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"Listen to my people as they walk. Listen to my people 

as they journey."  Long ago when I was in college, while 

walking a labyrinth in prayer, this phrase floated into my 

head. I entered the  

labyrinth, an ancient  prayer 

path with one way in and 

the same way out, with the 

question: "God, what should I do with my life?" As I sat in the center, 

the place you are said to be in the heart of God, the sound of the 

people walking the labyrinth with me became so loud, and then this 

phrase floated into my head.  "Listen to my people as they walk. Listen 

to my people as they journey." It was a profound experience of God. 

My life since has been a journey to live that call. As your Pastor, it has 

been my honor and joy to listen to you as you journey through life,  

to listen with you to where God is at work in your life.  

 

We all are on a journey with God, walking this way of love.  I've come to see the labyrinth as a 

metaphor for our life journey with God. If you trace the path on the labyrinth shown here, you will 

see that there are moments you seem to be drawing close to the center, to the heart of God, and 

you are, only to make another turn and move further away. Sometimes you feel so far away only 

to take a few more steps and arrive unexpectedly at the heart of things.  No matter where you 

are, you are on your way to connect with God, or to bring the fruits of that connection back out 

into the world.  The path is the point, the journey is where the joy is found.  

 

It is transformative when we stop and take time to pay attention to God's presence and guidance 

on our journeys. It is profoundly moving when we stop and take time to listen to others stories of 

their journeys and learn from one another.   

 

This Lent,  as we Journey the Way of Love,  you are invited to do just that, to stop and pay  

attention to God at work in your life and in the lives of your siblings in Christ.  This Lent we begin 

intentional small groups.  We will meet at St. Mark after worship on Sundays or on Thursdays at 

10am at the Moorings.  These small groups will engage you in questions and conversation around 

the 7 practices of the Way of Love: Turn, Pray, Learn, Bless,  Rest, Worship and Go. You don't 

have to know anything.  You don't have to be anything other than who you are. Together we will 

stop and pay attention to where we've been meeting God on this journey of life. Together we will 

listen to our own stories and also the stories of one another to learn from and be inspired by each 

other.  

 

I pray that you will say yes to this opportunity.  And that as we make this journey through Lent, 

you too will know the joy of meeting God as we listen to our lives and one another as we walk the 

path of faith. Groups begin the week of March 6. Contact the church office for more information 

and to sign up! 

 

Peace,  

Pr.  Christie  
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Worship with us in person 

Sundays at 10am 

 

Or  Worship online with us 

on Facebook Live at 10am 

 https://www.facebook.com/StMarkLutheranIL/   

then posted later to our YouTube Channel  

https://tinyurl.com/stmarkmpyoutube. 
 

We look forward to worshipping with you. 

Holy Communion 

 

Holy Communion is celebrated each week at worship. Individual 

Communion cups, for your use at home, with wine or juice and bread, 

are available for pickup or local delivery.   Gluten free  

options are also available.  Please contact the Church Office by email 

at stmarkmp@stmarkmp.org or by phone at 847-253-0631  

to order yours.  

Wednesday, March 2 

In Person Worship at  

11am & 7pm 
 

Online on Facebook 

Live at 11am, later 

posted to YouTube 

MARDI GRAS POTLUCK DINNER 

 

Celebrate Mardi Gras On 

Tuesday March 1, 2022 

5:45 pm. In Fellowship Hall 
 

We are asking families to bring a dish to share. 

Last name begins with 

A-M: Bring a pasta or meat dish 

N-Z: Bring either a salad or dessert 
 

Pop, coffee, & lemonade will be provided. A 

Short Palm Burning Service will conclude the 

evening.  

Do. 

Church. 

