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When he was 77 years old, Thomas Jefferson complet-
ed a writing project he called, “The Life and Morals of 
Jesus of Nazareth: Extracted Textually from the Gos-
pels in Greek, Latin, French & English.” 

Jefferson believed Jesus provided a tremendous moral 
example through his teaching, but as a Deist, he did 
not consider him to be the Son of God.  Instead, Jef-
ferson believed the supernatural stories of Jesus were 
nothing more than folktales and legends passed down 
through the years.  He believed these miracles served 
as distractions from the heart of the gospel—the 
teaching ministry of Jesus.  Therefore, Jefferson went 
to work editing his Bible by removing with a sharp 
knife all the divine aspects of Jesus ministry.  

Walking on water—gone. 

Feeding the 5,000—gone. 

Healing the blind, the lame, and the deaf—all gone.  

After Jefferson finished removing these supernatural 
stumbling blocks from his bible, he reedited his four 
gospels into a singular narrative of Jesus’ life.  The last 
verse of Jefferson’s Bible reads, “There [the disciples] 
laid Jesus, and they rolled a great stone to the door of 
the tomb, and departed.” 

How tragic. 

The Jefferson Bible doesn’t end with angels telling the 
disciples, “He’s not here, he has been raised.”  In-
stead, it ends with the dashed hopes of Joseph of Ari-
mathea and Nicodemus as they laid their great teacher 
in the grave.  

While Thomas Jefferson’s commitment to Jesus’ teach-
ing and moral example is admirable, his abandon-
ment of Jesus’ divinity strips the gospel of its power.  

After all, a great teacher that is killed for his beliefs 
leaves us with nothing more than a sinking feeling that 
our world can never change.  It teaches us that our 
efforts to work for 
good will always be 
in vain because the 
powers of evil and 
darkness are too 
strong.     

Embracing Jesus’ 
teaching without em-
bracing his resur-
rection leaves us 
with nothing more than a hollow hope for the future.  

But when Mary Magdalene, Joanna, and Mary the 
mother of James traveled to the tomb on Easter morn-
ing, they found more than the memory of their great 
teacher.  They found the stone rolled away and the 
tomb empty.  Two messengers from God said to the 
women, “Why do you look for the living among the 
dead?  He is not here, but has risen.” (Luke 24:5) 

The true power of Jesus’ life and teaching is found in 
his resurrection.  As people of faith, we are able to go 
into the world with hope-filled hearts to confront evil 
because we know evil has already been defeated.  The 
Bible reminds us that no corner of our world is too 
dark where we cannot shine the light of Christ, be-
cause Jesus says he has overcome the darkness.  

The good news of the gospel is not simply that Jesus 
lived.  The good news of the gospel is that Jesus lives 
today—and, because he lives, we also can live as peo-
ple of hope. 

Grace and Peace,  

David 

From Pastor David 

Embracing 
 Jesus’ teaching 

 without embracing 
 his resurrection 

 leaves us 
 with nothing more 

 than a hollow hope 
 for the future. 
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Ukraine Relief Update 
 

“By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if 
you have love for one another.” (John 13:35) 
 

With deep gratitude, we celebrate the over $11,000 our con-
gregation has donated towards the United Methodist Committee 
on Relief’s (UMCOR) missionary efforts in Ukraine. Through 
your generosity, as well as the generosity of countless other 
United Methodist Churches, UMCOR has to date raised over $5 
million dollars for the people of Ukraine. These resources will 
be used to provide food water, medicine, shelter, and transpor-
tation to refugees seeking safety from violence. If you would 
like to continue to contribute to this effort, please mail a check 
to the church office with “Ukraine” written on the memo line.  
 

See more at: 
umcmission.org/april-2022/ukraine_support_update/ 

Starnes Class Helpers Needed 
 

The Starnes Sunday School Class provides an opportunity for 
differently-abled adults to have a meaningful Christian experi-
ence through music, lesson, and group discussion. Each Sunday 
we come together in fellowship and witness God’s Grace, Love 
and Joy in abundance. Please consider the blessing of joining 
the Starnes Class as a teaching assistant or piano player. Helpers 
and pianists rotate and may be needed once every 4-6 weeks. 
  

For questions or to help, please contact Mary June Jones at 919-
368-0344 or maryjune28@gmail.com. 

 
Community Health Events 

 

Thursday, April 28 - One and Done book study of The Wis-
dom of Your Body by Hillary McBride. 6:30-8:30pm. 
 

Wednesday, May 11 - Hillary McBride (author of The Wisdom 
of Your Body) presents at White Memorial Presbyterian about 
trauma and recovering from trauma. This event is open to HB. 
Email Pastor Molly at mwhite@hbumc.org to register. 
 

