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Torah Thoughts
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The voice of my Beloved! Behold it came suddenly to redeem me as if leaping over mountains,
skipping over hills.

DWW YW WTH on this P08 comments that when Ay told 9%t 973 that their 7783, redemption, from
Egypt was imminent, they did not believe him. “How can this be, if we don’t have the 027 necessary for 77I83?”
they asked. nwn replied, “If 7”apn desires to redeem you, He will overlook your many sins. In whose merit will the
77383 come? The 2p*78 among you, including 22y and his 77 n°2.” The w7» adds that n7apn says, “If | will analyze
their wicked deeds, 2871 973 will never be redeemed. But | will redeem them in the merit of the leadership role
oy performs and the fact that the people accept his advice, because whoever heeds the advice of the a»21 will
not stumble.”

This w72 teaches that "7 will bring 77383 to the many in the merit of the few. A similar idea is found in nw1
X771, when "7 informed 772X that He intended to destroy the sinful city of 079 and its neighbors due to the
selfishness and bad behavior of its inhabitants. The 073179 represented the very opposite of what 0772% had devoted
his life to teaching the world. In their eyes, he was certainly “public enemy number one.” Nevertheless, he began to
negotiate with '7 to try to save them. 0772X pleaded with "7, 291 oy P78 7990 A8 ... — Will you also stamp out the
73, righteous, along with the wicked? WX DR*783 DWna 1907 ... RPN K91 790R A%7 Y7 TIN2 078 DWAT U2 VIR
A27p2 — What if there were fifty 2%°7% in the midst of the city? Would You still stamp it out rather than spare the 50
D%°7¥ within it? ... 713 1272 nwyn 77 7790 — It would be sacrilege to You to do such a thing ... (73-32: NWXI3) 1T
agreed to this concept. Realizing that fifty 2°2>7% would not be found in 0179, 0772X bargained for forty-five, then for
forty, then for thirty, then for twenty and finally ten, but this too was not possible. After that, he stopped, realizing
that 0i79’s fate was sealed.

It seems as if 07712R’s efforts were in vain. Nonetheless, according to the Dubno Maggid, he did win an
important agreement from '7; namely, that He would spare an entire city in the merit of a few 0°*7%. This did not
help the people of 0i7o, but it was crucial when 0%n n23X3 took place. There were many in X1 23 who did not
consider themselves worthy of redemption and refused to listen to nwn’s call to prepare to leave Egypt in 10°1. fwn
explained to them this concept, that despite the shortcoming of the vast majority of his fellow Jews, many of whom
were idolators, there was a minority of 2’78 among them, and "7 had promised to bring the 7738} in the merit of
those few.

Y —"

D772K’s appeal for the omi70 also teaches us the power of our n%9n. 7 sees the bigger picture.
Quite often, it is better for us that the 1790 we daven is saved and applied at a later time for our future
generations!
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i R' Moshe Halberstam, Sr¢1, born in the town of
g Tshokava, Galicia to R' 3py Halberstam, was a 5™
generation descendent of the on *727 of Sanz.
As a 73, he learned under the ai?¢ niany of
Slonim in o773aKk n°ga 2. Later on, his pgan "27 was R'
Shmuel Wosner %731 in 19232 >onig n2wh. He delivered
WY for decades in a 9913 for 1373, which he headed.
Later, he became a member of the 7 n°2 of the n*7177 ATy
and 20 WX of XNRPYL n2w. He founded the 221277 ™1
TR 1w, and headed nining Mpiv 9215 9w nan. He
also served as the X3 of 7733, and was the 27 of the
Shaarei Tzedek Hospital. He was known for his special toler-§
ance and his manner of dealing with all types of Yidden. ‘
He authored Y 727 n"w.
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Y M Halberstam 9731
went with his son on a short
trip outside of @2Y. As they
drove back, a¥n "M saw the
distant buildings of the ai1 23
neighborhood. His son recalled
how when n%n ™ saw these
homes, he broke into joyous
melody and sung %37 17 NiTHY
DY PWW3a, our feet shall
stand inside  your  gates,
2°%v77°! This would occur every
time he left and came back to
oo, He taught us to
imagine the nmw we will all
experience when travelling to

2°2w17 when 7°wn will comel
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9 . lsiving with thg Torah
v . Gold Matzos
Story adapted from: Visioss VIl (with kind permission from CIS)
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...and | said to you , “through your blood you shall live,” and | said to you,
“through your blood you shall live.”

