
             

 
 
 
 
 
May 25, 2021  
 
The Honorable Anthony Rendon    The Honorable Toni Atkins 
Speaker of the Assembly     Senate Pro Tempore  
State Capitol, Room 219     State Capitol, Room 205 
Sacramento, CA 95814     Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
The Honorable Richard Bloom    Senator Bob Wieckowski  
Chair, Assembly Budget Sub #3    Chair, Senate Budget Sub #2 
State Capitol, Room 2003    State Capitol, Room 4085 
Sacramento, CA 95814     Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
 
RE:  CDFA Methane Reduction Program in the “Sustainable Agriculture Package”, May Revise Budget 
Proposal – SUPPORT   
 
Dear Speaker Rendon, Chairman Bloom, Pro Tem Atkins and Chairman Wieckowski:  
 
On behalf of the California dairy farmers and cattle ranchers represented by Western United Dairies 
(WUD), the California Cattlemen’s Association (CCA) as well as the Teamsters Public Affairs Council, we 
write to express our support for key programs contained in the “Sustainable Agriculture Package” 
included in the May Revise budget proposal.  Specifically, we write to support the passage of the CDFA’s 
Methane Reduction Proposal budget item. 
 
California’s dairy farmers and cattle ranchers lead the nation in sustainability, animal welfare and 
technological innovation.  In partnership with CDFA and CARB, dairy farmers are implementing on-farm 
advancements that will reduce the industry’s greenhouse gas emissions by 40% by 2030.  The dairy 
industry is on its way to meeting that goal, and in doing so, will set an environmental sustainability 
benchmark not found anywhere else in the nation.   
 
Background on Livestock’s Leadership on Methane Reduction in California  
In 2016 the Legislature approved and the Governor signed SB 1383 (Lara) which requires the CARB to 
approve and implement a comprehensive strategy to reduce “short-lived climate pollutants” to achieve 
a 40% reduction in methane emissions from 2013 levels.  The legislation requires the CARB to 
coordinate with the livestock industry to evaluate the best available scientific, technological and 
economic information to ensure implementation strategy is effective and technologically feasible.   
 
According to CDFA, the dairy industry has reduced its manure methane emissions by more than half.    
This figure is inclusive of methane reduction projects funded through CDFA to-date as well as projects 
awarded funding set to come online in the near future.  This does not include methane reduction 
projects that are privately funded by dairy farmers without support through CDFA’s methane reduction 
program.   
 



             

 
 
 
 
 
 
Support for the CDFA Methane Reduction Proposal in the “Sustainable Agriculture Package” 
Our organizations are supportive of CDFA’s GF budget request of $60 million one-time funding for its 
Alternative Manure Management Program (AMMP) and Dairy Digester Research and Development 
Program (DDRDP).  CDFA estimates that these funds will result in 210 methane reduction projects being 
funded. These funds will be used to incentivize dairy and livestock operations to develop dairy digester 
to capture methane gas or change their existing liquid phase manure management process to a dry 
phase manure management process. Based on historical metrics, CDFA estimates that this will result in 
estimated GHG reductions of 1.18 million MTCO2e/year. 
 
Public Policy Outcomes 
 

1. Economic Development:  Funding for the AMMP & DDRDP will provide state support for 
methane reduction projects that will provide meaningful economic stimulus that will help dairy 
producers recover from the economic impacts of the global pandemic that destabilized dairy 
markets around the globe. 

 
2. Environmental Sustainability/Climate Change:  Funding for the AMMP & DDRDP will provide 

meaningful support to help the livestock sector meet the world’s strongest environmental goals 
and accelerate the dairy industry’s ability to reduce short-lived climate pollutants and meet or 
exceed the goal of reducing methane emissions by 40% by 2030.    

 
3. Support for Disadvantaged Communities:  Funding for AMMP & DDRDP projects will improve 

groundwater quality – particularly in disadvantaged communities – because these technologies 
allow dairy farmers to manage nitrates to prevent interaction with groundwater.    
 

The dairy industry operates in a price-controlled market, whereby the Federal Milk Marketing Order sets 
the price for all dairy products – from fluid milk to cheese – and California’s producers must be 
competitive in a national and global marketplace.  The economic impact of the spread of the COVID-19 
virus has literally halted many of our markets or severely scaled them back – most prominently the 
restaurant/commercial markets as well as the school lunch programs.  These reductions in overall 
demand have led to a milk price drop that has had a devastating impact on dairy families throughout the 
state.   
 
In California today, dairies simply cannot afford to comply with the state’s short-lived climate pollutants 
reduction strategy without assistance from CDFA’s methane reduction program to ensure technologies 
are available to dairy farmers to help the state achieve its greenhouse gas reduction goals.  We 
respectfully request support of CDFA’s $60 million GF budget request for methane reduction in the 
“Sustainable Agriculture Package” contained in the May Revise budget proposal.   
 
 
 
 



             

 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Anja Raudabaugh   Billy Gatlin    Shane Gusman 
Chief Executive Officer   Executive Vice President   Legislative Advocate 
Western United Dairies  California Cattlemen’s Association Teamsters Public Affairs Council  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


