November 10, 2021

OUR CHURCH’S MISSION STATEMENT
“To be a dynamic, welcoming, and caring community of Christian faith by weaving the thread of Christ
into the tapestry of our lives.”

PASTOR’S POST
“No Risk It No Biscuit.”
This was a quote that has become popular
and attributed to the coach of the Tampa
Bay Buccaneers, Bruce Arians. I had heard
it long before by my college tennis coach.
My coach would say it all the time. He
would say it when one of us would take the
easier shot as opposed to trying something
more difficult. For me it means that
sometimes in life, like sports, there is a
need to take risks. If we try and fail
that is ok but without great attempt, we
cannot have great outcome.

Well from Bruce Arians to the Bible. In the Thursday Bible
study, we just started the book of Ruth. That book is about
a lot of things, but one thing that comes to the forefront
in the first chapter is the idea that God calls us to risk.
Naomi moves to a different country when there is a famine in

Israel. Then, after the loss of her husband and sons, she
risks returning home. Ruth also risks leaving her home
country to be with her mother-in-law, Naomi. Ruth, out of
love, is willing to risk. It is a lovely story.
The scripture is full of figures like Ruth and Naomi.
Figures that show part of following God is being willing to
take risks. God does not call us to a life sealed in bubble
wrap. God calls us to new and exciting things, but we have
to be willing to risk it for the biscuit (so to speak). The
question of what this looks like for us, as individuals and
as a church, is prayerfully ever before us. But we need to
take encouragement from the heroes and heroines of the faith
who went before us. If they had not stepped out, gone into
the unknown, they would not have done and discovered great
things. Let us do likewise, ready to be amazed at what God
will do.
Blessings,

Pastor Malcolm

Ruth 1:16-18
But Ruth said, “Do not urge me to leave you or to return
from following you. For where you go I will go, and where
you lodge I will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and
your God my God. Where you die I will die, and there will I
be buried. May the Lord do so to me and more also if
anything but death parts me from you.” And when Naomi saw
that she was determined to go with her, she said no more.

-Religious Studies, Services,
Groups• Daytime Bible Study is every Tuesday at 1:00 pm
• Evening Bible Study is held the 2nd and fourth
Thursday at 7:00 pm.

Pastor Malcolm will send a zoom link for these
sessions if requested. The next evening session will
be November 18th (due to Thanksgiving holiday. Contact
Pastor Malcolm if you wish to join either group.
• Loom Service will be Tuesday, December 14th at 7 p.m., in

person, in the Gathering Room in the Parish House. We
encourage you to make plans to come and invite your friends
and neighbors to this new alternative service.

• Loss and Grief Group led by Pastor Malcolm holds their

meetings on the second Wednesday of each month. The next
meeting will be December 8th, 9:30 – 10:30. Invite people
you think would benefit from a space to talk about changes
and losses we have had in our lives. Any change, good or
bad, is a loss, and this group is more than just for the
loss of loved ones, but for any and all losses we have
experienced. There will be coffee and treats provided. Any
questions feel free to contact Pastor Malcolm.

-Public RelationsJust a reminder to those submitting and contributing to our
Bi-Weekly Parishioners Post. Please utilize the submission
page on our Google Drive when submitting an article. If you
are unable to gain access to Google Drive, contact Nancy
that you will be submitting through our
sbcc.pr693@gmail.com address.
There has been confusion over redundant submission pages
with-in Google Doc. One was intended as a limited edition
and the latter a full edition. I will be reducing back to a
single submission page with the request and reminder to
limit articles in the limited edition as intended.
Submission
Deadline
(MONDAY)
12-Jul

(WEDNESDAY)
14-Jul

Limited Edition

9-Aug

11-Aug

Limited Edition

26-Jul
23-Aug
6-Sep

20-Sep
11-Oct
25-Oct
8-Nov

22-Nov
6-Dec

27-Dec

Publish

28-Jul
25-Aug
8-Sep

22-Sep
13-Oct
27-Oct
10-Nov
24-Nov
8-Dec

22-Dec

Full Edition
Full Edition

Limited Edition
Full Edition

Limited Edition
Full Edition

Limited Edition
Full Edition

Limited Edition
Full Edition

-Open & Affirming-

-OutreachOur Outreach Offering for November will honor our veterans
by providing them with housing,
life skills coaching, and
vocational training through Homes
for the Brave, headquartered in
Bridgeport. From their website
comes the appalling statistic that
on any given night, 40,000 US
veterans find themselves homeless
and another 1.4 million are at risk of homelessness.
Please read more about this worthy organization at
www.Homesforthebrave.org/about/, and give generously.