Anywhere. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001V4JzEdt14G0_MbphC8dDEi5MWuhu1bT1EF6gaJR9XEgC2UPDOLHWWEo4BlEkTficXFlBuXU4THN4N8ahtp6ux77Gh6Lf1sbjDOutumTdYqdozgjOykf-RjI_J559mZM7e4SSZz5qRr_Bzy9_x1UAXMP49IAoVz7oOirjGuEqBPp7HoO6O9hqhJ0IJbLedR7d1sGzTHDELuY=&c=Pyiu0kLW7HPa__wKrrCQf
https://tinyurl.com/stmarkmpyoutube
mailto:stmarkmp@stmarkmp.org
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Small Groups at St. Mark 

We are forming small groups for adult faith formation at St. Mark. The first session begins 

in March. Groups will meet on Thursdays at 10am at the Moorings and Sundays after 

worship. We are using the Way of Love curriculum from the Episcopal Church to foster 

conversation and deepening the practice of our faith Monday-Saturday. Each session will 

begin with a short video followed by time for conversation with your small group. You 

can sign up on the sign-up sheet in the narthex or by contacting one of the group  

leaders, Deacon David or Pastor Christie. You can choose your group or ask to be  

assigned to one.  
  

Sunday group leaders are Linda Olson, Eve Smith,  Jeanne Kueter and Steve Rusk. These 

Groups will meet on 3/6, 3/13, 3/20, 3/27, 4/3, 4/24, 5/1. 
  

Thursday group leader is Deacon David. This group meets on 3/10, 3/17, 3/24, 3/31, 4/7, 

4/28, 5/5. 
  

More info about the Way of Love: https://www.episcopalchurch.org/way-of-love/ 

Short intro video about the series: https://www.episcopalchurch.org/video/traveling-the-way-of-love-

season-one/?wchannelid=wkxcjht52w&wmediaid=trfrpfx6q1 

Overview video for the series: https://www.episcopalchurch.org/video/traveling-the-way-of-love-season

-one/?wchannelid=wkxcjht52w&wmediaid=b1l0elf3jd 

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/way-of-love/
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/video/traveling-the-way-of-love-season-one/?wchannelid=wkxcjht52w&wmediaid=trfrpfx6q1
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/video/traveling-the-way-of-love-season-one/?wchannelid=wkxcjht52w&wmediaid=trfrpfx6q1
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/video/traveling-the-way-of-love-season-one/?wchannelid=wkxcjht52w&wmediaid=b1l0elf3jd
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/video/traveling-the-way-of-love-season-one/?wchannelid=wkxcjht52w&wmediaid=b1l0elf3jd
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Caregiver Support Group 

Are you doing the important and  

challenging work of providing care for a 

loved one? Are you looking for mutual  

support in the midst of that? Join our  

Caregiver Support Group meeting  

Tuesday, March 1 and  April 5 at noon 

in the Great Room. Bring your own lunch.  

Questions?  Contact Pastor Christie.  

 

 
Walk the Gym 

Come walk the St. Mark gym!  Thursdays 

from 10am to 12noon ! Bring your friends 

and get your steps in away from  

the elements! 
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Lent Daily Devotional 

 

Interested in a daily devotion for Lent? Request a copy of this Living the 

Way of Love 40 Day Devotional by calling the church office. Suggested  

donation of $5.  Kindle version available on Amazon.com. 

Good Friday Artwork 
Help us tell the story of Jesus’ last hours and death on the cross. Put 

your artistic abilities to use creating an image for a part of the story 

of the crucifixion. Contact Pastor Christie to sign up. 

After Lent comes 

Holy Week! 

Save the dates: 

Palm Sunday, April 10 

Maundy Thursday, April 14 

Good Friday, April 15 

Easter Sunday, April 17 
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“Eternal Lord of love, behold your church 

walking once more the pilgrim way of Lent, 

led by your cloud by day, by night your fire, 

moved by your love and toward your presence bent: 

far off yet here—the goal of all desire.” 

(ELW #321, vs. 1) 

 

Many sacred and secular songs speak of love.  The song may be upbeat of even a ballad.  Even our hymns 

lead us to appreciate the love of God.  The text above is taken from one of my favorite Lenten hymns.  

