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Dear Disciples at Prince of Peace,
As we enter the second summer adjusting to the pandemic and a threatening new strain, there are two topics I would like for
us to consider – worship and polity.
The first is our changing worship life. As I write this, we have two Sunday morning worship opportunities – 9:00 a.m. inside
following some pandemic precautions and 11:00 a.m. outside in the parking lot. The first service is averaging around 35
worshipers plus 7 to 10 on Zoom. The second service is averaging around 15 worshipers. While we do not think we will be
“returning” to what was, we do think that we will still experience some “forwarding” to what will be in our worship life.
We are grateful that so many of you have expressed your thoughts about how good it feels to be worshiping together and
what you would still like to see. Your comments about our worship life inspire us. They communicate your concern and
desire for the future of our faith community. Thank you.
This leads me to the second topic, polity. Polity is how we as a congregation are organized for governance. In the ELCA our
congregational constitution established an organization and decision-making structure. The top and absolute decisionmaking body is the congregation. We currently have two meetings a year when we as a congregation decide on large and
small issues that affect our life together. Going down the structure, in between Congregational Meetings, your elected
Congregational Council reviews, approves, and communicates decisions about our mutual ministry. (The Executive
Committee, consisting of elected Congregational officers helps to focus the Council on pertinent matters). And at the bottom
of the structure, various committees or task forces carry out or suggest approaches to ministry in their areas of interest.
When there is a topic to be explored – as our changing worship life – the structure works in reverse. For example, the
Worship & Music Committee discusses and makes recommendations to the Congregational Council about times, venues, and
approaches to worship. The Council receives those recommendations, approves or sends them back to the committee, and
communicates with the congregation their decision. (If the topic is deemed significant enough a special congregational
meeting might be called – think of calling a pastor).
So, as we anticipate worship changes “forwarding” us to what will be, the Worship and Music Committee is the place to
share your thoughts, hopes, and dreams. They meet monthly in advance of the Executive Committee and Council. We
anticipate that more changes to ease restrictions will be recommended and implemented this summer and fall.
If you are reading this and have participated in only a few of our worship opportunities in the last several months, whether
Zoom, in person, or outside, we would especially like to hear from you. This is your congregation too. We miss you and
would like an opportunity to make our worship life comfortable for all who call PoP their church family.
Yours on the Journey,

The Rev. Paul Lutz
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Summer Worship Schedule

Sundays at 9:00 a.m. in the building, in-person, worship with communion with a
lessening of COVID-19 precautions.
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. will also be on Zoom and streamed to our Facebook page. Links
will be available on our website.
Sundays from 10:15 to 10:50 a.m. Sunday School in-person in the Green Room or
playground (weather permitting) for children 1st-5th grade. See the Sunday School page on
our website for details.
Sundays at 11:00 a.m. outdoor, parking lot, worship with communion. This service will
not be on Zoom or streamed. Park in the lower parking lot and walk toward the church with
your folding chairs. Bring your own bread and wine or use the kit provided. According to the
CDC, for those fully vaccinated, no masks are needed for outside worship. In case of
inclement weather, service will be broadcast over FM radio in the parking lot.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR WORSHIP LEADERSHIP
If you have already decided which Sunday worship service you will regularly attend 9:00 a.m.
inside or 11:00 a.m. outside - please consider assisting with worship leadership for that
service.
There is an opportunity for you to be a part of the Welcome Team (greeter, temperature
taker, attendance taker, help with seating, lector, etc.) at the 9:00 a.m. indoor service and the
Welcome Team (set-up manager, greeter, bulletin distributor, offering collector, parking
assistant, lector, etc.) at the 11:00 a.m. outdoor worship.
Please prayerfully consider how you can be a part of these two essential Welcome
Teams. For more information and an opportunity to serve, contact Pastor Lutz today.
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JUNE ATTENDANCE
9:00 a.m.
Inside

9:00 a.m.
On-line

11:00 a.m.
Outside

Total

6/6

30

8

10

48

6/13

30

15

5

50

6/20

22

19

19

60

6/27

34

6

18

58

ALTAR GUILD
We now have an opportunity for you to assist with Altar Guild. Currently this is a group of
ladies but we can welcome gentlemen, to set and clean up after services in the church. At
present there is very little to do. More responsibility will come as more in person services
are scheduled.
A team of three is scheduled for each weekend of the month. You will not be on your own
until you feel comfortable with the procedure. You will be trained. Please call Susi at
203-744-2033 or email lleh45@sbcglobal.net for more information.
Thanks, Susan Lehmann

