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                               INDIANA UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

Let’s Celebrate National Black 

History Month! 
 

February was National Black History 

month. President Biden, in issuing a 

proclamation concerning this designation 

said, this month “serves as both a 

celebration and a powerful reminder 

that Black history is American history. 

Black culture is American culture and 

Black stories are essential to the 

ongoing story of America.”  As more 

and more movies and books are 

available describing our countries 

shameful history of racism, many of 

us are learning a history that was 

never available to us in school. 

However, United Methodist Women 

have been on the frontline of racial 

justice from far back in our history. In 

1880 our foremothers organized the 

Woman’s Home Missionary Society 

to help free black people in the 

South.  In 1926 a joint venture of the 

Woman’s Home Missionary Society 

and the Board of Education of the 

Methodist Episcopal Church resulted 

in the reorganization of Bennett 

College into a four-year liberal arts 

college for women in Greensboro, 

N.C., serving young African-American 

women. In 1952 the Woman’s 

Division adopted the Charter of 

Racial Policies.  One major focus was 

opposing legal segregation. 

There is so much to learn about the 

racial history of our country and our 

part in it.  Often that learning comes 

through personal stories.  I would like 

to share the story of a beloved friend. 

His name was Maurice Young.  I met 

Maurice several years ago when I 

accompanied a friend to the 

Indianapolis Public Library where we 

delivered sack lunches prepared by 

our UMW unit at St. Luke’s UMC in 

Indianapolis.  These lunches were 

given to the homeless people who 

spent time in the library especially 

during inclement weather. Maurice 

greeted me warmly with many thanks 

for the lunches.  We sat and talked 

for over an hour.  In hearing his story, 

I felt that I was in the presence of true 

humility.  You see, Maurice was a 

man who had chosen to live with the 

homeless as their advocate.  He 

didn’t go home at night to a warm 

house. He lived among them sleeping 
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I hope you have had an organizational meeting 

of your committee and know which offices need 

to be filled. Some officers you may want to  ask 

to serve another two year term, others may have 

completed their tenure in that office but could be 

asked to serve in another office.  

This is the time to set a Calendar of when to 

have a slate for your Fall Annual meeting.                

                                                               

The slate needs to be approved by your 

executive and then made available to your 

district members! That date seems to come 

quickly as it is in the summertime! 

I pray you will fill your officer slate for 2023!  
 

JEANIE ESTEP 
CHAIR, COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS 
jparkestep@gmail.com | 260-463-1197 

Committee on Nominations 

on the ground or in a sleeping bag or on top of a 

grate.  Sometimes he slept in his car.  But in 

living among them, he strived to better their lives 

by helping them sign up for health insurance.  

He created job boards to help them find 

employment and found ways to feed them. At 

times he was at odds with the city especially 

when he stood against the illegal eviction of 

residents of a homeless camp. As the eviction 

was taking place, Maurice held a sign that read, 

“Worship a homeless man on Sunday and evict 

one on Monday?”  Maurice was arrested for this 

protest. 

An article in the February 10, 2022, issue of the 

Indianapolis Star, describes “the Maurice Young 

the world came to know – dreads, unkempt 

beard, modest clothing. . .” Yes, he was not 

concerned about his appearance but he was 

concerned about helping people.  And to do that 

he felt he needed to experience life as they 

experienced it.  When asked how long he would 

continue the work, he replied “I’ll do this until my 

job is done.” 

Maurice died last week at the age of 53, a true 

hero in the annals of Black Americans.  He 

won’t be written about in history books but for 

those of us who knew and loved him, he will 

continue to bless our lives with his story and his 

example of caring for “the least of these.” 

Mauice’s epitaph could be a quote he loved 

from humorist Mark Twain, “The two most 

important days of your life are the day you were 

born and the day you know why.” 

If you attended the Conference UMW Annual 

Celebration at St. Luke’s UMC in Indianapolis in 

2019, you had the privilege of hearing Maurice 

speak on homelessness. 

For more information about Maurice Young, see 

The Indianapolis Star, Thursday, February 10, 

2022, section A, p.1 & 3. 

“The Advocate,” a 12-minute short focusing on 

his decision to become homeless; and “Under 

the Bridge:  the Criminalization of 

Homelessness”, a feature-length film 2015 Ted 

Talk 

KATHIE CLEMENZ | CONF. PRESIDENT 

kkclemenz@sbcglobal.net | 317-991-5671 
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By awesome deeds you answer us with deliverance, O God of our salvation; you are the hope of all 

the ends of the earth and of the farthest seas.  ~Psalm 65:5 

One of my most favorite hymns is: 
 

My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus' blood and righteousness.   

I dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Jesus' name. 

On Christ the solid rock I stand, all other ground is sinking sand; all other ground is sinking sand. 
 

It is so amazing what happens when we truly place our hope in God. The      last couple of years have 

been marked by many difficulties, but God has remained faithful. God has continued to provide for 

the Lucille Raines Residence in wondrous ways. The residents continue to move forward as they 

work to recover from addiction. 

The board has established a committee to work on celebrating the 45 th Anniversary of Raines. As 

a pioneer in the field of addiction recovery ministry, Raines has assisted many people in their 

recovery journeys. It is always a joyful thing when we can contribute to the healing of others. 

Watch for the announcements about the celebration. 

When the Hebrews were fleeing from Pharaoh and were caught between his army and the Dead 

Sea, it seemed there was no hope. But with God there is always hope. Those Hebrews 

experienced a miracle when the sea was parted, they crossed to the other side on dry ground, and 

Pharaoh’s army was destroyed. God stills works in miraculous ways today and the Lucille Raines 

Residence is evidence of God’s power and grace. There is no doubt God will continue to make a 

way for the ministry of Raines to continue. 

