
 
 

Epiphany Sunday 
January 2nd at 10:00 a.m. 

“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.” 

Matthew 2:6 

Greeting and Welcome 

Prelude Used with permission under CCLI License #11306163. 
 
Call to Worship  
Arise; shine, for your light has come! 
We are called out of our darkness into light. 
Lift up your eyes and look around. 
We rejoice in the gift of light. 
Come let us worship the God of light and joy and peace. 
We come to kneel at the cradle of the babe, the light incarnate. 
Ministry Matters: Worship Elements Epiphany Sunday, Option 2 

 
Opening Prayer Epiphany UMH#255 
O God, you made of one blood all nations, and, by a star in the East, revealed to all peoples him whose 
name is Emmanuel. Enable us who know your presence with us so to proclaim his unsearchable riches that 
all may come to his light and bow before the brightness of his rising, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit now and forever. AMEN. 
Laurence Hull Stookey, 1989 

 
Hymn of Praise “Shine, Jesus, Shine” TFWS #2173. Words and Music: Graham Kendrick, 1987. Used with 
permission under CCLI License #11306163. 

Refrain: 
Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with the Father’s glory, blaze Spirit blaze, set our hearts on fire; flow, river, 
flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy, send forth your word, Lord, and let there be light. 
 
1. Lord, the light of your love is shining in the midst of the darkness shining; Jesus, Light of the World, shine 

upon us, set us free by the truth you now bring us. Shine on me, shine on me. Refrain. 
 

2. Lord, I come to your awesome presence from the shadows into your radiance; by the blood I may enter 
your brightness, search me, try me, consume all my darkness. Shine on me, shine on me. Refrain. 

 
 



 
 

3. As we gaze on your kingly brightness, so our faces display your likeness; ever changing from glory to 
glory, mirrored here may our lives tell your story. Shine on me, shine on me. Refrain 

Statement of Faith The Apostle’s Creed UMH#881 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he rose from the dead; he 
ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come 
to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. AMEN. 

Gospel Reading Matthew 2:1-12 (NRSV) 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to 
Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its 
rising, and have come to pay him homage.”  When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem 
with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
Messiah was to be born.  They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the 
prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from 
you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and 
learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go 
and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay 
him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they 
had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had 
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.  On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; 
and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh.  And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own 
country by another road. 

The Word of God for the People of God 

Thanks be to God 

Sermon “O Come Let Us Adore Him” by Sherry Hietpas 

Hymn “We Three Kings” UMH#254. Words and Music by John H. Hopkins, Jr., 1857. Used with permission 
under CCLI License #11306163 



 
 

1. We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar, field and fountain, moor and mountain, 
following yonder star.  

Refrain: O Star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright, westward leading, still proceeding, 
guide us to thy perfect light. 

2. Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain, gold I bring to crown him again, King forever, ceasing never, over us 
all to reign. Refrain. 
 

3. Frankincense to offer have I; incense owns a Deity nigh; prayer and praising, voices raising, worshipping 
God on high. Refrain. 
 

4. Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume breathes a life of gathering gloom; sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, 
sealed in the stone cold tomb. Refrain. 
 

5. Glorious now behold him arise; King and God and sacrifice: Alleluia, Alleluia, sound through the earth 
and skies. Refrain. 

Prayers of the People 

Giving of our Tithes and Offerings  

Offertory Used with permission under CCLI License #11306163. 

Doxology UMH #94 Used with permission under CCLI License #11306163. 

Praise God from Whom all Blessings flow! 
Praise God all creatures here below! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Sending Forth Hymn “O Come, All Ye Faithful” UMH #234. Words and Music: John F. Wade, ca. 1743 Used 
with permission under CCLI License #11306163. 

1. O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem. Come and behold 
him, born the King of angels; 

Refrain: O come, let us adore him, O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 



 
 

3. Sing choirs of angels, sing in exultation; O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! Glory to God, all glory in 
the highest; Refrain. 

6. Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning, Jesus to thee be all glory given. Word of the Father, 
now in flesh appearing: Refrain. 

Benediction  

Postlude Used with permission under CCLI License #11306163. 


