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Christmas Bring-a-Friend Celebration
Another opportunity has presented itself for us to share our faith - Christmas.
That’s right. Research shows us the majority of our unchurched or previously churched family, friends,
neighbors, and co-workers are open to an invitation to worship at Christmas. These individuals, drawn
by the pull of religious memory, family history and cultural influence, are even more likely to respond
positively to a sincere invitation given by someone they know, YOU!
Remember, we simply invite. The Holy Spirit working through us, our Christmas worship and
congregational activities, the Biblical stories, and this community of faith, works the miracle of a
powerful witness. We do have a gift worth sharing. Let’s invite this Christmas.
Who you can invite:
neighbors
friends
co-workers
classmates
family

List your unchurched

_____________ _____________ ______________
_____________ _____________ ______________
_____________ _____________ ______________
_____________ _____________ ______________
_____________ _____________ ______________

What you can invite them to:
Advent Preparation:
Christmas Chrismon Storytelling - Sunday, December 12 at 10:00 a.m.
Christmas Caroling - Sunday, December 12 at 2:00 p.m. in the church. Followed by hot chocolate
and yummy desserts in the Fellowship Hall.
Christmas Cookies Exchange - Saturday, December 18 at 12:30 p.m.

Christmas Worship:
Christmas Eve, Friday December 24 at 7:00 p.m. – a service of carols, communion, candlelight,
storytelling and Christmas joy for the whole family.
Christmas Day, Saturday, December 25 at 10:00 a.m. – a service of carols, communion,
storytelling, pageantry, and Christmas joy for the whole family.
The First Sunday of Christmas, Sunday December 26 at 10:00 a.m. – a service of lessons and carols,
storytelling and Christmas joy.
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SUNDAY WORSHIP
IN DECEMBER
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. in the building, in-person.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

No online registration.
Everyone will be, however, asked to sign in upon arrival.
The wearing of masks is a personal decision, please be mindful of others when you make
your decision.*
The single-use bulletins will remain, but the hymns will be sung from the hymnal.
While social distancing will be encouraged worshipers may sit wherever they prefer.
Communion will continue to use the communion kits where worshipers are seated.
The offering will be gathered when worshipers arrive and brought forward during the
service.

*from the Town of Brookfield - Effective Saturday, October 16th, the use of face masks that cover the
nose and mouth are not required for those vaccinated.
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. will also be on Zoom and streamed to our Facebook page.
Sundays from 10:00 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. Sunday School in-person in the downstairs Music Room for
children 1st-5th grade. See the Sunday School page on our website for details.

Christmas Worship:
Christmas Eve, Friday December 24 at 7:00 p.m. – a service of carols, communion, candlelight,
storytelling and Christmas joy for the whole family.
Christmas Day, Saturday, December 25 at 10:00 a.m. – a service of carols, communion,
storytelling, pageantry, and Christmas joy for the whole family.
The First Sunday of Christmas, Sunday December 26 at 10:00 a.m. – a service of lessons and carols,
storytelling and Christmas joy.
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NOVEMBER ATTENDANCE
10:00 a.m.
Inside

10:00 a.m.
On-line

Total

11/7/21

64

2

66

11/14/21

52

0

52

11/21/21

99

7

106

11/28/21

53

9

62

Flowers at the Altar
Most Sundays during the year, we have a beautiful bouquet of flowers at the altar that was
created by the members of Altar Guild.
Those flowers are dedicated and paid for by members of the congregation. The donor or
recipient of the flowers are welcome to take their arrangement after the last service on Sunday.
Although please remember to return the vase that the arrangement came in to the church.
The arrangements cost $25.00. If you would like to dedicate altar flowers in memory of a loved
one, to the glory of God, or in honor of a person or event, you can sign up for your chosen date
on the Flower Chart between the bathrooms in the Narthex. You also need to fill out a flower
request form, which is located next to the Flower Chart, and put it in Rene Tuccillo’s mailbox.
Your name and dedication will appear in the worship bulletins. If two people sign up for the same
date, flowers can be placed in other locations in the Sanctuary, such as on the organ or piano or
at the baptismal font. We do not have flowers at the altar during lent.
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Council Clippings
The Prince of Peace Council met on November 17, 2021.
The following item were discussed:
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

