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Torah Thoughts
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In every generation every Jew must consider himself ...

There are many diverse and rich customs on the 779 night. All of them have beautiful and eternal messages
related to reliving the elevated feelings surrounding the o>1%» noX3 and the yearning for the mnbY m9R3. Let’s examine
an example from the 770 of the Caucasian Jews.

Towards the evening, the Caucasian Jews put on what they call “liberty-clothes,” which have wide loose
sleeves. They stick a short spear or dagger in their belts, and then go to the shul to daven. On this night, they chant
together with their 0217 (learned man) the entire 93, word for word.

Upon returning home, they find their homes illuminated with many candles in honor of 2iv o¥>. The older
women wrap themselves in shawls, but the younger women and girls are dressed mostly in linen dresses, and put
roses and other kind of flowers in their braids. They hastily gather all the food they have prepared, such as roasted
geese, stuffed turkeys, nixn, 717 and a bowl! of Np7, and carry it to the house of the nJ1. It is the Caucasian Jewish
custom to have many families gather in the house of a learned man to explain the 7737 in the Tartar’s language. Then
the people all sit down upon the ground in accordance with their custom, and the learned man translates and
explains the 71737 to them.

It is a very impressive scene; the sturdy men sit dressed in their liberty-clothes, wearing a belt with a short
spear at their sides. They sit in rows in the formation of soldiers resting after active battle. Between the rows they
spread expensive carpets on which stand very attractive candlesticks.

The women are kept confined in their rooms all year, and are never seen with uncovered faces in public;
but on noo 9, they come to the 170 with their faces uncovered and adorned with golden and diamond earrings. On
this night they fear neither an ¥77 1%y, evil-eye, nor bad spirits, because it is a night watched over by 7 himself.

When the learned man reads the parts of the 737 that speak of the future deliverance from exile, they all
raise their hands towards o»% and exclaim with great devotion and deep sadness: “May it be the will of "7 that mwn
717 72, come and bring redemption to all the people in exile, as '7 has redeemed our ancestors in time of old.” All the
women thereupon respond: “12&, may this be "7’s will.”

While reading the paragraph beginning with: ...in¥y n& niX7? o8 220 1§71 737 923, In every generation every

Jew must consider himself..., the 037 rises, wraps up a piece of 7¥n in an old handkerchief, puts it on his shoulder,
walks four paces, shows it to everybody and explains to them in their language, that our ancestors went out of
o°¥7 in this fashion. At the same time, he makes rapid motions with his body to indicate that 287> *32

left o1%¥n in haste. (Please turn over — continuation on side 2)
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@ | 155 c2x api M was born to a»m 12 M and

Selma Dunner in Cologne, Germany. He was a

pan Ten of 2Py Mom 1 Weinberg (WX *1%)

who gave him 2m9. In 1936, he was appointed

Chief Rabbi of East Prussia, serving in its capital,

Konigsberg. In 1937, he married Ry, the daughter of R'

Zev Freyhan (a founding member of %Xt nTIR).

Together with R' Schonfeld, he set up the first 2py> n"a
Seminary in Stamford Hill in 1947, which he headed until

the mid-1990s. As 77 n°2 a8 W1 of the Union of

Orthodox Hebrew Congregations in London (1960-

12007), he took a leading role in revamping N W3 in thef
A\ UK. He also served as 27 of the %% n7v %ap, and was

the X3 of Y87 n7ax (Europe).
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This week’s issue is dedicated by:

Rabbi & Mrs. S.N. Mermelstein
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This week’s issue and learning program are dedicated:
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To appreciate how much R’
Yosef Tzvi Dunner 9”31 was
revered and honored by the
greatest 0°2173 of his time, one
just needs to imagine the
charged atmosphere at the 6"
72173 019 in 22U in 1980.
More than 10,000 attendees
from all over the globe
included representatives and
the leading o773 of each
country. R' Shach 9731 chose R
Yosef Tzvi Dunner to open the
proceedings and recite 0°%1n
in memory and tribute of the
six million @W7p that perished

in WWII.
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Every myon, especially those
of our children (n»a %y nipira
177), is powerful. The o»nvon
writes that davening for
others is a xnmixy mun. Even if
you cannot assist your friend
with money, you can assist
him with your ni%on. In this
time of xmwn7 "D3py, please
try to say extra o°van for oy
X727 °12. In the nmiop of our
collective ni%an, may we be mp#t
to the 21p2 mow A
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In the meantime, the young fellows go into a separate room and}
select one from their midst, whom they dress in torn, tattered clothes.
After putting a sack on his shoulders and giving him a thick stick in his hand,
they send him outside. After a short interval, a loud knocking on the door is
heard. Someone is asking for permission to enter and participate in the 170
service.

All those assembled inquire: “Who are you, and what may your
wish be?”

“I'am a Jew and | desire to celebrate with you the 103, the 27w o
of our freedom,” answers the voice from behind the door.

“How can we believe that you are a Jew?”

“I wear n*¢*% at the corners of my garments.”

But the assembly replies. “This is not sufficient proof; give us
some other sign.”

“Then my nixe will prove what | say.”

“Even this is not sufficient proof it is not yet the real proof.”

