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Torah Thoughts
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In every generation every Jew must consider himself ...

There are many diverse and rich customs on the 779 night. All of them have beautiful and eternal messages
related to reliving the elevated feelings surrounding the o1%» n7X3 and the yearning for the ¥ 7R3 Let’s examine
an example from the 170 of the Caucasian Jews.

Towards the evening, the Caucasian Jews put on what they call “liberty-clothes,” which have wide loose
sleeves. They stick a short spear or dagger in their belts, and then go to the shul to daven. On this night, they chant
together with their 0217 (learned man) the entire 93, word for word.

Upon returning home, they find their homes illuminated with many candles in honor of 2iv a¥>. The older
women wrap themselves in shawls, but the younger women and girls are dressed mostly in linen dresses, and put
roses and other kind of flowers in their braids. They hastily gather all the food they have prepared, such as roasted
geese, stuffed turkeys, nixn, 717 and a bowl! of Ng, and carry it to the house of the nJn. It is the Caucasian Jewish
custom to have many families gather in the house of a learned man to explain the 7737 in the Tartar’s language. Then
the people all sit down upon the ground in accordance with their custom, and the learned man translates and
explains the 71737 to them.

It is a very impressive scene; the sturdy men sit dressed in their liberty-clothes, wearing a belt with a short
spear at their sides. They sit in rows in the formation of soldiers resting after active battle. Between the rows they
spread expensive carpets on which stand very attractive candlesticks.

The women are kept confined in their rooms all year, and are never seen with uncovered faces in public;
but on noa 9, they come to the 179 with their faces uncovered and adorned with golden and diamond earrings. On
this night they fear neither an ¥77 1y, evil-eye, nor bad spirits, because it is a night watched over by "7 himself.

When the learned man reads the parts of the 1737 that speak of the future deliverance from exile, they all
raise their hands towards a»% and exclaim with great devotion and deep sadness: “May it be the will of "7 that 7°wn
717 12, come and bring redemption to all the people in exile, as "7 has redeemed our ancestors in time of old.” All the
women thereupon respond: “1a, may this be "7’s will.”

While reading the paragraph beginning with: ...in¥y n& NiX77 28 220 137 737 923, In every generation every

ew must consider himself..., the 01 rises, wraps up a piece of 7¥n in an old handkerchief, puts it on his shoulder,
walks four paces, shows it to everybody and explains to them in their language, that our ancestors went out
of 0™¥n in this fashion. At the same time, he makes rapid motions with his body to indicate that 87> *12
left 0™1%n in haste. (Please turn over — continuation on side 2)
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Yahrtzeits of our
INIV? 2517)

R' Shlomo Wolbe %731, was born in Berlin. His

| early education was in ¥119PIX12 N2°Y? and R

Botchko's 12’ in Montreux, Switzerland. In

~ | the 1930s, he became a close Tnon of ™

| 57g1 o and R' Chatzkal 781 in ~n. After

the war, he moved to mpn nn9, where he married the

daughter of 7728 ™ Grodzinsky %7x1, the mawn of

Slobodka. In 1948, he became mjwn of 282 77173 2w

Py, where he served for 35+ years. Later, he served as

37 in Lakewood 20w (981 vIR). He opened navw»

DIRY N33 at age 80. He wrote 1000’s of letters to those

|seeking practical guidance in npny, n'2 oi?y and anf
\ matters. His 99D, MW °%Y, became an instant classic

N and received ninaoa from 281> 91T

Pirchei Agudas Ysirogl of fimerica
55™ Annual National a1 210
For All boys grades 4 & older
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Sunday, April 22™, 2018
@ Kol Yaakov
1703 McDonald Avenue
Doors open 6:00 PM
Program begins 6:30 PM
For tickets please call us at: 212 797 900

77 9 haws — Fathers & sons! Please join us for a
special 2°13) MaN learning program during o2 79027 217, Rabbi & Mrs. S.N. Mermelstein
Monday — Thursday, April 2-5 from 10-11 a.m. @
425 East 9th Street. Great prizes for all participants! N7DYOW 713 DN 17 N3 7Y NY° 793 1YY
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This week’s issue is dedicated by:

“When his 2 sons died
suddenly by way of a fire
from omy, 71aX had to deal
with a life challenge. He was
asked to remain silent, and
he did. He was rewarded for
his silence ... There is a great

lesson we can learn from
77gX’s  controlled  ‘silence’.
There are times  when

silence is more than just the
mere absence of words; at
times, ‘silence’ speaks

louder than words could
possibly express!”

