
 

1. https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2776536 
https://www.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-    guidance/cloth-   face-coverings/ 

November 4, 2021 
 
The Hon. Jared Polis 
State Capitol Bldg 
200 E. Colfax Ave., Room 136 
Denver, CO  80203 
 
Dear Gov. Polis: 
 
The Colorado House of Medicine would like to thank you for your thoughtful management of the 
COVID-19 pandemic over the past two years and your urgent attention to the current surge of 
cases in Colorado which is threatening the capacity of our health care system. We urge you to 
issue a temporary executive order requiring face coverings in indoor public spaces for all 
individuals two years and older regardless of vaccination status. As community mask wearing 
has been scientifically shown to substantially reduce the transmission of SARS CoV21, we 
recommend that the state include this cost-effective measure in its comprehensive approach to 
the pandemic. 
  
We note the high case counts and test positivity rate which point to high levels of community 
spread and likely increased hospitalization rates in coming weeks. With Colorado’s testing 
positivity rate over 8 percent, a third of hospitals across the state anticipating ICU bed shortages 
in the next week, and over 1,200 individuals currently hospitalized for COVID-19, this proactive 
step to limit the spread of COVID-19 and other seasonal illnesses will support our overburdened 
health care workforce.  
 
Despite Centers for Disease Control and Prevention guidelines that all residents of nearly every 
Colorado county should be masking in indoor public spaces, that critical message is not coming 
through. Mandating masks in indoor public places is an important and simple step in reducing 
transmission before more drastic measures are contemplated. The mandate is an important 
public health communication tool, signaling to Coloradans that masking is both recommended 
and still necessary to curtail the spread of COVID-19.  
 
We respectfully ask that you take this action to protect the health of all Coloradans.  
 
Sincerely, 
Michael L. Moore, MD 
President 
Denver Medical Society 
 
Supported by: 
Colorado Medical Society 
American Academy of Pediatrics, Colorado Chapter 
Colorado Academy of Family Physicians 
Colorado American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologist 
Colorado Child & Adolescent Psychiatric Society 
Colorado Chapter, American College of Emergency Physicians 
Colorado Psychiatric Society 
Mesa County Medical Society 