Many of God’s miracles happen because God’s people follow God’s lead and  do what is needed 

to make miracles happen. United Methodist Women are among those people. 

You will soon begin receiving information about a necessary project that will           provide accessibility 

and replace the old failing elevator at the residence. As God has provided before, God will again see 

us through this necessary project because our hope is in God. On Christ the solid rock we stand! 

The Lucille Raines Residence Board of Directors invites all United Methodist Women to join us and 

see the power of God at work as we celebrate 45 years of ministry and embark on a new project to 

keep LRR in the work of addiction recovery. 

With hope in Christ, 

REV. PAULA YOUNG MAYBERRY 

PRESIDENT Lucille Raines Residence Executive Board 

pmaybe7042@aol.com | 765-386-5515 
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From the Vice President 

Faith Talks are monthly conversations with United Methodist Women hosted by 

Jennifer R Farmer, Spotlight PR. Each conversation explores themes and resources 

that empower us to put faith, hope and love into action.  

Register on the UMW website for new Faith Talks or listen to Talks from the past. 

United Methodist Women - United Methodist Women are Members and Leaders  

The changing of the calendar has ushered in a 

new year and some new leadership, welcome 

ladies to 2022! I am Sherrae Davis, your 

incoming Vice President of the Indiana 

Conference of the United Methodist Women.  

Like you, 2022 has welcomed me with all of its 

promise, and for sure, some challenges, but also 

the opportunity to uniquely answer God’s call to 

be in relationship with Him and with you.  

And, for the first time in many months for most of 

us, it offers the promise of beginning to venture 

out and fellowship in person, and to enjoy the 

relationship building we have these many 

months longed for. 

I started my term by attending an online 

leadership training where I was reminded of how 

I came to be a United Methodist Women.  I 

listened as many of the women in the virtual 

training (remember, I did say we are just 

beginning to venture out), recounted their stories 

of how they came to be United Methodist 

Women. For a number of them it was a legacy 

passed down from mother to daughter, but for 

others, as in my own case, it came as an 

invitation from a women whose approach 

uniquely answered God’s call.  

I remember so vividly that my journey with 

United Methodist Women started with a senior 

women in our church, Mrs. Barbara Hill, taking 

me by the hand and simply saying, “Mrs. Davis, I 

want you to come with me”.  And as I listened to 

those on the call sharing their stories, I realized 

that many of us had had this very same 

experience. Mrs. Hill had been both prolific and 

effective.  

This year, as in the past, we have wonderful 

programming planned; opportunities for 

development, mission outreach, advocacy, and 

spiritual growth, and as we venture back out into 

the world (with all the proper precautions and 

guidance), opportunities for fellowship and 

relationship building. I invite you to be involved 

whether virtually or in person through our many 

offerings; retreats, trainings, action alerts, 

podcasts, unit and circle meetings, etc. 

And as you make plans to participate consider 

an invitation to someone else. We may not be 

able to take each other by the hand quite yet 

when extending that invitation but find a way that 

is uniquely you in answering God’s call to be in 

relationship with Him and one another, and 

offering what has been for me, those ladies I 

listened to in our virtual training, and I am sure 

all of you the gift of sisterhood through United 

Methodist Women.   

Blessings, and Happy New Year 

SHERRAE DAVIS | VICE PRESIDET 

sherrae.davis@gotown.net | 317-710-2413 
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From the Secretary 

A Daily Devotional That Spoke to Me Today 

Another huge THANK YOU to Barb McCoy for 
her work on the UMW directory for 2022.  It is 
appreciated by everyone.  UMW is all about 
connections and this is a valuable tool to keep 
those connections. 

I found this devotional on my bookshelf.  Unto the 
Hills, A Daily Devotional by Billy Graham.  After 
reading it, I thought of a couple of things that 
happened in both Sunday School and worship 
service the last couple of Sundays.  First, there is 
a member of my Sunday School class who 
memorized a lot of scripture through the years 
and still remembers it.  It always amazes me.  It is 
a real comfort to her in both good times and bad.  
I remember doing some memorization when I 
was a kid but not a lot of it has stuck with me 
these many years later.  Second, my pastor used 
what I call an “Old Bible School” song in service.  
I knew all the words as soon as he began to sing 
it and he sang the entire song, “The Wise Man 
Built His House…”  I hope you begin to hear the 
words and tune in your head right now.  He has 
done this before and I love it.  It brings back very 
good memories of when I attended Bible School 
at the United Brethren church in Jerry City, Ohio.  
I find a lot of comfort in those songs.  It makes me 
tear up some writing this right now.  I hope you 
find this devotional meaningful to you. 

Spiritual Food 

Desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may 
grow thereby.  1 Peter 2:2. 

Our spiritual lives need food.  What kind of food?  
Spiritual food.  Where do we find this spiritual 
food?  In the Bible, the Word of God.  The Bible 
reveals Christ, the Bread of Life, for our hungry 
souls, and the Water of Life for our thirsty hearts.  
If we fail to partake of the daily spiritual 
nourishment, we will starve and lose our spiritual 
vitality. 

Some parts of our world do not enjoy the freedom 
we have to read the Bible and study it together 

with fellow Christians.  In most of the world, in 
fact, there’s a veritable famine for the Word of 
God!  I recall the story of a musician in a country 
that suppressed any witness to the Gospel.  He 
was converted and strengthened spiritually 
through the reading of individual pages of the 
Scripture torn from a Bible and slipped to him by 
an unknown friend.  There are other stories of 
prisoners who survived twenty to thirty years of 
hard labor---and sometimes terrible torture—and 
came out with their minds intact, totally lacking in 
bitterness toward their captors. 