91 teach us that 2871 °12 were at their lowest level in 0™%n when 7
gave them 2 ni¥n — 191 and noo 127. They performed the nign with such love and
w91 N7°on that they created the N7 needed for their redemption.

oo [e o) [e o) oo oo

At 81 years old, the patriarch of the Masito family continued to enjoy
good health. R' Yaakov was smiling as he turned to his guest, R' Moshe Londinski,
during the meal. “Did | ever tell you the story of my teeth?” he asked.

Intrigued, R' Moshe replied, “No, | don’t think so. What about your
teeth?” R' Yaakov opened his mouth wide. There were several implants, and
although R' Moshe was not a dentist, they seemed irregular.

R' Yaakov smiled again. He began, “Well, it was March, 1944 ...

With the Nazi occupation of Salonika, Greece, Yaakov was among many
thousands of deportees to Auschwitz. Fortunately, he was among the small
percentage spared immediate death. The prisoners who met them there were
despondent. As far as they were concerned, all hope was lost. But the taste of
freedom was still tantalizingly fresh for Yaakov and his friends, and they refused to
givein.

Upon arrival, every inmate received two utensils—a bowl and a spoon.
These two utensils were vital for survival. No utensils, no food. As it was, it was
nearly impossible to complete the inhumane tasks their captors demanded on
their meager daily ration. If a prisoner had no utensils to eat with, he was finished.
So Yaakov Masito accepted the bowl and spoon he was given and guarded it well.
But he was not worried about eating today and tomorrow. His focus was on the
upcoming 23 o¥*. Where could they possibly obtain nixn for noa?

Yaakov and several friends were assigned to work on the railroad line. It
was arduous, back-breaking labor, but occasionally, they were able to make
contact with the local populace. One day they hit gold. A local Pole was willing to
procure two ni¥n for them—but for a price.

“Yaakov, where will we get the money?” one friend moaned.

Yaakov was silent for a long time as the group of men returned to their
work. His mind continued to mull over the possibilities. They were so close to
having nixn — surely there was a way ... and then he had a brainstorm.

“I' have it!” he shouted. As the group watched, curious to see what plan
he had come up with, Yaakov extracted his spoon from his pouch and held it up for
one and all to see.

“A spoon? The Pole is not going to trade for a little spoon!”

“No, no. Just watch.”

The men stared as Yaakov placed his precious spoon, his life’s support,
on the railroad tracks next to him. It was not long before a train roared by,
flattening the spoon into a long, pointy tool.

“And now,” Yaakov announced, “we use this to pry out our gold teeth.”
Yaakov held the elongated utensil as it glinted in the sun.

Slowly, painfully, Yaakov prodded until he extracted all of his gold teeth.
His friends quickly followed suit. They offered the Pole this unusual currency, and
he happily accepted their payment for the two round nixx.

“We did not have enough 71%n for everyone to have the proper amount,”
R' Yaakov concluded, “but at least we all had a taste of freedom.”

R' Moshe was amazed at the devotion and sacrifice of R' Yaakov and his }

friends. There are those who “break their teeth” on a minimal amount of 1% each
ear, complaining about their difficulty in eating the bread of freedom. Yet R'
aakov literally broke his teeth, just to eat a small piece of 7¥n on 3.

The am2 37 nisvn contest

*The 4th year of our international 312 31 nis?7 contest ended last week.

