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“You take too much upon yourselves, sons of Levi”...And Korah, who was wise (lit.
open), how did he fall into such foolishness? His eyes caused him to sin (Rashi). It’s
possible to say according to what was brought in [the work] “Noam Elimelech:” It is
established for us that a blind person is exempt from the appearance offering [a
particular sacrifice], as it is written, “he will see” [yir’ah - vowelled differently than
the accepted translation, which is yera’eh] “he will appear” (Hagigah 2a). Meaning,
a person needs two eyes: One eye to see and to observe the greatness of God, and
the second eye - to see one’s own baseness (i.e., humility). And one who is blind in
one of his eyes, meaning that he has one eye to see the greatness of God the
Creator but is missing the second eye to see his nothingness is deficient in the
mitzvah of appearance. And the High Priest who enters the sanctuary, this entrance
was a test of appearance for him, and he needed two eyes. But Korah wasn’t fit for
the high priesthood because even though he arrived at the exalted level and saw the
greatness of God, he was missing that second eye to see his baseness. “He saw a
great chain [of descendants] that would come from him,” (Rashi) “they are all holy,”
(Numbers 16:3) “you would seek the priesthood also?” (Numbers 16:10) - and this
is the meaning of “his mind’s eye misled him” (Rashi).
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They tell this story: Once, the Hafetz Hayim was walking in his town in Radzin (Belarus)
on a dark and stormy night. The street was empty of people. A stranger delayed him who
arrived on his carriage and asked him: “Where does your Rav live? The tzadik, the Hafetz
Hayim?” The Hafetz Hayim answered him: “Firstly, he is not a Rav, and second, he is no
tzadik.” The stranger said to him in astonishment, “What are you saying? Everyone takes
him to be a God-fearing man and a tzadik.” The Hafetz Hayim again responded to him,
“What everyone says, that isn’t anything. The world doesn’t know him. I know him better
and I can assure you that this is a big exaggeration and hyperbole.”

The man became very angry and let strong curses slip from his mouth and, finally, whipped
him with the whip that was in his hand. The Hafetz Hayim was very saddened that he
brought this man into sin.

After a short while, when the Hafetz Hayim returned home, he found the man sitting
outside his house, waiting for him. When the man realized that this was the Hafetz Hayim
- the same man he cursed and whipped - he was so shocked that he nearly fainted. The
Hafetz Hayim calmed him and persuaded him with his words, saying to him: “It’s nothing.
You didn’t do anything wrong. In righteousness did those lashings come to me because it’s
not only forbidden to speak lashon ha-rah (slander/gossip/ill-words) against others, but
also about one’s self - it is forbidden to speak lashon ha-rah.

2



“Keep two pieces of paper in your pocket at all times. On one: ‘I am a speck of
dust,’ and of the other, ‘The world was created for me’” - Rabbi Simcha Bunim of
Peshishcha

Hafetz Hayim - Rav Yisrael Meir Kagan (1838-1933), Belarus.

Rabbi Simcha Bunim (1765-1827), Poland
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