
 

BIO – Ralph D. Weaver 
 
 
 
Ralph D. Weaver is Founder and CEO of East West Connection (EWC), a full-service meetings, events and 
incentive travel company based in Central New Jersey. Integrity and a commitment to excellence has been 
the foundation of how Ralph has built his career and company starting with his early days as a public 
relations and marketing executive with companies including Manning Selvage & Lee Public Relations, 
Bristol Myers Squibb, and Johnson & Johnson.  
 
A secret to Ralph’s and EWC’s success is the notion of reinvention to stay relevant in a changing world. 
After 31 years, EWC’s mission has been a constant; to be a best-in-class meetings, events, and incentive 
travel company by consistently providing strategic solutions, creativity and superior service that 
demonstrates care for its clients and their needs and business goals.  Today, EWC is a multi-million-dollar 
corporation with employees around the world. Over the years, EWC has organized virtual and live 
meetings domestic and international meetings with a talented team of meeting planning professionals. 
EWC conceptualizes and manages meetings for a stellar list of clients including Fortune 500 and emerging 
companies, as well as government agencies.  Ralph is determined, focused, and passionate about EWC 
and committed to continually going above and beyond in his work for clients. “What keeps us in the game 
is to “never rest on our laurels and always look ahead for what is next for how we can enhance what we 
do.” 
 

Under his leadership, EWC has been committed to providing funding, in-kind donations and/or pro bono 

services to a variety of organizations and causes focused on cancer, the arts, education, and equality such 

as The Children’s Defense Fund, Make a Wish Foundation, Cancer Care, National Brain Tumor Foundation, 

American Red Cross, Gilda’s Club, NJ Performing Arts Center, Dance Theatre of Harlem, Promise Academy 

Charter School, and Bear Necessities Pediatric Cancer Foundation. To date, EWC’s support to various 

organizations over the past 30 years totals over $400,000.   

 

Ralph desires to make a difference in the world through mentoring young professionals.  His commitment 

is evident by his support of the Selective Corporate Internship Program (SCIP), an innovative 501(c) 3 non-

profit organization that trains and develops talented and diverse high school and college students, as well 

as young professionals for opportunities with corporations.  Currently, EWC partners with the founders of 

SCIP, Monica and Miguel Mancebo and seven SCIP interns on various programs. 

 

In 2020, MeetingsNet named Ralph to its Changemakers list that recognizes 15 outstanding meetings 

professionals for their efforts to move their organization forward in innovative ways. Also, Ralph was 

selected and profiled in 2019 by MBE (Minority Business Entrepreneur) magazine as one of the five 



 

inspiring MBEs Who Rock for demonstrating overall business excellence, unique vision, and innovation.  

 

Ralph is the recipient of the 2021 Business Award from the African American Chamber of Commerce of 

New Jersey (AACCNJ).  He is a member of AACCNJ and serves on the President’s Club Roundtable.  Ralph 

has been a guest on television programs such as New Jersey Business & Industry Association’s Minding 

Your Business and NJ PBS’s Pathway to Success.  He is a frequent panelist/speaker for various business 

meetings. 

 

One of Ralph’s proudest accomplishments is the development of the EWC Joy Connection: Journey to Well-

Balanced Living to help people during and after COVID-19 pandemic.  This free virtual series of insightful, 

inspiring, and innovative 30-45-minute sessions focus on providing hope, joy, and information to help 

people navigate life during these challenging times.  Nationally known speakers have shared their insights 

on topics ranging from mindfulness to finding one’s life purpose. 

 

In January 2022, Ralph was elected Chairman of the Board of Trustees for Crossroads4Hope, a nonprofit 

dedicated to embracing everyone touched by cancer and empowering them through access to resources, 

as well as programs of support, education, wellbeing, and hope.  On October 7, 2021, Ralph received the 

Inspiring Hope Award from Crossroads4Hope for his commitment and work to make a difference in the 

lives of people impacted by cancer.  
 
Ralph is also a trustee of the Crossroads Theatre Company, the nation’s premiere African American 
theater and the recipient of the 1999 Tony Award® for Outstanding Regional Theatre in the United States. 
The American Theatre Critics Association together with the American Theatre Wing and the League of 
Regional Theatres and Producers presented the prestigious Tony Award® to Crossroads in recognition of 
its 22-year history of artistic accomplishment and excellence. Crossroads is the first African American 
theater to receive this honor in the 33-year history of this special award category. 
 
An avid art collector and interior design enthusiast, Ralph continues to purchase works of art during his 
extensive travels around the world with his partner Donald Ralph, Esq. Ralph is a graduate of Boston 
University.  He is a member of Union Baptist Church of Trenton, NJ, where he heads a capital campaign to 
build a community center. 
 


