January 12, 2022
OUR CHURCH’S MISSION STATEMENT
“To be a dynamic, welcoming, and caring community of Christian faith by weaving the
thread of Christ into the tapestry of our lives.”

PASTOR’S POST
Dear Church Family,

“I have decided to stick with love. Hate is too
great a burden to bear.”
- Martin Luther King JR.
Happy New Year!
I hope this letter finds you well. We
have come more fully into the doldrums of
January and the glint and shine of the
holiday season has dimmed, yet we have the
gift of celebrating the light of love. We
take time in the middle of this month to
celebrate and listen to the prophetic and
empowering words of the great MLK.
I love to listen to his sermons (many of
which you can find onlinehttps://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=mlk+sermon
s).

If you have time, take a listen to a few.
I think what is shocking to me is how relevant they are
for our lives right now, like when he talks about
consumerism, hatred, and injustice. These things
continue to be at the forefront of our daily lives and
our hearts as followers of God.
I think the quote above is especially helpful to us.
There is so much hatred and vitriol swirling around,
and the lines of demarcation are drawn with heavy
hands. What we find, though, is that the burden of
carrying this hatred and anxiety is hurting us on a
daily basis. It hurts our health and our communities.
That culture or certain forces want us to keep hating
or being angry. The objects of that hatred change, but
the feelings remain the same.
MLK reminds us anew that if we choose to stick with
love, no matter what happens, we will find ourselves on
the side of right. We do not need to get caught up so
much with the junk we find surrounding us. What we can
do is choose to love. We can choose to find the loving
response to anyone and everyone. We can find the
loving way to live in any situation we find ourselves.
When we do this, we hope (and trust) that love will
spread like wildfire.
So, let us let go of the hate and the anger and,
instead, continue to be a place where love reigns
supreme.
Blessings,

Pastor Malcolm

“Let all that you do be done in love.”- 1 Corinthians
16:14

Communion will be held this Sunday,
January 16th.

Bible Study

Daytime Bible Study is every Tuesday at 1:00 pm and
Evening Bible Study is held the second and fourth
Thursday at 7:00 pm. Questions? Contact Pastor Malcolm.

Our next Loom Service will be Tuesday, February 8th. It
is to be determined if it will be in person or will be
filmed and offered online as the January 11th service
was.

Our Loss and Grief Group led by Pastor Malcolm will
hold their next meeting on Wednesday, February 9th,
9:30, in the Library in the Parish Hall.

-Open and Affirming-

The Open and Affirming team will be sending out another
very brief survey next week and hope that you will all
participate by responding.
We also always welcome your questions and comments in
the suggestion box on the table in the gathering room,
or in a one-on-one conversation with one of the ONA
team or Pastor Mac. Every concern is important to us,
and every voice should be heard.

-DeaconsThese have been hard times the past two years living through
this wretched disease. South Britain Congregation Church was
closed, opened, closed open, and even as I write the numbers
climb and a decision might have to be made again. My thoughts go
out to everyone, yes everyone, because we are all going through
this whole process differently yet yearning for compassion,
comradery, spiritual guidance.
I blindly thought we were doing an okay job reaching out to our
parishioners providing service videos, and the Parishioners
Post. Yet I discovered yesterday maybe we have not, after having
a conversation with a parishioner.
Have we thought about everyone, checked the list twice? I don’t
think so, at least I haven’t. Let’s check on the ones we haven’t
seen or heard from, drop a note at the office for us to follow
up, etc. It might not be the time for everyone to come back,
but we can provide comfort as needed.
-sincerely Joseph Simpson

-Outreach-

The first Sandwich Brigade of the new year is just
around the corner. We have six volunteers to make
sandwiches but still need four more. Supply bag pick up
is any time after 10:30am on Thursday, January 20 in
the Gathering Room, and completed sandwiches should be
returned before church on Sunday, January 23.

Also, we are VERY LOW ON JAM! Donations can be left
off in front of the green cabinet at the back of the
Gathering Room.
One final request - if anyone has the low-sided boxes
(the type you get at Costco) and you do not need them,
we would be happy to take them off your hands to pack
our sandwiches.
Any questions, or to volunteer, please call or email
Chris Dreton (holly422@gmail.com or 203-405-1052)

Winter temperatures have arrived so
let us remember our neighbors who
need our help to heat their homes.
Our January Outreach Offering is for
the Southbury Fuel Bank which assists
Southburian’s with purchasing heating
oil. The SFB is a non-profit organization, so it is
fully funded by donations.

Thanks to your generosity, we sent $300 to the UCC
Christmas Fund.

We have decided to postpone our Women’s Clothing Swap
scheduled for January 30th to
a date in either February or
March. There is plenty of
time now to get a bag of
items together to swap!

Please remember our obligation to our shelf at the
Southbury Food Bank and bring in some creamed soups and
chowders. FYI, Shoprite has an excellent sale this week
on Progresso Soups, 10/$10!

Calling All Football Fans!!

Begin saving your soup cans now to vote for your
favorite team in our Souper Bowl coming in February!

