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From the Editor: Two years ago, the WHO declared 
Covid-19 a global pandemic and the first issue of the 
Three Minute ReadTM was published to help busy 
physicians and clinicians to keep abreast of important 
developments. TMR now has published 52 issues with 
284 article summaries from over 75 different sources. 
The articles summarized here acknowledge that the world 
is moving from pandemic to endemic thanks to the 
development of safe, effective vaccines to prevent Covid-
19 and thera-peutics to treat infections. To access the full 
article, just click on the headline. 

Sanofi, GSK to seek 
approval for Covid 
vaccine candidate that 
prevents 100% of hospi-
talizations, Reuters, 2/23/22                                                          

TMR Topline – French drugmaker Sanofi and its British 
partner GlaxoSmithKline are seeking regulatory approval 
for their Covid-19 vaccine to be used as a booster as well 
as a standalone two-dose shot. Early data from the vac-
cine’s late-stage trial showed it was 100% effective 
against severe Covid-19 and hospitalization, with 75% 
efficacy against moderate or severe disease. Sanofi-
GSK’s shot relies on a protein-based approach and is 
easier to store and transport than mRNA vaccines. 

More Work Needed to 
Restore Trust in the Public 
Health System, Says AMA 
President, by Joyce Frieden, 

MedPage Today, 2/24/22   
TMR Topline – In a speech at the National Press Club, 
AMA President Gerald Harmon, MD, blamed the 

“extreme polarization during this crisis”  as “a major 
reason why the U.S. has a far higher death rate from 
Covid-19 compared to other similarly resourced 
countries" and called for five actions the AMA is 
recommending to fix the healthcare system, rebuild trust, 
and better respond to the next public health emergency:                  
1. Enhance state and federal stockpiles of medically 
necessary supplies, and improve the system for acquiring 
and distributing them.                                                                       
2. Increase funding to bolster the nation's diminished 
public health infrastructure.                                                       
3. Learn from the process that led to the rapid-scale 
development of vaccines.                                                                 
4. Continue expanding access to telehealth.                                  
5. Address clinician burnout.                                                           
During a Q&A session, Harmon said that although 
doctors are getting better prepared for the next pandemic, 
"we're also concerned about a workforce shortage…not 
only about physician shortages, but nursing shortages, 
pharmacy shortages, and technician shortages." 

After lifting mask 
mandate, California 
unveils plan to ease 
into next stage of life 
with Covid, by Erin 

Allday, San Francisco 
Chronicle, 2/17/22                                                            
TMR Topline – Speaking from a warehouse in Fontana, 
California Governor Gavin Newsome announced the 
state’s “SMARTER” strategy for coexisting with Covid-19 
long term. The acronym stands for shots, masks, aware-
ness, readiness, testing, education and Rx, shorthand for 
treatments, and addresses how California will respond to 
a virus that “will remain with us for some time, if not 
forever.” The strategy is focused on vaccination and 
boosters, testing, mask-wearing, surveillance of the virus 
in communities, keeping resources at hand to quickly 
respond to new surges, keeping schools open, and 
improving treatments and access to them. It includes an 
education effort to attack misinformation and disinforma-
tion campaigns that have plagued the pandemic 
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response; the state already has created “myth-buster” 
videos. 

TMR’s Take – TMR agrees with the AMA’s recommend-
dations and commends Gov. Newsome for California’s 
proactive approach to coexisting with the coronavirus. 
The locale chosen for his announcement is significant: 
during World War Two, Kaiser Steel was unable to attract 
workers to its new plant in the desert 90 miles east of LA 
due to wage and price controls. In 1942, the War Labor 
Board agreed to allow employers to offer fringe benefits. 
The company did so, and employer-based health 
insurance was born. 

Africa may have been hit harder 
by Covid-19 than anyone knew, 

by Adam Taylor, Washington Post, 
2/18/22                                                           
TMR Topline – Why didn’t the 
pandemic hit low-income African 

nations as hard as wealthy countries in North America 
and Europe? Two new studies provide some clues. One 
suggests that the number of Covid-19 cases in Africa 
may be vastly undercounted while the other found good 
evidence that the number of deaths in one country could 
be significantly undercounted.  “In Africa, 83% of people 
still have not received a single dose,” WHO Director 
General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said at a 
Vaccine Equity for Africa event in Germany. “This is not 
only a moral failure, it is also an epidemiological failure, 
which is creating the ideal conditions for new variants to 
emerge.” As of mid-February, Africa accounted for 2.7% 
of confirmed Covid-19 cases; North America 22% and 
Europe more than 33%. A research team’s seropreval-
ence study found that immunity levels in every nation 
surveyed were far higher than official figures showed and 
estimated that over 65% had some form of immunity to 
Covid-19 by mid-September 2021. With relatively young 
populations that are less likely to see serious illness from 
the coronavirus, Africa wasn’t miraculously spared from 
the pandemic, but may have had up to 800 million cases 
with about two-thirds of them asymptomatic.  

Over 5 Million Kids 
Have Been Orphaned 
From Covid-19, 
Estimates Show, by Lei 

Lei Wu, MedPage Today, 
2/24/22                                                                          
TMR Topline – The CDC’s Covid-19 International Task 

Force estimates that by October 2021 over 5.2 million 
children have been orphaned or have lost a caregiver. 
From March 2020 through October 2021, an estimated 
491,300 children ages 0 to 4 years, 736,800 children 
ages 5 to 9 years, and 2,146,700 children ages 10 to 17 
years old experienced a caregiver loss due to Covid-19. 
In the U.S., real-time estimates show that just over 
200,000 children have lost a primary caregiver (either one 
or both of their parents or custodial grandparents). 
Overall, the countries with the highest rates of orphan-
hood per 1,000 children were Peru (8.28 per 1,000) and 
South Africa (7.22 per 1,000). These figures illustrate a 
"heartbreaking hidden pandemic" for children, the Task 
Force noted in Lancet Child & Adolescent Health.  

Younger children and teenagers face different challenges 
as pandemic orphans. "Younger bereaved children need 
immediate full-time nurturing and ongoing support for 
early childhood development,” while teenagers may face 
higher risks of sexual violence, pregnancy, and 
household poverty. Vaccine scarcity and financial strain 
may contribute to orphanhood in lower-income nations. 
The research team acknowledged a major caveat to the 
study: "The most important limitation is that our estimates 
are generated by modeling and thus cannot measure 
actual numbers of children affected by parent or caregiver 
death. Future pandemic responses should include 
surveillance of numbers of children affected for every 
parental and caregiver death, to track needs for services 
and provide referral platforms." 

WHO announces 2nd 
hub for training 
countries to make 
Covid vaccines, by 

Manopina Maddipatla, 
Reuters, 2/23/21                                                           
TMR Topline – The WHO has set up a hub in South 
Korea to train low- and middle-income countries to 
produce their own vaccines and therapies. It joins the 
Cape Town, South Africa technology transfer hub set up 
last year to give companies from poor and middle-income 
countries the expertise to produce Covid-19 vaccines 
based on mRNA technology. Located outside Seoul, it 
will provide workforce training to produce products such 
as vaccines, insulin, monoclonal antibodies.  

TMR’s Take – The world is moving from pandemic to 
endemic, recognizing that Covid-19 will not be eliminated 
anytime soon.  
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