either directly or 
indirectly. This time, R' Simcha Zissel did 
not allow himself to pass ahead of the 
man, knowing that it would cause him 
anguish to see a man older than himself, 
walking swiftly on two healthy legs, 
whereas he was hobbling along on his 
worn-out, sick legs, leaning on a stick …  
 “That’s why ּינו בֵּ  did not want רַּ
to pass ahead of the man, in spite of the 
fact  that  he  was  so  particular  about 
being the first one to come to the  ית בֵּ

מִדְרָשׁ  Although standing still for long] .הַּ
periods of time would cause him acute 
pain,] he wouldn’t allow himself to cause 
anguish to anyone, even for that.”  
 My לְמִיד  great people are ,תַּ
easily recognizable by the way in which 
they demonstrate their sensitivity to the 
feelings  of  other  people.   Can  you 
imagine how many fine people must 
have walked past the same old man that 
day,   without   ever   considering   his 
feelings? The proof of a great person is 
watching how he relates to, and thinks 
about, every individual! 
 

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
 רֶבִי Your                         ,בְיְדִידוּת

Story: Exquisite Middos — Prince of the Torah Knigdom (Feldheim) 
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 Beginning with מִנְחָה on the first day of סַח  of מִנְהָג the ,פֶּ
ם is to stop saying בְנֵי אַשְכְנַז  in the מַשִיב הָרוּחַ וּמוֹרִיד הַגֶּשֶּ
second בְרָכָה of שְרֵה ה עֶּ  is to בְנֵי סְפָרַד of מִנְהָג The .שְמֹנֶּ
add מוֹרִיד הַטָל instead. 

 If at מִנְחָה one accidently added  ַמַשִיב הָרוּח and 
remembered before saying ד׳ in the בְרָכָה of  מְחַיֵה
 בְרָכָה one should return to the beginning of the ,הַמֵתִים
(from אַתָה גִבוֹר) and start again. 

 For those who say מוֹרִיד הַטָל in place of  ַמַשִיב הָרוּח 
during the summer months, one can say  ַאַתָה רַב לְהוֹשִיע
 times, thereby assuring 101 מוֹרִיד הַטָל מְכַלְכֵל חַיִים
himself that he will more than likely say the correct 
wording. 

 Some authorities hold the same is true for those who 
do not say מוֹרִיד הַטָל during summer. They too may 
repeat 101 ,אַתָה רַב לְהוֹשִיעַ מְכַלְכֵל חַיִים times. However, 
the ךְ הַחַיִים רֶּ  argues with this and cautions that this דֶּ
cannot be relied upon. 

 One must stand while reciting the בְרָכָה for ר  ;סְפִירַת הָעוֹמֶּ
however, if one sat while reciting the בְרָכָה, one is still 
 .(בְדִיעֲבַד) יוֹצֵא

 Women are not obligated to fulfill the מִצְוָה of  סְפִירַת
ר  suggests that women should מִשְנָה בְרוּרָה and the ,הָעוֹמֶּ
count without a בְרָכָה. 

