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As We Gather

All four Gospels record the event in Gethsemane when the ear of the high priest’s
servant is cut off. Only John gives us names—Peter and Malchus. Our attention now is
drawn to Gethsemane that night when Judas betrays Jesus as Peter cuts off the ear of
Malchus. The chief priests, scribes, Judas, and Peter all seek power and control of the
situation. Jesus—the only one with true power and authority—lays it down, as He also
does with His life itself. In His resurrection, Jesus will take up His life again, reclaiming
His power, control, and authority, which extends throughout the earth and heavens.

Preservice Music

Ringing of the Bells

Welcome

Please stand

Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted LSB 451
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1 Strick-en, smit-ten, and af - flict - ed, See Him dy -ing on the
2 Tell me, ye who hear Him groan-ing, Was there ev - er grief like
3 Ye  who think of sin but light -ly Nor sup-pose the e - vil
4 Here we have a firm foun - da - tion, Here the ref-uge of the
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tree! "Tis the Christ, by man re - ject - ed; Yes, my
His? Friends through fear  His cause dis - own - ing, Foes in -
great Here may  view  its na - ture right - ly, Here its
lost: Christ, the Rock of our sal - va - tion, s the
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soul, ’tis He, ’tis He! 'Tis the long - ex - pect-ed
sult - ing His dis - tress; Man - y hands were raised to
guilt  may es - ti - mate. Mark the sac - ri - fice ap -
name of  which we boast; Lamb of God, for sin - ners
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Proph - et, Da - vid’s Son, yet Da-vid’s Lord; Proofs 1
wound Him, None would in - ter- vene to save; But the
point - ed, See who bears the aw -ful load; 'Tis  the
" wound -ed, Sac - ri - fice to can-cel guilt! None shall
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see suf - fi - cient of it: 'Tis the true and faith - ful Word.
deep - est stroke that pierced Him Was the stroke that jus - tice gave.
Word, the Lord’s a - noint - ed, Son of Man and Son of God.
ev - er be con-found - ed Who on Him their hope have built.

Text and tune: Public domain

Invocation

P: In the name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Opening Sentences
As we continue our Lenten journey, we find those who witnessed His power,
: who experienced His authority and control over all things.

Even the high priest’s servant, Malchus, points us to Jesus and His love for us.
Malchus witnessed Jesus laying aside His power and control.

Jesus allowed Himself to be arrested, put on trial, crucified, and killed.
Jesus laid down His life for us on the cross,
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and Jesus took up His life again on Easter morning.

Confession and Absolution

P: While Jesus laid aside His power and control for us and our salvation, we admit
that we sometimes seek to have more power, control, influence, and authority
in sinful pride. Still, our heavenly Father invites us to come to Him and ask for
forgiveness, renewal, and restoration.

C: Heavenly Father, we have sinned against You with sins of pride and
for not trusting You in all things. We have sinned against You in
thoughts, words, and actions. Have mercy on us, Lord. Forgive us, and
help us to rely on You for everything, in the name of Jesus.



P: Almighty God, in His merciful power, has given Jesus Christ to die and rise for
you. Because of Jesus, Your sins are forgiven. As a called and ordained
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen. We are forgiven and freed to live under Christ’'s power and
authority.

Psalmody Psalm 69:1-3, 13-14, 16-18; antiphon: v. 16

P: Answer me, O LORD, for Your steadfast love is good;
according to Your abundant mercy, turn to me.
C: Save me, O God!
For the waters have come up to my neck.

P: Isink in deep mire,
where there is no foothold;

C: I have come into deep waters,
and the flood sweeps over me.

v

I am weary with my crying out;
my throat is parched.
My eyes grow dim with waiting for my God.

But as for me, my prayer is to You, O LORD.
At an acceptable time, O God, in the abundance of Your steadfast
love answer me in Your saving faithfulness.

nox 0

Deliver me from sinking in the mire;
let me be delivered from my enemies
and from the deep waters.

Qv

P: Answer me, O LORD, for Your steadfast love is good;
according to Your abundant mercy, turn to me.

C: Hide not Your face from Your servant;
for I am in distress; make haste to answer me.

P: Draw near to my soul, redeem me;
ransom me because of my enemies!
C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

P: Answer me, O LORD, for Your steadfast love is good;
according to Your abundant mercy, turn to me.

