
 
 

First Sunday after Christmas Day 
December 26th at 10:00 a.m. 

“At that moment she came and began to praise God and speak about the child to all who were 
looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.” 

Luke 2:38 

Greeting and Welcome 

Prelude Music “From Heaven Above”Arr. by J.S. Bach and D. Schack Used with permission under CCLI License 
#11306163. 
 
Call to Worship  
We come to worship, trusting that God’s help is here. 
We come with joy to this celebration of God’s love! 
We are a community that embodies God’s help for each other. 
Open our hearts, Lord, to receive your love. We waited for and have received the “consolation of Israel.” 
The Holy Spirit will guide us to recognize Jesus when we see him at work in our world. 
Like Simeon and Anna, God is working in us making us “righteous and devout.” 
Adapted from Break Through: United Methodists of Greater New Jersey 

 
Opening Prayer  
Creator God, we thank you for this day. Teach us your way, illuminate our heart, guide us into all truth. May 
you align our thoughts to your thoughts so that our lives may honor you. Thank you for the promise to us, 
that one day we will see Jesus and be made like him. All this we pray in his name. AMEN. 
Break Through: United Methodists of Greater New Jersey 

 
Hymn of Praise “Angels We Have Heard on High” UMH #238. Words: Trad. French carol; trans. Crown of Jesus, 
1862 Music: French carol melody; arr. by Edward Shippen Barnes, 1937; harm. by Austin C. Lovelace, 1964. 
Used with permission under CCLI License #11306163. 

1. Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, and the mountains in reply echoing their 
joyous strains. 

Refrain: 
       Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
 
2. Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? What the gladsome tidings be which 

inspire your heavenly song? 
Refrain 

 



 
 

3. Come to Bethlehem and see Christ whose birth the angels sing; come adore on bended knee, Christ the 
Lord the newborn King. 
Refrain 
 

4. See him in a manger laid, whom the choir of angels praise; Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, while our hearts 
in love we raise. 
Refrain 
 

Gospel Reading Luke 2:25-38 (NRSV) 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking 
forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him.  It had been revealed to him by the Holy 
Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came 
into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the 
law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in 
peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the 
presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” And the 
child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said 
to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that 
will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul 
too.” There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, 
having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She 
never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day.  At that moment she came 
and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of 
Jerusalem. 

The Word of God for the People of God 

Thanks be to God 

Hymn of Reflection “What Child is This” UMH #219. Words: William C. Dix, 1865 Music: 16th cent. English 
melody Used with permission under CCLI License #11306163. 

1. What child is this who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping? Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, 
while shepherds watch are keeping? 

Refrain: 
This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, 
the son of Mary. 
 



 
 

2. Why lies he in such mean estate, where ox and ass are feeding? Good Christians, fear, for sinners here 
the silent Word is pleading. Refrain. 
 

3. So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh, come peasant, king, to own him; the King of kings salvation 
brings, let loving hearts enthrone him. Refrain. 
 

Sermon “God with the World” by Sherry Hietpas 

Response to the Word “A Statement of Faith” UMH #883 
We are not alone, we live in God’s world.  
We believe in God: 
        who has created and is creating, 
        who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, 
         to reconcile and make new, 
        who works in us and others by Spirit. 
We trust in God. 
We are called to be the church: 
        to celebrate God’s presence, 
        to love and serve others, 
        to seek justice and resist evil, 
        to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 
        our judge and our hope. 
In life, in death, in life beyond death,  
        God is with us. 
We are not alone. 
Thanks be to God. AMEN. 
 
Hymn “Go, Tell It on the Mountain” UMH #251. Words: Afro-American spiritual; adapted by John W. Work, Jr. 
1907. Music: Afro-American spiritual; adapt. and arr. by William Farley Smith, 1986. Used with permission 
under CCLI License #11306163. 

Refrain: Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; go, tell it on the mountain, that Jesus 
Christ is born. 

1. While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night, behold throughout the heavens there 
shone a holy light. (Refrain) 
 

2. The shepherds feared and trembled, when lo! above the earth, rang out the angel chorus that hailed the 
Savior’s birth. (Refrain) 



 
 

3. Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born, and God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas 
morn. (Refrain) 

Prayers of the People 

Giving of our Tithes and Offerings  

Offertory “Sing We Now of Christmas” Arr. by A.L. Page Used with permission under CCLI License #11306163. 

Doxology UMH #94 Used with permission under CCLI License #11306163. 

Praise God from Whom all Blessings flow! 
Praise God all creatures here below! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Sending Forth Hymn “Joy to the World” UMH #246. Words: Isaac Watts, 1719 Music: Arr. from G. F. Handel, 
1741, by Lowell Mason, 1848. Used with permission under CCLI License #11306163. 

1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King; let every heart prepare him room, and 
heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 

2. Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ; while fields and floods, rocks, hills, 
and plains, repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

3. No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; he comes to make his blessings 
flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found. 

4. He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove the glories of his 
righteousness, and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love. 

Benediction  

Postlude “Noel” Arr. by L.C. Daquin. Used with permission under CCLI License #11306163. 