 With only 37 weeks left till the next International Siyum Hashas, the excitement in 
the air is palpable. The Masmidei Hasiyum is launching Rosh Chodesh Iyar, and your yeshiva 
can still join. We are also adding new yeshivos every day. Last week alone, we added another 
11 new schools from Boca Raton, FL to Mexico City, Mexico, all sharing the goal of lighting up 
the world with the תּוֹרָה   of the International Masmidei Hasiyum:  
Tashbar Sephardic Yeshiva Ktana  –  Los Angeles, CA;  Bobov Yeshiva Bnei Zion, Toronto Cheder, 
Yeshiva Yesode Hatorah – Toronto, CANADA; Hillel Academy – Denver, CO; Yeshiva Ktana of 
Waterbury – Waterbury, CT; TA – Boca Raton, Yeshiva Elementary School – Miami Beach,  FL;  
Yeshiva Ohr Baruch, Yeshivas Tiferes Tzvi – Chicago, IL; Torah Academy of Boston – Boston, 
MA; Torah Academy of Baltimore – Baltimore, Melvin J. Berman Hebrew Academy — Rockville, 
MD; Yeshiva Ateret Yosef, Yeshiva Keter Tora, Yeshiva Toras Eliahu, Yeshivat Emunah — Mexico;   
Yeshiva Bais Yehudah — Southfield, MI; Torah Academy – Minneapolis, MN; Clifton Cheder – 
Clifton,  Yeshivat Keter Torah  –  Deal,  Tashbar,  Talmud Torah Ohr Elchonon,  The Lakewood 
Cheder, Yeshiva Tiferes Torah D'Lakewood – Lakewood, Yeshiva Ktana – Passaic, Yeshiva of 
North  Jersey (RYNJ) – River Edge, NJ; The Cheder, Yeshivat Ateret Torah, Yeshivat Ohel Torah, 
Yeshivat Darche Eres,  Yeshiva Ahavas Torah,  Yeshiva Derech Hatorah,  Yeshiva Ohr Shraga 
Veretzsky, Yeshiva Torah Temimah, Yeshiva Torah Vodaath, Yeshiva Toras Emes Kamenitz, 
Yeshivas Tiferes Yisroel, Yeshivat Mekor Chaim,  Yeshivat  Shaare  Torah – Brooklyn, Yeshiva 
Darchei Torah,  Yeshiva Siach Yitzchak – Far Rockaway,  Yeshivas of South Shore – Hewlett, 
Yeshivas Tiferes Moshe – Kew Gardens, Yeshiva Ktana of Long Island – Long Island,  Yeshiva 
Ktana of Manhattan – Manhattan, Yeshiva Ohr Reuven – Monsey, Yeshiva Ktana of Queens – 
Queens, Yeshiva Degel Hatorah  Maamar Mordechai, Yeshiva of Spring Valley – Spring  Valley, 
Yeshiva Merkaz Hatorah – Staten Island, NY; Yeshiva Yesodei Hatorah — Manchester, UK. 

FocusonMiddos

Searching For SurvivalLiving   Torahwith 
the

*It is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

תָנוּ …  רָעָב זַנְּ דִיתָנוּ בְּ ית עֲבָדִים פְּ …וּמִבֵּ (From מַת   .(נִשְּ
 … and freed us from the house of bondage. In famine You 
nourished us …  
 Why was רַיִם ית עֲבָדִים called מִצְּ  ?a house of bondage ,בֵּ
Because it was impossible for a servant to escape the bleak situation. 
So too, during a famine, the people are lost and desperate. With a 
strong אֱמוּנָה in ה׳ the situation can change, and what appeared 
impossible yesterday, happens!   

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 For Jews living in Leningrad during the height of the Cold 
War, life under Communism was nearly intolerable. Working long 
hours all week, a man could barely provide for a small family. But 
when  a  Jew  would  try  to  make  a  living,  he  was  up  against  even 
greater odds. 
 Torah-observant Jews lived in constant terror that their 
forbidden observance would be discovered. That was a direct ticket 
to Siberia. All of the pressure forced hundreds of thousands of Jews 
to stop keeping שַבָת and abandon the תוֹרָה. But R’ Yitzchak Isaac 
Krasik would not succumb — not from the hunger, political pressure 
and certainly not from fear. He lived by his own set of rules. But one 
time his ingenuity got him in trouble. 
 On the first שַבָת morning of his new job, he showed up to 
work with a fake bandage on his head in order to get excused from 
work for the day. The next שַבָת he came in complaining of another 
ailment. For the first few שַבָתוֹת, his manager authorized his sick 
leave. Then he noticed the pattern. Every שַבָת, R’ Krasik came in with 
another excuse. Each time another mysterious ailment prevented 
him  from  doing  any  physical  labor.  Finally  the  plant  manager 
informed him that he knew precisely what tricks he was up to. R’ 
Krasik quickly shifted gears. He pleaded with his boss and the man 
promised, at least for now, not to report the “crime.” After a few 
more weeks, however, he fired R’ Krasik from his job. 
 He was now faced with the daunting challenge of finding a 

