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Torah Thoughts

(M0 niaY) ...oow5 Ton T

'7 shall reign for all eternity!

0PIR 013A translates T9»° (which is the future tense: shall reign) as oXp AN, '7’s reigns, in the present
tense. 017A seems to be bothered by the question: why did 9¥7{° °32 praise "7 in the future tense about a miracle
that just happened? R' Simcha Zissel Brody 771, answers this difficulty with another question: just before the 3w
Ty of Y, we say, ...02W5 Ton T MR ...DI N WD 7w, With a new song the redeemed ones praised
[Your great Name] ...and said...02v> 722 '7. Why is the 023 N called a 7w g W, new song?

7 explains: the three seemingly contradictory o°p103 describing the fate of the a»7¥n, refer to three
different types of o7 %n. Some drowned slowly like straw; others drowned quicker sinking like stone. Still others
drowned almost immediately, sinking like lead. Clearly, the slower the death, the more torture and pain were
involved in the process. These three types of drowning deaths, represented three different levels of wickedness
found amongst the Egyptians. Their deaths corresponded with the way they treated the Jews during their slavery
experience in Egypt. We learn from this *"%1 that even though during the Egyptian n23 it may have appeared to 12
SX7» that 7 had forsaken them, this was never the case; He was still paying very close attention. "7 never forsakes
His people, even in the time of their worst suffering; even then, He sits in oY and 'keeps score'. He remembers
which 0¥ were bad/decent/fair to the Jews. Although it may appear otherwise, "7 never abandons us.

R' Simcha Zissel explains that the insight of this *"&1 is the same as the interpretation of the 012p3R 137,
When the Jews looked back after crossing the 710 02 and they saw the a1¥n drowning, some in a more painful
fashion than others, they suddenly 'got it'. 287%? %93 understood that Divine Justice was being administered. They
understood that "7 was very much aware and very much in charge, even in the darkest days of aMxn T2ayw.
Therefore, they were able to express a new level of insight into their song (Y70 77°W). Usually we think of W as
praise for the 'nice' things that "7 has done for us. However, the 'new' song was not only for the salvation; it involved
praise to "7 that even in the worst moments of the slavery, He was still caring about us. This praise was expressed by
the words "o2ivh TFom> 7", As DI9PIR says, this does not mean 7 will rule forever; it means that, right now, in the
present, as bleak as the situation may seem, "7's Kingship is still ruling this world.

While we are in m93, '7's presence is hidden from us. The simple reading of ...o%i¥Y 7> "7 is that we
have confidence that, in the future, "7 will rule and everyone will recognize Him. 012p3X D3a7R explains that we
are proclaiming that "7 is with us now; He sees those who are causing us pain and, at the right time, will

exact punishment to those deserving of it.
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721 anm M (also known as amin M Prager)
771, born in Praga, Warsaw, was only 9 years
old when his father, 21?8 ™, was 291, He
then lived and learned with 27728 ™, his
grandfather. He married Mindel, daughter of 3w 0»n 2
Tzederbaum, when he was 18. Upon his father-in-law’s
77709, he wrote a ©7v3IpR about carrying on Nav entitled
017 NXRYIA in his honor. He became a 701 of the Ny X
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of M. He was appointed Chief Rabbi of Warsaw in 1935.
He became close to nmn® =°&n ' of Dvinsk. amm ™
printed 07738 ¥7] based on his correspondence with ™

{nmw RW’s son-in-law, R' Avramele Luftbir. He was af
A\ brilliant and brave »3» who died awa viTp %y in the/

D \Warsaw Ghetto.
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By mant amn

During the darkest days
in the Warsaw Ghetto, R'
Menachem Ziemba 'S
constantly strove to bring a
note of optimism and hope into
the lives of the people. He
railed against those who
seemed to be lost in despair.
He was fond of quoting the naiy
may: "And | will take you out

from under the ni%29, burdens,
of Egypt. ni?29 is from the
same root as N1P20 — passive
acceptance. The redemption
can come only if one refuses to
accept the mP%3, refuses to
make peace with his
circumstances."
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Every n7om, especially those
of our children (n2%¢ nipirn
121), is powerful. The o»nyon
writes that davening for oth-
ers is a xnnixymzn. Even if
you cannot assist your friend
with money, you can assist
him with your ni%sn. In this
time of xpwin7TXn2py please try
to say extra o'ban for »j23rDN
X0, In the mop of our
collective ni?an may we be np7
to the 21pa My Al
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9 lsiving with thg Torah
v . Searching For Survival