A new treasurer, Priscilla, will be mentored by Rich Mercado through the Congregational
meeting in January 2022.
WELCA Craft Fair - $2600+ profit.
Great first Sunday with our new 10:00 a.m. all congregation worship schedule - 65 in
attendance. Change seems to have been received well.
Organ Task Force met on Sunday.
Christmas worship times set (Christmas Eve - 7:00 p.m.
Christmas Day 10:00 a.m. as well as Sunday, December 26 at 10:00 a.m.).
Better Together Generosity campaign will finish this Sunday, November 21 with pledges to
be submitted.
The Misty Hollow Task Force to meet with a realtor tomorrow.
December Church events:
• Christmas Tree will be up for December 12.
• Christmas Chrismon storytelling will happen on December 12.
• Cookie Exchange on December 18.
• Christmas Carol event December 12 at 2:00 p.m.
The youth group room needs a new drop ceiling per the fire marshal.
Chapter 3 Pastor and People: Making Mutual Ministry Work was discussed.
Council Retreat will occur on January 15, 2022 and Congregational Meeting set for January
30, 2022
Preschool: Debbie Nobes is retiring in June and Katie Culbert will become the new Assistant
Director

December 2021 meetings:
Executive Committee will be held on Wednesday, December 8 at 7:00 p.m.
Church Council will be held on Wednesday, December 15 at 7:00 p.m.
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2022 Pledge Update
A special word of appreciation to those who have submitted their 2022 Better Together financial
commitment/pledge cards. If you have not submitted your card please do so as soon as possible.
They are available on our website and by contacting the church office. We will build our 2022
program of ministry/church budget from these pledges.

Welcome New Treasurer
We welcome Priscilla Mancinone as our new Treasurer. Our long time acting Treasurer, Rich
Mercado, will mentor her beginning in December as she prepares for our Congregational meeting in
January.

Shopping on Amazon? Use Amazon Smile.
Please use Amazon Smile and designate PoP, Brookfield, as your charity of choice for all your
purchases this Christmas and all through the year. As a non-profit PoP receives a small percentage of
the amount you spend at no direct cost to you. So far in 2021 we have received over $500.

CEMETERY COMMITTEE
The Cemetery Committee will meet via zoom on Wednesday, December, 1 at 7:30 p.m..
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THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
THANK YOU! THANK YOU! For a successful craft fair. The truth is that we did not
know what to expect and were thinking that the results could be less than in
previous years.
We , the leaders of the craft fair, were surprised with increased attendance and profit. People welcomed us
back and confirmed that they like to come to Prince of Peace for the fair and lunch. The bake sale sold out
early and had no left overs for Sunday. The kitchen did the same. The jewelry and holiday areas were a big
hit.
Special thanks to Marci Sharp who spent endless hours in preparation and set-up. Susi Lehmann did a great
job in the kitchen with Donna Vitetta and Pam Hohenshelt.
Winnie Mercado was so good with the books. Julie Parker and her granddaughter, Ava and Rayne (Marci’s
Granddaughter) did such a nice display of the jewelry. Cheryl Hallock and Daniele Conley put the Holiday
room together and people commented on how nice it was. We could not forget Diane Morey, our treasurer,
who did those personalized gingerbread men and Melinda Schroeder who brought the bake sale to
success. Also Monica Walsh and her sister, Lisa. They helped in the kitchen and the bake sale. Karen Mueller
and Mary Peters helped Marci with the crafts, which won the prize for the most earnings and most work,
before and during the sale. I hope I didn’t forget anyone, but please know that you were appreciated.
Many thanks to those who donated to the sale, both in time and talents. It was a big success and we hope to
do it again next year.
Nan Carlson