job to help feed his family. But no one was willing to overlook the fact 
that he skipped work every שַבָת. Weeks turned into months and the 
Krasik family was desperate for food. With סַח  approaching, the פֶּ
home was completely bare. Not a morsel of food could be found.  
 As the eve of the 14th of נִיסָן was upon them, they were 
required to check their home for any possible ץ  The thought was .חָמֵּ
ludicrous. ץ  in their barren home? How could he possibly check for חָמֵּ
ץ  at a time like this when his entire family was starving? The חָמֵּ
thought crossed R’ Krasik’s mind that perhaps this year there was no 
obligation for him to check for ץ  Perhaps the entire house was .חָמֵּ
considered a ץ נִיסִים בוֹ חָמֵּ ין מַכְּ אֵּ  could חָמֵץ a place where no — מָקוֹם שֶּ
have possibly entered. His nephew, R’ Meir Dobrovsky, came over and 
they discussed the idea of not checking for ץ  since there was חָמֵּ
obviously no food to be found. Nevertheless, the notion of skipping 
ץ דִיקַת חָמֵּ ץ entirely just did not seem right. We check for בְּ  because חָמֵּ
that is what ה׳ wants from us and not necessarily because of what we 
might find. Although his hunger made it feel more like יוֹם כִפוּר than 
סַח  R' Yitzchak was determined to fulfill the requirement to search ,פֶּ
for ץ  .חָמֵּ
 As night fell and the stars appeared, he began his solemn 
search. Going through the motions, he walked from room to room 
searching for ץ  Though weak from hunger, he kept at it. When he .חָמֵּ
was almost finished, he stumbled across a large roll! He could hardly 
believe his eyes. Where had it come from. It couldn’t possibly have 
been there beforehand. But there it was before his very eyes.  
 He sat down upon concluding his ץ דִיקַת חָמֵּ  and, together בְּ
with his family, ate a very special עוּדָה ץ סְּ דִיקַת חָמֵּ  As they savored .בְּ
every morsel that entered their mouths, their joy knew no bounds. 
Together they had upheld a 3000-year-old tradition and now their 
efforts were being rewarded. 
 R' Yitzchak never forgot that lesson: A person must do what 
he  is  required  to  do,  and  help  will  come  from  the  most  unlikely  
of  places. 

Adapted from: One Shining Moment (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

Halacha Corner

Dear Talmid, 
 A לְמִיד  of R' Simcha Zissel תַּ
Broide ״ל צַּ  once related the following זַּ
episode: 
 “I got up at 7 o’clock and looked 
out my dormitory window. I saw the  ׁראֺש
 standing still on the pathway that יְשִׁיבָה
led to the יְשִׁיבָה. The ראֺשׁ יְשִׁיבָה waited a 
few minutes and then continued walking 
to the יְשִׁיבָה building. I was surprised, 
and my surprise grew even greater when 
I saw the ראֺשׁ יְשִׁיבָה walking speedily 
towards the ׁית מִדְרָש  .בֵּ
 “I thought to myself, ‘If he was 
so  weak  that  he  had  to  rest  awhile 
before he continued to walk, where did 
he suddenly find the energy to begin 
walking at such high speed?’ 

 “The riddle was solved when I 
noticed an old, tired man walking slowly 
along the path, leaning on a stick. Each 
step appeared to be a major effort for 
him. I understood everything at once. 
ינוּ בֵּ  was always very careful not to hurt רַּ
anybody’s feelings — either directly or 
indirectly. This time, R' Simcha Zissel did 
not allow himself to pass ahead of the 
man, knowing that it would cause him 
anguish to see a man older than himself, 
walking swiftly on two healthy legs, 
whereas he was hobbling along on his 
worn-out, sick legs, leaning on a stick …  
 “That’s why ּינו בֵּ  did not want רַּ
to pass ahead of the man, in spite of the 
fact  that  he  was  so  particular  about 
being the first one to come to the  ית בֵּ

מִדְרָשׁ  Although standing still for long] .הַּ
periods of time would cause him acute 
pain,] he wouldn’t allow himself to cause 
anguish to anyone, even for that.”  
 My לְמִיד  great people are ,תַּ
easily recognizable by the way in which 
they demonstrate their sensitivity to the 
feelings  of  other  people.   Can  you 
imagine how many fine people must 
have walked past the same old man that 
day,   without   ever   considering   his 
feelings? The proof of a great person is 
watching how he relates to, and thinks 
about, every individual! 
 

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
 רֶבִי Your                         ,בְיְדִידוּת

Story: Exquisite Middos — Prince of the Torah Knigdom (Feldheim) 
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פסח
בס״ד

Agudas Yisroel of America

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.

… R’ Bender told over the story 
of R’ Berenbaum’s fasting at the 

dinner…I thought to myself:

R’ Shmuel’s fasting did not just 
have an effect on this one talmid…

Today, this person is a choshuve yungerman, 
I stood next to him at the levayah…

One year at a dinner for R’ 
Bender’s yeshiva, Darchei Torah.