We should not be content to skim through a 
chapter merely to satisfy our conscience.  Rather, 
we should hide the Word of God in our hearts.  A 
little portion well digested is of greater spiritual 
value than a lengthy portion scanned hurriedly. 

A good place to start is the Gospel of John.  As 
you read, the Holy Spirit will enlighten passages 
for you.  He will illuminate the difficult words and 
make obscure meanings clear.  Even though you 
cannot remember all you have read, or 
understand it all, go on reading.  The very 
practice of reading in itself will have a purifying 
effect upon your mind and heart.  Let nothing take 
the place of this daily exercise.  

Scripture memorized can come to mind when you 
do not have your Bible with you—on sleepless 
nights, when driving a car, traveling, when having 
to make an instantaneous important decision.  It 
comforts, guides, corrects, encourages—all we 
need is there.  Memorize as much as you can. 

Our Father and our God, let me digest small bits 
of Your truth so they can nourish and strengthen 
me.  I will savor them like rich dessert.  I will drink 
them in like cold water on a hot day.  I will grow 
spiritually fit on them so I can nourish others with 
Your word through Christ, my Lord.  In His name I 
pray.  Amen. 
 

TRISHA STANEART | SECRETARY 
tstaneart@frontier.com | 317-867-2277 (home)  

317-430-4490 (cell, preferred) 
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Our conference met 71.61% of the 2021 Pledge 

to Mission.  Our 2021 pledge was unchanged 

from 2020 or $310,000 and we provided 

$221,997.97.  Thank you all for your part in 

contributing to United Methodist Women mission 

giving, conference missions, designated gifts 

and other giving.   

As you may have heard, 2022 will be a year of 

change and excitement for United Methodist 

Women.  When it comes to giving, there will be 

additional ways to contribute that will be 

discussed in more detail in the coming months.  

One of the ways is with utilizing online giving 

with Vanco Faith.  We used this platform to 

receive the offering during the Annual 

Celebration meeting last year.  Another new way 

to contribute will be with Targeted Giving.   

According to National, Targeted Giving “is the 

opportunity for people to give to selected areas 

of the organization’s mission work.”  During the 

latest Conference Treasurer meeting, Targeted 

Giving was discussed and it was announced that 

the two areas of focus would be Social Action/

Justice Work and Spiritual Growth and Nurture.   

These new focus areas are in addition the 

Mission Giving we continue to receive in the 

form of the Pledge, Special Mission Recognition, 

Gift to Mission, Gift in Memory and World Thank 

Offering.  Continue to uplift Mission Giving 

during your unit meetings and Pledge Services.  

Resources for the Pledge Service and Mission 

Giving can be found here  https://

www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/program-

resource-healing-joy  and here https://

www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/mission-giving 

JACKI MOORE | TREASURER 

jacqueh6@yahoo.com | 317-413-3927 

District 
Mission  
Giving 

Other Giving 
Lucille 
Raines 

Lucille 
Raines    
Special 

Mission u 
Youth & 

Young Adult 
Scholarships 

Central $43,498 $1,913 $15,636 $1,935 $2,317 $1,212 

East $26,212 $151 $5,721 $6,261 $814 $401 

North $55,577 $981 $10,402 $1,686 $1,724 $902 

North     
Central 

$19,592 $1,763 $7,777 $3,328 $1,381 $701 

Northeast $32,933 $1,890 $10,537 $2,593 $1,606 $693 

Northwest $18,396 $1,189 $7,549 $400 $969 $664 

South $10,585 $1,005 $1,971 $675 $283 $161 

Southeast $24,891 $854 $4,654 $1,370 $802 $409 

Southwest $15,893 $2,209 $6,942 $375 $698 $367 

West $13,956 $1,427 $3,530 $808 $490 $234 

2021 Giving Results by District 

https://www.inumc.org/engage/adults/united-methodist-women/
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/program-resource-healing-joy
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/program-resource-healing-joy
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/program-resource-healing-joy
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/mission-giving
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/mission-giving
mailto:jacqueh6@yahoo.com
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Greetings ladies! 

My name is Lori St Pierre and I am the new 

Membership, Nurture and Outreach coordinator!  

Last summer, when I was asked to consider and 

pray about this position, my first thought was "I 

love United Methodist  Women" getting to know 

the ladies and sharing with each other in our 

common purpose of mission and faith.  I have so 

enjoyed getting to know a lot of the ladies of the 

North district as their Treasurer for the past five 

years.  So, I said "YES"! 

Besides, this is such an exciting time to be part 

of UMW as the "New Wineskins" campaign will 

be rolled out in the coming months. The name 

"New Wineskins" relates to the verses in Mark 

2:21-22 when Jesus told the servers  at the 

wedding not to pour new wine into old 

wineskins, if they had poured new wine into old 

wineskins, the wineskins would of burst! The 

wine and the wineskins would be ruined!  No 

they were told to pour new wine into new 

wineskins. 

UMW will be rebranded and new resources and 

tools will be available to energize and nurture 

current members and attract new members.  

Surveying over 24,000 women, the National 

office concluded that ladies want new ways to 

gather, new ways to give, and new ways to 

influence and impact the world!  I will share new 

information and training opportunities with you 

as it is rolled out from the National office. 

Lastly, In case you were wondering--the unit 

survey forms for 2021 will be available in April, 

2022. 

I look forward to learning and growing together 

as we all embark on the "New Wineskins" 

campaign.  Information will be shared often as 

timely as I receive it, but if you have any 

questions, please be sure and contact me.  I'd 

love to talk with you! 

