
“WELCOME TO THE MOTHER CHURCH”

“Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise. Give thanks unto Him and
bless His name”

Psalm 100:4

Grace and Peace to you from God on this Easter Sunday (Resurrection Sunday).

On behalf of the Clergy, Wardens, Vestry and People of God, welcome to the historic African
Episcopal Church of St. Thomas, founded in 1792 as the first black Episcopal Church in the
U.S.A. The first rector of this historic parish, The Rev. Fr. Absalom Jones was also the first black
Episcopal priest in the nation.

Our parish boldly proclaims the reconciling Gospel of Jesus Christ. We are an active, mission-
minded and growing church family. Whoever you are and wherever you may find yourself on your
spiritual journey of faith, you are always welcomed at St. Thomas’ Church, where we are joyfully
and enthusiastically committed to Jesus’ message of love, hope, prayer, acceptance and faith.
Today, as you worship in this place, may you experience and feel the presence of the Lord, and may
you leave feeling renewed, refreshed and revived..
                                                                       

Faithfully,

Martini Shaw +

(The Very Rev. Canon) Martini Shaw,
17th Rector and
Dean of the Schuylkill Deanery



Easter Sunday
The Resurrection of Our Lord

April 17, 2022
10:00 am

Celebrant and Homilist: The Very Rev. Canon Martini Shaw
Assisting: The Rev. Fr. Gerald Collins

         Music Ministry - The St. Thomas Chancel Choir, The St. Thomas Gospel Choir 
& St. Thomas Jazz Ensemble

Dance Ministry- The St. Thomas Angels in Motion
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

ORDER OF SERVICE 
 The Prelude                                                                                                                                    St. Thomas Jazz Ensemble 
   

The Easter Acclamation “Alleluia. Christ is Risen!”
Response: “He is risen indeed, Alleluia!”   

 The Opening Hymn “Jesus Christ is Risen Today”                                                                                 1982 Hymnal 207
1) Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia! 2) Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!
our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! unto Christ, our heav'nly King, Alleluia!
who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!
suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia!

3) But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! 4) Sing we to our God above, Alleluia!
our salvation have procured; Alleluia! praise eternal as his love; Alleluia!
now above the sky he's King, Alleluia! praise him, all ye heav'nly host, Alleluia!
where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 
 
 A Word of Welcome                                                                                                                                             T he Rector

 The Opening Salutation“Alleluia. Christ is Risen!”   
Response: “He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!

 The Collect for Purity 
 Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires are known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.      Amen.

 The Gloria in excelsis                                                                              St. Thomas Chancel Choir
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and

Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus  Christ, only Son of the

Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have  mercy on us; you are seated at the right

hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are   the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the

Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy  Spirit, in the glory of God the  Father. Amen.

The Proclamation of the Word 

The Collect of the Day

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.



Celebrant: Let us pray.

O God, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son to the death of the cross, and by his glorious

resurrection delivered us from the power of our enemy: Grant us so to die daily to sin, that we may evermore live

with him in the joy of his resurrection; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The First Reading: Isaiah 65:17-25                                                                                         Brandon Barksdale

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah

I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not be remembered or come to mind. But

be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating; for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a

delight.

I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and delight in my people; no more shall the sound of weeping be heard  in it, or the cry

of distress. No more shall there be in it an infant that lives but a few days, or an old person who does not live out

a lifetime; for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth, and one who falls short of a hundred will

be considered accursed.

They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. They shall not build and

another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, and

my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands.

They shall not labor in vain, or bear children for calamity; for they shall be offspring blessed by   the Lord-and their

descendants as well. Before they call I will answer,while they are yet speaking   I will hear.

 The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, the lion shall eat straw like the ox; but the serpent- its  food shall be dust!

They shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, says the Lord.

 Reader: The Word of the Lord.

 People: Thanks be to God.

 The Psalm: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24                                                                                                      Laila Halton

 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; *

  his mercy endures for ever.

 Let Israel now proclaim, *

  “His mercy endures for ever.”

 The Lord is my strength and my song, *

  and he has become my salvation.

 There is a sound of exultation and victory *

  in the tents of the righteous:



 “The right hand of the Lord has triumphed! *

  the right hand of the Lord is exalted!

  the right hand of the Lord has triumphed!”

 I shall not die, but live, *

  and declare the works of the Lord.

 The Lord has punished me sorely, *

  but he did not hand me over to death.

 Open for me the gates of righteousness; *

  I will enter them; 

  I will offer thanks to the Lord.
“This is the gate of the Lord; *

  he who is righteous may enter.”

 I will give thanks to you, for you answered me *

  and have become my salvation.

 The same stone which the builders rejected *

  has become the chief cornerstone.

 This is the Lord’s doing, *

  and it is marvelous in our eyes.

 On this day the Lord has acted; *

  we will rejoice and be glad in it.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:19-26                                                                                   Channing Wells

A Reading from Paul's letter to the Corinthians.

If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died.  For since death came

through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has also come through a human being; for as all die in Adam,

so all will be made alive in Christ. But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those who

belong to Christ. Then comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father, after he has destroyed

every ruler and every authority and  power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The

last enemy to be destroyed is death.

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.



The Gradual Hymn - “ Lift Him Up”                                                LEVAS # 159

1) How to reach the masses, *men of ev'ry birth, 2) Oh! the world is hungry for the Living Bread,

For an answer Jesus gave the key: Lift the Savior up for them to see;

“And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, Trust Him, and do not doubt the words that He said,

Will draw all men unto Me.” “I’ll draw all men unto Me.” [Refrain]

Refrain:
Lift Him up, (Lift the precious Savior up),

Lift Him up, (Lift the precious Savior up),

Still He speaks from eternity:

“And I, if I be lifted up from the earth,

Will draw all men unto Me.”

