
 A WORD FROM PASTOR NATE
As we head into Easter, churches all over the world will use this as an opportunity to invite people to their
church to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus. Not people from other churches, but people who don’t
attend church. The hope for those invited is that they will respond to the good news of who Jesus is, what
he has done, and the salvation that can only be found in him. 

Invitations come in many forms. People send cards in the mail. Placards are posted in public for people to
see. Email blasts are used to canvas the whole database. Today’s world includes posting on social media.
Any and all ways to communicate that people are welcome and should come.

However, there is one tried and true way that always works better than all the rest. It is the personal
invitation. One person inviting another. It feels more intentional. It is biblical. People are more likely to
stick because they stick with you who invited them. It is how Jesus did it. It is even how the earliest
disciples did it.

Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. Philip found Nathanael and told him, 
“We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote—

Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”
“Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked.

“Come and see,” said Philip.
John 1:44-46 NIV

It feels more personal, because it is. This personal invitation says, “you matter to me”, and “I want you to
join me in this experience.” People feel valued and included. This is a great way to enter into the Gospel.
Jesus always values the individuals he meets and extends the invitation into the family of God. We should
do the same. Who has God put on your heart to invited to the most attended Sunday of the year?

Sunday, April 3rd: Hymn Sing - 4:00 p.m.
Thursday, April 14th: Maundy Thursday — 6:30 p.m.
Friday, April 15th: Good Friday — 6:30 p.m.
Easter Sunday, April 17th: Services at 9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

Chester Baptist Church
 March, April, May 2022



Submitted by Mandy Sullivan, Children's Director

I would just like to start out by saying thank you to everyone 
who has been so encouraging to me lately as I have started this new position. It really has

meant a lot to have so many kind words and prayers. I have worked with the kids of the
church for a while now and I am so excited to be the new Children’s Director! They always

bring so much joy to my week. The kids are so loving, kind, thoughtful, and absolutely
hilarious! To be able to have a job be something I have such a heart for is so special to me.

We have been having such a fun time downstairs and cannot wait for all the fantastic
lessons we will be diving into over the next few months.

 
In March the kids will be having a “Jam Session: Because Everyone has a Part to Play.” We
are focusing on cooperation which is defined as “working together to do more than you can
do alone”.  We will spend time learning about how to help others succeed and to help others

in need. Making a habit of cooperation is a perfect continuation for our February focus of
being compassionate. Compassion is something that all our kids are wonderful at. They

amaze me all the time with their kind hearts and love for others.
Two people are better than one. They can help each other in everything they do.

Ecclesiastes 4:9, NIrV
 
 

During the Easter season our focus is on being hopeful. Remembering that whatever
happens, Jesus is alive, and that God is powerful. He is bigger than our questions because
God is still working in our world and in our lives. Our theme is “Puzzled: Seeing the Bigger
Picture.”  Even though we might not have all of the puzzle pieces to see the picture God is

creating for us, He does. He has a plan for us all and we need to remain hopeful and patient
even though it can be tough.

In this world you will have trouble. But be encouraged! I have won the battle over the world.
John 16:33b, NIrV  

 
 

In May we are “Bouncing Back” as we learn about resilience. We can keep going and choose
joy even when life gets tough. We have hope because of what Jesus did for us. Trusting God

isn’t always easy, but He will help us back up when we fall. Resilience is a hard lesson for
kids as they are still learning how to regulate their emotions and how to cope with tough

situations. Our memory verse is a wonderful reminder to them that we have a new strength
in the Lord

“But those who trust in the LORD will receive new strength. They will fly as high as eagles. 
They will run and not get tired. They will walk and not grow weak.”

Isaiah 40:31, NIrV
 

We are excited to have a Children’s Family Night on the first Tuesday of each month
beginning in April. This is just for our Sunday morning children, their families, and any

families with children interested in joining our Sunday morning activities. We will have a light
dinner, games, and learn about our monthly theme!  We are also hopeful to start planning
some outreach events.  If you know any families who might be interested in joining us on

Sunday mornings or who might like to be added to a children’s events email list please feel
free to contact me at mandy.sullivan@chesterbaptist.com. 

 
 

 CHILDREN'S MINISTRY



It is hard to believe that we are now in the month of March. Not only is spring right around
the corner, but we also have begun registering children for the upcoming Fall 2022-2023
school year. If you know of anyone with a child ages 3-5, please let them know that they

can find preschool registration information on the church website Chester Baptist
Preschool , or they are welcome to call the preschool at (804) 748-3257 with any

questions. Our first day will be August 29, 2022.
 

During these last two cold months, the children have had opportunities to play inside on
cold days during the week. Thanks to the large desk being removed in the children's area

prior to the start of school, we have transformed the space into a small town. The children
have been able to play at a coffee shop/tea room, a kid sized Lidl grocery store, as well as

create a mini town with building materials. During this time they have been learning
counting, colors, shapes and of course how to share. They have been so excited to come to

preschool every day. We have had children tell their parents they want to come to
preschool on the weekends! 