_______________________

We have already donated 4 large bags
of coats to the St Vincent DePaul

thrift store! There is still time to
donate until Sunday, November 28th.

located in Waterbury. We are planning to be more hands-on with

this worthy organization in the new year and all are welcome to
participate. There are opportunities to volunteer in all 4 of
these departments. The first steps will be to fill out the

volunteer paperwork which we will provide in an upcoming Post.

_______________________

We are in the busiest season for Outreach and are very excited
to be hosting a Fair-Trade sale during Fellowship hours for

your gift giving needs beginning on November 28th. This year’s

selection will have lots of consumable gifts and lots of never-

before-seen items.

_______________________
Finally, we will be offering the opportunity to purchase a

requested gift for a child in Waterbury through our Angel Tree
collection. It also begins on the 28th and there will be more
details in the next Post.

_______________________

AFGHAN FAMILY ARRIVES THIS WEEK!
New Start Ministry CT, the local community refugee
resettlement group of which SBCC is a part, will welcome a
family of Afghan humanitarian parolees this week! An
apartment has been leased and filled with donated furniture
and household goods, culturally appropriate food has been
stocked and toys gathered for the couple’s 8 year old son
and 3 year old daughter.
To help fund this resettlement, New Start Ministry CT is
holding the New Start 10K – A Race Against Time to Raise
$10,000. Members and friends of SBCC are invited to join our
team, SBCC for the Win, to help New Start reach its goal.

This 10K is about raising funds, fun, and awareness, not
exercise! Team members are asked to walk/run/nap no less
than 0.0K and post or send photos on New Start’s social
media and website. You can run or walk if you want to, but
once you pay your $20 registration fee, time spent napping,
watching TV, getting a manicure, etc., are all photo-worthy
endeavors. All proceeds will go to New Start to help this
young family get a new, safe start in America.
Registration is easy and can be completed at
newstartministryct.org/newstart10K. Be sure to click on SBCC
for the Win as your team! Together we can make a difference.
Affiliated with Integrated Refugee and Immigrant Services in
New Haven, New Start Ministry is an interfaith group working
to mobilize the community and create opportunities for
refugees fleeing war, terror and persecution. We work to
provide basic resources and support to help individuals and
families build new lives and work towards self-sufficiency
in Connecticut. Our fiduciary partner is St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church in Woodbury, allowing us to maximize every
dollar donated for the benefit of those we serve.
Questions? Call or email Jean Dunn, 203-217-5711 or
jdunn463@hotmail.com. Those who wish to donate without
joining the team are welcome to do so at
newstartministryct.org.

___________________________________________

This year we will once again be participating in WREATHS ACROSS

AMERICA right here in Southbury. This is a moving and rewarding
experience!

There are two ways SBCC will support the WAA mission to
Remember… Honor… Teach:

1. TO SPONSOR one or more wreaths, click here Wreaths Across

America to go to the Connecticut Southbury Area Cemeteries
(CTSACS) sponsorship page to see the various options,
including:

The donation of a wreath in memory of your loved one.
The purchase of a “Patriot Pair” (one wreath will be

laid in the cemetery and the other will be delivered
to you or to somebody you designate).

The option to sponsor a wreath for a specific grave in
Southbury.

2. TO HELP LAY WREATHS: We will meet at Ballentine Park on
Saturday, December 18 at noon for a brief ceremony and

will then proceed as a group to our assigned cemetery to
honor our fallen veterans by laying wreaths at their
graves.

The Southbury Area Cemeteries are organized by the American

Legion Hine Post #147 in Southbury.
with any questions.

Please contact Amy Smith

-Faith FormationI would like to thank all those who joined
in our recent pumpkin painting activity.
Clearly crafts are not just for kids! I
hope you all enjoyed spending this time
together.
There will be a Thanksgiving activity on

November 21.
-Krista

Good Times Welcoming the Season

Hiking with Krista!

Our next hike has been rescheduled to Saturday

November 13 at Phillips-Lovdal Farm Preserve. We
will meet at the Sanford Road entrance at 9:30 am.
Please let Krista know if you plan to join.

What Kind of Winter Will It Be?