Please be seated



What a Friend We Have in Jesus LSB 770
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| What a friend we have in Je - sus, All  our sins and griefs to bear!
2 Have we tri - als and temp-ta-tions? Is there trou-ble an - y-where?
3 Are we weak and heav-y lad - en, Cum-bered with a load of care?
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What a priv-i-lege to car - ry  Ev - ’'ry-thing to God in prayer!
We should nev -er be dis-cour-aged— Take it to the Lord in prayer.
Pre -cious Sav-ior, still our ref - uge— Take it to the Lord in prayer.
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Oh, what peace we of - ten for - feit; Oh, what need-less pain we bear—
Can we find a friend so faith-ful Who will all our sor-rows share?
Do thy friends de-spise, for-sake thee? Take it to the Lord in prayer.
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All be-cause we do not car - ry Ev - 'ry-thing to God in prayer!
Je - sus knows our ev-'ry weak-ness—Take it to the Lord in prayer.
In His arms He'll take and shield thee; Thou wilt find a sol-ace there.
Old Testament Isaiah 53:1-5

!Who has believed what they heard from us?
And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?
2For He grew up before Him like a young plant,
and like a root out of dry ground;
He had no form or majesty that we should look at Him,
and no beauty that we should desire Him.
3He was despised and rejected by men;
a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief;
and as one from whom men hide their faces
He was despised, and we esteemed Him not.
4Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows;
yet we esteemed Him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.
5But He was wounded for our transgressions;
He was crushed for our iniquities;
upon Him was the chastisement that brought us peace,
and with His stripes we are healed.

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.
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Epistle 2 Corinthians 1:1-5

1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy

Achaia:

our brother,
To the church of God that is at Corinth, with all the saints who are in the whole of

°Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies
at we may be
able to comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with which we
ourselves are comforted by God. °For as we share abundantly in Christ’s

and God of all comfort, “who comforts us in all our affliction, so th

sufferings, so through Christ we share abundantly in comfort too.

P: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.

O God, Forsake Me Not LSB 731
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1 O God, for-sake me not! Your gra-cious pres-ence lend me;
2 O God, for-sake me not! Take not Your Spir - it from me;
3 O God, for-sake me not! Lord, hear my sup-pli - ca - tion!
4 O God, for-sake me not! Lord, I am Yours for - ev - er
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Lord, lead Your help-less child; Your Ho-ly Spir - it send me
Do not per-mit the might Of sin to 0 - ver-come  me.
In ev -ry e-vil hour Help me re - sist temp-ta - tion;
O  keep me strong in faith That I may leave You nev - er
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That 1 my course may run. 0] be my light, my lot,
In - crease my fee - ble faith, Which You a - lone have wrought.
And when the prince of hell My  con-science seeks to  blot,
Grant me a bless - ed end When my good fight is fought;
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My staff, my rock, my shield— O God, for-sake me not!
(0] be my strength and pow'r— O God, for-sake me not!
Be then not far from me— O God, for-sake me not!
Help me in life and death— O God, for-sake me not!

Text and tune: Public domain



Please stand

Holy Gospel John 18:1-11

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twelfth chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.

When Jesus had spoken these words, He went out with His disciples across
the Kidron Valley, where there was a garden, which He and His disciples
entered. 2Now Judas, who betrayed Him, also knew the place, for Jesus often
met there with His disciples. 3So Judas, having procured a band of soldiers
and some officers from the chief priests and the Pharisees, went there with
lanterns and torches and weapons. “Then Jesus, knowing all that would
happen to Him, came forward and said to them, “Whom do you seek?” >They
answered Him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus said to them, "I am He.” Judas,
who betrayed Him, was standing with them. ®When Jesus said to them, “I am
He,” they drew back and fell to the ground. “So He asked them again, "Whom
do you seek?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 8lesus answered, "I told
you that I am He. So, if you seek Me, let these men go.” °This was to fulfill
the word that He had spoken: “Of those whom You gave Me I have lost not
one.” 1%Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s
servant and cut off his right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.) !!So
Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into its sheath; shall I not drink the cup
that the Father has given Me?”

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.

