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 לרפו״ש ר׳ יוסף בן איטא חיה, ור׳ אלטר חיים בן יהודית, ור׳ ברוך מרדכי בן טעסיל, ור׳ אברהם בן רחל, ור׳ מתתיהו חיים בן עטיל  
 ולרפו״ש לאה בת שרה ריבא, ורחל בת חיה ביילא, וצפורה מלכה בת אסתר ליבא בתוך שאר חולי ישראל
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 גְדוֹלֵי יִשְרָאֵל
 י״ג ניסן 

5673 – 5767 
1913 – 2007 

רוּךְ חַיִים was born to ר׳ יוֹסֵף צְבִי הַלֵוִי  and ר׳ בָּ
Selma Dunner in Cologne, Germany. He was a 
ק  (שְרִידֵי אֵשׁ) Weinberg ר׳ יְחִיאֵל יַעֲקֹב of תַלְמִיד מֻבְהָּ
who gave him ה  In 1936, he was appointed .סְמִיכָּ

Chief Rabbi of East Prussia, serving in its capital, 
Königsberg. In 1937, he married א  'the daughter of R ,יִטָּ
Zev Freyhan (a founding member of אֵל  .(אֲגֻדַת יִשְרָּ
Together with R' Schonfeld, he set up the first בֵית יַעֲקֹב 
Seminary in Stamford Hill in 1947, which he headed until 
the mid-1990s. As ראֹשׁ אַב בֵית דִין of the Union of 
Orthodox Hebrew Congregations in London (1960-
2007), he took a leading role in revamping כַשְׁרוּת in the 

UK. He also served as ב אֵל of the רָּ  and was ,קְהַל עַדַת יִשְרָּ
the נָּשִיא of אֵל  .(Europe) אֲגֻדַת יִשְרָּ

  

 
 

 

Understanding חוֹל הַמוֹעֵד 
 לע״נ הר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה הלוי זצ״ל 

 יום א דפסח 
 דף יומי: שקלים ז

נא-קריאת התורה:שמות יב:כא  
ו:א,ו:כז(-ז, ה:ב-)יהושע ג:ה… הפטרה: ויאמר יהושע  

 תפילת טל
 

 יום ב דפסח

 דף יומי: שקלים ח
כג:מד-קריאת התורה:ויקרא כב:כו  

כה(-ט, כא-)מלכים ב כג:א… הפטרה: וישלח המלך  
 

כה -מפטיר ב׳ ימים ראשונים: במדבר כח:טז  
  הלל שלם ב ימים ראשונים 

  

 
 

 
  

Torah Thoughts Adapted from: Haderech Publications 
(Keren Hatorah Committee - London)  

ם לִרְאוֹת אֶת עַצְמוֹ   דָּ ל דוֹר וָּדוֹר חַיָּב אָּ ה פֶרֶק ז:ו(… בְכָּ מֵץ וּמַצָּ )רַמְבַ״ם הִלְכוֹת חָּ  
 In every generation every Jew must consider himself …  
 There are many diverse and rich customs on the סֵדֶר night. All of them have beautiful and eternal messages 
related to reliving the elevated feelings surrounding the גְאֻלַת מִצְרַיִם and the yearning for the ה ה שְׁלֵמָּ  Let’s examine .גְאֻלָּ
an example from the סֵדֶר of the Caucasian Jews.  
 Towards the evening, the Caucasian Jews put on what they call “liberty-clothes,” which have wide loose 
sleeves. They stick a short spear or dagger in their belts, and then go to the shul to daven. On this night, they chant 
together with their ם כָּ  .word for word ,הַלֵל the entire (learned man) חָּ
 Upon returning home, they find their homes illuminated with many candles in honor of יוֹם טוֹב. The older 
women wrap themselves in shawls, but the younger women and girls are dressed mostly in linen dresses, and put 
roses and other kind of flowers in their braids. They hastily gather all the food they have prepared, such as roasted 
geese, stuffed turkeys, רוֹר ,מַצוֹת ם and carry it to the house of the ,חֲרֹסֶת and a bowl of מָּ כָּ  It is the Caucasian Jewish .חָּ
custom to have many families gather in the house of a learned man to explain the ה דָּ  in the Tartar’s language. Then הַגָּ
the people all sit down upon the ground in accordance with their custom, and the learned man translates and 
explains the ה דָּ  .to them הַגָּ
 It is a very impressive scene; the sturdy men sit dressed in their liberty-clothes, wearing a belt with a short 
spear at their sides. They sit in rows in the formation of soldiers resting after active battle. Between the rows they 
spread expensive carpets on which stand very attractive candlesticks. 
 The women are kept confined in their rooms all year, and are never seen with uncovered faces in public; 
but on לֵיל פֶסַח, they come to the סֵדֶר with their faces uncovered and adorned with golden and diamond earrings. On 
this night they fear neither an ע רָּ  .himself ד׳ evil-eye, nor bad spirits, because it is a night watched over by ,עַיִן הָּ
 When the learned man reads the parts of the ה דָּ  that speak of the future deliverance from exile, they all הַגָּ
raise their hands towards מַיִם שִׁיחַ  that ד׳ and exclaim with great devotion and deep sadness: “May it be the will of שָּׁ מָּ