The Rosh Yeshiva, R’ Shmuel was 
once dealing with a serious issue…

the menahel, R’ Trenk decided 
to make a nachas call…

…I remember, the 
venerable Rosh Yeshiva, 

R’ Shmuel would fast 
for the success of 

talmidim…

.. and this proves 
that this talmid is a bad 
person! We insist that 
he be thrown out of 

yeshiva.

I must be mekabel 
taanis at mincha 
for this bochur’s 

hatzlocha!

I’m really puzzled, I was 
ready to call down the parents 
of a problem talmid, but in the 

past few weeks, the boy started 
to improve in learning, davening 

and even his interaction with 
other boys…I wonder why?

He’s a great boy….
did anything happen 

recently?

If Rav Shmuel 
fasted for a talmid, 

then I can surely 
fast for my son!

Did you fast 40 
days before you came 
here? If not, then I’m 
not ready to throw 

him out!

כ“ח טבת  2008 - 1920  5768 - 5680

בוֹים זַצַ״ל נְׁ רְׁ מוּאֵל בִּ יֵה לײֵב was born in Knyszyn, Poland, to ר׳ שְׁ ל and ר׳ אַרְׁ יטְׁ  When he arrived in Baranovich .גִּ
to learn under מַן זַצַ״ל הי״ד חָנָן וַסֶרְׁ  clothing and שַבָת he owned a treasure. His mother had sold her ,ר׳ אֶלְׁ
shoes and bought him a צוֹת הַחוֹשֶן  After three years, he went to learn in Mir, Poland. At the onset of .קְׁ
WWII, the יבָה שִּ יבָה was forced to move to Vilna, Lithuania. Miraculously, the יְׁ שִּ  fled across Russia to יְׁ
Kobe, Japan, and then to Shanghai, China. After the war, the יבָה שִּ מוּאֵל .moved to the U.S יְׁ  married ר׳ שְׁ
the oldest daughter of the יבָה שִּ  Shortly after his marriage he .זַצַ״ל R’ Avrohom Kalmanovitz ,ראֺש יְׁ
gave חַבוּרוֹת to the older ים יבָה and he became the ,בָחוּרִּ שִּ  in 1960. In 1964, he was joined by his ראֺש יְׁ
brother-in-law רַגָא מֺשֶה יבָה and both led the ,ר׳ שְׁ שִּ  until their respective passing. During his last יְׁ
decade, he dedicated tremendous energy on distributing דָקָה נֵי תּוֹרָה to צְׁ ים ,בְׁ יִּ ים and עֲנִּ תוֹמִּ רָאֵל in יְׁ שְׁ  אֶרֶץ יִּ
and America. His legendary תּוֹרָה knowledge and ים חַת הַחַיִּ מְׁ  were surpassed only by his greatest שִּ

legacy — his uncompromising מָדָה  .learning תּוֹרָה and his great love for הַתְׁ
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

בְחוּ     קְרָא פַרְעֺה אֶל מֺשֶה וּלְאַהֲרֺן וַיאֺמֶר לְכוּ זִּ בָאָרֶץ.  וַיאֺמֶר מֺשֶה לאֺ נָכוֹן …  וַיִּ
ן   סְקְלֻנוּ.…  לַעֲשׂוֹת כֵּ יהֶם וְלאֺ  יִּ ינֵּ ם לְעֵּ צְרַיִּ זְבַח אֶת תּוֹעֲבַת מִּ ן נִּ הֵּ  

 and said, “Go and bring אַהֲרֺן and מֺשֶה called to פַרְעֺה 
sacrifices to your G-d in the land.” מֺשֶה said, “It is not proper to do so... 
for if we slaughter the god of Egypt in their sight, will they not stone 
us?” ( כב-שְמוֹת ח:כא ) 
 ,plagues ,מַכוֹת had already been afflicted with four פַרְעֺה 
which left Egypt in ruins. He finally agreed to allow the Jewish People 
to offer their sacrifices to ה׳. There was, however, one stipulation — 
they must do it in Egypt. 
 .had a problem with slaughtering the Egyptian god מֺשֶה 
Surely the Egyptians would not tolerate having their god slaughtered 
without offering some sort of resistance. We wonder if מֺשֶה was 
serious in this remark.  
 The ר  ?actually afraid this might occur מֺשֶה asks, was חֲתַם סוֹפֵּ
And if he was, why would פַרְעֺה have suggested the idea? Obviously, 
the Egyptian nation had been brought to its knees. There was no fight 
left in them to protest against the Jewish nation slaughtering their god. 
 The ר  was not afraid of מֺשֶה ,explains that indeed חֲתַם סוֹפֵּ
the Egyptians rising up against them. מֺשֶה meant to say, however, that 
when the ים יִּ צְרִּ  would observe the slaughtering of their god, they מִּ
would become so enraged that they would really want to kill the Jews. 

