
 
 

Second Sunday of Advent 
December 5th at 10:00 a.m.  

“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel.” 
Matthew 1:23 

 
Greeting and Welcome 

Prelude Music “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” Arr. John Behnke. Bell Choir. Used with permission under CCLI 
License #11306163. 

*Call to Worship   
Welcome to this place of love and grace. 
Holy Spirit, show us how to participate in God's plan. 
Knowing the will of God is not enough; doing it is what matters. 
Loving God, move us from living out of obligation to listening to your dream for us. 
Like Joseph, we say 'yes' to playing our part in God's story. 
We become dreamers to go beyond what the world expects of us and step into God's bold future. 

*Opening Prayer 
     God, your ways are not our ways. You are not limited by what is possible, for with you all things are 
possible. Thank you that you are greater than anything we may face in our day. Thank you that your 
presence goes with us, no matter what we're up against. We ask for your grace to help us walk in 
confidence and boldness today. We boldly declare that we will not let fear or intimidation stop us from 
being obedient. We pray this in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

*Hymn of Praise UMH #202 “People Look East” Words: Eleanor Farjeon, 1928. Music: Traditional French carol; 
harm. by Martin Shaw, 1728. Used with permission under CCLI License #11306163. 

1. People, look east. The time is near 
of the crowning of the year. 
Make your house fair as you are able, 
trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the Guest, is on the way. 

2. Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, 
one more seed is planted there: 
Give up your strength the seed to nourish, 
that in course the flower may flourish. 



 
 

People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the rose, is on the way. 

3. Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim 
one more light the bowl shall brim, 
shining beyond the frosty weather, 
bright as sun and moon together. 
People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the star, is on the way. 

4. Angels, announce with shouts of mirth 
him who brings new life to earth. 
Set every peak and valley humming 
with the word, the Lord is coming. 
People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the Lord, is on the way. 

Lighting of the Advent Candles  
Reader 1:  
On this second Sunday of Advent, we light the candle of PEACE. 
When he does what is good, PEACE covers Joseph like a steady rain. 
PEACE leads him step by step forward, using his presence as a gift and his heart as a guide to protect those 
entrusted to him and nourish the life of God in the world. 
Light Candle 
Sung Response: UMH #204 “Emmanuel, Emmanuel” Words and Music: Bob McGee, 1976. Used with 
permission under CCLI License #11306163. 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, 
his name is called Emmanuel. 
God with us, revealed in us, 
his name is called Emmanuel. 

Reader 2:  
Let us pray: Faithful One,  
Give us PEACE as a steady companion on our journeys. 
May PEACE help us take one step at a time, day by day, hour by hour, forward into the future you create with 
us. May we notice you truly with us, here and now.  Amen. 

Children’s Moment “The Chrismon Tree” Mary Frances McKinley 

Anthem “Prepare the Way” Words and Music: Michael Sharp. Used with permission under CCLI License 
#11306163. 



 
 

Gospel Reading Matthew 1:18-25 NRSV   

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to 
Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband 
Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her 
quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the 
Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All 
this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
             
          “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
                                               and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 

which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded 
him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named 
him Jesus. 

The word of God for the people of God 
Thanks be to God 

Sermon “God with Joseph, the Dutiful” Rev. Matthew B. Sergent 

Prayers of the People 

Giving of our Tithes and Offerings  

Offertory “I Saw Three Ships” Arr. C.M. Taylor  

*Doxology UMH #94 Used with permission under CCLI License #11306163. 

Praise God from Whom all Blessings flow! 
Praise God all creatures here below! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

*Hymn "Blessed Be the God of Israel" UMH #209. Words Michael Perry, 1973. Music: Hal H. Hopson, 1983.  
Used with permission under CCLI License #11306163. 

1. Blessed be the God of Israel,  
who comes to set us free.  



 
 

who visits and redeems us,  
and grants us liberty.  
The people spoke of mercy,  
of freedom and release;  
God shall fulfill the promise 
to bring our people peace.  

2. Now from the house of David 
a child of grace is given;  
a Savior comes among us  
to raise us up to heaven.  
Before him goes the herald,  
forerunner in the way,  
the prophet of salvation,  
the harbinger of day.  

3. On prisoners of darkness  
the sun begins to rise,  
the dawning of forgiveness  
upon the sinner’s eyes,  
to guide the feet of pilgrims 
along the paths of peace. 
O bless our God and Savior 
with songs that never cease!  

Invitation to Holy Communion 

Prayer of Confession 
     Merciful God, we long for and need the presence of Christ in our lives.  We long for a holy visitation but 
confess that we are too distracted to notice when it arrives.  We long for peace but confess that we will not 
be still long enough to greet it.  We long for the joy of new babies and angelic choirs but confess that we are 
too frantic to stop and look and listen.  Forgive us, Lord.  Forgive our misplaced priorities that crowd you out 
of our Advent worship and our lives.  Renew in us a desire for you above all else.  For the sake of Christ, we 
pray.  Amen. 
 
Words of Assurance  
     What good news it is that God hears our prayers and responds with compassion and mercy! Enter Christ's 
Advent joy as precious and forgiven children of God.  Hallelujah!  Amen. 



 
 

Musical Setting A UMH #17 The United Methodist Publishing House, Adapt. 1989. Used with permission under 
CCLI License #11306163. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Receiving of Communion 

*Sending Forth Hymn UMH #213 “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” Words: Georg Weissel, 1612.  Music:  
Psalmodia Evangelica. Used with permission under CCLI License #11306163. 

1. Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates; 
behold, the King of glory waits; 
the King of kings is drawing near; 
the Savior of the world is here! 
 
2. Fling wide the portals of your heart; 
make it a temple, set apart 
from earthly use for heaven's employ, 
adorned with prayer and love and joy. 
 
3. Redeemer, come, with us abide; 
our hearts to thee we open wide; 
let us thy inner presence feel; 
thy grace and love in us reveal. 
 
4. Thy Holy Spirit lead us on 
until our glorious goal is won; 
eternal praise, eternal fame 
be offered, Savior, to thy name! 

*Benediction  
 
Postlude “How Great Our Joy” Arr. B. Chung  

Call to Worship, Opening Prayer, Lighting the Advent Candle taken from Break Through: United Methodists of Greater New Jersey, 
2021. Prayer of Confession taken from Homiletics Online, www.homileticsonline.com , 2021.  
  

 

 


