
 
 

Order of Worship 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 11:00 P.M. 

  
Prelude                                                                                                          Arr. V. Collinthworth 

“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” 
 
*Call to Worship 
Christ is here on this night of nights. 
Christ is here indeed. 
Christ’s love has called us here. 
Christ’s love has bathed us in holy light. 
Let’s sing with the angels and celebrate with joy. 
For Christmas arrives this night. 

*Opening Hymn                                                                                                              UMH #250 
“Once in Royal David’s City” 

 1. Once in royal David's city 
stood a lowly cattle shed, 
where a mother laid her baby 
in a manger for his bed; 
Mary, loving mother mild, 
Jesus Christ, her little child. 
 
2. He came down to earth from heaven 
who is God and Lord of all, 
and his shelter was a stable, 
and his cradle was a stall. 
With the poor, the scorned, the lowly 
lived on earth our Savior holy. 
 
3. Jesus is our childhood's pattern; 
day by day, like us he grew; 
he was little, weak, and helpless, 



tears and smiles like us he knew; 
and he feeleth for our sadness, 
and he shareth in our gladness. 
 
4. And our eyes at last shall see him, 
through his own redeeming love; 
for that child so dear and gentle 
is our Lord in heaven above; 
and he leads his children on 
to the place where he is gone. 

 
*Opening Prayer   
     Light of the world, shine upon us this night.  Shine in our lives, that we may shine with your 
love.  Shine in our world, that your light may overcome all darkness and fear.  Shine through 
our worship, that our souls may be strengthened with the power of your light and love.  In 
the name of love, we pray.  Amen. 
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 
Hymn                                                                                                                                 UMH #204  

“Emmanuel, Emmanuel” sing twice 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel, 
his name is called Emmanuel. 
God with us, revealed in us, 
his name is called Emmanuel. 

 
Medley                                                                                                                          UMH #230 

“O Little Town of Bethlehem” (verses 1, 2) 
1. O little town of Bethlehem, 
how still we see thee lie; 
above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
the silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
the everlasting light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years 
are met in thee tonight. 
 
2. For Christ is born of Mary, 
and gathered all above, 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep 
their watch of wondering love. 
O morning stars together, 
proclaim the holy birth, 



and praises sing to God the king, 
and peace to all on earth! 
 
                                                                                                                                             UMH #216 

“Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”  
1. Lo, how a Rose e'er blooming 
from tender stem hath sprung! 
Of Jesse's lineage coming, 
as those of old have sung. 
It came, a floweret bright, 
amid the cold of winter, 
when half spent was the night. 
 
2. Isaiah 'twas foretold it, 
the Rose I have in mind; 
with Mary we behold it, 
the Virgin Mother kind. 
To show God's love aright, 
she bore to us a Savior, 
when half spent was the night. 
 
3. O Flower, whose fragrance  
tender sweetness fills the air,  
dispel in glorious splendor 
the darkness everywhere. 
True man yet very God,  
from sin and death now save us,  
and share our every load.  
 

Contemplative Prayer  

Hymn Medley                                                                                                                  UMH #229 
“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” 

1. Infant holy, infant lowly, 
for his bed a cattle stall; 
oxen lowing, little knowing, 
Christ the babe is Lord of all. 
Swift are winging angels singing, 
noels ringing, tidings bringing: 
Christ the babe is Lord of all. 
 
2. Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping 
vigil till the morning new 



saw the glory, heard the story, 
tidings of a gospel true. 
Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, 
praises voicing, greet the morrow: 
Christ the babe was born for you. 

 
                                                                  “The First Noel”                                             UMH #245        
1. The first Noel the angel did say 
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep, 
on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 
 
Refrain: 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 
born is the King of Israel. 
 
2. They looked up and saw a star 
shining in the east, beyond them far; 
and to the earth it gave great light, 
and so it continued both day and night. 
Refrain 
                      
Offering 
  
Offertory                                                                                                                  Arr. A. Borzova 

“Ding Dong! Merrily on High” 
 
*Doxology               Words by Roger Lynn                                                                  UMH #95  
                        Praise God for gifts of hope and peace 
                        Praise God for gifts of joy and love 
                        Praise God for sending Christ to dwell 
                        On earth for us – Emmanuel.  Amen. 
*Hymn                                                                                                                                 UMH #219 

“What Child Is This” 
1. What child is this who, laid to rest, 
on Mary's lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, 
while shepherds watch are keeping? 
 
Refrain: 
This, this is Christ the King, 
whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
haste, haste to bring him laud, 



the babe, the son of Mary. 
 
2. Why lies he in such mean estate 
where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christians, fear, for sinners here 
the silent Word is pleading. 
Refrain 
 
3. So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh, 
come, peasant, king, to own him; 
the King of kings salvation brings, 
let loving hearts enthrone him. 
Refrain 
 

Gospel Reading                                                                                               Luke 2:1-7 (NRSV) 

The Word of God for the people of God 
Thanks be to God  
 
Meditation                                                                                    Sherry Hietpas, Ministry Intern 

“God with Us” 
 
*Hymn                                                                                                                                UMH #221 

“In the Bleak Midwinter” (verses 1, 4) 
 

1. In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, 
earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 
snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 
in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 
 
4. What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
if I were a Wise Man, I would do my part; 
yet what I can I give him: give my heart. 
 
Service of Holy Communion 
 
Prayer of Confession 
     God of Joy, we come to celebrate again the arrival of Love Incarnate here in our very 
midst.  Your glorious arrival is enough to cause the forests to sing for joy, yet we still find 
reasons to complain and sigh.  Your light of salvation is bright enough to illuminate every 
corner of our lives, yet we still find ourselves shrouded in worry and doubt.  Your gift of Love 
is big enough for the whole world, yet we still find ourselves resentful that your love extends 



to those whom we deem to be unworthy.  God, you invite us into the light of the stable 
where the overlooked and forgotten have gathered to celebrate the miracle of your love.  
Give us the strength and courage to join you at the manger.  Amen. 
 
Words of Assurance 
Do not be afraid!  Hear the good news of great joy for all people: a savior has been born this 
night for you! In Christ receive the salvation of our God! 
 
The Great Thanksgiving    
     
The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  AMEN.  

 
Giving and Receiving of Communion  
   The Lord’s Supper is open to persons of all ages desiring God’s mercy, love and grace in their 
lives.      
 
Singing and Sharing the Light                                                                                           UMH #239 

“Silent Night, Holy Night” 
1. Silent night, holy night, 
all is calm, all is bright 
round yon virgin 
mother and child. 
Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace, 
sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
2. Silent night, holy night, 
shepherds quake at the sight; 
glories stream from heaven afar, 
heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born! 
 
3. Silent night, holy night, 
Son of God, love's pure light; 
radiant beams from thy holy face 
with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
 



4. Silent night, holy night, 
wondrous star, lend thy light; 
with the angels let us sing, 
Alleluia to our King; 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born! 

Ringing of the Andrew Chapel Bell and Closing Prayer  

*Hymn of Celebration                                                                                                  UMH #246 
“Joy to the World” (verses 1, 4) 

1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 
let every heart prepare him room, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven and nature sing. 
 
4. He rules the world with truth and grace, 
and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness, 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love. 
 
*Dismissal with Blessing 
Walk in darkness no longer.  
We will walk in the light of Christ.  
Sing of Christ’s birth with the choirs of angels.  
We will sing with the heavenly host.  
Go and proclaim the good news.  
Jesus Christ is born! 
 
*Postlude                                                                                                                      Arr. C. Taylor 

“Silent Night” 
 
 

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 
 
 
All music used with permission under CCLI License #11306163. 



 

 
               