However, since the ים יִּ צְרִּ  ,had already been devastated by plagues מִּ
they would not be able to harm ל שְׂרָאֵּ  This would make the .כְלַל יִּ
frustration of the ים יִּ צְרִּ  felt מֺשֶה that much greater — something that מִּ
was improper. 
 It is not acceptable to cause another person any emotional 
pain. True, the ים יִּ צְרִּ  deserved the most severe punishment for their מִּ
cruel treatment of the Jews. However, causing them emotional pain 
was unnecessary and inappropriate.  
 R' Avraham Pam, זַצַ״ל, observes that this thought has much 
practical significance.  He cites one instance in which an individual 
accepts upon himself a difficult חוּמְרָה, stringency, which others might 
find  unnecessary  or  even  foolish.  Yet,  in  order  to  demonstrate  to 
others that he is correct in his observance of this stringency, he will go 
out of his way to perform it in front of precisely those people who 
disapprove of it. It is his way of saying, “I do not care about you, what 
you think, or what you do.” This type of foolish action only leads to 
resentment and strife. 
 How important it is to go out of our way to be sensitive to 
the needs and feelings of others! ּינו  was extremely sensitive to מֺשֶה רַבֵּ
the needs of Egyptians. Should we not be sensitive to the needs of our 
fellow Jew? 

Adapted from Peninim on the Torah (12) (with kind permission from Rabbi A.L. Scheinbaum) 

TorahThoughts

ינד זַצַ״ל יסקִׂ מְחָה מָרְדְכַי זִׂ יסל) ר׳ שִׂ מְחָה זִׂ ר׳  Broide), son of ר׳ שִׂ
יָהוּ אַבְרָהָם זְקִׂ ם was born in ,טוֹבָא רײֵזל and חִׂ  In his .יְרוּשָלַיִׂ
early years, he learned in ים ר׳ מָרְדְכַי  under תַלְמוּד תוֹרָה עֵץ חַיִׂ

ין זַצַ״ל ד לֶוִׂ צְוָה At the age of .דָוִׂ יבַת חֶבְרוֹן he went to learn in ,בַר מִׂ  where ,יְשִׂ
he spent his next 75 years. In 1941, he married רְיָם ע״ה  the ,גוֹלְדָא מִׂ
daughter of R' Moshe Finkel זַצַ״ל, the יבָה ר׳  .חֶבְרוֹן of Slabodka and ראֺש יְשִׂ
מְחָה ים began delivering שִׂ עוּרִׂ יבְתָא in 1945, and was appointed שִׂ  in ראֺש מְתִׂ
1951. In 1961, he became יבָה מְחָה .ראֺש יְשִׂ  מוֹעֶצֶת גְדוֹלֵי הַתוֹרָה was on the ר׳ שִׂ
in שְרָאֵל דַעַת  and practical חָכְמָה ,and was recognized for his sensitivity אֶרֶץ יִׂ
ים His .תוֹרָה ים include סְפָרִׂ יאוּרִׂ ים ,חֵלֶק בִׂ  and ,חָבֵר מַאֲמָרֵי הַתוֹרָה ,חֵלֶק מַאֲמָרִׂ
    .among others ,שָ״ם דֶרֶךְ

 ט״ז ניסן
5672 — 5760 
1912 — 2000 

In all the hundreds of מוֹת  and letters that הַסְכָּ
א זַצַ״ל יסל בּרוֹידָּ ה זִׂ מְחָּ  ever wrote, he ר׳ שִׂ
never once referred to a יד  by the title תַלְמִׂ
י ידִׂ יסל .my disciple ,תַלְמִׂ ה זִׂ מְחָּ  had the ר׳ שִׂ
same approach as א אֵיגֶר זַצַ״ל יבָּ  ,ר׳ עֲקִׂ
who reasoned, “Who knows who learned 
more from whom?” Once, during a עוּר  שִׂ
on ין יטִׂ יד a ,גִׂ  asked a question from a תַלְמִׂ
שְנָּה ה in מִׂ יסל After .חַלָּ ה זִׂ מְחָּ  absorbed ר׳ שִׂ
the depth of the יד  s question, he stopped’תַלְמִׂ
the עוּר יסל The next day .שִׂ ה זִׂ מְחָּ  used an entirely ר׳ שִׂ
different approach to explain the סֻגְיָּה. 