Source: MM "7y 790
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Special learning programs
are planned in various
locations on ymn»n (Mon.
— Thurs., April 2-5). For
time/location nearest you,
please call your local
Pirchei branch coordinator
or contact the National




Lsiving with thg Torah

' Continuation from Page 1
Story adapted from: Haderech Publications

In the meantime, the young fellows go into a separate room and
select one from their midst, whom they dress in torn, tattered clothes.
After putting a sack on his shoulders and giving him a thick stick in his
hand, they send him outside. After a short interval, a loud knocking on the
door is heard. Someone is asking for permission to enter and participate in
the 770 service.

All those assembled inquire: “Who are you, and what may your
wish be?”

“I am a Jew and | desire to celebrate with you the nog, the 2iv oj
of our freedom,” answers the voice from behind the door.

“How can we believe that you are a Jew?”

“I wear n*¥°% at the corners of my garments.”

But the assembly replies. “This is not sufficient proof; give us
some other sign.”

“Then my nixe will prove what | say.”

“Even this is not sufficient proof it is not yet the real proof.”

“Just let me in, and you will then see that | am telling you the
nny,” pleads the voice from behind the door. And at the same times he
becomes angry and excited and begins knocking with his heavy stick on the
door. Thereupon the assembly asks further:

“If you really are a Jew, why do you arrive so late? Don’t you
know that today is a festival in Israel, and that everybody must stay
home?”

“You see, | just came from Wipa Y @A, It is a very long
distance from here, and all the roads along the way are full of danger at
every step. Our enemies lie in wait for us, and are always in our way. These
enemies stand between you and me like an impassable wall, so that | was
unable to come to you before the festival.”

Thereupon the “stranger” breaks out in loud weeping and the
rest of the assembly sits quietly as if absorbed in deep meditations, which
from time to time is broken by a deep, heavy sigh.

Everyone’s eyes are now turned towards the door, when, at a
given sign from the 021, somebody opens it. The young man immediately
enters and walks directly to the center of the room, with a sword at his
side and a sack on his shoulders. He wears sandals with points bent
upward, and his clothes are all covered with dust. A feeling of joy and
happiness comes over the assembly. With joyous laughter they surround
the new stranger and, from all sides, attack him with questions such as
these:

“How fares it in 227, the Holy City?”

“How fare our brethren there, in the Holy City of @>2¢7?, who are
always in the presence of '7?”

“When will 7@ come to redeem us?”

“Do you bring us a message of our redemption?”

The newcomer gives them a hearty greeting from vy,
the 21, the towns and villages, the fields and forests, and from the holy
°2p. He informs them in the name of the o°»3213 from the Holy City, that
there are signs pointing out that W will soon come and destroy the iron
wall that separates them from the Holy City.

Those assembled listen very attentively to every word uttered by |

Athe messenger, and when the messenger has finished speaking, they all
raise their hands heavenward, and, with a deep, long, heartbreaking sigh
they loudly say several times: “ya&, may thus be His will, may thus
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be His will!

The am2 37 nisvn contest

*The 4th year of our international 312 37 ni2%7 contest ends this week.

Learn at least two nis?7 in md2 Nid7T in Y W MXP every day until o

=== (preferably together with an older &n1127, but this is not a requirement).

The two practical 2°12°9 in 1y 107W MR (totaling 23 0°9°vR) chosen for the contest

are: 1"p 1970 (2°9°Y9 X - 9797 N127), and v 10 (2°9°¥0 27 - 170 22 170). Those who

finish all 23 o'y before M09 can review what they learned in the remaining days of
the contest. Faxes will be accepted until the week after roa.

