
New District Initiative
BY HYO J .  LEE ,  DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT

How have the people of the Charlottesville and Richmond Districts met the
challenge of envisioning a new, united district for ministry in a new era?  In
November, I called together a task force composed of equal numbers of laity and
clergy from both districts to meet, pray, study, and also listen to diverse members of
both districts.  From there we created a contextual, collaborative way of doing
ministry that would be relevant to the local church (not top down) in changing and
challenging times.
           First, the group discerned that we could simplify the district level of
administration-related committees (Superintendency, Finance, Trustee, Missions, and
Board of Building and Location) so that we can spend more energy and resources on
actually doing the ministry at local churches and communities rather than sitting at
various meetings. There would be no changes to the current district ministry groups
such as District Youth, Local Missions, Disaster Relief, UMW, UMM, and Lay Servant
Ministry and others.
           Secondly, we would have pilot clusters or circles according to geographical
locations where laity and clergy will get together to learn from one another, to
encourage one another, and to share ministry and mission plans and resources as a
connectional body. 
           These initial clusters would be voluntary. We recognize that not all churches
or pastors are ready for this change. Pilot projects will give us a chance to learn and
implement this way of doing ministry better.  Some pastors and churches have
already shared their interest and desire to do this.  We will begin with those who
want to participate and learn. So, if you, as a pastor, or as a local church, desire to
be on a pilot cluster group, please let us know. 
           Finally, in order to support these two foci--simplifed District administrative
committees and cluster pilot projects--two part-time staff persons will provide
necessary resources and trainings as requested: Maria Maxwell for church
revitalization, and the Rev. Jim Chandler for new expressions of faith and new
church starts.  All of this is to further the mission of making disciples of Jesus
Christ.
           You may ask, why are we doing this? Why one district, why a new district
name and all the rest? The simple answer is, though it is very painful to admit, the
way we have been doing ministry is not necessarily working except in a few cases.
We are aging, and we have fewer and fewer disciples. Therefore, it is time for us to
bring new wineskins so that we can continue to provide the wine—Jesus Christ and
his good news of love, forgiveness and new life—for many. Didn’t Jesus say, he
came to give his life, the precious wine, as a ransom for many (Mk 10:45)? 
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Cans & Kits for 2022 Annual Conference
BY LINDA PORTER

RICHMOND DISTRICT MISSION COORDINATOR

It is time to start collecting “Cans and Kits” for Annual Conference 2022.
We had a great collection of school kits, hygiene kits and nonperishable
food for local food pantries last year. We are expecting another great
year of sharing God’s love and faithfulness as we collect cans and kits
for the Charlottesville and Richmond Districts and UMCOR this year.
We are resuming the collecting of UMCOR Kits for Disaster Response to
support ministries nationally through UMCOR. This year we will be
collecting cleaning kits and hygiene kits for UMCOR. These will be
collected at:     Charlottesville District on Sat. June 4, 2-4pm

at Culpeper UMC and Trinity UMC 
Richmond District on Sat. June 11, 9am-12noon

at Lakeside UMC
If you can’t deliver your cleaning kits and hygiene kits on this day, don’t
fret.  You have the option of calling Darryl Lam at (540) 219-2829 for the
Charlottesville District and Kip Robinson at (804) 539-2494 for the
Richmond District.  All kits will be delivered to Mission Central, a
collection hub for UMCOR. You can find a list of the items to include in
the kits at https://umcmission.org/umcor-relief-supplies/. 
Nonperishable food will be collected for local food pantries. Many of our
churches have a food pantry ministry. Cans and Kits for Annual
Conference is a special push to get more churches and their
congregations involved in providing nonperishable food items to food
pantries. The need is greater than ever. With job losses, price of food
increasing, homelessness, and other factors, every donation will be a
blessing to our communities. You will find a list of the churches on the
Richmond District website with more information about food pantry
locations. Let’s fill these food pantries with lots of nonperishable food
items so they can continue their ministry to distribute food to those in
need.
School kits are being collected for local schools, also. Last year many
churches provided school kits to their neighborhood schools.  Many
churches have a partnership with their neighborhood school and provide
supplies year-round. This is a call to all the churches in the district to
reach out and see how you can help provide school supplies that will
benefit the students in our communities. The school kits can be taken
directly to a neighborhood school.
“Collecting Together” is the Cans and Kits for Annual Conference theme.
I thank you in advance for being the generous givers that I know you
are. “Collecting Together” we can make a difference in our communities
and throughout the world.
Please keep a record of the cans and kits you collect so it can be
included in the report to be given at Annual Conference in Hampton
June 16-18. There will be a blessing of the cans and kits at Annual
Conference.
All this information will be provided on the Richmond District website.
Please also share this information with your congregation so they can
get excited and involved.
If you have questions or comments, you can contact Linda Porter at (804)
674-5220 or lpfromnc@msn.com.