Ushers Needed for 8:30 and LightHouse 
 

We break our ushers into 6 teams for the 3 worship services 
(8:30, LightHouse-9:00 and 11:00) with an Usher Captain for 
each. Each team serves 2 months out of the year. We need 8:30 
and LightHouse ushers. We want 6-8 members per team so that 
all ushers are not needed each Sunday to allow for travel, 
etc. Ushers help members/visitors find seating, distribute bulle-
tins, welcome visitors, usher rows during communion, pass the 
offering, and straighten/cleanup the chairs/pews after service.  
 

8:30 service needs: 
Team 1 - Jan./July    Team 4 - Apr./Oct.    Team 6 - June/Dec. 

 

LightHouse 9:00 service needs: 
Team 1 - Jan./July    Team 2 - Feb./Aug.    Team 6 - June/Dec. 

    

Please prayerfully consider this opportunity and email Amy Pi-
land at apiland@hbumc.org to volunteer. Please indicate the 
Team and service that would work best with your schedule. 

mailto:maryjune28@gmail.com
mailto:mwhite@hbumc.org
mailto:apiland@hbumc.org
https://umcmission.org/april-2022/ukraine_support_update/
https://umcmission.org/advance-project982450
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Scattered to Serve 2022 
  

Join with friends and family and make a difference serving our community.  
Sign up at hbumc.org/serve 

 

Apr. 22 (Fri):  Notes to Nurses - notes of encouragement for Transitions LifeCare staff and delivery 
 of donations provided by HBUMP preschool families; all ages, 9am-12pm. 

Apr. 23 (Sat):  Wilson Temple Food Pantry installing pre-fab shelving from 9am-12noon; 12 & up. 
  Neighbor2Neighbor/Seeds of Hope landscaping and construction projects from 
  9am-1pm. 
Apr. 23-24 (Sat, Sun):  Hearts and Hands for Haiti Virtual 5K fundraiser walk; all ages. 
Apr. 30 (Sat):  Oak City Cares breakfast and gardening project from 8:30-11:30 am; under 12 
  must be accompanied by an adult. 
  Alliance Medical Ministry garden workday from 9am-12noon; 16 & up. 
  The Great Raleigh Clean-Up greenway/park cleaning day from 9-11am; all ages. 
  Taylor-Burroughs Market P.L.A.C.E. food and supply delivery and shelf stocking from 9am-12pm; 12 & up. 
  Wilson Temple Food Pantry Super Drive grocery distribution and meal serving from 10am-2pm; 12 & up. 
May 1 (Sun):  A Place at the Table deep clean from 2-4:30pm; 16 & up. 
Donations welcome!  Fund landscaping materials, supplies, and food for our partner agencies. Details at hbumc.org/serve 

 

www.hbumc.org/serve
www.hbumc.org/serve
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Register Now for Virtual  
Racial Equity Institute Training 

 

In 2019, HBUMC hosted training at our church that was provided by the Ra-
cial Equity Institute (REI) and attended by about 30 members of the congre-
gation. REI is an organization based in Greensboro that provides training and 
consulting programs across the country “designed to help individuals, organi-
zations, and communities grow their understanding and analysis of structural 
racism and its cultural and historic roots.”  
 

Due to Covid-19 precautions, REI in collaboration with ROAR, is currently providing both Phase I and Groundwater training ses-
sions in a virtual format. Phase I training, which is two full days, offers an in-depth curriculum focusing on “a historical, cultural, 
structural and institutional analysis of racism” and provides an opportunity for open discussion in a racially diverse 
group. Groundwater training is a 3-hour presentation of stories and data that demonstrate how “racism is fundamentally structural 
in nature by examining characteristics of modern day racial inequity.”  
 

Registration for either the Phase I or Groundwater virtual training programs is available at: 
 

www.oaralliance.org/schedule 
 

Upcoming Phase 1 workshop dates are 5/18-19, and 6/23-24, and upcoming Groundwater workshop date is 6/9. Please be ad-
vised there is a fee to participate in the training, but scholarships are available upon request, as indicated on the registration site.  
 

To learn more, you may wish to speak to one of the following REI Phase 1 previous attendees: Tim Price, Janet Gruchacz, John 
Thomas, Audrey Gastmeyer, Carolyn Carruth, or Nancy Nutt. For questions, contact Lee Hoffman at phoffman4@nc.rr.com or 
919-280-4841. 

http://www.oaralliance.org/schedule
mailto:phoffman4@nc.rr.com
www.hbumc.org/signups
www.hbumc.org/signups
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Prayer Bookmarks: 04-03-22 & 04-10-22 
 

Deaths 
Paul Johnson 

Rev. Brian Gentle 
Margaret Lucas 

 

Weddings 
Courtney Spencer Poetzsch & Douglas Dane Baker  

Elizabeth Nenni Hagan & Robert Mark Queen  
 

Health Concerns 
Theresa Stevens 

 

Ongoing Concerns 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Our Church Leaders 
Pastors David, Molly, Matt, and Laura 

