
 
 

Order of Worship 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 7:00 P.M.  

 
“And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 

 him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because 
 there was no place for them in the inn.”  

- Luke 2:7 
 

Prelude                                                                             J.S. Bach/Arr. F. Lopez 
“While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks” 

 
Choral Introit             “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” 
  
*Call to Worship 
Sing a new song to God, as we join with the songs of old. 
Glory to God on the highest. 
Sing with the heavenly angels, who rejoice with us on this holy night. 
Glory to God on the highest. 
Sing a new song to God, as we join with the songs of old. 

*Processional Hymn                                                                          UMH #234  
“O Come, All Ye Faithful” (verses 1-3, 6) 

1. O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem. Come 
and behold him, born the King of angels; O come, let us adore him, O Come, let us adore him, O 
come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

2. True God of true God, Light from Light Eternal, lo, he shuns not the Virgin's womb; Glory to 
God, Son of the Father, begotten, not created; O come, let us adore him, O Come, let us adore 
him, O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 



3. Sing, choir of angels, sing in exultation; O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! Glory to God, 
all glory in the highest; O come, let us adore him, O Come, let us adore him, O come, let us 
adore him, Christ the Lord. 

6.  Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning, Jesus, to thee be all glory given. Word of 
the Father, now in flesh appearing: O come, let us adore him, O Come, let us adore him, O 
come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 
*Opening Prayer   
     God of love, your love broke the boundary between the divine and the human so that you 
could truly be with us.  Help us tonight to open our hearts to the gift you have given us, the 
gift of yourself.  Help us to see you and to seek you in the ordinariness of our lives.  
Strengthen us with the knowledge that you have been here too.  Help us to stand in 
compassion and solidarity with all those you came to save, with all the world.  Amen.  
  
Lighting of the Advent Wreath  
  
Hymn                                                                                                  #2090 TFWS 

“Light the Advent Candle” (verse 5) 
5. Light the Christmas candles, now; Sing of donkey, sheep and cow, birthday candles for the 
King, let the alleluias ring.  Candle, candle, burning bright, shining in the cold winter night; 
candle, candle, burning bright, fill our hearts with Christmas light.  
   
Anthem                                                                                   Arr. Gordon Young  

“Cradle Hymn” 
 

Prayers of the People 

Hymn                                                                                                       UMH #230    

 “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

1. O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie; above thy deep and dreamless sleep the 
silent stars go by. Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light; the hopes and fears of all 
the years are met in thee tonight. 

2. For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above, while mortals sleep, the angels keep their 
watch of wondering love. O morning stars together, proclaim the holy birth, and praises sing to 
God the King, and peace to all on earth! 

3. How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given; so God imparts to human hearts the 
blessings of his heaven. No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin, where meek souls 
will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 



4. O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in 
us today. We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; O come to us, abide with us, 
our Lord Emmanuel! 

*Gospel Reading                                                                 Luke 2:1-7 (NRSV) 
The Word of God for the people of God 
Thanks be to God  
 
Meditation                                                                       Rev. Matthew Sergent 

“God with Us” 
 

Offertory                                                                                       Arr. A. Borzova 
“We Wish You A Merry Christmas” 

 
Offering                                                                                                    UMH #95   *Doxology    

Words by Roger Lynn 
          Praise God for gifts of hope and peace 
                Praise God for gifts of joy and love 
                Praise God for sending Christ to dwell 
                On earth for us – Emmanuel. Amen. 

*Hymn                                                                                                     UMH #238                                    
                             “Angels We Have Heard on High” 

1. Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o'er the plains, and the mountains in reply 
echoing their joyous strains. Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

2. Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? What the gladsome tidings be 
which inspire your heavenly song? Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

3. Come to Bethlehem and see Christ whose birth the angels sing; come, adore on bended 
knee, Christ the Lord, the newborn King. Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

4. See him in a manger laid, whom the choirs of angels praise; Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, 
while our hearts in love we raise. Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

Service of Holy Communion 
 
Prayer of Confession 
     God of Joy, we come to celebrate again the arrival of Love Incarnate here in our very 
midst.  Your glorious arrival is enough to cause the forests to sing for joy, yet we still find 
reasons to complain and sigh.  Your light of salvation is bright enough to illuminate every 
corner of our lives, yet we still find ourselves shrouded in worry and doubt.  Your gift of love 
is big enough for the whole world, yet we still find ourselves resentful that your love extends 



to those whom we deem to be unworthy.  God, you invite us into the light of the stable 
where the overlooked and forgotten have gathered to celebrate the miracle of your love.  
Give us the strength and courage to join you at the manger.  Amen. 
 
Words of Assurance   
 
The Great Thanksgiving                                                                    UMH p.17 

“Musical Setting A” 
     
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you 
Lift up your hearts 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
The pastor gives thanks appropriate to the occasion, remembering God’s acts of salvation, and 
concludes: And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Sung Response: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 
your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.   
   
   The pastor continues the thanksgiving.  The institution of the Lord’s Supper is recalled.  The 
pastor concludes: And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer 
ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering 
for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
 
Sung response: Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 
  The pastor invokes the present work of the Holy Spirit and then praises the Trinity, concluding: 
All honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.  
 
Sung Response:  Amen, Amen, Amen.   
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  AMEN.     
 
Giving and Receiving of Communion  
   The Lord’s Supper is open to persons of all ages desiring God’s mercy, love and grace in their 



lives.      
 
Singing and Sharing the Light                                                      UMH #239 

“Silent Night, Holy Night” 

1. Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant, 
so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

2. Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight; glories stream from heaven afar, 
heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born! 

3. Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love's pure light; radiant beams from thy holy face with 
the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, the Lord, at thy birth. 

4. Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light; with the angels let us sing, Alleluia to 
our King; Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born! 

Closing Prayer  

*Hymn of Celebration                                                                       UMH #246 
“Joy to the World” 

1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King; let every heart prepare him 
room, and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven, and 
nature sing. 
 
2. Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ; while fields and floods, rocks, 
hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding 
joy. 

3. No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; he comes to make his 
blessings flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found. 

4. He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove the glories of his 
righteousness, and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his 
love. 

*Dismissal with Blessing 
 
*Postlude                                                                                              L.C. Daquin  

“Noel” 
 
*Those who are able are invited to stand. 
 



 