Community Conversation
In September of 2021 at Trinity United
Methodist in Henrico County, we held our
first Community Conversation. These
monthly gatherings have simply focused on
having a conversation with a leader from
the greater Richmond community. The goal
has been to get to know our guest as a
person while also learning about his/her
impact in our community. We’ve learned a
lot, and we’ve had some fun along the way.

On Tuesday, March 8, our guest will be the
Reverend Dr. Hyo Lee, the District
Superintendent for the Charlottesville and
Richmond Districts of the Virginia United
Methodist Church. For the first forty-five
minutes of the program, we will talk with Dr.
Lee from a previously developed list of
questions. But, the last fifteen minutes of
the program, we will take questions from
people attending in the Sanctuary and those
watching on-line at home. Program starts at
7 p.m. in our Sanctuary. At this time, if you
choose to attend in the Sanctuary, masks are
required. Here is a link for the live stream:
https://www.trinityumc.net/watchlive/. If you
have additional questions, please contact
Bill Pike via email: bpike@trinityumc.net.
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"A person's most useful asset is 
not a head full of knowledge, 

but a heart full of love, 
an ear ready to listen, 

and a hand willing to help others."

https://umcmission.org/umcor-relief-supplies/
mailto:lpfromnc@msn.com
https://www.trinityumc.net/watchlive/
mailto:bpike@trinityumc.net


New Richmond District Youth Coordinator
BY ANDY GLASCOTT

30 years ago I was involved in youth ministry in the Dublin District in
Ireland, at the time a district of I think 12 to 15 churches. Fast forward to
today, and now I’m part of a Bi-District that is around the same size as,
well, the entire Irish Conference…. Things have changed a bit!
My name is Andy Glascott, and one of my roles now is as District Youth
Coordinator for the Richmond District. My “day job” is youth director for
Mt Pisgah UMC in Midlothian, previously I was at Reveille and
Williamsburg UMCs. I grew up in Ireland, then spent 18 years in England
in fulltime youth ministry before moving to Williamsburg in 2014, so I
now type with a confused accent.  (LOL!)  Overall, I’ve been a full-timer
for 26 years with several years as a volunteer before that. It’s been a
wonderful adventure across 3 countries, with many others visited as
well, as God has opened many doors, closed a few, and called me all
those years ago into a very unexpected life journey with God. 
I’m still very much finding my feet in this position, and one way you can
help me do that is to get in touch. You can email me  at
youth@mtpisgahva.org, call me on 804-794-5856, or better still, sign up
for a monthly youth newsletter by visiting http://eepurl.com/bYL8-z. The
first edition will appear in early March; if you have anything you would
like to share/publicize, please let me know and I’ll get it out as widely as
I can. 
Thank you for all you do in and for the Kingdom, particularly the niche
that is youth ministry!

Convergence at Randolph-Macon College this Summer
Don’t let your rising 10th, 11th, or 12th grade students miss out on the
phenomenal opportunity to explore the connection between Christian
faith and mainstream science in classroom, laboratory, and outdoor
experiences with Convergence! This experience is a three-day, two-night
residential summer program for high school youth, who want to discover
the realm where faith and science meet. During the program, participants
will explore a variety of topics—such as the origin of the universe, the
beginnings of life, care for creation, sustainability, and artificial
intelligence—from a wide array of religious and scientific perspectives led
by R-MC faculty, staff, alumni, and friends of the College. The 2022
Institute will take place July 15th – 17th. Thanks to a generous grant from
the Lilly Endowment, all participants will benefit in a reduced cost of $275
per camper. Additionally, Convergence participants who are accepted into
Randolph-Macon will receive a $1,000 scholarship to the College. To
nominate a student or to apply, visit https://convergence.rmc.edu/apply.
For question or additional information about the program, please contact
Rev. Kendra Grimes or Jamie Grant at convergence@rmc.edu or 
(804) 752-7374.
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We are including here the VAC UMM web
link to the Conference UMM.  United
Methodist Men | VAUMC 
 
You may access a web link to the monthly
VAC UMM Beacon newsletter here. Beacon
Newsletter & Notices | VAUMC 
 
We want to get the word out to all Pastors
and men of the Virginia Conference that
the Officers of VAC UMM are available and
willing to partner with their Men's Ministry
Team to establish and or strengthen their
Men's Ministry Team. 
 
