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Family Matters
Welcome Back, Christmas Pageant!

One of the first things I was told 
when I came to Grace Church was 
that the annual Christmas 

Pageant was truly a spectacle to behold. 
Sadly, the pandemic scuttled our plans in 
2020, and although Brianna McCarty and 
team heroically managed a fantastic hybrid 
production, everyone was eager to return 
to full scale in 2021. And we were not 
disappointed. With a cast of around 50, a 
dozen or so parent volunteers, meticulous 
planning, and plenty of rehearsal, the team 
produced a pageant that both kept us safe 
and soared once again to its usual heights. 
It was every bit the holy extravaganza I had 
been so eagerly waiting to experience.

—Father Chris

Above, a host of angels (l-r): Elyse 
Murdoch, Bayley Allred, Audrey 
McCarty, Aria Bay. Above right, three 
magi (l-r): Morris Stuckey, Amelia 
Headley, Cyrus Hill. At right, Ella 
Kim (Mary) holds baby Jesus (George 
McCarty) as Joseph (Nadal Bay) looks 
on. Photos by Brianna McCarty and 
Elisabetta Coletti.

The cast and crew gather for a post-pageant group shot.

The Gingerbuild Returns 
A handful of families revived a Grace 
Church tradition, gathering in mid-
December to build gingerbread houses 
and raise funds for CHiPS. Below, 
Margot Joyce (left) and Charlotte 
Balkan show off their handiwork.
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Qs for Clergy… 
In our first confirmation class this 
February, Henry Solmo-Brewer 
asked: “Is Baptism the most important 
event in the life of the Church?”

Father Chris responds: Let’s say at the 
very least that Baptism is the most 
important event in the life of each 
individual Christian, because 
Baptism is our adoption into the 
holy family we call Church. Our 
Book of Common Prayer was revised in 
1979 to emphasize the importance 
of Baptism. It says that: “Holy 
Baptism is full initiation by water 
and the Holy Spirit into Christ’s 
Body the Church,” and that “The 
bond which God establishes in 
Baptism is indissoluble.” (p. 298) I 
think that’s an amazing statement. 
It affirms that no matter what 
happens, nothing can “separate us 
from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus.” (Rom 8:39) But there are 
other events we might consider just 
as important, if not the most 
important, in the life of the Church. 
The first is the Eucharist, or 
Communion, when we gather to 
share the bread and wine that we 
believe makes us one with Christ 
and each other, and gives us a taste 
of life in God’s kingdom. Another 
candidate for most important event 
would be Easter. This is of course 
the Church’s annual celebration of 
God’s raising Jesus from the dead. 
Without the resurrection, there 
would be no Church, and the 
promise of Easter—that we, too will 
be raised up into divine life at the 
last day—is what gives us hope and 
strength to proclaim the Gospel in a 
world that really needs to hear it. 
It’s hard to think of something 
more important than that!

Tales of  Two Nutcrackers 
This December, not one but two Grace parishioners, Audrey McCarty and 
Cameron Farrell, graced local stages in productions of Tchaikovsky’s 
timeless ballet The Nutcracker. Family Matters tracked down the two 
stars to get their impressions on the experience.

“I've been in the Joffrey ballet dance program for three years. Before Junior 
year I was moved up to the first company (of three) and after auditions, I 
was awarded the role of being the Nutcracker. I learned to tap into my skills 
as an actor as well as my dancing technique; the experience was lovely, the 
class that I'm in is the best I could ask for and I got closer to other classmates 
through dancing on stage with them and just hanging out backstage and in 
between rehearsals. It was wonderful.” —Cameron Farrell (above, right)

“My Mom asked me if I wanted to [be in the show], and I said ‘yes I really do!’ 
In my mind I was saying ‘Hooray! Hooray!’ Once we got to the theater I was 
like ‘this is real.’ I was surprised by how it looked and felt to be in a real theater. 
[Afterwards] I felt super good, I was holding like six containers of flowers…
and got a pizza party!” —Audrey McCarty (above, center)


