SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church
Appleton, Wisconsin
September 12, 2021
8:00 & 9:40 a.m. Services

MISSION STATEMENT

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church is a family of Christians
Growing in Faith and Reaching out in Love
POP VISION 2024

We will be…an engaged and inclusive congregation of disciples,
transforming the lives in our community through the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Welcome to God's House which is the spiritual home of all who worship today, wherever you may be. Part of Prince of
Peace Church's mission statement says that we are "a family of Christians." Because God has made us family, we are
together, even though we are physically separated, to receive the Lord's strength, comfort and peace. Christ, our brother, is
with us, and his presence will change us. As new people, we leave this time of worship to live our daily lives in the world
as ambassadors for Christ. Go, but remember to come home. See you next Sunday!
The Glass Cross on the Altar is unique. There are only 3 of these handmade crosses in the world. The other two are in
congregations with whom we share our ministry. One is on the altar of Kopano Lutheran Church in Mogwase, South Africa
and the other is at the Evangelische Stadtpfarrkirche Hermannstadt in Sibiu, Romania. These Lutheran churches are ministry
partners with us with whom we have shared visits, resources and mutual support. Each Sunday as we gather in worship
under this common cross, we are reminded of our faith in our Savior, Jesus the Christ, whose Spirit unites peoples of
different countries, races, cultures and histories under His benevolent love.

Flowers are placed by Ron & Sondra Joten in thankfulness for our pastors & staff, for all who share the
GOD’S GOOD NEWS through teaching, for those who volunteer as leaders or workers for ministries &
committees, and for ALL who do God's work, both at Prince of Peace and out in the community!
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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
ELW denotes the Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymnal
P-Pastor A-Assisting Minister C-Congregation

~ INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY ~

Three weeks ago we heard Peter’s confession of faith as told in John’s gospel. This week we hear Mark’s
version, when Peter says, “You are the Messiah.” In John, the stumbling block is Jesus’ invitation to eat
his flesh, given for the life of the world. In Mark too the scandal has to do with Jesus’ words about his own
coming death, and here Peter himself stumbles over Jesus’ words. But Jesus is anointed (the meaning of
messiah) in Mark only on the way to the cross (14:3); so we are anointed in baptism with the sign of the
cross.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

GATHERING MUSIC

Let Them See You

Scotty J. Wilbanks/Jason Weeks

WELCOME TO WORSHIP & ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, and whose love is
endless.
C Amen
P Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P God, our comforter:
C like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. We turn our faces
away from injustice and oppression. We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. Free us from
our sin, gracious God. Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead us by your love to love our
neighbors as ourselves. Amen
P All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you
righteous. Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins.
C Amen

GATHERING SONG

Lift High the Cross
Refrain
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
till all the world adore his sacred name.
Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod,
our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God. Refrain
1

ELW 660

All newborn servants of the Crucified
bear on their brows the seal of him who died. Refrain
O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree,
as thou hast promised, draw us all to thee. Refrain
So shall our song of triumph ever be:
praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain
Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956
Text © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-703841. All rights reserved.

GREETING
P May the grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all.
C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray. O God,
C through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and by the glory of the cross you
transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the gospel we may turn from the lure of evil, take up
our cross, and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING
Isaiah 50:4-9a
The image of the servant of the Lord is one of the notable motifs in the book of Isaiah. Today’s reading describes
the mission of the servant, whom early Christians associated with Jesus. Like Jesus, the servant does not strike
back at his detractors but trusts in God’s steadfast love.
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The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—wakens my ear to
listen as those who are taught. 5The Lord GOD has
opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn
backward. 6I gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did
not hide my face from insult and spitting. 7The Lord

GOD helps me; therefore, I have not been disgraced;
therefore, I have set my face like flint, and I know that
I shall not be put to shame; 8he who vindicates me is
near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up
together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront
me. 9aIt is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will
declare me guilty?

R Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.
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SECOND READING
James 3:1-12
This text uses various images to illustrate how damaging and hurtful the way we speak to and about others can
be. Not only are we to control our speech, but what we say and how we say it are to reflect our faith.
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Not many of you should become teachers, my
brothers and sisters, for you know that we who teach
will be judged with greater strictness. 2For all of us
make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes
in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in
check with a bridle. 3If we put bits into the mouths of
horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole
bodies. 4Or look at ships: though they are so large that
it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided
by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot
directs. 5So also the tongue is a small member, yet it
boasts of great exploits. How great a forest is set
ablaze by a small fire! 6And the tongue is a fire. The
tongue is placed among our members as a world of

iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle
of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. 7For every
species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature,
can be tamed and has been tamed by the human
species, 8but no one can tame the tongue—a restless
evil, full of deadly poison. 9With it we bless the Lord
and Father, and with it we curse those who are made
in the likeness of God. 10From the same mouth come
blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this
ought not to be so. 11Does a spring pour forth from the
same opening both fresh and brackish water? 12Can a
fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a
grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh.

R Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Cantor:

Let your heart rejoice in the Lord
Let your word proclaim His deeds
Let your voice sing out to the world
That our God has come to save. Repeat Alleluias
Text & Music © 1997 Steve Angrisano; Published by OCP Publications
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-703841. All rights reserved.

GOSPEL READING
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

Mark 8:27-38

This story provides the turning point in Mark’s gospel. Peter is the first human being in the narrative to acknowledge Jesus
as the Messiah, but he cannot accept that as the Messiah Jesus will have to suffer. Moreover, Jesus issues a strong challenge
to all by connecting discipleship and the cross.
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and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting
your mind not on divine things but on human things.”
34
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to
them, “If any want to become my followers, let them
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.
35
For those who want to save their life will lose it, and
those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake
of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them
to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed,
what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who
are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous
and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also
be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father
with the holy angels.”

27

Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of
Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his
disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28And they
answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah;
and still others, one of the prophets.” 29He asked them,
“But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him,
“You are the Messiah.” 30And he sternly ordered them
not to tell anyone about him. 31Then he began to teach
them that the Son of Man must undergo great
suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief
priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three
days rise again. 32He said all this quite openly. And
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But
turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

Pastor Jennifer DeNetz

(9:40) Faith Formation students join us for worship (during the singing of the following hymn).
HYMN OF THE DAY

Will You Come and Follow Me

ELW 798

"Will you come and follow me if I but call your name?
Will you go where you don't know and never be the same?
Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known,
will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?
"Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name?
Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same?
Will you risk the hostile stare, should your life attract or scare?
Will you let me answer pray'r in you and you in me?
"Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name?
Will you set the pris'ners free and never be the same?
Will you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen,
and admit to what I mean in you and you in me?
"Will you love the you you hide if I but call your name?
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same?
Will you use the faith you've found to reshape the world around,
through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me?"
Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same.
In your company I'll go where your love and footsteps show.
Thus I'll move and live and grow in you and you in me.
Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949
Text © 1987 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-703841. All rights reserved.

(9:40) CHILDREN’S MESSAGE & VIDEO
Fingers to Heaven
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Brigetta Wingender
Colleen Perrine

APOSTLES CREED
P With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
P Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.
Petitions end: Lord, in your mercy,
Response: Hear our prayer.
P Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen
MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING

We Are an Offering

Dwight Liles

OFFERING PRAYER
P Let us pray. God of abundance,
C you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain from the heavens. Accept the gifts you have
first given us. Unite them with the offering of our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in
my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen
5

In the bread and wine, we believe Christ is truly present. Much more than a sign, story, or
symbol of God’s love, it is an event where God reaches down to us through common earthly
elements and invites us into the mystery and miracle of a relationship with him, the Word made
flesh for us. All, who have been baptized, are invited to this experience of God’s love, where He
is our host and we are his guests, who will take the message of his love into the world.

LAMB OF GOD

Text & Music © 1997 Steve Angrisano; Published by OCP Publications
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-703841. All rights reserved.

COMMUNION MEDITATION

Lord, I Need You

Nockels/Carson/Reeves/Stanfill/|Maher

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING & PRAYER
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen
P Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation.
Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the abundance of your love in Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

(9:40) Blessing of Faith Formation Teachers & Helpers
Crowning of 3-year-old Princes & Princesses of Peace
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FINAL BLESSING
P People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. The holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
bless you now and forever.
C Amen
SENDING SONG
(8:00)

Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing

ELW 545

Lord, dismiss us with your blessing,
fill our hearts with joy and peace;
let us each, your love possessing,
triumph in redeeming grace.
Oh, refresh us; oh, refresh us,
trav'ling through this wilderness.
Thanks we give and adoration
for your gospel's joyful sound.
May the fruits of your salvation
in our hearts and lives abound.
Ever faithful, ever faithful
to your truth may we be found.
Text: attr. John Fawcett, 1740-1817, sts. 1-2, alt.; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 3, alt.

(9:40)

Fingers to Heaven

Colleen Perrine

DISMISSAL
P Prince of Peace is a family of Christians…
C …growing in faith and reaching out in love.
P Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.
C Thanks be to God!

✞

✞ ✞

My Prayer List
Dear Lord, I thank you for people who teach me about you…
At home:
At school:
At worship:
During Faith Formation:
Help me to teach others about you, Lord. And teach us, Lord,
the way to follow you every day. Amen
From Kids Celebrate © 2002 Augsburg Fortress.
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