וִד  has redeemed our ancestors in time of old.” All the ד׳ come and bring redemption to all the people in exile, as ,בֶן דָּ
women thereupon respond: “מֵן  ”.s will’ד׳ may this be ,אָּ
 While reading the paragraph beginning with: ֹם לִרְאוֹת אֶת עַצְמו דָּ דוֹר חַיָּב אָּ ל דוֹר וָּ …בְכָּ , In every generation every 

Jew must consider himself…, the ם כָּ ה rises, wraps up a piece of חָּ  ,in an old handkerchief, puts it on his shoulder מַצָּ
walks four paces, shows it to everybody and explains to them in their language, that our ancestors went out of 

אֵל in this fashion. At the same time, he makes rapid motions with his body to indicate that מִצְרַיִם  בְנֵי יִשְרָּ
left מִצְרַיִם in haste. (Please turn over — continuation on side 2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 This week’s issue and learning program are dedicated: 

 לרפואה שלמה לר׳ יוסף בן איטא חיה שליט״א
 ולע״נ הבחור הנחמד ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

 This week’s issue is dedicated by: 

Rabbi & Mrs. S.N. Mermelstein 
 לע״נ ברכה יטא ע״ה בת ר׳ שמואל נח שליט״א

PAI NEWS 
Every ה  especially those ,תְפׅלָּ
of our children ( תִינוֹקוֹת שֶׁל בֵית
ן פֵץ חַיׅים is powerful. The ,(רַבָּ  חָּ
writes that davening for 
others is a א  Even if .מׅצְוָּה דְאוֹרַיְתָּ
you cannot assist your friend 
with money, you can assist 
him with your תְפִלוֹת. In this 
time of א א דׅמְשׁׅיחָּ  please ,עׅקְבְתָּ
try to say extra תְהִלִים for  ּאַחֵינו
אֵל  of our זְכוּת In the .בְנֵי יִשְרָּ
collective תְפִלוֹת, may we be זוֹכֶה 
to the רוֹב ה בְקָּ ה שְׁלֵמָּ  !גְאֻלָּ

 

 

To appreciate how much R' 
Yosef Tzvi Dunner זַצַ״ל was 
revered and honored by the 
greatest גְדוֹלִים of his time, one 
just needs to imagine the 
charged atmosphere at the 6th 
ה לַיִם in כְנֵסִיָּה גְדוֹלָּ  .in 1980 יְרוּשָּׁ
More than 10,000 attendees 
from all over the globe 
included representatives and 
the leading גְדוֹלִים of each 
country. R' Shach  ַל״זַצ  chose R' 
Yosef Tzvi Dunner to open the 
proceedings and recite תְהִלִים 
in memory and tribute of the 
six million קְדֹשִׁים that perished 

in WWII. 
 

    

 ר׳ יוֹסֵף צְבִי הַלֵוִי דינר זַצַ״ל

כד( -)מלאכי ג:ד… :וערבה לה מנחת יהודה הפטרהפרשה: צו\שבת הגדול          

 דף יומי: שקלים ו      
9מצות לא תעשה:     9מצות עשה:           
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 לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י,  לע״נ הב׳ מתתי׳ ע״ה בן יבלחט״א משולם זישא הלוי נ״י
 לע״נ לאה בילא בת אלכסנדר משה ז״ל, לע״נ אסתר בת יהושע ע״ה,  לע״נ ר׳ דוד שמעלקא בן אברהם אביגדור ז״ל, לע״נ שפרה בת ר׳ מרדכי ז״ל

טשרנה בת ר׳ מאיר ליבער ז״ל״נ לע״נ ר׳ אברהם אליעזר בן ר׳ נתן בנימין ז״ל,  לע״נ ליבא ע״ה בת ר׳ דוד זאב הי״ד,  לע״נ ר׳ שמואל מנחם משה בן ר׳ יצחק הכהן ז״ל, לע  
 לזכות לשידוך בקרוב לר׳ מנחם צבי בן איטקה שליט״א  ור׳ אברהם בן זיסל בתי׳ שליט״א
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   הדלקת נרות עש״ק
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For sponsorship or comments, please call: 718 972 2188 or Fax: 718 506 9633. 