LORI ST PIERRE | MEMBERSHIP, NURTURE 

& OUTREACH 

lastpierre56@gmail.com | 219-728-9816 

Membership Nurture and Outreach  

Assembly 2022  
Assembly 2022 is right around the corner and 

we are ready to Turn It Up!  Assembly 2022 

takes place May 20-22, 2022, in Orlando, FL 

and also virtually.  If you are interested in 

attending and have not registered there is still 

time.  Registration deadline is April 11.  In-

Person registration (proof of vaccination is 

required) is $365 and Virtual registration is 

$235.  As of 2/15/2022, 55 women have signed 

up to attend Assembly. For more information 

about the event, please visit Join Us For 

Assembly 2022 | Turn It Up! .   

 

 

For women who are attending in-person, a 

request has been made to bring seeds in 

conjunction with the Ubuntu Day of Service.  

Seeds requested are Amaranth, Collards, Kale, 

Malabar spinach. 

If you have questions about 

Assembly 2022, you can 

reach out to me at 

jacqueh6@yahoo.com. 

Jacki Moore 
Assembly Liaison 

https://www.inumc.org/engage/adults/united-methodist-women/
https://assembly2022.org/
https://assembly2022.org/
mailto:jacqueh6@yahoo.com
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Language Coordinator Thoughts 
The United Methodist Women provide us with many resources that are used to inform, educate 

and empower us to put faith, hope, and love into action. 

The response magazine includes articles in both Spanish and Korean.  The January/February 

2022 response magazine's Spanish article Una Acción Firme Hoy by Harriet Jane Olson calls 

United Methodist Women to firm action today.  She concludes with saying that it is time to look 

ahead and see what opportunities God is providing.   

Are we open to these new opportunities? In January of 2020 I did not imagine that we would be 

routinely wearing masks, social distancing and becoming “experts” at Zoom! 

I thought zoom was what cars did around the Speedway come May.  This May Assembly 2022 will 

be a time to prepare for the challenges ahead You can participate in person or Zoom! 

If you know of  a local UMW unit whose primary language is Spanish you may give them my email 

or let me know how I may make contact. 

Si conoce una unidad local de UMW cuyo idioma principal es el español, puede enviarles mi 

correo electrónico y hacerme saber cómo puedo ponerme en contacto.    

KATHY LENTZ | LANGUAGE COORDINATOR 

kathylentz@gmail | 317-652-0487 

"Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus whom he had 

raised from the dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of 

those at the table with him. Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed 

Jesus' feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 

But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, 'Why was 

this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?' (He said this 

not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and 

used to steal what was in it.) Jesus said, 'Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it 

for the day of my burial. You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.'" 

- John 12:1-8  

Lent is a time to reflect on all God in Christ has done for us, a time for being grateful. In this 

passage we can see gratitude shown in several ways, and we also see its effects. We do not 

always have Lent. We are not always offered this time apart to experience anew what God in 

Christ has given us. Rejoice in Lent. Be humbled, reflect, renew, for the work ahead, and just — 

be grateful. Amen. 

~Patricia Parent is a Native storyteller, musician, writer and lifelong student of the Bible.  

Read her entire reflection, The Path of Gratitude, on the IN UMW Webpage 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/lenten-reflection-the-path-of-gratitude  

https://www.inumc.org/engage/adults/united-methodist-women/
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Spiritual Growth  
Exciting Times! 

Now is an exciting time to be a United Methodist Woman! We are in God's ministry together, and 

just as He guided and lead this organization since it's inception, we know He will continue to do the 

same into the future. People change, things change, and even our beloved United Methodist 

Women is changing with the roll out of the “New Wineskins” campaign. But one thing we know for 

certain, God's compassion for women, children and youth remains the same! We need to always be 

looking for the new and exciting ways God is working. 
 

     “See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am 

        making a way in the desert and streams in the wasteland.”--Isaiah 43:19 
 

Hello, Sisters. I am Cheryl Wilson, your new conference Spiritual Growth Coordinator. I  live in East 

district and attend Losantville UMC where I am the local UMW president. Serving at the district level 

as Social Action, Vice President, then president four years was certainly a time of blessing and 

growth for me. UMW is a very important part of my life. I love the sisterhood, the challenge of new 

ideas, and especially the opportunity to share in Christ's ministry in the here and now. 

Cheryl Wilson| SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

cheryl47354@yahoo.com | 765-465-0083 

New Wineskins for Growth 
Members soon will have the opportunity to experience exciting innovations to popular United 

Methodist Women programs like Mission u and Leadership Development Days as well as use 

templates for new programs like Soul Care Retreats. Each will enrich the experience of current 

members and create welcoming spaces for new women seeking to grow spiritually and act on their 

faith to improve life for women, children and youth here in the United States and around the world. 

What’s coming? 

Some of the offerings you can look forward to are more tools and templates to support local 

members in retaining existing members and attracting new members; greater options for 

membership engagement, including a new national membership option; more programming 

opportunities to expand our horizons and welcome new members; a refreshment to our brand, 

logo, messages and visuals to reflect the relevancy and vibrancy of our organization; and new 

website with more member-focused content and valuable resources. 

It’s an exhilarating time for our organization, as we commit to even greater inclusivity, action and 

impact. We remain women of passion and power, united by God’s love in our mission to help 

women, children and youth. 

~Yvette Moore, Director of Public Relations and Marketing for United Methodist Women 

Read her full article in response: Sept./Oct. 2021 

https://www.inumc.org/engage/adults/united-methodist-women/
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Social Action ~ Opportunities to Connect 

Page 10 

Greetings to my UMW Sisters!  

Romans 12:4-6  

For as we have many members in one body, 

and all members have not the same office: so 

we, being many, are one body in Christ, and 

every one members one of another. Having then 

gifts differing according to the grace that is given 

to us... 