Guess what time it is! Sandwich Brigade Time!!!
Outreach is looking for TEN sandwich makers for
our January Sandwich Brigade. As always,
bread, peanut butter, jam, gloves and hairnet will
be supplied. Pick up of bags will be Thursday,
January 20, after 10:30AM in the Gathering Room
and completed sandwiches can be dropped off in
the kitchen on Sunday, January 23 before church.
If you would like to volunteer, please call or email Chris Dreton at
holly422@gmail.com or 203-405-1052. One last thing - we are a bit low on
Jam and would appreciate any donations. Thank you!

-FAITH FORMATIONAs we begin our New Year let us remember all the
blessings of our lives.
On The Blessings of Life
Go forth in the Lord,
Knowing how blessed you are.
Celebrate the beauty of nature around you.
Celebrate the goodness of fellowship with others,
Celebrate the opportunity to grow and learn
And take up the challenge of each new day.
Most of all: Celebrate your life.

How blessed you are!
From Simple Prayers & Blessings

Take a step toward staying
Healthy & Active with
Lifeline Screening coming to
South Britain Congregational
Church on Tuesday, February
8, 2022. To register for
your appointment please call
1-888-653-6450 or visit https://llsa.social/HSC.
Blessings,

-CHURCH LIBRARY-

Krista

Check out some new reading in our Church Library,
including Pastor Mac’s most recent book recommendation:
CS Lewis’ “Mere Christianity”.
You will notice some index cards beginning to appear on
our bookshelves with reviews, recommendations, or
general information about some of our books. If you
read something of particular interest from our Library,
please send me your comments (Chris Dreton) and I will
fill out a card and include it with the book.

-FLOWER COMMITTEEThank you to everyone who donated
poinsettias to make our beautiful
sanctuary radiate with Christmas
spirit this year!

Thank you to Judy Grimes for the Chrismon
Tree; Judy and her sister hand-made all
of the ornaments on the tree, which is a
real work of art.

The flower chart is posted in the gathering room, so if
there is a week that you would like to provide flowers
in honor or memory of someone, please sign-up during
fellowship hour or call the office and ask Nancy to
sign you up. Flowers can be those you picked on the
side of the road, from your garden, or from a grocery
store or florist - there are no rules!

Flowers were given on January 9th (pictured)
by Linda and Debbie Morehouse in memory of
Gordon Morehouse.

-FROM OUR CHURCH FAMILYActs of Kindness Continue:
I had a lot of trees cut and firewood left for me this
summer, turns out a lot more than I can use. I put
some of my excess firewood out on the street for anyone
needing it with a sign: Free! Half of the wood was gone
overnight, and the next day I encountered an elderly
gentleman loading more of the wood in his old pickup.
He was very appreciative of it saying it would be put

to beneficial use, heating both his and his son's
homes.
Curt Perry

-Submitted by Francesca

Recent Snapshots from Krista’s Cruise with
Her Sister

Fight the power. Stay safe.

-By MARGOT STARBUCK

No one who sees me skipping around in my turquoise Doc Martens
boots, riding my bedazzled bicycle with handlebar streamers, or
driving my jazzy orange Honda Fit covered with yellow daisies,

sighs and says to themself, “Well that gal really likes to blend
in.”
No, I identify proudly as a person who doesn’t conform.
And yet, as someone who’s been rigorously vigilant about staying
safe and keeping others safe during this pandemic, I contracted
COVID-19 recently as a direct result of the subtle natural human
impulse to conform.
Like so many, I’ve been a faithful pandemic warrior. When we
were told to stay home, I stocked up on toilet paper and stayed
home. When the expert nurse-man on YouTube modeled how to wash
the packaging of every grocery item that entered the home, I
washed my groceries. My family avoided visiting my elderly
mother who lives nearby When we were allowed back in public with
masks, I masked up. I was vaccinated as soon as I was eligible.
When masks were no longer required at church, I kept mine on.
And at age 52, I was just days away from becoming eligible to
receive my booster shot.
I did all the things. Until I didn’t.
Last Saturday I approached the home where an after-funeral
reception was being held to celebrate the life of a friend’s
mother. Stretching my black mask over my face, securing it
behind both ears, I let myself in the front door to join the
mourners. I oriented myself to the fried chicken on the buffet
table, made eye contact with my twenty-year-old son, and quickly
found the friend who’d lost her mother. Because I’d arrived
pretty late, the house wasn’t packed. The living room, kitchen,
and dining area were sprinkled with lingering family and friends
who began to trickle out not long after my arrival. I joined the
grieving daughter who introduced me to another friend who’d come
to support her.
As we exchanged polite small talk, I began to notice that no one
else in the house of strangers and acquaintances was wearing a
mask. I was the only one.
Had I seen a roomful of masked mourners, I never would have
considered dropping my mask. And yet as I mindlessly lowered it
to speak to my grieving friend, something more powerful than my
reason and common sense were at work.