FLOWERS AT THE ALTAR
Most Sundays during the year, we have a beautiful bouquet of flowers at the altar that was
created by the members of Altar Guild. Those flowers are dedicated and paid for by
members of the congregation.
The arrangements cost $25.00. If you would like to dedicate altar flowers in memory of a
loved one, to the glory of God, or in honor of a person or event, you can sign up for
your chosen date on the Flower Chart between the bathrooms in the Narthex. You also
need to fill out a flower request form, which is located next to the Flower Chart, and put it in
Rene Tuccillo’s mailbox. Your name and dedication will appear in the worship bulletins. If
two people sign up for the same date, flowers can be placed in other locations in the
Sanctuary, such as on the organ or piano or at the baptismal font. We do not have flowers
at the altar during lent.
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COUNCIL UPDATE
New Congregational Officers/ Executive Committee
President: Lorraine Lavery
Vice President's: Liz Davies and Kevin Peterson
Secretary: Nan Carlson
Financial Secretary: Nicole Cable
Acting Treasurer: Rich Mercado
Other Council Members: Laura Duffy, Tina Giubileo, Casey Johansen,
Susi Lehmann, Meg McLoone & Julie Parker
Committee/Ministry Liaisons:
Finance Committee: Susi Lehmann
Faith Formation: Lorraine Lavery
Preschool: Julie Parker
Social Ministry: Nan Carlson
Parish Life: Laura Duffy
Worship & Music: Tina Giubileo
Property: Kevin Peterson
There are currently two openings on Council. If you'd like to learn more about
these important positions, please speak with any member of the Council or
Pastor Paul.
The next Executive Committee meeting will be on July 14th at 7:00 p.m. at
Prince of Peace.
The next Council meeting will be on July 21st at 7:00 p.m. at Prince of Peace.
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Highlights from June Congregational Meeting
Sunday, June 13th at 10:00 a.m.


A quorum was reached with 36 people in person and 13 on zoom.



The meeting started at 9:58 a.m. with an opening prayer.



The agenda was approved.



Minutes of the 2020 June Congregational Meeting were approved.



Preschool Budget Report given by Heidi Riddle. Incoming tuition covers outgoing
expenses. Optimistic with current enrollment numbers. Looking forward to the
coming year. The preschool budget was voted on and approved.



Misty Hollow - Steve Kleppin - A new survey will be done to adjust the property
boundaries. The property will be more marketable with more land. Once the survey
is completed, it needs to be filed with the Town of Brookfield.



Organist Search - Tina Giubileo - A search has begun for a candidate for the organist
position. We have the funds in the budget to offer a position.



Nominating Committee - The following people were on this committee: Nan Carlson,
Doug Berendsohn, Jerry Nabozny, Liz Davies, Kevin Peterson, and Casey Johansen.



Council Nominees: Meg McLoone and Nan Carlson were introduced to the
congregation. Laura Duffy was nominated as an open nomination from the floor. All
candidates, nominated for a three-year term, were voted on and approved by the
congregation.



Church Budget - Susan Lehmann - There will be more income coming in from the
pre-school. She reported that Rich expressed that it is too early to get an update on
the budget. A question from Kevin Fay was asked about the continued status of the
choir director furloughs. Worship and Music expressed that it is evaluated on a
month by month basis and it would depend on the financials and budget.



Motion of Adjournment and closing prayer at 10:15 a.m.
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Prince of Peace Small Group Conversations
We hope that you are all well and enjoying the weather. We are excited about the
increasing opportunities for in-person worship and our steady return to more in-person
fellowship.
These positive changes enable us to now shape our identity and focus relentlessly on our
mission and purpose for the future. As mentioned in previous communications, the
Congregation Council together with the Forward Leadership Team have been working to
organize a series of small group conversations with all of you to help us shape our mission
and define our calling as a church family.
We are now ready to kick off the second round of conversations and would like to extend
an invitation to those who haven't yet participated.
These conversations will take place in groups of four members and facilitated by two
members of the Forward Leadership Team/Council. We intend to keep the session to one
hour and focus the conversation on the following three questions:




What brought you to Prince of Peace for the first time?
What keeps you coming to Prince of Peace?
What do you love about Prince of Peace?

Through these questions, we intend to gain insights on our core strengths as a
congregation and use those strengths to define our “why” and establish a roadmap moving
forward.
This schedule is a mix of face-to-face format at the church and on Zoom.
It is very important that you make sure to sign up in a timely fashion to help us with
planning and implementation. Please go to our website to sign-up.
We look forward to you joining us in learning more about our fellow PoP disciples and
hearing your PoP story. This is an exciting journey, thank you for your commitment!
In Christ,