How joyous and thankful I am to be part of a 

group of women who are united through our 

service to God's children! We have different 

talents and gifts in order to provide different 

social actions in different ways: 

 praying        

 contacting legislators      

 being an organ donor or giving blood 

 raising money for Lucille Raines      

 mentoring at the prisons 

 tutoring children           

 working at soup kitchens and food pantries 

 And the list continues... 

Thank you for your many hours of service! 

I am the UMW representative to the United 

Methodist Church's Indiana 

Conference's Commission On Status and Role 

of Women- COSROW. 

COSROW will be spotlighting on their Facebook 

page spotlights about women. If you would like 

to praise a woman pastor or staff member, lay 

leader, committee member, or UMW member, 

please send an email to me at 

csa5305@gmail.com. 

COSROW would like to know if your church 

needs any resources about sexual ethics? 

Attached is a flier that should be posted in every 

Methodist church. 

The Indiana Methodist Church Conference 

wants everyone to feel comfortable when 

anyone is with a committee or staff member of 

the church. 
 

CAROL TILLER-LUCHTMAN | SOCIAL ACTION 
csa5305@gmail.com | 317-313-9376 

Sign up for Social Action Alerts 
United Methodist Women sends occasional e-mail alerts to take action on our four 

campaigns. Sign up now! 

Your contact information will never  be published or shared with another organization. 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/actionalerts  

Prayer  
 

in action  
is love,  
Love  

in action  
 

is service.  
 

~Mother Teresa 

https://www.inumc.org/engage/adults/united-methodist-women/
mailto:csa5305@gmail.com
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Welcome to a new year of sharing the UMW story of Missions through Education and Interpretation. 

Be sure to turn in the Mission Today Reports so your unit will be recognized at the Spring District 

meetings and then listed in the Annual Celebration Program/Fall Newsletter. 

The 2022 Mission Today form is included in this newsletter.  There are some new items listed.  Use 

this form in program planning for your units and circles. 

Call to Prayer and Self-Denial information has been mailed from National UMW.  Additional supplies 

can be ordered online.  There is also a program in the 2022 Program Book. The theme is “Love, 

Justice and Service:  Answering the Call.” The 2022 designated offering goes to support the ministry 

of deaconesses and home missioners who are consecrated laity who have dedicated their lives to 

vocations of love, justice and service.   

Check out Mission Giving on unitedmethodistwomen.org to learn and share about different National 

Mission Institutions we support, International Mission Partners, Regional Missionaries, and “Voices 

from the Field” webinars. The new Prayer Guide has a lot of information. 

The next “Voices from the Field” will be March 8. You can register on the UMW website. This 

program goes along with the theme for Call to Prayer and Self Denial. 

Love, Justice, Service: Deaconess and Home Missioner Ministry - March 8, 7:30 pm ET.   

On this International Women's Day, hear how three deaconesses –Melba McCallum, 

Susan Silhan, and Leah Wandera – are living out their lifetime calls to love, justice and 

service, working in diverse ministry contexts.   

Please register in advance for this virtual meeting. 

Continue reading the response Magazine to learn about projects and programs where our pledge 

money goes. Some highlights to share: 

 Page 17 - Pledge to Mission information 

 Page 20 - Wesley Community and Health Centers in Phoenix – symbol at end   

         of article means this mission is supported by our mission dollars 

 Page 44 - Call to Prayer and Self-Denial 

Remember to give the Conference asking ($12) for each member for Lucille Raines Residence.  

Also send additional funds to help support this important mission that is owned by the Indiana United 

Methodist Women.  Each member is also asked to send $1 for the Youth and Young Adult 

Scholarship Fund (form included in this newsletter) and $2 for Mission u support.  Give to your local 

treasurer who will send it to the District Treasurer. 

Sign up to attend Assembly for United Methodist Women virtually if you can not attend in person.     

It is a great learning experience.   The 2022 Assembly will be May 20-22 in Orlando, FL. 

MARTHA MILHOUSE   

EDUCATION & INTERPRETATION COORDINATOR 

mdmilhouse@gmail.com | 812-372-2062 

What’s New With E & I 

Page 12 

https://www.inumc.org/engage/adults/united-methodist-women/
mailto:mdmilhouse@gmail.com
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If You Can Read...Do You? 

Page 13 

A favorite classroom poster I used to have 

said, “People who can read….SHOULD!”  By 

Garfield the Cat.   

If you can read, do you?  Do you read to 

others?  Perhaps you would prefer to listen 

instead. Any of these are an option for United 

Methodist Women using the resources provided 

on our website as well as the podcasts, and 

books in the Reading Program. 

Our United Methodist Women history revolves 

around mission that includes prayer, study, 

thinking, and action. The UMW Program 

Resource 2021-2022, the Daily Prayer Guide 

2022, The Faith Talks, and the The Reading 

Program are all resources we have available to 

help us do just that.  The purpose of the 

program is to encourage United Methodist 

Women members to: 

☼ Expand understanding of and participation 

in GOD’s MISSION. 

☼ Increase sensitivity to ALL human beings—

their needs, interests and concerns. 

☼ Encourage CRITICAL THINKING about 

issues facing humanity today. 

☼ Grow in UNDERSTANDING of scripture as it 

relates to Christian faith in contemporary 

life. 

☼ Enhance self-knowledge and ACT from that 

knowledge. 

☼ Strengthen INVOLVEMENT in local and 

global Christian mission. 

Now is the time for the districts to recognize 

and congratulate their local unit readers for 

completing a 2021 Reading Program Plan.  

Even though you have two years to complete 

the 2021-2022 program, many districts wanted 

to recognize those completing it in 2021 and         

                                                             

that is fine.  You can do it however you want to!  