Please be seated



Go to Dark Gethsemane LSB 436
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1 Go to dark Geth - sem - a - ne, All who feel the
2 Fol - low to the  judg - ment hall, View the Lord of
3 Cal - v'ry’s mourn - ful moun - tain climb;  There, a - dor - ing
4 Ear - ly has - ten to the tomb Where they laid His
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tempt - er’'s pow’r; Your Re - deem -er’s con - flict see,
life ar-raigned; Oh, the worm-wood and the gall!
at His feet, Mark that mir - a - cle of time,
breath -less clay; All is sol - 1 - tude and gloom.
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Watch with Him one  bit - ter hour; Turn  not from His
Oh, the pangs His soul  sus-tained! Shun not suf - fring,
God’s own sac - ri - fice com-plete. “It is  fin - ished!”
Who has tak - en Him a - way? Christ is ris’n! He
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griefs a - way; Learn from Je - sus Christ to pray.
shame, or loss; Learn from Him to bear the cross.
hear Him cry; Learn from Je - sus Christ to die.
meets our eyes. Sav - ior, teach us so  to rise.

Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon







Pie Jesu (Holy Jesus) Adult Choir Women

Please stand

Versicles and Collects Psalm 102:1; Psalm 17:8; Psalm 17:15

P: Hear my prayer, O Lord;
C: listen to my cry.

P: Keep me as the apple of Your eye;
C: hide me in the shadow of Your wings.

P: In righteousness I shall see You;
C: when I awake, Your presence will give me joy.

P: O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty power
defend us from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil
thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; Lord in Your mercy;

C: Hear our prayer.

P: Deliver us, O Lord, from temptation to manage and control the troubles and
uncertainties of this mortal life and grant us faith in You, that our peace may
come not from the things around us but from the grace and mercy You have
manifested upon the cross, once for all; Lord in Your mercy:

C: Hear our prayer.

P: Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent.
Abide with us and with Your whole Church. Abide with us at the end of
the day, at the end of our life, at the end of the world. Abide with us
with Your grace and goodness, with Your holy Word and Sacrament,
with Your strength and blessing. Abide with us when the night of
affliction and temptation comes upon us, the night of fear and despair,
the night when death draws near. Abide with us and with all the
faithful, now and forever.

C: Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13
P: Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Benedicamus

P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Benedication

P: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the -} Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve you.

C: Amen.
Now the Light Has Gone Away LSB 887
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1 Now the light has gone a - way; Fa - ther, lis-ten while I pray,
2 Je - sus, Sav-ior, wash a - way All that has been wrong to - day;
3 Let my near and dear ones be Al - ways near and dear to Thee;
4 Now my eve-ning praise I give; Thou didst die that 1 might live.
5 Thou, my best and kind-est Friend, Thou wilt love me to the end.
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Ask - ing Thee to watch and keep And to send me qui- et sleep.
Help me ev - 'ty day to be Good and gen - tle, more like Thee.
O bring me and all I love To Thy hap - py home a - bove.
All  my bless-ings come from Thee; Oh, how good Thou art to me!

Let me love Thee more and more, Al - ways bet - ter than be - fore.

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-79, alt.
Tune: Liederbuch fir Kleinkinder-Schulen, 1842, Kaiserswerth
Text and tune: Public domain

i

11



WITNESSES TO CHRIST: PEOPLE FROM HIS PASSION

This Lent, our life in Christ will be strengthened as we hear the witness of those in
John’s Gospel who journeyed to the cross. Along the way, we'll meet villains, such as
Barabbas and Pontius Pilate, as well as sinners, such as Peter (who denied Jesus three
times), Mary Magdalene (who was possessed by seven demons), and Judas Iscariot
(who betrayed Jesus for thirty pieces of silver).

Please join us for worship as we hear the witness of these people in John’s Gospel:

Lent 3: Wednesday, March 23, 6:30 p.m.
Peter, John 18:12-27
Lent 4: Wednesday, March 30, 6:30 p.m.
Barabbas, John 18:33-40
Lent 5: Wednesday, April 6, 6:30 p.m.
Pontius Pilate, John 19:1-16

Maundy Thursday, April 14, 7 pm:
Judas Iscariot, John 13:21-30

Good Friday April 15, 12 noon with communion
and Tenebrae, 7 p.m.
John, the Gospel Writer, John 19:25-37

The Resurrection of Our Lord, Sunday, April 17, 8 and 10:30 a.m.
Mary Magdalene, John 20:1-18

Worship Leader: Pastor Chris A. Spelbring
Elder on Duty: Eric Batchelder

Sound/Video/Camera: Norm Hayward/Mark Goerger/Yvonne Goerger
Acolytes: Dessa Schmidt, Cali Hayward

CCLI License:#536023
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