ב‘ חשון   1895-1964   5665-5724

The Rebbe takes down a matzah wrapped in a towel.

Back on the other side of town, the 
Seret-Vizhnitzer Rebbe carefully 
took out one Matzah for himself, 
and then handed the other two to his 

son.

The son is incredulous and asks 
his father for an explanation:

”...I therefore insisted on taking three matzos so that once the Skulener 
Rebbe gave all his Matzos away, he would still have two Matzos left - one 

for his own family, and the other for his son’s family.”

The hallmark of these Gedolei Yisroel was their Bein adam lachaveiro and 
ahavas Yisroel. They both survived the war, and each in his own unique style 

built from the ashes a vibrant and thriving chassidus that is especially known 
to emulate these traits.

During the difficult years before WWII, the Skulener Rebbe was able to procure some flour and 
erected a small Matzah Bakery. He provided one Matzah per family to the thousands of families in 

Chernowitz. The Seret-Vizhnitzer rebbe had insisted on receiving three Matzos. On Erev Pesach a chossid 
came to the Skulener Rebbe begging for a matzah.

You just don’t know the Skulener Rebbe 
and his son. I know they have such Ahavas 

Yisroel that they gave away their last Matzah. 
They don’t have any matzah for their seder... 

hurry to the Rebbe’s home!

Here, take this 
matzah, but please do 
not tell anyone. Chag 

Kasher V’sameach!

Thank you, Rebbe! May 
the mitzvah of matzah be a 

shmira for the Rebbe in these 
difficult times!

My son let me 
give away his matzah; 
now I’m giving away 

mine!

Where is the 
Rebbe’s matzah? I 

looked all over and 
cannot find it.

You are right for 
asking! I am working on my 

preparation for erev pesach and 
will answer later...

Maybe my son 
and I will eat with my 

Gabbai’s family.

Hurry back to 
the Skulener Rebbe 

and return these two 
Matzos!...

I never 
questioned my 

father… now I see 
his foresight and 

gadlus!
What Chochma and ahavas 

Yisroel! Send your father the 
best of regards, and a Chag 

Kasher V’Sameach!

Here are the other 
two Matzos I received 

earlier.

R’ Baruch Hager, Admor of Seret-Vizhnitz, was born in Vizhnitz. He was the fourth son 
of R’ Israel. His father called him the “wise one.” He received semichah from R’ Meir 
Arak and others. From 1923, he was a Rov first in Erzecse-Batvaros, Kutzman, and 
then in Seret, where he established a yeshivah. Together with his father they visited 
Eretz Yisroel in 1935. He became rebbe in 1936. He was transported to Transnistria, 
where he spent close to three years in hiding. His brother Eliezer rescued him and 
took him to Czernowitz and Braszov. In 1947 he arrived in Haifa, where he established 
the chassidic settlement of Ramat Vishnitz. He was active in the Aguda and Chinuch 

Atzmai and was a member of Moetzes Gedolei HaTorah.
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פסח: יום א: שמות יב:כא-נא הפטרה: ויאמר יהושע...)יהושע ג:ה-ז, ה:ב-ו:א,ו:כז(     תפילת טל

יום ב: ויקרא כב:כו-כג:מד הפטרה: וישלח המלך... )מלכים ב כג:א-ט, כא-כה(     הלל שלם ב ימים ראשונים

מפטיר ב׳ ימים ראשונים: במדבר כח:טז-כה   דף יומי: בכורות ג׳, ד׳

חג כשר ושמח!

Special learning programs are planned in various locations on חול המועד (Monday — Thursday , April 22-25). For time/location nearest you, 

please call your local Pirchei branch coordinator or contact the National Agudah office at 212 797 9000 ext 272.

ישיבת חול המועד