 :Questions of the week רַשִ״י 
1. What are the two שִׁים רָּ סַח suggests for the words רַשִׁ״י roots, that ,שָּׁ  וּפָּ

or סַחְתִי  ?וּפָּ

2. What were the reasons behind why אֵל  bowed and prostrated כְלַל יִשְרָּ

themselves after being assembled and explained the מִצְוֹת of לֵיל פֶסַח? 

Answers 

ָּסַח offers two meanings for the word רַשִׁ״י .1  either he will have mercy or he - פ
will skip over (12:13 שְׁמוֹת – ד״ה וּפָסַחְתִי ;12:23 שְׁמוֹת – ד״ה וּפָסַח) 

ָּאֵל .2  in thanksgiving because within ד׳ exuded happiness and bowed to כְלַל יִשְר
the מִצְוֹת they were also informed: (i) Of the impending גְאֻלָּה, (ii) entering  אֶרֶץ

ָּאֵל ָּנִים the news of having (iii) יִשְר ֹּד הָעָם) ב  .(12:27 שְׁמוֹת – ד״ה וַיִק

 

 In the meantime, the young fellows go into a separate room and 
select one from their midst, whom they dress in torn, tattered clothes. 
After putting a sack on his shoulders and giving him a thick stick in his hand, 
they send him outside. After a short interval, a loud knocking on the door is 
heard. Someone is asking for permission to enter and participate in the סֵדֶר 
service. 
 All those assembled inquire: “Who are you, and what may your 
wish be?” 
 “I am a Jew and I desire to celebrate with you the פֶסַח, the יוֹם טוֹב 
of our freedom,” answers the voice from behind the door. 
 “How can we believe that you are a Jew?” 
 “I wear צִיצִית at the corners of my garments.” 
 But the assembly replies. “This is not sufficient proof; give us 
some other sign.” 
 “Then my פֵאוֹת will prove what I say.” 
 “Even this is not sufficient proof it is not yet the real proof.” 
 “Just let me in, and you will then see that I am telling you the 
 pleads the voice from behind the door. And at the same times he ”,אֶמֶת
becomes angry and excited and begins knocking with his heavy stick on the 
door. Thereupon the assembly asks further: 
 “If you really are a Jew, why do you arrive so late? Don’t you know 
that today is a festival in Israel, and that everybody must stay home?” 
 “You see, I just came from ׁלַיִם עִיר הַקֹדֶש  It is a very long .יְרוּשָּׁ
distance from here, and all the roads along the way are full of danger at 
every step. Our enemies lie in wait for us, and are always in our way. These 
enemies stand between you and me like an impassable wall, so that I was 
unable to come to you before the festival.” 
 Thereupon the “stranger” breaks out in loud weeping and the rest 
of the assembly sits quietly as if absorbed in deep meditations, which from 
time to time is broken by a deep, heavy sigh. 
 Everyone’s eyes are now turned towards the door, when, at a 
given sign from the ם כָּ  somebody opens it. The young man immediately ,חָּ
enters and walks directly to the center of the room, with a sword at his 
side and a sack on his shoulders. He wears sandals with points bent 
upward, and his clothes are all covered with dust. A feeling of joy and 
happiness comes over the assembly. With joyous laughter they surround 
the new stranger and, from all sides, attack him with questions such as 
these: 
 “How fares it in לַיִם  ”?the Holy City ,יְרוּשָּׁ
 “How fare our brethren there, in the Holy City of לַיִם  who are ,יְרוּשָּׁ
always in the presence of ד׳?” 
 “When will  ַשִׁיח  ”?come to redeem us מָּ
 “Do you bring us a message of our redemption?” 
 The newcomer gives them a hearty greeting from לַיִם  ,יְרוּשָּׁ
the מִים  the towns and villages, the fields and forests, and from the holy ,חֲכָּ
רִים מִים He informs them in the name of the .קְבָּ  from the Holy City, that חֲכָּ
there are signs pointing out that  ַשִׁיח  will soon come and destroy the iron מָּ
wall that separates them from the Holy City.  
 Those assembled listen very attentively to every word uttered by 
the messenger, and when the messenger has finished speaking, they all 

raise their hands heavenward, and, with a deep, long, heartbreaking sigh 
they loudly say several times: “מֵן  may thus be His will, may thus ,אָּ

be His will!” 
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Living with the Torah 
Continuation from Page 1 