So local units, please send your list of readers 

from 2021 to your District Program Resources 

Coordinator (PRC is the new name for this 

leadership position), if you have not yet done 

so.  Just send a list with reader name, church 

and which plan was completed.  

We encourage you to continue reading in the 

coming year and share with others to spread all 

the information and programs!  The 2021-2022 

Reading Program information is all explained 

on the UMW website  as well as in the 

November/December response magazine.  

Book selections can be from the 2015 to 2021-

2022 reading lists and many are available for 

Kindle and/or audible. 

The Faith Talks podcasts are plentiful and 

interesting and approximately one hour long.  

Listening to two of these counts as one Spiritual 

Growth book.  Listening to three podcasts is 

equal to a Bonus Book in the Spiritual Growth 

category, and Bonus Books are equal to two 

books in that category. 

You can also get additional digital resources to 

go along with your monthly programs in the 

UMW Program Resource 2021-2022. Check 

the website for so much more. 

Two more of my favorites:     

 “The more that you read, the more things 

you will know.  

The more that you learn, the more places 

you’ll go.” – Dr. Seuss 
 

“Think before you speak. Read before you 

think.” – Fran Lebowitz 

In His name, 
 

DENISE GELLER | PROGRAM RESOURCES 

denisesg49@gmail.com | 260-625-4786 

https://www.inumc.org/engage/adults/united-methodist-women/
mailto:denisesg49@gmail.com
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Day of Giving 2022 is Scheduled for March 23rd.  
 

Please print and share the flyer on page 14 of this newsletter. 

Please see link to the live event and invite your friends and family.  

https://fb.me/e/Tp00GXU9 

Assembly Legacy Banquet - use this link below to register: 

unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacybanquet     

I am happy to share that the 2021 end of year total is $39,180,955.  Please note this total reflects 

changes due to the current market conditions.  Thank you to everyone, every local organization, 

and district for helping to achieve this milestone. 

I am available to share information regarding the Legacy Fund Campaign at your local or district 

meeting.  I can be contacted at gaitrgantm@aol.com or 317-549-3574. 

For easy secure online giving, control/click: 

 

Thank you!  

RITA GAITHER-GANT | LEGACY COORDINATOR 

The theme of this year’s Mission u is “Who Can We Be 

Together? Building Communities of Hope and Joy.” It has been 

a long time since some of us have been able to be together. 

That gives us even more reason to want to get together this 

summer at Mission u 2022. This event will be held over three 

days on one weekend instead of being spread out over a month 

like last year. I hope you will put these dates on your calendar—

Friday thru Sunday, July 15-17, and will plan to join us. The 

only book you will be required to read this year is the Bible, 

specifically Luke chapter 13. More information and the 

registration form will be coming out soon. Stay tuned! 

 

ANN CASHNER | DEAN OF MISSION U                              

dovesnestphotos@icloud.com | 765-994-1979 

  

UMW’S Mission U 2022 Coming Soon! 

United Methodist Women - Legacy Fund Fund Endowment Campaign   
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https://www.inumc.org/engage/adults/united-methodist-women/
https://fb.me/e/Tp00GXU9
http://umw.convio.net/site/Calendar?id=102083&view=Detail
mailto:gaitrgantm@aol.com
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/150/home?form=legacyfund


UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

Embracing the Future 
Day of Giving, March 23, 2022 

 

 

 

Embrace the future for 
women, children, and 
youth by giving to 
The Legacy Endowment 
Fund on Day of Giving, 
March 23. 

unitedmethodistwomen.org/150 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WAYS 

TO GIVE 

• Online at: 

unitedmethodistwomen.org/150 

• By phone: 800-278-7771 

(8 a.m. to 5 p.m. EST, Mon.–Fri.) 

• Text: 41444 and enter Legacy150 
in the message area 

• By check to: 

United Methodist Women 
Attn: Legacy 
475 Riverside Drive, 15th Floor 
New York, NY 10115 

Write “Day of Giving” in the 
memo section. 

 

Together, we are building our legacy! 
unitedmethodistwomen.org/150 

 

 
 

THE LEGACY ENDOWMENT FUND 

 

The Legacy Endowment Fund is a permanent endowment 

to support the work of future generations of United Methodist Women. 
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Join us for the Live 
Facebook Event on 
March 23 to find out 
how your gifts are 
being put to use. 



Indiana Conference United Methodist Women 

Conference Officers for 2022 

 

President 

** Kathie Clemenz (22-23) 

6523 Cane Ridge Court 
Indianapolis 46268-4022 
317-991-5671 
kkclemenz@sbcglobal.net 

Education and Interpretation 

Martha Milhouse (21-22) 
1070 W Jefferson Street 
Franklin 46131-2179 
812-372-2062 
mdmilhouse@gmail.com 

 

Vice President 

* Sherrae Davis (22-23) 
809 Stockbridge 
Westfield 46074-8870 
317-710-4130 

sherrae.davis@gotown.net 

Membership Nurture and Outreach 

* Lori St Pierre (21-22) 

760 Lana Oaks Dr 
Chesterton 46304-3269 
219-728-9816 

lastpierre56@gmail.com 
 

Secretary 

** Trisha Staneart (22-23) 
2802 Cross Creek Circle 
Westfield 46074-9728 
317-867-2277 
tstaneart@frontier.com 

 
Treasurer 
Jackie Moore (19-22) 
5134 Pike Creek Lane 
Indianapolis 46254-5784 

317-413-3927 
jackqueh6@yahoo.com 

Secretary of Program Resources 
Denise Geller (19-22) 

9034 Butt Road 
Fort Wayne 46818-9433 
260-625-4786 

denisesg49@gmail.com 

 
Communication Coordinator 

** Bonnie Elam (22-23) 
6919 Forest Glen Court 
Fort Wayne 46815-7968 
260-341-1687 
blelam21@gmail.com 

 