“As much as most people like to think of themselves as unique
individuals, in reality, humans are social beings—and for the
sake of group cohesion, people are evolutionarily driven to fit
in. That usually means copying the actions of others, looking to
the group when deciding how to think or behave, or doing what is
‘expected’ based on widely accepted (if often unspoken) social
norms.”
Apparently, it’s easier to be a nonconformist on the freeway
than in a friend’s kitchen.
Because I knew intuitively that it didn’t feel right to be
unmasked in a room of strangers, my mind has to fill the void to
justify my decision.
“Maybe they know something I missed because I showed up late?
Maybe the hostess announced that everyone present was
vaccinated?”
“My son is pretty smart. If he’s not masked, it must be okay. He
knows things.” Did the CDC change the recommendations and I
wasn’t paying attention?”
But if I’m unflinchingly honest, that natural human part of me
that quietly—maybe even unconsciously—seeks to conform felt that
keeping my mask on would be interpreted as being judgmental.
Rude. Even un-loving to the grieving family.
See what I did there? Wanting to justify my choice—that was
driven more by conformity than any truly noble motive—I reframed
it as the “loving” option. To convince myself that what didn’t
feel quite right was right.
Four days later, I tested positive for COVID-19. When I told my
son, he said he’d learned that someone else at the funeral had
also been diagnosed positive. And then several more someone’s
related to the ground zero someone. And then another someone.
And while the hostess now feels horrible for not having
forbidden an unvaccinated relative from attending in the first
place, I don’t blame her.

She’s grieving.
We’re all tired.
Most of us have done our best.
We’re overwhelmed. And possibly grieving.

I get it.
I just want to testify to remind one person not to drop
the mask to “be polite.”
If this nose-ring wearing, daisy-car-driving, middleaged mom can be pressed to conform, anyone can.
Fight the power. Stay safe.

-submitted by Carl Dunn

-BULLETIN BOARDTHOUGHTS AND PRAYERS
● Andy S.
Audrey Sharpe
● Judy S.
Joanne P.
● Peter C.
Mary S.
● Jean H.
Mr. Gerund
● Tiernan
Ray
● Leon Saddler
Linda M.
● Sandy
Cheryl
● Cathy
Michele F.
● Brenda
Diane
● Bob Harrison
Rita
● Eva H.
Jeff
● Debbie’s Sister-InAndrew
Law
John
● Luke
Nora
● Darlene
Renee
● David
John
● Robert
Chrissy
● Joyce H.
Nancy M.
● Richard
Larry S.
● Jack
Jennifer G.
Rev. Peter Meister
Dane and the Moll Family for their loss.
The Wildman Family in the loss of Edward.
The Wadas Family in the loss of Mary Ann.
The DiBenedetto Family in the loss of Mike.
John Picarazzi, Jr., sudden death, brother of
friend of Laura O’Meara.
● The Deforest Family in the loss of Bert

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

● The Merrill Family in the loss of Richard’s
brother, Stephen.
● Pam Hein and Family in the loss of her brother, Rob
Person.
● The Lawson Family in the loss of Linda Mitchell
Lawson
● The Crane Family in the loss of Jerry.
● The Fortier Family in the loss of Lucien.
● Richard Merrill’s upcoming surgery on Jan. 19th,
and his brother, David.
● Richard Broaderick’s cancer has returned.
● Mary Sullivan’s nephew who has just been diagnosed
with cancer.
● For all suffering from Covid 19, natural disasters,
and our front-line workers.

BIRTHDAYS

Every Week
● Sundays:
● Mondays:
● Tuesdays:
● Fridays:

Calendar
Worship, 10:00 a.m., Coffee Hour, 11:00 a.m.
Dance, 4 – 6 p.m.
Knit-Wits, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Daytime Bible Study, 1:00 - 2:00 p.m.
AA Meeting, 6 – 9 p.m.

Every Month
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

2nd & 4th Mondays
2nd Tuesdays
4th Tuesdays
1st Wednesday
2nd Wednesday
2nd & 4th Wednesdays
3rd Sunday
1st Thursday
2nd Thursday
2nd & 4th Thursdays
2nd & 4th Thursdays
3rd Wednesdays
Ladies Group Dinner

Upcoming Events:

Submissions to Parishioner’s Post
Loom Service, 7 p.m.
Council, 7:15 p.m.
Stewardship
Loss & Grief Group, 9:30 – 10:30 a.m.
Parishioner’s Post Emailed
Deacons (Following Services)
Property, 7 p.m.
ONA, 10 a.m.
PR Committee Meeting, 11 a.m.
Evening bible Study, 7 p.m.
Trustees, 7 p.m.
“Girls Night Out” Dates TBD monthly

SBCC’s Cub Scout Troop 162 will be having their Pinewood Derby on
January 29th in our Parish Hall. This is a yearly event. South Britain has been
the charter organization for Scouts for the past two years.
The Judson Jazz will be playing at Aquila’s Nest Winery on January 30th at
2:30. Come and enjoy the music with a glass of wine. Reserve your table
now. Aquila Nest Winery, 56 Pole Bridge Rd., Newtown CT (203)518-4352.

Take a step toward staying Healthy & Active
with Lifeline Screening coming to South
Britain Congregational Church on Tuesday,
February 8, 2022. To register for your
appointment please call 1-888-653-6450 or visit
https://llsa.social/HSC .

.