HUNGER IN OUR COUNTRY AND THE WORLD
The Pandemic has interrupted all sorts of services and products in the world. Our country is
wealthier than most but we continue to have children dying of malnutrition every day. As we
prepare to have wonderful dinners with our families and friends, we can remember to share some of
our resources with people who need them. One of the most direct ways is to donate money so that
food banks can purchase food at discount prices for the hungry people. Food donations are always
accepted but monetary gifts go further.
We know that children need nutrients for their minds and bodies to develop. When not fed properly,
illness is inevitable, and many times, death. When enough nutrients are not provided, brain
development and intellect suffers greatly. Children become handicapped mentally and need constant
care. They don’t grow up like our kids, who will go to school and become independent. This is a serious
problem.
Please give generously to the Danbury Food Pantry at www.dailybreadfoodpantry.com click on
donate. It’s easy!
You could also give money in our church collection or leave money in the mailbox for the office.
Remember, $10.00 buys a good amount of food.
Another wonderful place to give is Lutheran World Hunger. This organization can funnel help to the
most needy. All money goes directly to the need, without cumbersome administrative costs. Go
ELCA.org/hunger/donate. View a recent issue online at ELCA.org/hunger/resources.
We are truly grateful that you will support these responses because we have God’s work to do with our
hands.
Peace and Love, in Thanksgiving for our comforts,
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Nan Carlson and Mary Weisensee

10 Tips for a Simpler, More Meaningful Christmas
1. Plan ahead. Instead of going on auto-pilot the day after Thanksgiving, hold a family meeting to
decide what the group really wants to do and who's going to do what.
2. If you need a symbol for giving (in addition to Jesus and the Three Wise Ones), learn about St.
Nicholas. Santa Claus has been completely taken over by commerce.
3. Avoid debt. Refuse to be pressured by advertising to overspend.
4. Avoid stress. Give to yourself. Don't assume that things have to be the same way they've always
been.

5. Draw names rather than everyone giving something to everyone else in your giving circle. Set a
ceiling for each recipient. Give children ONE thing they really want, rather than so many gifts. If need
be, pool funds.
6. Give appropriate gifts. Get to know the recipient. Give what they want to receive, not what you
want to buy.
7. Give alternative gifts. Give 25% of what you spent last year to the needy... individuals or groups
locally, nationally or internationally. Buy crafts and clothing from developing countries at alternative
gift markets, not from commercial importers, so that the artisans receive a fair price for their work.
Give of yourself, not just "stuff" - a coupon book for future services (such as baby-sitting or an
"enchanted evening"); something baked, sewn, handmade, composed, etc.; or a family service
project, such as working together at a soup kitchen.
8. Celebrate Advent for four weeks before Christmas.
9. Put the gifts under the tree shortly before opening them. Then take turns opening them around
the tree, not all at once, so that each gift can be admired and each giver thanked.
10. Make changes slowly but persistently. Don't try to change everything and everybody all at once.
The resistance will make you feel defeated and lonely.
For more help visit SimpleLivingWorks.org > archives.
©Creative Commons (originally 1997 Alternatives for Simple Living) Used by
permission.
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CHRISTMAS GARDEN ORDER FORM – 2021
If you would like to contribute a poinsettia, please indicate below. Donors of
plants will be acknowledged in the worship bulletins on Christmas Eve. The
plants may be taken home after the 7:00 p.m. service on Christmas Eve. Please
make your check payable to Prince of Peace. If you don’t want to purchase a
poinsettia, you can make a donation to the Love Fund in honor of or in memory
of someone, The Love Fund is the pastor’s discretionary fund, used to help
church members and other local people facing a financial crisis.