Adapted from: One Shining Moment (with kind permission from ArtScroll)
o

... DT Y72 DT 7Y NI LY
... and freed us from the house of bondage. In famine You nourished us ... |

(From npw)

Why was 07¥n called 2°72y n°3, g house of bondage? Because it was
impossible for a servant to escape the bleak situation. So too, during a famine, the
people are lost and desperate. With a strong 73R in ' the situation can change,
and what appeared impossible yesterday, happens!

For Jews living in Leningrad during the height of the Cold War, life under
Communism was nearly intolerable. Working long hours all week, a man could
barely provide for a small family. But when a Jew would try to make a living, he was
up against even greater odds.

Torah-observant Jews lived in constant terror that their forbidden
observance would be discovered. That was a direct ticket to Siberia. All of the
pressure forced hundreds of thousands of Jews to stop keeping naw and abandon
the 717in. But R’ Yitzchak Isaac Krasik would not succumb — not from the hunger,
political pressure and certainly not from fear. He lived by his own set of rules. But
one time his ingenuity got him in trouble.

On the first n2¥ morning of his new job, he showed up to work with a
fake bandage on his head in order to get excused from work for the day. The next
naY he came in complaining of another ailment. For the first few ninaw, his
manager authorized his sick leave. Then he noticed the pattern. Every naw, R” Krasik
came in with another excuse. Each time another mysterious ailment prevented him
from doing any physical labor. Finally the plant manager informed him that he
knew precisely what tricks he was up to. R” Krasik quickly shifted gears. He pleaded
with his boss and the man promised, at least for now, not to report the “crime.”
After a few more weeks, however, he fired R’ Krasik from his job.

He was now faced with the daunting challenge of finding a job to help
feed his family. But no one was willing to overlook the fact that he skipped work
every Naw. Weeks turned into months and the Krasik family was desperate for food.
With nos approaching, the home was completely bare. Not a morsel of food could
be found.

As the eve of the 14" of 19°1 was upon them, they were required to check
their home for any possible y»ni. The thought was ludicrous. v in their barren
home? How could he possibly check for y»n at a time like this when his entire
family was starving? The thought crossed R’ Krasik’s mind that perhaps this year
there was no obligation for him to check for y»ni. Perhaps the entire house was
considered a yni 12 2°9219n RY 2ipn — a place where no y»ir could have possibly
entered. His nephew, R” Meir Dobrovsky, came over and they discussed the idea of
not checking for yni since there was obviously no food to be found. Nevertheless,
the notion of skipping y»m np>72 entirely just did not seem right. We check for ynn
because that is what 77 wants from us and not necessarily because of what we
might find. Although his hunger made it feel more like 7333 03> than oy, R' Yitzchak
was determined to fulfill the requirement to search for ynn.

As night fell and the stars appeared, he began his solemn search. Going
through the motions, he walked from room to room searching for y»ni. Though
weak from hunger, he kept at it. When he was almost finished, he stumbled across
a large roll! He could hardly believe his eyes. Where had it come from. It couldn’t
possibly have been there beforehand. But there it was before his very eyes.

He sat down upon concluding his y»i np*72 and, together with his family,
ate a very special T7IwQ y70 NR>72. As they savored every morsel that entered their

mouths, their joy knew no bounds. Together they had upheld a 3000—year—o|d

tradition and now their efforts were being rewarded.
R' Yitzchak never forgot that lesson: A person must do what he i
required to do, and help will come from the most unlikely of places.