“Just let me in, and you will then see that | am telling you the
nnR,” pleads the voice from behind the door. And at the same times he
becomes angry and excited and begins knocking with his heavy stick on the
door. Thereupon the assembly asks further:

“If you really are a Jew, why do you arrive so late? Don’t you know
that today is a festival in Israel, and that everybody must stay home?”

“You see, | just came from wWipg 7y 22U, It is a very long
distance from here, and all the roads along the way are full of danger at
every step. Our enemies lie in wait for us, and are always in our way. These
enemies stand between you and me like an impassable wall, so that | was
unable to come to you before the festival.”

Thereupon the “stranger” breaks out in loud weeping and the rest
of the assembly sits quietly as if absorbed in deep meditations, which from
time to time is broken by a deep, heavy sigh.

Everyone’s eyes are now turned towards the door, when, at a
given sign from the 027, somebody opens it. The young man immediately
enters and walks directly to the center of the room, with a sword at his
side and a sack on his shoulders. He wears sandals with points bent
upward, and his clothes are all covered with dust. A feeling of joy and
happiness comes over the assembly. With joyous laughter they surround
the new stranger and, from all sides, attack him with questions such as
these:

“How fares it in 22¢7, the Holy City?”

“How fare our brethren there, in the Holy City of 22¢/17, who are
always in the presence of "7?”

“When will 7°¥n come to redeem us?”

“Do you bring us a message of our redemption?”

The newcomer gives them a hearty greeting from o2,
the o°n21, the towns and villages, the fields and forests, and from the holy
o2p. He informs them in the name of the o°»217 from the Holy City, that
there are signs pointing out that mwn will soon come and destroy the iron
wall that separates them from the Holy City.

Those assembled listen very attentively to every word uttered by
the messenger, and when the messenger has finished speaking, they allf

raise their hands heavenward, and, with a deep, long, heartbreaking sigh £
they loudly say several times: “Ja%, may thus be His will, may thus 4
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Special learning programs are planned in
various locations on 7yina Yin (Tuesday — Friday,

March 30 - April 2). For the time and location
nearest you, please call your local Pirchei branch

| coordinator or contact the National Aguda

office at 212 797 9000 ext 272.
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Focus on Middos 702

A letter from a Rebbi, based on interviews

ﬁear nom,
R' Pinchos Dunner X"0>?¥ relates an inspirational episode that
happened with his zeide, R' Yosef Tzvi Dunner 9731, in Germany on the
fateful night of November 9™ 1938. That horrific night became known
as Kristallnacht (Night of Broken Glass) in the annals of World history:

R' Yosef Tzvi was arrested as part of the Kristallnacht pogrom.
However, The Nazi authorities W"n> were prevented from moving him
to the Dachau concentration camp as that entailed a land journey
through Poland, which miraculously “refused” to allow access to its
territory for the transport of political prisoners. His wife then contacted
R' Solomon Schonfeld in London, who obtained a precious rabbi's visa
for R' Yosef Tzvi Dunner and his young family.

R' Pinchos once asked his zeide to describe the Kristallnacht
experience to him. What was zeide thinking as he went through it? He
had committed no crime, and yet his freedom was being taken away,
and his life was in grave danger.

Zeide pondered over the questions for a moment, and then
looked at his grandson. “I felt very lucky,” he said.

His zeide must have seen the surprise on his einikel’s face, so
he explained what he meant.

“You see, when they eventually put me in a cell, | knew it was
going to be with somebody else. That person could have been anybody.
For example, it might easily have been an anti-Semitic criminal who
could have hurt me, or even killed me. But | was lucky. My cellmate
turned out to be my dear friend, Martin Miloslawer, the cantor from
the big synagogue. He knew all the prayers by heart, and | knew niwn
by heart, so we prayed together, and we studied together —and | really
felt very lucky.”

My Tn2n, it takes great 1inv2 and oW NRY to see 'T's hand
when one was is saved from a danger. Imagine the 7iny2 and oy nRY
to feel "7’s hand while still in mortal danger? This episode is a glimpse of

the greatness of R' Yosef Tzvi Dunner 971!
1972 737 M
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*Halacha Corner:
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® The 170 table should be set with the best dishes, during the day, so
that the 779 can begin on time. However, this year one cannot set
the table until nightfall as this would be m327; therefore, one
should set the table on naw 27y or, if that is not possible, as soon as
it is night (N2 *x¥in).

® Fach 770 participant’s cup should be poured by someone else to
symbolize the majesty of the evening.

® |t is preferable to drink the entire cup of wine for each ©i3. The
minimum amount that one must drink is a n°y>17 217.

® A 1p, child under 7)¥» 73, does not need to drink a full n°y"27; it is
fine if he drinks a volume of wine that would fill his mouth.

® |t is most important for a child to ask the questions about the
reasons for the 1%, 737, the dippings, 7207 and to understand the
answers. [Ed. Note for o>7n7a: Think of one question that is not on
any of your sheets.]

® Once one recites the 17272 over the 7¥n, one may not speak about
matters which have no relevance to the meal until AFTER one
finishes eating the 9712 sandwich.

*Since we only discuss a few nidpn, it is important to consider these misbn in the
context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in depth study.

»¢1 Questions of the week:
1. What are the two 0¥V, roots, that 1 suggests for the words 109
or "nnoo?
2. What were the reasons behind why X7t %23 bowed and prostrated
themselves after being assembled and explained the nign of nos 9°5?
) nswers .
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