Deadline: Sunday, December 12th
4.5” Pot at $4.50 each:

6.5” Pot at $8.00 each:

___Red Poinsettia plant(s) = ______
___White Poinsettia plant(s) = ______

___ Red Poinsettia plant(s) = _____
___ White Poinsettia plant(s) =_____

7.5” Pot at $14.00 each:
___ Red Poinsettia plant(s) = ______
___White Poinsettia plant(s) = ______
Please complete the following for the bulletins – Please Print Clearly
Love Fund: $_________________________________
In honor of ___________________________________
by, _________________________________________
In memory of _________________________________
by, _________________________________________
As a thank offering to God
____________________________________________
by, _________________________________________
Your Name ___________________________________
Telephone ___________________________________
Please return the completed form to Rene’s mailbox by December 12th.
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Christmas Carol Singalong
Back by popular demand, we will be having a Christmas Carol Singalong again this year.
Please plan to join us on Sunday, December 12th at 2:00 pm in the church. Afterwards we will
be having hot chocolate and various yummy desserts in the Fellowship Hall. Looking forward
to seeing all of you and hearing your melodious voices as we join together in song during this
Blessed Christmas Season!

THE SALVATION ARMY ANGEL TREE PROGRAM
The Caring Ministries Committee is again participating in the Salvation Army Angel Tree
Program. Thank you to all of you who took a tag. Please remember to attach the entire tag to
the gift. It is very important that the tag be secured to the gift because it has the family number
and the name of the child on the tag. When these become disconnected, it makes it difficult to
try to match up the gift to the child.

DO NOT WRAP THE GIFT
All gifts need to be back to the church by Sunday, December 5.
Nan Carlson
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CHRISTMAS COOKIE EXCHANGE
Due to popular demand, we will be having a Christmas Cookie Exchange
again this year to be held on Saturday, December 18th. It will be fun and
enable us each to acquire an assortment of Christmas cookies without
having to make multiple batches of different varieties of cookies.
Each baker will contribute 4 dozen cookies. You will need to email or give me
the recipe for your cookies in advance so that we know what kind of cookies
you are making and what ingredients are in the cookies (due to food allergies)
and to enable us to provide everyone with a cookie recipe booklet.
Our hope is to be able to take some extra cookies to our homebound and
those in long-term care facilities. If you want to you can make extra cookies to
make this possible or you could choose to donate a dozen or two of your
cookie assortments towards this cause.
We will put your assortment of cookies back in the container that you brought
your own cookies to the church in. Please put your name and phone number
on your container.

We will let you know when your cookies can be dropped off at POP – this will
be determined based on the situation with Covid-19 during the next month or
so.
Currently, a few of us plan to meet at POP on Saturday morning, December
18th to sort the cookies. However, if Covid-19 is not an issue anyone who
wants to can join in to help pack cookies while we sing a few Christmas
carols. Most likely you would be able to pick up your cookies late morning.
Please let me know if you are planning to be part of our cookie exchange by
calling or emailing me by Wednesday, December 15th. This will allow
adequate time for me to put together the cookie recipe booklet. If you have
any questions or would like to help, please contact me. Looking forward to
enjoying some yummy Christmas cookies baked with love by POP
members!!
Thanks,
Janet Lutz
jblutz60@gmail.com
(609) 235-6070
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Each month we
will be
spotlighting a
PoP member in
each edition of
Blueprints.
In DecemberLet’s get to
know
Joan Estey