 
Our amazing teachers continue to provide love, support and patience to our growing

preschoolers. Their weekly lessons have kept the kids engaged and excited to come to
preschool. It is amazing to see how far the children have come and how much they have

grown since the first day. Ms. Becca and Ms. Stacy both show Christ’s love in the classroom
on a daily basis. We have been so blessed to have them on staff this year.

 
Our school year will be finishing up at the end of May. Between now and then, we have
many exciting things planned. Follow our preschool adventures this year through the
Chester Baptist Preschool Facebook page and Chester Baptist Preschool Instagram.

 
Thanks to everyone who has been so supportive of the preschool this year. Because of

your willingness to give your time, talents, donations and prayers, we have had a
successful school year. And special thanks to Randy McConnell and Bryce Williams for

taking their time to connect with our students through music and chapel on a weekly basis.
We can’t wait to see what the fall of 2022 brings. 

 

Shelly McCabe, Preschool Director

PRESCHOOL NEWS!PRESCHOOL NEWS!





CBC is enrolled in the Kroger Community Rewards Program (KCRP).  Here's an easy way to
participate:

-Go to http://Kroger.com
-Click on the link for KCRP at the bottom of the page under Community.
-Once logged into your Kroger account, you can search for Chester Baptist or HP586 and click Enroll. 
 (New users will need to create an account which requires some basic info, a valid email address & a
rewards card.

A percentage of your purchases will go to CBC at no cost to you.
Please consider helping CBC earn a little additional funding!
Happy Shopping!!

DONATE THROUGH THE KROGERDONATE THROUGH THE KROGER
COMMUNITY REWARDS PROGRAM (KCRP)COMMUNITY REWARDS PROGRAM (KCRP)

LIBRARY NEWSLIBRARY NEWS
The Church Library wants to know if you feel the energy all around us as spring is coming?  As
Christians, we can be empowered, energized and ready to spring forward through all life
brings – relying on the love and caring of Jesus Christ.   
We have books to explore God’s loving plans for us, fiction to read about other people living
with God, and other topics for all ages.  Below are just a few of the new titles we have. 
We are open on Sunday mornings and Wednesday mornings.  If you would like to browse the
library at another time, give us a call and we will meet you.  If you would like to check
something out, please let us know and we can have it ready for you. 

Email libraryatcbc@gmail.com or call either Jewel at (804) 526-4332 or the church office
(804) 748-2939. The CBC Library Staff wishes everyone a Happy Reading Year!
Sunday 8:30 am  – 12 pm,   Wednesday 10 am-12 pm. 



RUSTY'S RAP SESSIONRUSTY'S RAP SESSION

Wind, Rain, Flowers

The winds of March are blowing the last leaves from the trees.  Soon the April showers will
water the seeds sown and planted.  Then as May returns once again, plants will grow,
flowers will bloom, and eventually fruit will be produced. As we enter this Spring we notice
that the world seems to have gone crazy.  Just as it seems the Covid Pandemic is waning and
losing its strength, the economy takes a dive, Russia attacks Ukraine and gas prices sky
rocket.  “If it’s not something, it’s something else”, I often say.  This writing I want to
encourage you not to worry.  (I am also encouraging myself in the same manner).  Certainly,
there is reason to be concerned, but panic and fear should not rule our lives.  Throughout
scripture God encourages us:

2 Chronicles 32:7. Be strong and courageous, do not be afraid nor dismayed……DON’T FEAR

Proverbs 24:16. …a just man falls seven times and rises up again………….DON’T GIVE UP

2 Timothy 1:7….God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power, and of love, and of a sound
mind…………FOCUS ON THE POSITIVE.

Just before His crucifixion, as recorded in John’s Gospel, Jesus spoke to His disciples.  He
spoke at length, encouraging them for what He knew was about to happen but what they
could not conceive.  He told them to “love one another,” because the visible evidence of that
love would let the world know that they were His disciples.  He told them that He was
leaving to prepare a place for them.  He told them that He and the Father were one, and that
if they had seen Him they had seen the Father.  He called them His friends.  He told them
that if they followed Him that the world would hate them.  As Jesus closed his conversation
with the disciples and just before he prayed for them,  He told them, “In the world you shall
have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).   Through
His death, burial and resurrection, He overcame anything that the world could throw at us,
but we need to acknowledge that and to trust in the promises of God. 
 