*This is intended only as a brief synopsis. Review of the 797 n2X 190 is far more extensive and appropriate.

To join this program and of course continue to 7" X review the weekly Y2 as per your grade level, please send a fax every §
week signed by a parent to 718 506 9633 — include your grade, name, school, city, state, contact # and fax # to win a beautiZ#

ful set of 2w Ni7i73 NIXYPR in a raffle after. nog

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required 712

Focus on Middos TIo2

A letter from a Rebbi based on interviews

\ 4

(Dear Talmid,

R' Moshe Zev Katzenstein X"7% once related the following
‘small” incident to give us an insight into his beloved 3%n, R' Shlomo
Wolbe 9731, He explained that this incident showed how his 27 was
able to quickly assess a situation and thought carefully about the best
way to use a moment of opportunity:

“I'was davening in a 7% in @2¢37; on 123 o1 and the mwn
was davening 17°v1 before the 7Tiny.

“The m99n was ahead of schedule so the 720> WX1 sent me to
tell the m3Wn to say each 1297 172X individually. | went over and the
°3Wn seemed to ignore me. | wasn't sure if he heard or not and
returned to my seat. The 72°%> WX3 sent me to go and try to tell him
again. | went and got the same results.

“The davening finished early. At the end of 7993, the m3wn
gave a “dX7p” on the m»°2 and said, " 72WA T8I WP - M3 O TN PR'O
I72WR IR0 IR 9 YYD PRRY 8w — It is still 1983 af> - we can still
learn 791 and do m2wn!"

“The 1220 roared with a 77iA %3P as the last moments of af®
7383 were drawing to an end.

“Afterwards, the mwn said "My child, | heard you — but
wasn't this better?"

“We were taught to use those remaining minutes of 7133 o
productively instead of just passing the time. The end of every 2iv of
was given a new meaning as a result of that lesson.”

My 7178, R' Moshe Zev Katzenstein X"0>9% did not just see
the learning of 79I as a smart way to use the last moments of an
individual 7393 o¥>. The lesson of that 7393 0i* was everlasting and gave
a new meaning to treasure each moment of time every 2iv 0. As we
prepare for 1103, think how it can be an everlasting memory for even
after 23 a¥! (37 170K TIV2 10B NIDYT W2 R0y X1 1Y)
NI7°73, Your °27

*Halacha Corner:
W apivm 500/m9 396 D958 (NPT 993y

——

® Beginning with 7% on the first day of noy, the 371n of 119WK "2 is to
stop saying ayad 7™ 7177 2°Wn in the second 1272 of My Ay,
The 373 of 7799 °12 is to add Pu3 71 instead.

e |f at mIn one accidently added m13 2°%n and remembered before
saying "7 in the 71272 of oo mmn, one should return to the
beginning of the 71272 (from 1123 7AX) and start again.

e For those who say w3 71in in place of m7 2Wn during the
summer months, one can say 0> 23721 Pu1 TR YWin? 21 nax 101
times, thereby assuring himself that he will more than likely say the
correct wording.

e Some authorities hold the same is true for those who do not say
D3 773 during summer. They too may repeat 23727 ¥winy 27 7nx
o7, 101 times. However, the o»m3 777 argues with this and
cautions that this cannot be relied upon.

e One must stand while reciting the 71272 for vy N7°9y; however, if
one sat, one is still Xy (723°73).

e \Women are not obligated to fulfill the mx» of WMivy N9y, and the
77772 7Y suggests that women should count without a 71272.

*Since we only discuss 1-9 smayn, it is important to consider these ma%1 in the context
of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in depth study.

»y4 Questions of the wegek:
1. What are the two oW1, roots, that > suggests for the words 1o
or “Aroo’?
2. What were the reasons behind why 781 %93 bowed and prostrated
themselves after being assembled and explained the nixn of npa 9°97?
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