JOAN MARIE
HILDEBRANDT
ESTEY
1934-2021

Where were you born/raised? Born in Brooklyn, NY. Raised in Maywood, NJ.
What was your very first job? Salesgirl handling children's book stock and toy inventory at toy store, Hobby Land.
What was your nickname growing up? Didn't really have a nickname
although friend Beverly called her ‘Joanie’.
What is your favorite food? Favorite food is prime rib. Medium rare. Yum!
What is the best/most memorable vacation you have taken? Loved going to the
farm in the Catskills as a kid, where Nellie and Claude had cows, chickens, pigs and
cats. Also enjoyed Hawaii & Puerto Rico in later years with husband.
What is your favorite holiday? Hands down, Christmas!
What superpower would you most want? To be immune to disease and
sickness or injury!
If you could donate $100,000 to any philanthropic cause or charity, which one
would you choose? American Cancer Society. Often coordinated fundraisers for
ACS, mother died of cancer and she had breast cancer.
What quote or Bible verse most resonates with you? Psalm 121: I lift up my eyes
to the Mountains - where does my help come from? My help comes from the Lord,
the Maker of heaven and earth....
What accomplishment are you most proud of? Motherhood, four children, 1 boy
and 3 girls!
What one thing would we be most surprised to learn about you? One of the only women in her class to earn a Master’s degree in Business at Cornell University,
where she met husband, Richard!
What kind of music do you enjoy? Jazz music and show tunes.
What is your favorite animal? Loves dogs!
What is your favorite activity to do with your family? Swimming with the family at
Long Pond in New Hampshire.
What do you love most about PoP? The choirs and music at PoP, also love Pastor
Paul!
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Come and Work with PoP's
newly forming
Finance Committee
Openings now exist to get in on the formation of this essential
ministry team! If you have the desire and willingness to help your
congregation remain good stewards of all our financial resources, you are the perfect fit for this
team!

For more information about this committee please reach out to Lorraine Lavery at
marc.lorrainelavery@gmail.com.

NAOMI CIRCLE
Naomi Circle will be meeting on Tuesday, December 7th at 1:00 p.m. in the Green Room. All are
welcome!
Naomi Circle creates mission quilts for Lutheran World Relief to send wherever there is need. All
are welcome to join us. You don't need to know how to sew to participate...just willing hands!
If you have any questions you can contact me at 203-743-6750 or via email:
karmull@sbcglobal.net.
Karen Muller

PoP Pre-School
As the holiday season is upon us, the Prince of Peace Pre-School is preparing to share their
voices with holiday caroling the week of December 13th. Families will gather outdoors (by
classroom) to enjoy festive holiday songs and share in laughter and community. As we look
forward to next year, we also begin enrollment for the 2022/2023 school year. Please note, the
school will be closed for winter break from December 20th through December 31st.
Warmest holiday wishes from the Pre-School!
Heidi Riddle
Pre-School Director
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

1

Tom Herpel

27

Marci & Jim Sharp

7

Heidi Adam

28

Polly & Don Groff

8

Bill Duffy

9

Mindi Sanger

11

Marci Sharp

15

Elizabeth Davies

16

Jocelyn Doré

18

Jason Zimmitti, Michael Mattera

20

Mary Ewert

22

Susan Lehmann

23

Jeanette Lupinacci

25

Pastor Lutz

27

Lisi Ewert

29

Al Morey, Mark Nobes

If your birthday or anniversary is not listed
in Blueprints and you would like it to be
please contact Rene at the Church office.

Fellowship after
10:00 a.m. Service
If you would like to be a host of our coffee
hour in December please sign up on the sheet
on the table in the Narthex.

We mourn the recent deaths
of three women connected to PoP
Donna Marie Wright passed away peacefully on November 6, 2021 at Danbury Hospital in
Danbury, CT. Donna was born on January 19,1963 in Kingston, Jamaica to the late Lucille and
Lester Wright. Beloved wife of Stephen Murphy and devoted mother to LeAnna Murphy.
Leslie Marcoux, the wife of the Rev. Fred Marcoux who served as pastor at PoP from 1970 to
1973, died on November 18, 2021.
Joan Marie (Hildebrandt) Estey, 87, the matriarch of the Estey family, passed away
peacefully surrounded by her loving family on November 24 at the Filosa Nursing Home and
Rehabilitation Center in Danbury, Connecticut. Joan was devoted to her loving husband,
Richard, and had the opportunity to celebrate their 60th Anniversary. Besides her husband, she
leaves her children: Margaret McLoone and her husband, Kevin, of Brookfield, CT; Diana
Estey of Mill Valley, CA.; Richard Estey and his wife, Robin, of Yardley, PA; and Alison Estey
and her husband, Matt Guffey, of Stowe, VT. A Celebration of Life was held at PoP on
November 29, 2021.
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NOTE OF THANKS
Dear Church Family,
Thank you for the many ways you have expressed concern for me and for Allen after my unexpected
hospitalization on September 1st and still being at a rehab facility for now.
I believe God desires wholeness for us, but our time on earth is finite.
I love seasons; church, those of nature, celebrations of anniversaries and other ways we use to
measure time. With church seasons we follow a circle in one sense yet move on from the point we
were at as we grew that year.
During my hospitalization we were reminded how close I came to dying. I remember once waking
from a brief dream feeling calm and supported. I was standing at the base of a while column at the
bottom of white gently curving stairs at a time I could not stand at all outside of the dream. I woke
remembering my confirmation verse from Psalm 27: “One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I
seek after: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life to behold the beauty of
the Lord and inquire in this temple”.
I did not feel I would necessarily die right then but if I did that verse would say so much about my