Spiritual Growth 
* Cheryl Wilson (22-23) 

8463 S 1000 W 
Losantville 47354-9436 
765-465-0083 
cheryl47354@yahoo.com 

Chairperson,Committee on Nominations 

Jeanie Estep (Class of 2023) NE 
1827 S 445 E 
LaGrange 46761-9794 

260-463-1197 
jparkestep@gmail.com 

 

Social Action 
** Carol Tiller-Luchtman (22-23) 

5305 Alameda Road 
Indianapolis 46228-2402 
317-313-9376 

csa5305@gmail.com 

Committee on Nominations 

Sara Mayes (Class of 2022) SW 
404 Middle Street 
Newburgh 47360-1336 
270-577-9003 

skma092362@aol.com 

*Denotes new officer **2nd 2-year term 
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Assistant Dean 

Cecelia Whitfield (21-22) 
2861 N Capital Avenue 
Indianapolis 46208-5129 
317-728-2518 

cecelia63.whitfield@gmail.com 
 

Business Manager 
** Brenda Crawford (20-23) 

PO Box 21 
Windfall 46076-0021 
765-437-4576 
nbcraw@yahoo.com 

 

Registrar Mission u Registrar 
Barb McCoy 

Page 17 

Committee on Nominations cont’d 

 
Class of 2022 N 
Class of 2022 SE 

 
Pauline Neal (Class of 2023) NC 
2309 Fulton St Apt. D 
765-425-9284 

Anderson 46016-3665 
peneal34@gmail.com 

 
Class of 2023 NW 
Class of 2023 W 

 
* Billie Sommers (Class of 2024) E 

10201 E Sunset Drive 
Selma 47383-9519 
765-741-0738 
billiesommers@aol.com 

 
* Sarah Spearman (Class of 2025) C 

3530 Watson Road 
Indianapolis 46205-3546 
317-938-7710 

sjspearman@ameritech.net 

Appointed Leaders 

 
Language Coordinator 
Kathy Lentz 

15126 Count Fleet Court 
Carmel 46032-1028 
317-652-0487 
kathylentz@gmail.com 

 
Music Coordinator 
Victoria Dumpert (19-22) 
3200 Moore Road 

Muncie 47304-5735 
765-716-3140 
vydumpert@gmail.com 

 
Young Women’s Coordinator 
LaNisha Clark 
5610 Noble Drive 
Indianapolis 46234-7723 
317-286-3779 

lanishaiclark@gmail.com  

 
Dean of Mission u 
Ann Cashner (21-22) 
1207 Sylvan Nook Drive 
Richmond 47374-1649 

765-962-9458 
dovenestphotos@gmail.com 
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March 4-5:  Spiritual Growth Retreat (Friday 7 p.m.-Saturday 3 p.m.)  

Canyon Inn, McCormick’s Creek State Park, Spencer, IN 

May 20-22:  UMW Assembly 2022 

Orlando, Florida 

June 9-11:  INUMC Annual Conference  

Indiana Wesleyan University, Marion, IN 

Limitless - Events TBA - Join the Facebook group!! 

July 15-17:  Mission u - Friday-Sunday - Virtual 

August 29 – September 6:  UMC General Conference 2022 

Minneapolis Convention Center in Minneapolis, Minnesota 

October 7-8:  Annual Celebration (Friday night-Saturday) 

Location TBA 
  Friday 5 p.m. supper 

Saturday Annual Celebration starts at 9:45 a.m.  

October 21-23:  Silent Retreat (Friday 8 p.m.-Sunday 1 p.m.)  

St. Joseph Retreat Center, Tipton, IN 

November 4-5:  Leadership Development and Officer Training  

Saturday 10 a.m.-3 p.m. - Virtual 

 

2022 UMW Indiana Conference Calendar  

All Times Are Eastern 

Page 18 
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M
ission Scholarships for 

Youth and Young A
dults 

A
 Project of U

nited 

M
ethodist W

om
en of 

Indiana Conference 

  
 

2022 Youth & Young Adult Service Scholarship Fund Committee 

 

Committee Chair:  Martha Milhouse 

Conference Mission Coordinator for Education and Interpretation 
 

Committee Members: President Kathie Clemenz, Treasurer Jacki 

Moore, North Central President Connie Pearson, Southeast President                              
Mary Packard, Young Women's Coordinator LaNisha Clark   

Direct questions or mail applications to: Conference Mission Coordinator for Education and Interpretation:  

Martha Milhouse, 1070 W. Jefferson St., Franklin, IN 46131, 812-372-2062, mdmilhouse@gmail.com 
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http://www.inumc.org/umw


WHY? The purpose of Mission Today is to fulfill the PURPOSE of United Methodist Women by: 
Energizing United Methodist Women to be more involved in mission through prayer, study and action; 
Increasing contacts between local organizations and mission personnel and projects enabling a better understanding of where 

Mission Giving dollars go; 
Encouraging the use of a variety of mission resources; 
Expanding concepts of mission, including social justice as mission. 

  
WHO? Every local organization is encouraged to strive for 

Mission Today status by completing 8 or more suggested 
criteria as noted to the right. 
Find suggestions and ideas for activities below. 

CATEGORY NUMBER OF ITEMS TO BE COMPLETED 

Bronze 8 (including 4 asterisked items) 

Silver 12 (including 6 asterisked items) 

Gold 16 (including 6 asterisked items) 
  

 

Mission Giving Logo 

Read response, the magazine for Women in Mission,     
through a subscription or online: 
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/response or http://
responsemagazine.wordpress.com. The Mission 
Giving logo found in response identifies a program 
and/or person supported by United Methodist 
Women’s Mission Giving. 