Blessings,
Bob Longworth, Vice President of
Membership & Development 

BI-DISTRICT CONFERENCE
3pm Sun. Mar. 20 via Zoom

 
Don't forget to register for our
District Conference on March
20.  We will hear from Dr. Lee
and his message "Go!" and vote
on District Leadership positions

and District Lay Members to
Annual Conference.  To

register, please click HERE.

mailto:youth@mtpisgahva.org
http://eepurl.com/bYL8-z
https://convergence.rmc.edu/apply
mailto:convergence@rmc.edu
https://vaumc.org/?mailpoet_router&endpoint=view_in_browser&action=view&data=WzI5MywiMGEzMmQ4NjRjYmI0IiwwLDAsMzA4LDFd
https://vaumc.org/?mailpoet_router&endpoint=view_in_browser&action=view&data=WzI5MywiMGEzMmQ4NjRjYmI0IiwwLDAsMzA4LDFd
https://vaumc.org/umm/
https://vaumc.org/umm/
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Greece & Turkey Trip:
In the Steps of Paul
HOSTED BY BISHOP 
SHARMA D.  LEWIS AND 
DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT
REV.  DR.  HYO LEE

UMW Prayer Breakfast April 2
 
The Richmond District United Methodist
Women will hold its Annual Prayer Breakfast
on Saturday, April 2, in-person at Discovery
United Methodist Church, 13000 Gayton Road.  
Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. The breakfast
and worship service will begin at 9:00 a.m.
The worship service will also be live-streamed
on Facebook Live@DiscoveryUMC. Rev.
Kendra Grimes, Chaplain at Randolph-Macon
College, will be our guest speaker. The United
Methodist Women’s Theme for 2022 is
“Healing and Joy on our Journey to God”.  Join
us as we gather to share breakfast and
worship together and celebrate our healing
and joy as we journey to God.  The
registration deadline is March 22. 
 Registrations are to be sent to Rosa Lewis,
district UMW treasurer, at 829 Old Denny
Street, Richmond, VA 23231.  A reminder of the
Prayer Breakfast will be sent out closer to the
event.  Looking forward to seeing you on
April 2 at Discovery UMC.
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Charlottesville & Richmond Districts
Virginia Conference

The United Methodist Church
10300 Staples Mill Road

PO Box 5606
Glen Allen, VA 23058

804.521.1124
914 E. Jefferson Street, Suite 104

Charlottesville, VA 22902
434.977.4254

 
EMAIL :  R ICHMONDDISTRICT@VAUMC.ORG,
CHARLOTTESVILLEDISTRICT@VAUMC.ORG

 DISTRICT LEADERSHIP
Rev. Sharma D. Lewis - Area Bishop
Rev. Dr. Hyo J. Lee - District Superintendent
MaryKaye Cochran - Executive Administrator,
Richmond District
Linda Truslow - Executive Administrator,
Charlottesville District
Maria Maxwell - Church Revitalizer
Rev. Jim Chandler - Strategic Consultant
Richmond Lay Leaders - Susan Custer,
Elizabeth Farrell
Charlottesville Lay Leaders - John Glass, Dian
McNaught, William & Linda Stead
Richmond Treasurer - Jennifer Honeycutt
Charlottesville Treasurer - Linda Truslow

 

Round trip airfare from Washington, DC
$550 government taxes and airline surcharges
Accommodations at first class/select hotels based on two persons
sharing in twin-bedded rooms with private bath
Breakfast and dinner daily
Services of a professional English-speaking guide
Comprehensive sight-seeing
All admission fees, porterage, and hotel service charges
Transfers to/from airports by private motorcoach

You are cordially invited to join Bishop Lewis and D.S. Lee on the trip of
a lifetime as they journey to Greece, the cradle of Western civilization
and Turkey, sometimes called the Second Holy Land.  Come explore
some of the most fascinating sites in all of secular and sacred history
which will help you better understand and apply the 2/3 of the New
Testament from Acts to Revelation.
The trip will begin in the grandeur of Athens, Greece.  Marvel at the
ancient architecture of the Olympic Stadium, the Temple of Zeus,
Hadrian's Arch and the Acropolis.  Drop in on Mars Hill and see if you
can hear the echo of St. Paul's famous speech to the men of Athens. 
 Spend your leisure time examining the city in all of her philosophical
essences, where great philosophers discussed the nature of human
existence, democracy began and Christianity developed.  Drop in on
unique shops and pick up mementos to bring home.  We will also visit
some of the interior cities of Greece, which are just rich in important
archaeological sites.  Explore history as we stop in Delphi, Kalambaka,
Meteora, Thessaloniki, Philippi and Kavala.  
Then, we cross into Turkey and travel to the cities of Troy, Canakkale,
Pergamum, Izmir, and Kusadasi.  We will visit the Seven Churches of the
Revelation on the way to the magnificent city of Ephesus where you will
see the great amphitheater and the Temple of Diana, one of the Seven
Wonders of the World.  We'll end our trip in beautiful Istanbul, a city of
Old World elegance that straddles two continents.  Istanbul, ancient
Constantinople, played an important role in the first thousand years of
the Christian Church.
TOUR DATES: 12 Days - November 7-18, 2022
TOUR COST: $3499 per person from Washington, DC
TOUR HIGHLIGHTS:

 
If you are interested in joining this tour group, but you need a
roommate, please contact MaryKaye Cochran,
richmonddistrict@vaumc.org.

For a brochure with full details, you may request one from Rev. Dr. Hyo
Lee, 13356 Folly Trail Place, Ashland, VA 23005, or email
hyolee@vaumc.org.

mailto:richmonddistrict@vaumc.org
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