The goal was to learn at least two nis7g in oD NiDPT in Y 7Y YR

every day until noa(preferably together with an older ®pa72m, but this is
not a requirement). The two practical 20 in 7Y W Np (totaling 23 °DWY)
chosen for the contest are: m"p 1°0 (2°°Y9 R - 1797 N127), and V™R 12°0 (- 170 2°7 110
°9°yp 2™). Those who finish all 23 09"y before Moo can review what they learned in
the remaining days of the contest. Faxes will be accepted until the week after nos.

*This is intended only as a brief synopsis. Review of the 797 n2X 190 is far more extensive and appropriate.

To join this program and of course continue to 7" X review the weekly Y2 as per your grade level, please send a fax every §
week signed by a parent to 718 506 9633 — include your grade, name, school, city, state, contact # and fax # to win a beautiZ#

ful set of 2w Ni7i73 NIXYPR in a raffle after. nog

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required 712

Focus on Middos TIo2

A letter from a Rebbi based on interviews

(Dear Talmid,

R' Moshe Halberstam 9”31 was the n2w» wx1 of the
Tschakava 72°W? in 22¢/17 and one of the most prominent members of
the 77 77Y in D2¥. He published a collection of niawm nivxy
called 7y "27. Just two days before his 7703, he discussed with his
grandson plans to publish his 790 on ny7 771, examining the o°an3,
making a number of corrections and engaging his grandson in 219%5 on
several halachic points.

R' Halberstam was also the 27 and ppi» of the Shaarei
Tzedek Hospital and as the spiritual authority for the Bikur Cholim
Hospital, standing by the hospital during hard times. He would take
part in various hospital events and provide staff physicians with an
attentive ear. Numerous people would come to his home and to the
nearby X717 N3, including many doctors and others, with halachic
questions related to medicine. Healthcare professionals were often
astounded by his profound understanding of medical matters.

R' Moshe was also a 797 machine. He worked to promote
various 7% and 797 organizations, including four decades at the head
of the 037 ¥2 X» " Foundation, dedicating hours of his time to help
the poor of 7X1 8. He also served as X3 of 2% 7737, constantly
guiding the directors of the organization in halachic matters.

R" Moshe was known for his tolerance towards all types of
people and treated every Yid with great respect. People remember
how he made that extra special efforts to gladden them by attending
their ninn, despite his full schedule. His >27, R' Shmuel Wosner R"0>9%,
said at his Y, that for over 50 years his 7n7n would call him every
Friday afternoon to wish him a "naw va" and then the two would
converse on halachic matters.

My 778, with such a special combination of yx 777 o¥ 71iA

is it any wonder that the wX 7i13, would honor nYn ™ with
an 1%y, saying that he is destined for m?73 in 77in!

192 2rom
m7T73, Your =)

*Halacha Corner:
TIN50 257 : NPT 3993y

e There is a requirement of ANMW on 7Y YN to create a proper
mood for service of 7 on 4¥ymn Yn. Men should fulfill their
requirement of NHNY with a n°¥»a9 wine and not grape juice.

e |t is forbidden to garden or plant on 4¥¥n %n. Watering is only
permitted if the plant is in danger of dying.

e Many forbid fishing or picking fruit for pleasure on 49 9in.

e Brushing one’s hat is permissible on 4¥¥1an Yin.

e Polishing one’s shoes is permitted according to some authorities.

o o19YN forbid cutting one’s nails on 7¥¥in YN, while ©799v hold
that it is permissible.

e Most repairs on a car are forbidden on 4¥¥n %N and a 249 must be
consulted if the car is needed for 4y Hin.

e |t is forbidden to instruct a non-Jew to perform any activity that is
forbidden for a Jew to do on 4¥yan Yin.

*Since we only discuss 1-9 smayn, it is important to consider these a1 in the context
of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in depth study.

»y4 Questions of the wegek:

1. Why did 772pi make a strong wind blow all night before He
split the 730 @2? Would it not have been a greater miracle if the
710 7 just split in one instant?

2. What else is compared to 710 2> ny*p?
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