The Sixth International sm2 an nisv Contest

*The Sixth International ama g nid?s contest which started on oo}

focuses on learning some of the practical nis?7 of the upcoming 2iv oi®

" of noo. Starting 0>, learn at least 2 nia%y in mo2 Niv?a from oW P

717y daily (preferably with an adult) until 103 27y (29 days). The 2 practical 2°3»°% in

T INPY NP are: IR 0 (VYO X - 3703 N373) and LR IR (37 - 770 0 0

29°yR). Those who IY”H finish all the 0°9y9 before 1mo3 can review what they

learned in the remaining days of the contest. May the n13j of the learning of nipirn
127 N°2 %Y bring niXo and niviw to all w9y 992.

To join this program and of course continue to "X review the weekly ¢ as per your grade level, please

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required 112"
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Pocus on Middos

A letter from a Rebbi based on interviews

ﬁear Talmid,

R' Menachem Ziemba %31 was one of the greatest 211X} in
pre-war Poland. As a world-renowned 021 7171, he was consulted by
o°9173 throughout the m7in world. In 5695 (1935), he was appointed to
the Warsaw Rabbinate and was one of the foremost spokesmen for
Orthodox Jewry in Poland. He was not only involved in the day-to-day
political activities of the 1%7p, but was also a prolific writer.

He was confined to the Warsaw Ghetto by the Nazis any
and died oy v37p 9¥ during the last stage of the murder of the ghetto
inhabitants. Months before he was 721, together with a group of
o7nbn, he had tens of thousands of pages of his writings buried deep
underground in the ghetto, hoping that they could be retrieved after
the war was over. Two witnesses of the burial survived.

He had written a 99, 973 mign, on the entire 0”a»7, and
another on the "»9¥11? 7mon called 22w omn, as well as hundreds
of n1wn and w7 on 9323, Y IFPY, W and many other parts of
the 777in that were burned with the ghetto.

There are, however, two small 099 that he wrote in his
lifetime that did survive the war and are today studied in ni2w»
throughout the world. These are 0772 ¥71, named for the son-in-law of
the o 7R, R' Avraham Luftbir, who passed away childless at a young
age and 01 NRYIR, on the laws of 7R¥I7 on N2Y, named for his father-in
-law, R' Chaim Yeshaya Tzedarbaum, 9”31, who promised to support R’
Ziemba for 20 years so he could learn 17in without 19379 worries. He
died 18 years later. As an expression of 2103 N33, R' Ziemba named this
790 in his memory.

My 7n2n, R' Gedalya Schorr 931 explains that these two small
0199 were not just expressions of R' Ziemba's greatness in n17in, but
were also an expression of his great 791. 7177 that is created with 7917 is
eternal and was special enough to have even survived one of the
reatest ni13n of YX1? 923!

19992 97

mTn3, Your "2}

*Halacha Corngr:
Wi wwwp nvovimnn 2m pivsn :npw 7 Y

e Beginning with 173% on the first day of nos the 371n of 119WX "2 is to
stop saying ayad 1711 M 2°Wn in the second 7172 of MYy mihw.
The 373 of 7199 *32 is to add 2v3 771 instead.

e [f at 77 one accidently added mn7 2°%Wn and remembered before
saying '7 in the 772 of @ mpa 0%, one should return to the
beginning of the 11272 (from 1123 RX) and start again.

e For those who say 991 797 in place of o7 2W»n during the
summer months, one can say 0> 22931 Yu1 i1 YWty 27 anx 101
times, thereby assuring himself that he will more than likely say the
correct wording.

e Some authorities hold the same is true for those who do not say
Sw3 771 during summer. They too may repeat 22727 ¥°Win% 27 Anx
o»g, 101 times. However, the o»ng 977 argues with this and
cautions that this cannot be relied upon.

e One must stand while reciting the 11272 for iV n7°99; however, if
one sat, one is still XY} (723°73).

e Women are not obligated to fulfill the mx» of vy N9y, and the
77972 7Y suggests that women should count without a 71272.

*Since we only discuss a few nidyn, it is important to consider these nmid%n in the
context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in depth study.

»94 Questions of the week:

1. Why did 1"apn make a strong wind blow all night before He
split the 730 0°? Would it not have been a greater miracle if the
770 07 just split in one instant?

2. What else is compared to 710 07 ny™p°?
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