D.S. Brady; Bishop Fairley 
 

Our In-Crowd Members 
 

 Those grieving the over 6.17M who have died  
from COVID worldwide 

and the over 985K in the US  
 

Our Leaders at All Levels of the Government 
 

Pray for peace  
and a Russian withdrawal from Ukraine 

Betty Angell 
Andrea Barnard 
Dianne Beattie 
Tom Blalock 

Dorothy Caldwell 
Malcolm Cass 

Mary Lou Goodrich 
Finlay Carter Green 

Sheila Lee-Carr 
Martha Lowrance 

Margaret Wrenn Murphrey 
Jim Riggins 
Gladys Rose 

Rhumell Ross 
Barbara Smith 
Nancy Stamey 
Mark Stamper 
Elvey Thomas 
Georgia Webb 

Sympathy and Love to 
 

 Lisa Coster and family on the death of her father, Paul 
Johnson, on April 2. His service will be held at Hayes Barton 
on May 7. 

 Arden Gentle and family on the death of her husband, Rev. 
Brian Gentle, on April 6. 

 Margie and Ashleigh Lucas and family on the death of their 
daughter, Margaret Lucas, on April 5. Her service was held 
on April 11 at Brown-Wynne Funeral Home. 

 

Weddings 
 

 Courtney Spencer Poetzsch & Douglas Dane Baker were mar-
ried at Park Alumni Center at NCSU on April 2.  

 Elizabeth Nenni Hagan & Robert Mark Queen were married 
at Hayes Barton on April 9. 

 

Eagle Scout 
 

John Wiles, III, has achieved the rank of Eagle Scout with 
Troop 357, Highland UMC. He has come up through the ranks 
since Tiger Cubs. John is the son of “J” and Jo Wiles.  

 

Memorial Gifts Processed by April 7 
 

In Honor of Tom Blalock by Mary Craven & Dennis Poteat. 

In Memory of Lin Jordan by Ann Benson. 

In Memory of Claudia Koutoulakos to the In As Much 
Fund by Margaret Anderson, Sally Bates, James & Ann 
Koutoulakos, Jim & Terri Kovarik, the Seekers Sunday School 
Class, George Varoutsos, Clara Wade and Nan & John Watson. 

In Memory of Mac Newsom: 
- to the Methodist Home for Children by the United 

Methodist Men. 
- to the Seekers’ Benevolent Fund by Ann Benson and Ms. 

Neill McLeod. 
- to the Wee Care Fund by the United Methodist Men. 

High School Senior Scholarships 
 

Scholarship applications are available for high school seniors. 
Please apply by April 22 at: 

www.hbumcyouth.com/scholarships 

Questions? Contact Scholarship Committee Chair, Tim Craw-
ford, at 919-349-2842.  

 
Save the Dates:  

 

Youth Sunday Is April 24; Graduate Sunday Is May 22 

Easter Lilies for Our Worship Spaces: $12 
  

Please clearly print the names of those you wish to honor/
remember and your name(s) exactly as you wish them to 
appear in print. Send this card and a check, made out to 
HBUMC, to arrive by April 13, to:  
  

HBUMC Business Office, 2209 Fairview Rd, Raleigh NC  27608 
  

In Memory of  ________________________________  

 __________________________________________  

In Honor of  _________________________________  

 __________________________________________  

Your Name(s) ________________________________  

 __________________________________________  

Phone  ____________________  Amount Enclosed  ___  

http://www.hbumcyouth.com/scholarships
mailto:prayer@hbumc.org
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Hayes Barton United Methodist Church 
2209 Fairview Road 
Raleigh, NC 27608-2240 
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In Person Worship 
 

8:30/11 am Traditional; 9 am LightHouse 
(11 am service live-streamed) 

 

Nursery care for children from birth to age 4. 
 

Sunday School at 10 am 
 

APRIL 14: Maundy Thursday, 7 pm 
Pastor Matt 

Exodus 12:1-4, (5-10), 11-14  
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

 

APRIL 15: Good Friday, 7 pm 
Pastor Matt 

Isaiah 52:13-53:12 
Psalm 22 

Hebrews 10:16-25 or Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9 
John 18:1-19:42 

 

APRIL 17: Easter Sunday (6:30, 8:30, 9:00 & 11:00) 
Pastor David 

Acts 10:34-43 or Isaiah 65:17-25 
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

1 Corinthians 15:19-26 or Acts 10:34-43 
John 20:1-18 or Luke 24:1-12 

 

APRIL 24: 2nd Sunday of Easter (9:00 & 11:00 only) 
Youth Sunday in Casper Holroyd Hall 

http://www.hbumc.org
http://www.hbumc.org
http://www.hbumc.org
mailto:dgill@hbumc.org
mailto:dgill@hbumc.org
mailto:dgill@hbumc.org
www.hbumc.org/newsletter
www.hbumc.org/live
www.hbumc.org/live



