
MT Space, the Sexual Assault Support Centre Waterloo Region, and Waterloo Region 

Crime Prevention Council remount Chelsea’s Story to commemorate and promote 

Human Trafficking Awareness Day on February 22nd, 2022. 

Waterloo Region, Ontario: MT Space, Waterloo Region Crime Prevention Council (WRCPC), and 

Sexual Assault Support Centre of Waterloo Region (SASCWR) are collaborating once again to 

present a weeklong run of Chelsea’s Story to commemorate and promote Human Trafficking 

Awareness Day, which falls on Tuesday, February 22nd, 2022. This theatrical production has been 

adapted to an online format and will be performed live by MT Space actors from February 22nd to 

26th, with each performance accompanied by a talkback facilitated by SASCWR. All tickets to 

Chelsea’s Story will be free and open to the public, click here to register. 

Chelsea’s Story, based on a true story, centres on a group of three students who discover the diary of a 

15-year-old girl named Chelsea who is targeted and groomed by a man posing as her boyfriend to be 
trafficked for sex. Chelsea’s Story was written by Sean McGrath from Alter Ego Creative Solutions in 
the UK for people as young as 12 to understand what trafficking is and the ways in which those who 
are vulnerable, particularly girls and young women, tend to be targeted and groomed.

In 2019, MT Space Artistic Director, Pam Patel, was asked by the local Registry Theatre to direct a 

Canadian production of Chelsea’s Story. The piece was produced in association with Waterloo 

Region Crime Prevention Council and Sexual Assault Support Centre of Waterloo Region. This 

version of Chelsea’s Story was performed at The Registry Theatre as well as William G Davis Senior 

Elementary School and the local prison for women, the Grand Valley Institute. Each performance of 

this piece was followed by a debriefing and talkback facilitated by staff from SASCWR. Parents, 

patrons, and students who experienced the piece encouraged Chelsea’s Story to continue touring to 

schools and theatres to raise awareness of the signs of human trafficking and sexual exploitation.  

The piece is as timely now as it was then, with the areas surrounding highway 401 and the QEW 

seeing the highest levels of human sex trafficking in Southern Ontario. It has been noted that the risks 

of trafficking have only increased under the conditions of lockdown and isolation that many face 

during this time of Covid-19, with statistics from SASC indicating that those seeking support for 

online sexual exploitation and trafficking have risen 29% since the start of the pandemic. Since the 
creation of the Anti-Trafficking Program in January 2018, SASCWR has provided support to 224 
unique individuals, 74% which are youth under 24, and 53% are children under 18. 

MT Space, SASCWR, and WRCPC are working together to develop a tour to school boards in 

Waterloo Region and beyond this April 2022, with this February run of Chelsea’s Story providing an 

opportunity to educators, parents, and caregivers to experience the play virtually, and unpack its 

contents through facilitated discussions. This week will raise awareness of human sex trafficking and 

online sexual exploitation locally and across Canada, while also starting this conversation with youth 

in order to build their skills to understand, identify, and prevent exploitation if they see or experience 

it. Each performance of Chelsea’s Story will be geared towards specific audiences including 

educators, caregivers, and families with youth (ages 12+). 

Over the course of the Covid-19 pandemic, the Sexual Assault Support Centre of Waterloo Region's 

Anti-Human Trafficking Program experienced a 29% increase in requests for support. To respond to 

the increase in survivors of sex trafficking and exploitation, SASCWR is currently collecting 

donations. Additional educational opportunities as well as access to SASCWR’s 24-hour support line 

can also be found on SASC’s website for those seeking support. 

For any media calls and interviews, please connect with: 

CONTACT Pam Patel, Artistic Director | Julie Thompson, Community Engagement 

ORGANIZATION MT Space | Waterloo Region Crime Prevention Council 

EMAIL pam@mtspace.ca | JThompson@regionofwaterloo.ca 

https://mtspace.ca/productions/chelseas-story/
https://www.sascwr.org/ahtp.html
https://www.sascwr.org/donate.html
mailto:pam@mtspace.ca


 

 
 

ABOUT MT SPACE 
Since 2004, MT Space has maintained a commitment to working with artists from Indigenous, 

immigrant, refugee, and other marginalized and racialized communities. MT Space has grown from 

being a company that produces one show every year to an organization that brings culturally and 

socially relevant work from across the country and around the world to our Waterloo Region 

community. We have challenged the preconceptions of theatre to create, produce, and present work 

that is accessible and affordable to low income families. while creating a space for marginalized 

voices to be heard. For more about MT Space, please visit www.mtspace.ca 

 

ABOUT THE SEXUAL ASSAULT SUPPORT CENTRE WATERLOO REGION 

For over 30 years, the Sexual Assault Support Centre (SASC) of Waterloo Region has been a place of 

healing and hope for survivors of sexual violence. We provide free, wraparound support including 

trauma-specific counselling, groups, and accompaniments to court, hospital, and the police station. 

We also offer a 24 Hour Support Line, family court related services, and innovative public education, 

including a Male Allies program. Our Anti-Human Trafficking program provides services to those 

experiencing sexual exploitation, which include counselling, housing access support, safety planning, 

crises support and more. For more info visit www.sascwr.org 

 

ABOUT THE WATELOO REGIONCRIME PREVENTION COUNCIL 
The Waterloo Region Crime Prevention Council (WRCPC) is made up of 40 community leaders 

representing diverse sectors from our community including education, mental health, child and youth 

advocates, politicians and enforcement. Established in 1994, the WRCPC generates greater public 

understanding of the root causes of crime by creating a deeper community commitment to prevention 

through public education and engagement, knowledge exchange and evidence-based decision making, 

developing dynamic partnerships, and advocating for equity against marginalization. The WRCPC 

strives to shift the focus of crime prevention up stream, building a community foundation where all 

citizens experience safety and wellbeing equitably. To learn more, visit www.preventingcrime.ca 
 

 

http://www.mtspace.ca/
http://www.sascwr.org/
http://www.preventingcrime.ca/