It speaks of love being our final “goal” in the midst of life.  We strive to give our talents and gifts for the 

One who made the great sacrifice on the cross.  I encourage you to let the text above settle in during 

these weeks of Lent.  I also encourage you to consider just how much the word “love” appears in our 

Lenten hymns.  You might be surprised of the importance of the love we sing about each week.  Peace 

to you on your Lenten journey! 

 
Tim 

Thoughts from the Loft 

 

 
 
 
 

The Winter Farmers Market is back in the 
Center on the second and fourth  

Saturdays of the month from  
9am-12:30pm through May.  
March dates: March 12 & 26 

 

Senior Lunch 

Bunch  
(or anyone who would 

like to join us) 

 
Thursday, March 17 at 1:00 pm 

Club Casa Cafe  

(353 N. River Rd., Des Plaines) 

 

Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day with 

 a Cod Fish Fry 

$20 per person 

Includes Fried Fish, home chips, cole slaw, 

non alcohol beverage, tax and tip 

 
   

RSVP with cash or check made out to  

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

 to Marilyn Gosell by  

Monday, March 14th 

847-508-5512 or gosell94@wowway.com 

 

Wear Something GREEN 

mailto:gosell94@wowway.com
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CONGREGATIONAL CARE – We Can All Do More 
 

All of the necessary adjustments we have had to make in 

everyday life due to COVID have made us aware that we 

should have a more complete program of Congregational 

Care at St. Mark.  We have had some members who have 

volunteered time to remain in contact with one another, but 

a more organized approach is needed.  
 

A Congregational Care Committee is being organized that 

can better assess needs and provide care options for the 

members of our St. Mark family.  Some of the current  

programs that need refining are home visits, phone contact, news distribution, worship 

opportunities, prayer chain, flower delivery and rides for medical appointments.  There 

must be other ways in which we can be of service.  Other suggestions would be  

appreciated. 
 

Your help is needed to organize this program or help us carryout the goals that are being 

set.  Please contact Judy Fell, 224-520-1578, if you would be interested in helping us take 

better care of one another. 
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BOOK CLUB 

We meet to discuss 

the selected book on 

the 4th Monday of each 

month at 1:00 PM in 

the Great Room.  

If you'd like to be part 

of the group, please join 

us! All are welcome! Contact Nancy Snell 

for more information (847-431-9116 or 

604snell@gmail.com). 

 

 

 

 
 

2022 BOOK SELECTIONS 

March 28 - The Turn of the Key  

by Ruth Ware  

April 25 - American Dirt  

by Jeanne Cummins  

May 23 - Hum If You Don't Know the Words 

by Bianca Marais 

June 27- All Adults Here  

by Emma Straub  

There will be NO Wednesday  

Bible Study during Lent. 

 

Please join a Lenten Small Group to be 

held at St. Mark on Sundays following  

worship (starting March 6) or at the  

Moorings on Thursdays at 10am (starting 

March 10) 

Fair Trade items- 

coffee, tea, chocolate, olive oil, etc- 

will be on sale Sunday, March 27 

Help Needed! Are you 

willing to be an usher, pass 

out communion, or read for 

Sunday worship? Willing to 

learn how to do sound or  

monitor video to be backup 

in those areas? We need 

YOU to help make worship 

happen! Contact Sharon 

Blazek or Pastor Christie to 

sign up. 

Daylight  

Savings Time  

Begins Sunday,  

March 13 

 

Remember to set 

your clocks ahead 

one hour before you 

go to bed on  

Saturday, March 12th 

mailto:604snell@gmail.com
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Lutheran/Catholic Women’s  

33rd Annual  

Morning of Dialogue & Prayer 

“Women of Peace” 

Saturday, March 12 

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, Oak Lawn 

 Keynote: Rev. Jane Perkolup 

  Homilist: Dcn. Gerald Nora 

    Cost $20, includes lunch  

          Masks required  

      For info or to register  

   contact Sandie by March 5 

    mcswotreas@gmail.com  

         or  847-966-4871 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Ladies Night Out…At The Movies 

Friday April 22, 2022 

7:00 pm 

In The Great Room 
 

Movie to be announced 
 

Keeping Social distance & still  

enjoying ourselves.   