Story adapted from: Haderech Publications  

 Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required ה כָּ  .For newsletter &/or learning sponsorship opportunities: 212 797 9000 ext 272                                   .עַל פִי הֲלָּ

  

 

 
 

 Focus on Middos בס״ד
A letter from a Rebbi, based on interviews 

Dear תַלְמִיד, 
 R' Pinchos Dunner ״א  relates an inspirational episode that שַׁלִיטָּ
happened with his zeide, R' Yosef Tzvi Dunner זַצַ״ל, in Germany on the 
fateful night of November 9th, 1938. That horrific night became known 
as Kristallnacht (Night of Broken Glass) in the annals of World history:   
 R' Yosef Tzvi was arrested as part of the Kristallnacht pogrom. 
However, The Nazi authorities ׁימ״ש were prevented from moving him 
to the Dachau concentration camp as that entailed a land journey 
through Poland, which miraculously “refused” to allow access to its 
territory for the transport of political prisoners. His wife then contacted 
R' Solomon Schonfeld in London, who obtained a precious rabbi's visa 
for R' Yosef Tzvi Dunner and his young family. 
 R' Pinchos once asked his zeide to describe the Kristallnacht 
experience to him. What was zeide thinking as he went through it? He 
had committed no crime, and yet his freedom was being taken away, 
and his life was in grave danger. 
 Zeide pondered over the questions for a moment, and then 
looked at his grandson. “I felt very lucky,” he said. 
 His zeide must have seen the surprise on his einikel’s face, so 
he explained what he meant. 
 “You see, when they eventually put me in a cell, I knew it was 
going to be with somebody else. That person could have been anybody. 
For example, it might easily have been an anti-Semitic criminal who 
could have hurt me, or even killed me. But I was lucky. My cellmate 
turned out to be my dear friend, Martin Miloslawer, the cantor from 
the big synagogue. He knew all the prayers by heart, and I knew מִשְׁנָּיוֹת 
by heart, so we prayed together, and we studied together – and I really 
felt very lucky.” 
 My תַלְמִיד, it takes great חוֹן מַיִם and בִטָּ  s hand’ד׳ to see יִרְאַת שָּׁ
when one was is saved from a danger. Imagine the חוֹן מַיִם and בִטָּ  יִרְאַת שָּׁ
to feel ד׳’s hand while still in mortal danger? This episode is a glimpse of 
the greatness of R' Yosef Tzvi Dunner זַצַ״ל! 

רוּךְ!   יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָּ
   רֶבִי Your                         ,בְיְדִידוּת

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

מֵחַ! -יְשִׁיבַת חוֹל הַמוֹעֵד  שֵׁר וְשָּ חַג כָּ  
Special learning programs are  planned  in  

various locations on חוֹל הַמוֹעֵד (Tuesday — Friday, 
March 30 - April 2). For the time and location 
nearest you, please call your local Pirchei branch 
coordinator or contact the National Aguda 
office at 212 797 9000 ext 272. 

 

 

 
 

 

*Since we only discuss a few הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the 
context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in depth study. 

*Halacha Corner:  
 עִנְיָנֵי דְיוֹמָא: הִלְכוֹת סֵדֶר לֵיל פֶסַח

• The סֵדֶר table should be set with the best dishes, during the day, so 
that the סֵדֶר can begin on time. However, this year one cannot set 
the  table until nightfall as this would be נָּה   therefore, one ;הֲכָּ
should set the table on ת  or, if that is not possible, as soon as עֶרֶב שַׁבָּ
it is night (ת אֵי שַׁבָּ  .(מוֹצָּ

• Each סֵדֶר participant’s cup should be poured by someone else to 
symbolize the majesty of the evening. 

• It is preferable to drink the entire cup of wine for each כוֹס. The 
minimum amount that one must drink is a רוֹב רְבִיעִית. 

• A ן טָּ ר מִצְוָה child under ,קָּ  it is ;רְבִיעִית does not need to drink a full ,בַּ
fine if he drinks a volume of wine that would fill his mouth.  

• It is most important for a child to ask the questions about the 
reasons for the ה רוֹר ,מַצָּ ה ,the dippings ,מָּ  and to understand the הַסֵבָּ
answers. [Ed. Note for תַלְמִידִים: Think of one question that is not on 
any of your sheets.] 

• Once one recites the ה כָּ ה over the בְרָּ  one may not speak about ,מַצָּ
matters which have no relevance to the meal until AFTER one 
finishes eating the ְכוֹרֵך sandwich. 