life ever since I could recall. I felt deeply grateful for my expanding seasons and for the living
people who have been such a gift to me.
God bless all of you in your seasons.
Pam and Allen Nemetz
Rehab # (203) 448-1048
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Prince of Peace

FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE
Friday, December 17th 6:00 p.m.

At the home of Susi Lehmann
45 Aunt Hack Road - Danbury, CT
A little about Friday Night Live…
FNL is an evening consisting of adult couples and individuals, with good
food and fellowship. We usually meet the 3rd Friday evening of the
month. We usually meet at a host home, or the host can decide to have it
at church.
Vaccinated Adults of all ages are welcome!
If you would like to attend, there will be a sign-up sheet in the Narthex at
the church or you can e-mail the host. Couples bring an entrée to serve
eight and either an appetizer, a side dish or a dessert. Individuals bring
one item.

Please sign-up at the church or e-mail lleh45@sbcglobal.net if you would
like to attend and what you will bring.
Please join us for an enjoyable evening!
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Daily Bread Food Pantry
Just a reminder. Please remember the articles that are listed below for the daily bread Food
Pantry. They tend to be most nutritious and are easy to distribute. Avoid glass jars and
fragile packaging. Monetary donations are a good choice and easy to do on-line at
dailybreadfoodpantryDanburyct.org.

Canned tuna, salmon or chicken
Beans (canned or dry)
Peanut butter

Meal-in-a-can (beef stew, spaghetti & meatballs, etc.)
Soup (especially chicken noodle)
Rice (1, 2 or 3 pound bags)
Pasta
Macaroni and cheese
Canned corn
Canned vegetables
Canned fruit
Breakfast cereal (hot or cold)
Marinara sauce and canned tomato products
Toiletries:
Shampoo
Deodorant
Toothpaste
Drop off your food items or checks (payable to DAILY BREAD FOOD PANTRY) to the
church's front door anytime. Please note all future correspondence to the Daily Bread
food pantry should go to P.O. Box 2 Danbury, CT 06813-0002.
Thank you for you donations and prayers.
Mary Weisensee
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Worship Services

Contact Us

Go to our website to experience our virtual worship
and giving opportunities.
Sunday’s December 5,12,19, & 26
10:00 a.m. in person inside worship
10:00 a.m. Zoom service

Pastor: The Rev. Paul Lutz
Website: www.princeofpeacebrookfield.org
E-mail: poplutheranchurch@sbcglobal.net
Phone: (203) 775-9070
Fax: (203) 775-9573

Zoom Women's Bible Study happens on the third
Wednesday of the month at 10:00 a.m.
For more information and a secure invite, please
contact Pastor Lutz.

Our vision…
“Prince of Peace is a loving and caring family of Christians. We gather to hear the Christian story in word
and song and to experience that story through the sacraments. The members of our family are involved in
a mission of Christian unity. Through worship and Christian fellowship we are empowered to commit our
talents in a way that makes a difference in our lives and the lives of those we touch.”

PRINCE OF PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
P.O. BOX 5184
119 JUNCTION ROAD
BROOKFIELD, CT 06804
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