Certainly it’s not pleasant when wind, rain and storms rage both literally and figuratively,
but the unpleasantness of the temporary difficulties need not be overwhelming.  Just as the
seasons promise that life will grow from even the most harsh of conditions, God will take
even the most difficult “tribulation” and overcome it through His resurrection power.  We
must remember that winds will blow, rain will fall, and yes the flowers will bloom, fruit will
grow.  They will overcome the wind blown,  rain soaked earth to bloom as God intended.  
 Jesus said, “I have chosen you, and appointed you to go and produce fruit and that your
fruit should remain, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, He will give
you.”(John15:16).  Be encouraged to stand strong through the wind and the rain, and in time
watch the flowers bloom and enjoy the fruit that grows and remains.



Hymn Sing
Join us April 3rd at 4:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary for a

Hymn Sing. 
This will be live streamed, as well.  

The hymns and meditations will reflect Holy Week,

ending with the resurrection of our Lord and

Savior, Jesus Christ, the Messiah.

If able, please bring cookies, etc., to 

share in the Great Hall afterwards.





JOIN US FOR WORSHIP
 

SUNDAY MORNINGS
 

9:00 AM
&

10:30 AM
 

MEET IN PERSON OR
JOIN US LIVE STREAMED ON

OUR WEBSITE
(WWW.CHESTERBAPTIST.COM),

FACEBOOK, OR YOUTUBE
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Office hours:  Monday-Thursday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
804-748-2939

 

Senior Pastor
 Pastor Nate Travis, nate.travis@chesterbaptist.com

 

Associate Pastor to Youth & Young Adults
Pastor Bryce Williams, bryce.williams@chesterbaptist.com

 

Minister of Music & Worship
Randy McConnell, randy.mcconnell@chesterbaptist.com

 

Contemporary Worship Leader
Rusty Peaks, rusty.peaks@chesterbaptist.com

 

Church Secretary
Edye Parrish, edye.parrish@chesterbaptist.com

 

Financial Adminstrator
Susan Meredith, susan.meredith@chesterbaptist.com

 

Pianist
Ellen Sapko, contact church office, 748-2939

  APRIL BIRTHDAYSAPRIL BIRTHDAYS

CONTACT US!

1    Bill Damon
3    Jean Harrison, Landon Price
4    Helen Kilbourne
5    Chris Raines, Bethany Tucker
6    Chuck Mahaffey
8    David Taylor
9    Kendrick Tillar
10  Beth Lyerly, Nancy Jean Roberts
12  Peggy Herring, George Self
13  Michelle Gardner, Pat Hayes
14  Bobby Clark, Amy Estes, Rosa 
        Harris, Kenny Hart, Randy   
        McConnell
16  Joanne Westfall
17  Steve VanVlack
18  David Alexander, Kay Jarratt, Pat 
       Tucker
19  Doris Fogle, Chris Meager
20  Alyssa Blake
21  Makalah Cribb
22  Jessie Meager, Sandy Raines, David 
         Tillar 
24  Elizabeth Harrison, Sue VanVlack
26  Betty Johnson, Paul Riding, David 
        Williams
28  Rusty Peaks
30 Bryce Williams

 

  MAY BIRTHDAYSMAY BIRTHDAYS
1    Ashley Greene
2    Dorothy Driskill, Buddy Sullivan
3    John Lewis
4    Greg Gwaltney, Teresa McConnell
5    Judy Morris, Jennifer Wyatt
6    Hazel Taylor, Anthony Tillar
7    Ruth Felter
9    Debbie Cribb, Elijah Greene,  
       Sheryl Magee
10  Matt Williams
11  Sandra Pentecost, Linda Pruett
12  Melissa Brockwell, Darlene 
        Williams
13  Kimberly Sasser
15  Chris Farmer
16  Mark Gardner
17 Darryl Eckert
19  Jim Clements
20  Sadie Orr
21  Hannah Alexander, Tish Varnier
22  Kara Felter, Bobby Sasser, Robert 
        Wray
26  Annye Gravitt, Annyston Price
27  Steven Meager
30  Bobbie Tucker

  MARCH BIRTHDAYSMARCH BIRTHDAYS
1    Art Feeback, Lisa Zuskin
2    Steve Price
3    Mike Lohr
4    Lori Gale
5    Dana Eckert
6    Carlene Allen, Larry Griffin,
       Stephen Massie
7    Brenda Miller
8    McKenzie Bozarth
9    Victor Foreman, 
       Mary Kay Hornberger, Kim Surber
10 Deborah Jones, Nicole Meager,
       Linda Williams
11  Judy Tomlin
12  Ryan Gartrell, Ann Whipp
15  Elwood Allen, Gary Lilley
16  Mechelle Stansfield
19  Elizabeth Davis, Katie Wildeus
20  Nicole Komenan
21  Amber Orr, Robert Shipp
23 Jack Brockwell, Charles Pentecost
24  Crystal Hill
25  Tim Blake, Jessica Parrish
27  Bert Foreman
30  Kay Braswell
 

 