Popcorn, appetizers, and  

beverages provided. 
 

Come and Enjoy the Fellowship. 

On Sunday, February 13 we welcomed 4 new 

members into our congregation.  Be sure to greet 

these new members when you see them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sue & Tom McIlvoy 
We are from the St. Louis area. We have moved 

around—Texas, Mississippi, Georgia, Pennsylvania, 

and Ohio. We moved here to be by our daughter 

and her family (2 blocks away). Tom plays golf and 

we both want to get back into pickleball. We like 

cards, travel and eating out.  We hope to explore 

Chicago more. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jeannie & Les Weber 

We are both retired and we both like to read. Les 

is writing a book about Lutheran social ministry. 

Jeannie loves to garden. We have 2 married sons 

who live in the city of Chicago. 

mailto:mcswotreas@gmail.com
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Baby Steps 
By:  Deacon David Webb 

 
In my last article, I reflected on the small miracles of watching something grow.  

The big thing in our house right now are baby steps.  Sam is walking and so our 

spiritual practice of watching him grow has taken on a new dimension.  Taking 

baby steps is one of those things people encourage you to do when you’re  

having a hard time with something.  “Just take baby steps…” they say.  Well I’m 

here to tell you we’ve forgotten just how hard baby steps can be.  Watching  

little Sam figure out how to stand, get his standing balance, and then slowly over 

three or four months figure out the mechanics of walking, I have a new found 

appreciation for the chaos, courage, awkwardness, power, repeated  

failure, and sheer determination that are all part of “baby steps.”  It’s given 

me newfound encouragement for the road ahead as we walk together into 

unknown territory, weary from the on-going pandemic that continues to  

demand everything we have.  It seems like every week we are falling on our 

butts, regaining our bearings, and then getting up again.  Thankfully little Sam 

has done it fifteen times in the last hour, so I know it can be done.  

  

The other thing I’ve been thinking about is how much the WOW! kids love 

parading around.  Most of them have mastered the art of walking, running, 

skipping, jumping, cart wheeling, etc. when they are getting from one place to 

another, but what they haven’t done is lost their pure enjoyment of walking 

and parading.  After WOW! each week we take our battery operated  
candles, ribbon wands, noise makers or whatever accessory best  

compliments our procession (church word for parade) and we process 

around the church.  They think it’s the best.  I do too.  I don’t have all the 

words yet to understand why it’s so good, but maybe I don’t need them.  

The kids’ joy and my joy will guide us and help us continue in the way.  

  

So with all this in my head and in my heart, I’m ready to journey into Lent, maybe with a little  

hesitation, but if my WOW! kids are ready and leading the way I’ll put one dangerous, chaotic, wild 

baby step right in front of another.  If you want to join in the walk, you’re welcome to join us.  We 

aren’t quite sure where we’re going, but we know Jesus’ love is leading as we go.  Amen. 
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Open Registration for the 2022-2023 

School Year at St Mark Preschool &  

Enrichment Center continues!  
We have limited spots available in our Threes and 

Fours Preschool/Day Care and are wait listing  

Kindergarten Enrichment – please visit our website: 

www.stmarkpreschoolcares.org to learn more.  

Tours are available by appointment only: please call 

847.873.1110 or email Allison Finnegan: 

 afinnegan@stmarkpreschoolmp.org .  

Thank you and we look forward to meeting you!  

 

 

NOW HIRING! 
Seeking a qualified Preschool Teacher to lead in our 

Threes room. Experience required.  10 hours a week 

(Tuesday and Thursday mornings) or up to 30 hours 

(Monday through Friday). Immediate start. We are also 

interviewing for substitute teachers and aides. 

Please call or email Allison Finnegan, Director, St Mark 

Preschool & Enrichment Center at: 

847-873-1110 or afinnegan@stmarkpreschoolmp.org 

Thank you for the lovely flowers and to Judy 

Fell for delivering them. I enjoyed our little 

chat. They certainly brightened up a dreary, 

winter day. Hoping everyone is staying well. 