Find the Charter for 
Racial Justice online: 
http:// 
www.unitedmethodistw 
omen.org/ 
racialjusticecharter 

  

  
Racial Justice Logo 

  

 

  
 Current Justice Issues may be   
found online: 
http:// 
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org 
/racialjustice 

 
Go to 
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/ 
environment for 13 Steps to 
Sustainability; ideas for Be Just. Be 
Green.; and other ways to get 
involved in UMW’s environmental work. 

  

 

WHEN? Receive recognition for 2022, by returning your competed checklist by January 15, 2023 to: 
   

Your District’s Mission Coordinator for Education & Interpretation 

  

Return completed form (front & back) to: 
  
  
  
  
  
Deadline for reporting: January 15, 2023 

Local Organization District: 

Reporting Officer Name & Position: 

Email or postal address: Phone: 

Revised January 2022 

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/response
http://responsemagazine.wordpress.com/
http://responsemagazine.wordpress.com/
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/racialjusticecharter
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/racialjusticecharter
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/racialjusticecharter
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/racialjustice
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/racialjustice
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/racialjustice
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/


2022 MISSION TODAY  

REPORT LOCAL ORGANIZATION 

United Methodist Women of Indiana 

United Methodist Women demonstrate their commitment to the PURPOSE through their Prayers, Presence,                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Participation, Gifts and Service. 

  

PRAYERS 
  

Used the Prayer Guide at each meeting to pray for mission personnel and projects. * 
  

Communicated with at least 5 persons listed in the Prayer Guide during the year. 

  Held a mini‐Spiritual Growth Retreat. 

PRESENCE 

  At least two members were added to the membership roll. 

  At least one member (not a conference or district officer) attended Mission U. 

  At least two members (not a conference or district officer) attended a district or conference annual meeting. This could 
include attendance to districts/conference events such as: district spiritual enrichment day, district Mini Mission u, district 
officer training, or conference annual spiritual growth retreat., etc. 

PARTICIPATION 
  At least two members subscribed to and/or read Response magazine (including online articles). * 
  Used at least two programs from a UMW Program Book during the year. * 

  Conducted at least one Mission u study during the year. * 

  At least one member is a member of the UMW’s Action Network to receive Action Alerts and share with members. 
  Told a mission story at meetings through sharing “member support “articles (identified by the Mission Giving logo—see other 

side) from response. 

  Included a book review/report on a Reading Program book during a meeting. 

  At least two members completed one of the Reading Program Plans. 

  Initiated a new or expanded an already‐existing Local Ministry Program which benefits women, children and/or youth. * 
  At least two members watch or listen to at least 2 “Faith Talks” or “Voices from the Field”, live or recorded on UMW website. 

  Attended a “Tour-Talk-Lunch” (“TTL”) at Lucille Raines Residence or gave in-kind or monetary support beyond the conference 
asking.* 

GIFTS 
  Made and met its Pledge to Mission. * 

  Remitted the Conference Asking of $15 per member. * 

  Received Five Star recognition by contributing to all five channels of Mission Giving by unit and/or member(s). 

  Legacy Fund donation made by unit and/or member(s). 

SERVICE 
  Implemented the Charter for Racial Justice in at least one way during the year. * 

  Invited a district or conference officer (not a member) to one meeting during the year. 

  Pledged to care for God’s creation by becoming a “Green” local organization. 

  Participated in at least two events/activities during the year which focused on Current Justice issues. 
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Are you ready 

Are you informed? 

Read any good books 

lately? 

Need ideas for a 

gathering? 

Have a story to share? 

Are you encouraged by 

the stories of others? 

Do you have 

questions? 

Do you know where to 

find answers? 

Check out the 

resources and 

information on the 

UMW websites. 

Things may be 

changing but we 

remain a supportive 

creative community! 

Check out all that is 

waiting for you! 

 

United Methodist 
Women - United 
Methodist Women 
Downloads  
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United Methodist 
Women - United 
Methodist Women  

United Methodist 
Women of the Indi-
ana United Meth-
odist Conference 
(inumc.org)  

https://www.inumc.org/engage/adults/united-methodist-women/
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/downloads
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/downloads
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/downloads
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/downloads
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
https://www.inumc.org/engage/adults/united-methodist-women/
https://www.inumc.org/engage/adults/united-methodist-women/
https://www.inumc.org/engage/adults/united-methodist-women/
https://www.inumc.org/engage/adults/united-methodist-women/
https://www.inumc.org/engage/adults/united-methodist-women/
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INDIANA UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

 

Bonnie Elam 

United Methodist Women of Indiana 

6919 Forest Glen Court 

Fort Wayne, IN  46815 

 

Share this newsletter with others! 

Save printing and postage costs- request to 

get the newsletter and announcements sent to 

your email---sign up at this link! 

Or send an email to:  blelam21@gmail.com 
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United Methodist Women shall be a  

community of women whose purpose is to  

know God and to experience freedom as whole  

persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative,  

supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission  

through participation in the global ministries of the church.  

https://www.inumc.org/engage/adults/united-methodist-women/
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001C5H1Ps_ZTVslNvyQEtU8bs5tqxLmdPXchpQ3l1_USGP9x0Cawc8JXFgqBkj9AQqAWKG5u7NXkePZq0ouvYu6QQQ5lcPyRi4hds2tsm2SMIBuUZSLs8yvEacMv0-wp05MdWEnGn3f71gJk94IunoNfn5wLtY8c4YS
https://d.docs.live.net/d0a41ab31fa3f94c/Documents/UMW/1AA%20Indiana%20Conference/COMMUNICATIONS%20COORDINATOR/2020%20September%20Mission%20Messenger/blelam21@gmail.com