-Church LibraryThe library is considering starting a
book club in the new year! What do
you think of the idea? Please let
Chris Dreton know if this is something
you might be interested in (no
obligation), what type of books you
would like to read and what time of
day you would like to attend. Hoping
to hear your ideas. Contact Chris at
holly422@gmail.com or 203-405-1052.
NEW BOOK SERIES! Our library has just received the first in
a series of nine fiction books written by Joan Medlicott The Covington Series. Sit back and enjoy "The Ladies of

Covington Send Their Love". Get acquainted with
these three delightful women and follow them
through the ups and downs of living in the
"golden years". Additional books in the series
will be arriving as they become available so
watch our library shelves!
_____________________________
Thank you, Bud Bennett, for finding these
wonderful old books
outlining the history
of
our library! Stop
into the library and
browse through the
books and see what
books our library
carried (and maybe
even find some that
are still on our
shelves!), or look to see who took out what
books all those years ago. The books are old and delicate,
so we ask that you enjoy them in the library. You'll find
them on top of the bookcase across from the fireplace.
_____________________________

Pastor’s Recommendation for a good read…

Traveling Mercies: Some Thoughts on Faith by
Anne Lamott
I personally love this book and have found
it to be helpful to me and my life of faith.
Anne Lamott has had a lot of life
experiences and she is honest and real about
them. She finds lovely ways to weave and see
God and God’s grace and love in her life in
both the ups and downs. It is refreshing to
read someone who shows that struggles and
failures are an important part of growing in
faith.
Apart from all this, this book is
hilarious and she has a tremendous sense of humor as she
owns and embraces her past and her future with God. This
book is down in the library and ready to be checked out.
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Diane
Rita
Jeff
Andrew
John
Nora
Renee
John
Chrissy
Lillian G.
Nancy Maher
Larry S.
Jennifer Gracy
Andy S.
Judy S.
Peter C.
Jean H.
Tiernan
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Linda M. Lawson
Bud
Sandy
Leon S.
Cathy
Brenda
Rev. Peter Meister
Bob Harrison
Jerry Crane
Eva H.
Nancy G.
Darlene
Joyce H.
David
Robert
George S.
Richard
Jack
Bert

Debbie’s Sister-in-law
Luke
The Fortier Family in the loss of Lucien.
All those serving this country in the armed forces
and all veterans.
● All those suffering with the effects of Covid-19,
directly, indirectly, family, friends, all frontline
workers, medical personnel, firefighters, & police.
● All those going in for medical procedures.
● Prayers for those who have lost loved ones.
●
●
●
●

● All

those who are suffering in Haiti from recent
disasters there. Prayers for Afghanistan in this time
of transition.
_________________________________________

Please help keep us informed of any changes to the prayer
list. We are trying extremely hard to include everyone in need
of our thoughts, and prayers, yet sometimes an omission occurs.
We are sorry if this happens and will modify, resend, or
include in the next publication. Please keep us updated as our

intent is genuine. After one month on the list, we will remove
names, but are happy to keep any on the list longer, just
please let our church office know.

-Bulletin BoardGIRLS NIGHT OUT
The next Girls Night Out dinner will be held on Thursday,
December 2nd at 6:00 pm in the GATHERING ROOM at the church.
Sign-up will begin on Sunday, November 14th during
fellowship hour. The cost is $25 (non-refundable) and
payment must be by check made payable to ‘cash’. Let’s bring
our holiday spirit to the evening!
____________________________________

WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST MEMBERS!
Jennifer Holt
I was born and raised in Devonshire,
England, and moved to the U.S. 40 years
ago. I have been married to my husband,
John, for 56 years. We have a son and
daughter, daughter living in Sandy Hook
and son who lives in Maine. We have two
beautiful granddaughters, Keeley, 22, and
Charley, 4. I love my job so I’m still
working for Safe Haven Thrift Store in
Southbury. Gardening, dancing, and hiking
are things I like to do. Joining South
Britain Congregational Church is something
I have been thinking about for a long
time. It is a very special and happy
church.

Roger and Terri Jensen
Roger and I have lived in
Southbury for twenty-two years,
we've been married for 46
years. He is from Middlebury
and was a welder for all his
life. I am from Rockville CT,
and I'm a retired bank
employee. We love the church,
and everyone involved!

Richard Merrill
My name is Richard Merrill, I live in
Newtown. I am married to Betty
Presnell, semi-retired, involved in EAA
young Eagles program, and I drive
transporter for GMT racing part-time. I
like hunting, fishing, and flying. I am
excited about belonging to SBCC.

