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Mr. Dan McGettigan graduated from St. Bonaventure’s College 

in 1962 and has spent his whole adult life devoted to the service 

of others. 

 

While at St. Bon’s, Dan excelled in all aspects of school life. His 

record of holistic achievement afforded him acceptance by the 

Archdiocese as a candidate for seminary entrance. After 

graduating from St. Bon’s, Dan entered St. Joseph’s Seminary in 

Edmonton, Alberta and was ordained into the Priesthood in 

1970. He spent the next 13 years serving tirelessly in various 

parishes throughout Newfoundland. In 1983, Dan left the 

priesthood and took on a new mission as a Parole Officer with 

Corrections Canada. 

 

While working as a Parole Officer, Dan saw a need for restorative justice support for 

offenders making the transition from prison back into society. In 1992, Dan created the 

non-profit agency Turnings to help provide this support, and currently their Director. 

Turnings current success is driven by Dan and the help he receives from the government, 

volunteers and community. One of their most revolutionary programs is Circle of Support 

which is a group of trained community volunteers who mentor sex offenders in their re-

integration into society to help them to avoid reoffending. This program has proven highly 

effective in reducing the recidivism of its participants and shows compassion for a group of 

people who are often overlooked and forgotten. Dan visits inmates in New Brunswick and 

St. John’s prior to their parole and provides personal counselling and Circles of Support as 

they journey into their new life. 

 

Dan is a wealth of information, knowledge, experience and most importantly, compassion in 

the corrections community. He is a social justice warrior on the front lines; he is embedded 

in Her Majesty’s Penitentiary supporting prisoners, working to find solutions to difficult 

problems, and helping inmates reintegrate into the community upon release. Dan is trusted 

by all parties involved in the corrections system – guards, management and inmates. He 

works thanklessly and endlessly educating politicians who come and go on the principles of 

restorative justice and bringing the plight of the prisoner to the forefront of discussion and 

policy making. 

 

Dan follows the values of his Catholic faith that he learned from his family and St. Bon’s. His 

life has been committed to supporting and assisting others. For our students, and the wider 

community, he illustrates what it truly means to be “a man for and with others”. 