Thank you again !  

      Carole Hauslein 

 

 

Dear St Mark Friends, 

Thank you for the beautiful flowers in  

remembrance of my birthday. Your  

thoughtfulness is sincerely appreciated and 

remembered always.  

     Patricia Garbarino 

 
 

To St. Mark: 

Thank you so much for the beautiful flowers 

that someone delivered to me.  It was so 

thoughtful and I truly appreciated receiving 

them prior to my birthday. 

Best Wishes, 

Marilyn Hoffman 

 

http://www.stmarkpreschoolcares.org
mailto:afinnegan@stmarkpreschoolmp.org
mailto:afinnegan@stmarkpreschoolmp.org
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ST. MARK WOMEN OF THE ELCA 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF SERVICE PROGRAM 

 

Disasters often make it impossible for families to gather belongings before fleeing danger.  In many  

cases, poverty or disaster make it impossible for families to provide supplies needed for basic health 

care.  

 

Due to COVID restrictions, the Women of St. Mark were unable to hold the usual School and Person-

al Care Kit collections last year.  In lieu of this activity, we did donate funds to Lutheran World Relief 

to help with shipping costs for kits that they had on hand. 

 

During Lent this year we will be collecting items to be used in the Personal Care Kits.  WE CAN 

ONLY USE THE EXACT ITEMS THAT ARE REQUESTED BY LWR.  All items must be in 

by April 24. 

 

The congregation is invited to assist in assembling the kits after the Bar-B-Q lunch that is 

held as part of our annual “Rachel’s Day " observance on May 1.  

 

ALL DONATIONS CAN BE PLACED IN THE COLLECTION BOX LOCATED IN THE 

NARTHEX.   

 

PERSONAL CARE KIT ITEMS 

 Bath Towels  (dark color recommended) Hair combs with wide teeth 

 Bath size bars of soap    Nail Clippers with file attached  

Hair combs with wide teeth 

 

We are able to purchase some of these items in bulk at a more reasonable cost.  If you 

prefer to contribute funds toward the purchase of these items, please place your gift in a 

pew envelope marked for WELCA Kits. 
 

Note:  We are waiting to hold our school kit assembly in the fall so supplies can be purchased at a 

more reasonable price during the annual before school sales.  They will be assembled at the “God’s 

Work, Our Hands” day of service. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
12pm  Caregivers Support 
Group 
5:45pm  Mardi Gras 
Potluck Dinner  

2 
ASH WEDNESDAY 
11am  Worship 
4:30pm  WOW 
6pm  PHS Feeder BB 
7pm Worship 

3 
10am  Qigong Exercise 
10am  Walk  the Gym 
6:30pm  Bell Choir 
7pm Vocal Choir 

4 
 

5 
 

6 

1st Sunday in Lent 
10am Worship in the 
Sanctuary 
& Live on Facebook    
Later posted on 
YouTube 
Following Worship:  
Lenten Small Groups  

7 
12:30pm  Bridge Club 
4pm  PADS Meals 
4:30pm  FaithWalk 
 

8 
7pm  Worship & Music 

9 
4:30pm  WOW 
7pm Midweek Lenten 
Worship 
 
 
 

10 
10am  Lenten Small 
Group at the Moorings 
10am  Qigong Exercise 
10am  Walk  the Gym 
6:30pm  Bell Choir 
7pm Vocal Choir 
 
 
 
 

11 
 
 
 

12 
9am  Winter  
Farmers Market 
 
 
 

13 

2nd Sunday in Lent 
10am Worship in the 
Sanctuary 
& Live on Facebook    
Later posted on 
YouTube 
Following Worship:  
Lenten Small Groups  