Robert & Barbara Quinn
We are lifetime New Yorker's but
come to Southbury via Cape Cod
where we lived for the past 7
years. Rob is retired from the
New York City Fire Department,
from Site Safety Management in
Manhattan construction and from
his own painting business. I
worked in Commercial Insurance.
We have three grown sons and
five grandchildren. Our children
and their families are scattered
so we travel quite a bit. They
are in CT, CA, and New Zealand!
Rob is an avid gardener and reader. I am a quilter; a
knitter and I walk quite a bit. We are excited to join SBCC
and look forward to many years with our new community.
Barbara Ryner
My husband and I moved from St.
Simons Island, GA to Heritage
Village in 2018. His health was
failing, and we wanted to settle
closer to my sister in Westchester.
We grew up on Long Island and
retired to SSI in 2000. He passed
away in 2020. We were married 52
years and enjoyed 16 active
retirement years together. I have
a married son and two grandchildren
in northern CA. I am an avid
walker and also enjoy hiking,
cycling, and kayaking. In quiet
moments, I read. Novice gardener,
too! I love to bake. My life has
been blessed and I wish to be of
service to others. SBCC seems to
be a welcoming place offering opportunities to do that.

Ann Walters
Hello! I am delighted by the ongoing
welcoming and peaceful atmosphere that
I have found here at South Britain
Congregational Church, from Pastor
Malcolm as well as church members I
have encountered at various projects
since I began coming over the past two
months. So, I am happy to say that now
I am joining and will be an official
member!
I was born, raised and educated in
Connecticut, where I taught school
until my husband and I moved to
upstate New York, where we lived for
20 years with our four children. We
enjoyed our time there near Rochester
because it was a great family place with lots of space and
outdoor activities which we all loved. Extremely cold so
that part not so much! Still, it enabled us to all learn
cross country skiing.
In 2002 we moved to North Carolina where I continued to
teach. Over the span of my 25 year career, I taught 4th
grade, 5th grade, preschool kindergarten, English as a
second language, and GED in our county jail.
When my husband, Tim, passed away in 2011, we all came back
north because this is where we have other family, and our
home was and is. All four of our married children have
given us a total of eight grandchildren, ages 8 to 26 years,
but with jobs coming where they did, none of them live as
close as I would, and they would have liked.
I now live in Heritage Village. I guess you could say I am
one of the “Village People”! Now that I am retired from
teaching, I have more time to enjoy flower gardening,
dancing, walking, volunteering, and baking.

____________________________________
If you would like to submit an article, birthday,
anniversary, prayer request for the Parishioners Post please
send us an email along with pictures to sbcc.pr693@gmail.com
NOTE:
If you know someone that is missing out on the Parishioners
Post because they do not have access to email, please drop a
note to Nancy so we might include them in our mailing.
sbcc_secretary@yahoo.com .

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES:
BIRTHDAYS

ANNIVERSARIES:
Ken and Joann Bolin celebrated their 51st wedding
anniversary on Sunday, November 7th.

-CALENDAREvery Week
● Sundays:
● Mondays:
● Tuesdays:
● Fridays:

Every Month
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

2nd & 4th Mondays
2nd Tuesdays
2nd Wednesday
2nd & 4th Wednesdays
3rd Sunday
4th Wednesday
1st Thursday
2nd Thursday
2nd & 4th Thursdays
2nd & 4th Thursdays
3rd Wednesdays
Ladies Group Dinner

Worship, 10:00 a.m., Coffee Hour, 11:00 a.m.
Dance, 4 – 6 p.m.
Knit-Wits, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Daytime Bible Study, 1:00 - 2:00 p.m.
AA Meeting, 6 – 9 p.m.
Submissions to Parishioner’s Post
Loom Service, 7 p.m.
Loss & Grief Group, 9:30 – 10:30 a.m.
Parishioner’s Post Emailed
Deacons (Following Services)
Council, 7 p.m.
Property, 7 p.m.
ONA, 10 a.m.
PR Committee Meeting, 11 a.m.
Evening bible Study, 7 p.m.
Trustees, 7 p.m.
“Girls Night Out” Dates TBD monthly

Upcoming Events:
● SAVE THE DATE for the Annual Victorian Tea and Sale:
Saturday, December 12, from 10 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Always a peaceful holiday happening in the Parish House
Gathering Room. Enjoy our special tea luncheon while
listening to Wayne Gunther play Christmas music on the
grand piano. Great hand-knit clothing, baked goods and
Fair-Trade items will be for sale. We will need baked

goods so please add us to your holiday baking fun.
The
Knit Wits invite all.
● The Rev. Tuesday Rupp of St. Paul’s in Woodbury will be
hosting this year’s annual Joint Southbury-Woodbury
Interfaith Thanksgiving service. It will be held at 6:30
PM (NOTE CHANGE IN TIME) on Tuesday, November 23rd.
Masks will be required of all attendees.-There will be a
virtual option available. The Rev. Michael Cobb of
Woodbury United Methodist Church, Woodbury’s newest
clergy, will offer the sermon.

