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Numbers 20:10

Moses and Aaron assembled the
congregation in front of the rock;
and he said to them, “Listen, you
rebels, shall we get water for you out
of this rock?”

במדבר כ׳:י׳

ָה֖ל ֧ה ְוַאֲהרֹ֛ן ֶאת־ַהּקָ ַוּיְַקִה֜לוּ מֹׁשֶ
ְמעוּ־ָנא֙ ַ֑לע ַוּיֹ֣אֶמר ָלֶה֗ם ׁשִ ֵנ֣י ַהּסָ ֶאל־ּפְ

ֶּ֔ה נֹוִצ֥יא ָלֶכ֖ם ַ֣לע ַהז ַהּמִֹר֔ים ֲהִמן־ַהּסֶ
ָמִֽים׃

Numbers 20:11

And Moses raised his hand and
struck the rock twice with his rod.
Out came copious water, and the
community and their beasts drank.

במדבר כ׳:י״א

ַ֛לע ְ֧ך ֶאת־ַהּסֶ ֜ה ֶאת־יָדֹ֗ו ַוּיַ ַוּיֶָ֨רם מֹׁשֶ
֔ים ֲעָמִ֑ים ַוּיְֵצאוּ֙ ַמִ֣ים ַרּבִ ֖הוּ ּפַ ַמּטֵ ּבְ
ּתְ ָהֵעָד֖ה וְּבִעיָרֽם׃ {ס}         ׁ֥שְ ַוּתֵ

"...and he struck the rock with his rod twice" (Numbers 20:11).

 
They tell a story about Rabbi Yisrael from Ruzhin (Ukraine). He saw one of his
sons become angry with a certain Hasid. When the son saw that his father
listened and was quiet, he became even more angry with the Hasid. The
Ruhziner finally quieted his son and said to him: This is like Moses Rabbeinu
who struck the rock twice and it was considered a sin, because it's okay to lose
your temper once and become angry, but if a person returns to their anger,
behold, this is a sign of an angry person, and anger is a disgusting trait. 
 
The sages said (Berachot 7a), "God is angry everyday, but to what extent? A
moment, as it is said 'God's anger lasts a moment'" (Psalms 30:6). From here we
learn that one is not permitted to remain in anger for more than a moment, like
God's anger. And Moses, since he struck the rock twice - it was revealed that he
stood in his anger for longer than the appropriate measure, and was therefore
punished.
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Shabbat 105b:8

Wasn’t it taught in a baraita that
Rabbi Shimon ben Elazar says in

the name of Ḥilfa bar Agra, who

said in the name of Rabbi

Yoḥanan ben Nuri: One who

rends his garments in his anger,

or who breaks his vessels in his

anger, or who scatters his money

in his anger, should be like an

idol worshipper in your eyes, as

that is the craft of the evil

inclination. Today it tells him do

this, and tomorrow it tells him

do that, until eventually, when he
no longer controls himself, it tells

him worship idols and he goes

and worships idols. Rabbi Avin

said: What verse alludes to this?

“There shall not be a strange god

within you, and you shall not

bow to a foreign god” (Psalms
81:10). What is the strange god

that is within a person’s body?

Say that it is the evil inclination.

One may not rend his garments in
anger, because in doing so he is
deriving pleasure from satisfying the
evil inclination.

שבת ק״ה ב:ח׳

ן ֶאְלָעָזר אֹוֵמר ְמעֹון ּבֶ י ׁשִ ְוָהַתְניָא, ַרּבִ
ָאַמר ר ַאְגָרא ׁשֶ וּם ִחיְלָפא ּבַ ִמׁשּ

ן נוִּרי: ַהְמָקֵרע י יֹוָחנָן ּבֶ וּם ַרּבִ ִמׁשּ
ָליו ר ּכֵ ּבֵ ֲחָמתֹו, ְוַהְמׁשַ ָגָדיו ּבַ ּבְ

ֲחָמתֹו, ֵּר ְמעֹוָתיו ּבַ ֲחָמתֹו, ְוַהְמַפז ּבַ
עֹוֵבד ֲעבֹוָדה ָזָרה. ֵעיֶניָך ּכְ ְיֵהא ּבְ

ל יֵֶצר ָהָרע: ַהּיֹום נוּתֹו ׁשֶ ְך אוּּמָ ּכָ ׁשֶ
ְך, וְּלָמָחר אֹוֵמר לֹו ה ּכָ אֹוֵמר לֹו ֲעׂשֵ

אֹוֵמר לֹו ֲעבֹוד ְך, ַעד ׁשֶ ה ּכָ ֲעׂשֵ
י ֲעבֹוָדה ָזָרה ְוהֹוֵלְך ְועֹוֵבד. ָאַמר ַרּבִ
ָאִבין: ַמאי ְקָרָאה — ״לֹא ִיְהיֶה ְבָך

ֲחֶוה ְלֵאל ֵנָכר״, ּתַ ֵאל ָזר ְולֹא ִתׁשְ
ל ָאָדם? גוּפֹו ׁשֶ ּיֵׁש ּבְ ֵאיֶזהוּ ֵאל ָזר ׁשֶ

ֱהֵוי אֹוֵמר, ֶזה יֵֶצר ָהָרע.
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Numbers 20:2

The community was without water,
and they joined against Moses and
Aaron.

במדבר כ׳:ב׳

ֲ֣הל֔וּ ּקָ ְולֹא־ָה֥יָה ַמִ֖ים ָלֵעָד֑ה ַוּיִ
֖ה ְוַעֽל־ַאֲהרֹֽן׃ ַעל־מֹׁשֶ

Rashi on Numbers 20:2:1

לעדהמיםהיהולא AND THERE WAS
NO WATER FOR THE
CONGREGATION — Since this
statement follows immediately after
the mention of Miriam’s death, we
may learn from it that during the
entire forty years they had the “well”
through Miriam’s merit (Taanit 9a).

רש"י על במדבר כ׳:ב׳:א׳

ּכָלולא היה מים לעדה. ִמּכָאן ׁשֶ
ֵאר ָנה ָהיָה ָלֶהם ַהּבְ ִעים ׁשָ ַאְרּבָ

ְזכוּת ִמְריָם (תענית ט'): ּבִ
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