The Holy Gospel: Luke 24:1-12                                                                                                            Fr. Collins

 Priest: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.

 People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

 On the first day of the week, at early dawn, the women who had come with Jesus from Galilee    came to the tomb,

taking the spices that they had prepared. They found the stone rolled away from   the tomb, but when they went in,

they did not find the body. While they were perplexed about this,   suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood

beside them. The women were terrified and bowed   their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, "Why do

you look for the living among the   dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was

still in Galilee, that   the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise

again."   Then they remembered his words, and returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and   to all

the rest. Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other     women with them who

told this to the apostles. But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and   they did not believe them. But Peter got

up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw   the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed

at what had happened.

 Priest: The Gospel of the Lord.

 People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

 The Homily Hymn - “He Rose”                                                                                                         LEVAS # 40

1 They crucified my Savior 2 Joseph begged his body

And nailed him to the cross. And laid it in the tomb.

They crucified my Savior Joseph begged his body

And nailed him to the cross. And laid it in the tomb. .

They crucified my Savior Joseph begged his body

And nailed him to the cross And laid it in the tomb..

And the Lord will bear my spirit home. And the Lord will bear my spirit home.

[Refrain]

Refrain:
He 'rose, he 'rose, he 'rose from the dead,

He 'rose, he 'rose, he 'rose from the dead.

He 'rose, he 'rose, he 'rose from the dead,

And the Lord shall bear my spirit home.



The Homily                                                                                                                                            The Rector

 

 The Call to Christian Discipleship

 The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 

God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.

 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy 

Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the                      

             Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.

 He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 

 Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen

The Prayers of the People                                                                                                         Thomas Lynch, V

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;

That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;

That your Name nay be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;

That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;

 That our works may find favor in your sight.

 Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;

 That they may be delivered from their distress.

 Give to the departed eternal rest;

 Let light perpetual shine upon them.

 



We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;

 May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

The Concluding Collect                                     The Celebrant

The Confession                               BCP 360

Celebrant: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in ds. But if we confess our sins,

God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Let us kneel and confess

our sins against God and our neighbor.

(Silence is kept)

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 

   word, and deed, by what we have done, and what we have left undone, We 

   have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

   ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son, 

   Jesus  Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will 

   and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. AMEN. 

The Absolution                                                                                                                                 The Celebrant 

 Celebrant: Almighty God, have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord, Jesus Christ,

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. AMEN.

The Peace

 Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.

 People: And also with you.

The Ministry of Dance                                                                                     The St. Thomas Angels in Motion

The Holy Eucharist

 The Offertory Sentence and Offering 

 The Offertory Musical Selection                                                        St. Thomas Gospel Choir

 The Great Thanksgiving

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator

of heaven and earth.

 For our sins he was lifted high upon the cross, that he might draw the whole world to himself; and, by his

suffering and death, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who put their trust in him.



 Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven,

who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Celebrant and People

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 

your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 

Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

 The Celebrant: Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and,  when we had

fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal

Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

 He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for

the whole world.

 On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had

given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 

“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this,

all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of

sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

 Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen.          

Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling

his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

 Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and

drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and

serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your

eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit

all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN

The Lord’s Prayer
 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

 



People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen.

 The Breaking of the Bread

Celebrant: Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;

People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

 The Agnus Dei

Celebrant: Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world

People: Have mercy upon us.

Celebrant: Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world

People: Have mercy upon us.

Celebrant: Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world

People: Grant us thy peace.

Let us pray: We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own

righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so  much as to gather up the crumbs

under thy Table. But  thou art the same Lord, whose  property is always to have mercy; Grant us therefore,

gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh  of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies

may be made  clean by his body, and our souls washed through his most precious blood, and that we may

evermore dwell in him, and he in us. AMEN

 The Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,

and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Post Communion Prayer

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior

Jesus Christ, and you have fed us spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now

into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and

singleness of herat; through Christ our Lord. AMEN

The Announcements                       Deadra Cannon

Recognition of Guests and Visitors

The Blessing of Birthdays, Anniversaries and Travel

The Blessing and Benediction with the Blessed Sacrament

The Blessing / Benediction

During the Sundays in Easter, the Celebrant will offer the Blessing with the Blessed Sacrament (The

Body of Jesus). When the Monstrance is lifted, the practice of the church is to reverently make the sign of

the cross.

 



The Closing Hymn- “ He Lives”
1) Iserve a risen Saviour, He's in the world today

I know that He is living, whatever men may say

I see His hand of mercy, I hear His voice of cheer

And just the time I need Him He's always near

He lives (He lives), He lives (He lives), Christ Jesus lives today

He walks with me and talks with me

Along life's narrow way

He lives (He lives), He lives (He lives), Salvation to impart

You ask me how I know He lives?

He lives within my heart

In all the world around me I see His loving care

And though my heart grows weary I never will despair

I know that He is leading, through all the stormy blast

The day of His appearing will come at last

He lives (He lives), He lives (He lives), Christ Jesus lives today

He walks with me and talks with me

Along life's narrow way

He lives (He lives), He lives (He lives), Salvation to impart

You ask me how I know He lives?

He lives within my heart

Rejoice, rejoice, O Christian Lift up your voice and sing

Eternal hallelujahs to Jesus Christ, the King

The Hope of all who seek Him, the Help of all who find

None other is so loving, so good and kind

He lives (He lives), He lives (He lives), Christ Jesus lives today

He walks with me and talks with me

Along life's narrow way

He lives (He lives), He lives (He lives), Salvation to impart

You ask me how I know He lives?

The Postlude