14 
4pm  PADS Meals 
4:30pm  FaithWalk 

15 
7pm  Church Council 

16 
9am  Quilting 
11am  Bible Study 
4:30pm  WOW 
7pm Midweek Lenten 
Worship 

17 
10am  Lenten Small 
Group at the Moorings 
10am  Fit 4 Fun Exercise  
10am  Walk the Gym 
1pm  Senior Lunch Bunch 
6:30pm  Bell Choir 
7pm Vocal Choir 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
3rd Sunday in Lent 
10am Worship in the 
Sanctuary 
& Live on Facebook    
Later posted on 
YouTube 
Following Worship:  
Lenten Small Groups  

21 

4pm  PADS Meals 
NO FaithWalk  
 

22 
9am  Quilting 

23 
11am  Bible Study  
NO WOW 
7pm Midweek Lenten 
Worship 

24 
10am  Lenten Small 
Group at the Moorings 
10am  Fit 4 Fun Exercise 
10am  Walk the Gym 
6:30pm  Bell Choir 
7pm Vocal Choir 

25 
 

26 
9am  Winter  
Farmers Market 

27 
4th Sunday in Lent 
10am Worship in the 
Sanctuary 
& Live on Facebook    
Later posted on 
YouTube 
Following Worship:  
Lenten Small Groups  

28 
1pm  Book Club 
4pm  PADS Meals 
4:30pm FaithWalk 

29 
 

30 
11am  Bible Study  
NO WOW 
7pm Midweek Lenten 
Worship 

31 
10am  Lenten Small 
Group at the Moorings 
10am  Fit 4 Fun Exercise 
10am  Walk the Gym 
1pm  Senior Lunch Bunch 
6:30pm  Bell Choir 
7pm Vocal Choir 

  

       

2022 



St. Mark Lutheran Church 

847/253-0631 

Fax:  847/253-5387 

Email:  stmarkmp@stmarkmp.org 

Website: stmarkmp.org 
 

Staff  

Pastor    Rev. Christie Webb cwebb@stmarkmp.org 

Music Director   Timothy Spelbring tspelbring@stmarkmp.org 

Parish Administrator  Nancy Hundley  nhundley@stmarkmp.org 

Office Administrator   Jill Galyon  jgalyon@stmarkmp.org 

Youth & Family Ministry  Deacon David Webb dwebb@stmarkmp.org 
 

Sunday Worship:  10am In person and on Facebook Live  

then posted later to YouTube 

Online: Check our Facebook page or our YouTube Channel  

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/StMarkLutheranIL/ 

YouTube Channel:  https://tinyurl.com/stmarkmpyoutube. 
 

Youth Christian Education  

WOW(3yrs through 5th grade):  Wednesdays 4:30-5:30pm 

FaithWalk (Confirmation for 6th through 8th grade):  Mondays 4:30-6pm  

Contact Deacon David for all Youth Program details  
 

Adult Christian Education 

Bible Study:  On break during Lent 

Small Groups:  Sundays following worship & Thursdays at the Moorings at 10am 
 
 

Church Office Hours 

M-Th 8:30am-4:30pm, F 8:30am-12noon 

Call ahead to be sure someone will be available to greet you. 
 

St. Mark Preschool & Enrichment Center 

847/873-1110 

Web:  stmarkpreschoolcares.org 
 

Preschool Director Allison Finnegan afinnegan@stmarkpreschoolmp.org 

 St. Mark Lutheran Church 

200 South Wille Street 

Mount Prospect, Illinois 

60056-3121 
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Susan Supergan 
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001V4JzEdt14G0_MbphC8dDEi5MWuhu1bT1EF6gaJR9XEgC2UPDOLHWWEo4BlEkTficXFlBuXU4THN4N8ahtp6ux77Gh6Lf1sbjDOutumTdYqdozgjOykf-RjI_J559mZM7e4SSZz5qRr_Bzy9_x1UAXMP49IAoVz7oOirjGuEqBPp7HoO6O9hqhJ0IJbLedR7d1sGzTHDELuY=&c=Pyiu0kLW7HPa__wKrrCQf
https://tinyurl.com/stmarkmpyoutube