Prince of Peace Executive Council
(on behalf of the Council and Forward Leadership Team)
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New England Synod Assembly Meeting – June 12, 2021
On Saturday 6/12/21 from 8:45 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., Pastor Paul, Tina Giubileo, and I attended the New
England Synod Assembly Zoom video meeting. A maximum of 353 New England Synod connected
people logged on for the meeting. The title of this Assembly meeting was “We’ve never done it this
way before.” The title was accurate in terms of Synod Assembly meetings having always been
conducted in person. However, this title was also applicable in a post global pandemic environment,
and illustrated to us all the realities of rebuilding our church activities, our church lives, and what it
means to be a faithful Christian in this rapidly changing world.
The first 90 plus minutes consisted of a beautiful Zoom worship service filled with music, singing,
prayer, lessons, and words of wisdom from Bishop Hazelwood about our faith and Lutheran church in
these changing times. Bishop Hazelwood spoke of one of his favorite parables, the parable of a father
who sent his four sons to see an admired pear tree. Each son travelled and witnessed the pear tree in
a different season and had different impressions. Some sons saw the pear tree bare and fruitless in
the Fall and Winter, whiles others witnessed the pear tree full and vibrant with fruit in the Spring and
Summer. The parable illustrates how we can’t make judgements based on just one season or
instance, but need to recognize the realities of change over time. We and the church have changed
over the past pandemic year, but we all are still one in Christ. Just as they always have, the seeds of
God’s word continue to germinate in our world despite change.
To honor the 50th Anniversary of Ordained Women of the ELCA, the meeting featured 4 video
segments honoring the Ordained Women of the ELCA. In each segment women introduced
themselves and told the year they were Ordained. The meeting attendees voted on New England
Synod Constitution amendments and the 2022 NE Synod Budget which passed. There were two guest
keynote speakers who gave inspirational presentations. They spoke of their thoughts on where
we’ve been as a church, who we are presently, and where we may be headed in these modern post
pandemic times. Yes, it will be challenging, but we are called to action and have God and Jesus to
guide us.
Bishop Hazelwood asked us to realize as we return to in person worship and church life to recognize
we are not returning to the same church in a post pandemic world. In this new era, he asked us to
consider three elements as we move forward in our church life and faith:


We need partners in faith – and need to consider relationships with other faiths and churches –
i.e. Episcopal, Protestant, Catholic, etc. How can we help each other and our communities?



Experiment – try new cooperative ministries with other churches and faiths – in doing so we can
form stronger alliances in Christ.



Humorously, we can embrace our weird wisdom – we all have some elements that others
consider weird – if we embrace that and consider other perspectives, we can all learn and grow in
faith and service.

I found this New England Synod Assembly meeting inspiring and appropriate considering what we all
have been through over the last year.
In faith, respectfully submitted 6/27/21
Steve Davies
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Prince of Peace

FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE
Friday, July 16th 6:00 p.m.
At the home of Laura & Bill Duffy
17 Pilgrim Lane Sandy Hook, CT 06482
A little about Friday Night Live…
FNL is an evening consisting of adult couples and individuals, with good food
and fellowship. We meet the 3rd Friday evening of the month. We usually meet
at a host home, or the host can decide to have it at church.

Vaccinated Adults of all ages are welcome!
If you would like to attend, there will be a sign-up sheet in the Narthex at the
church or you can e-mail the host. Couples bring an entrée to serve eight and
either an appetizer, a side dish or a dessert. Individuals bring one item.

If you are more comfortable bringing your own lawn chairs to sit in the backyard
and socialize - feel free!
Please sign-up at the church or e-mail Laura Duffy at l.duffy@charter.net if you
would like to attend and what you will bring.
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JULY BIRTHDAYS

JULY ANNIVERSARIES

1

Louise Riley

5

Laura & Bill Duffy

2

Jacob Johansen, Dory Kutz,
Joyce Rannestad

10

Donna Wright Murphy
& Stephen Murphy

3

Frieda Braun, Gene Passarella

12

Joyce & Harold Rannestad

7

David Coogle

13

9

Johnna Fettinger

Cheryl & Michael Hallock
Jennifer & Richard Keith

13

Daniel McLoone, Amanda Keith,
Ryan Keith

21

Gail & Ernie Lehman

23

Matt & Chris Klauck

15

Polly Groff, Mike Hallock,
Jennifer Keith

26

Eva & Andrew Koehm
Michael & Kristen Mattera

17

Kim Maier

19

Pam McMillen, Ryan Zimmitti

If your birthday or anniversary is not listed in

20

Patrick Fettinger,
Carolyn Palmer, Russell Walsh

Blueprints and you would like it to be please

23

Alan Morey, Dennis Schroeder

contact Rene at the Church office.

24

Caleb Coogle

26

Laura Duffy

28

Madeleine Sanger

30

Laurie Fay

31

John Fegley

MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR
GARY WEISENSEE
You are invited to a memorial service for
Gary Weisensee on July 16, 2021 at
10:30 a.m. at Prince of Peace Lutheran
Church, 119 Junction Road, Brookfield,
CT 06804 followed by a luncheon at the
Newbury Village Club House at 12:00
p.m. Newbury Village is at 901 Federal
Rd. Brookfield, CT 06804. All are
invited.

HYMN SING AND ICE
CREAM SOCIAL
We will be having a Hymn Sing and Ice Cream
Social at Prince of Peace on Sunday, July
11th. The event will be held in our parking lot
where we will sing all of your favorite hymns
from 6:30 until 7:30 p.m.. Then at 7:30 p.m.
we will enjoy some delicious ice cream with
yummy toppings and good conversation with
one another. Plan to bring a chair to sit on
while we sing. If the weather is questionable,
we will hold the event in the Fellowship Hall.
I look forward to seeing many faces and
hearing many lovely voices on July 11th.
Thanks,
Janet Lutz

Thank you,
Mary Weisensee
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CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL
Name

Phone Number

E-mail Address

Nicole Cable
Financial Secretary

(203) 775-8358

andcable03@yahoo.com

Nancy Carlson
Secretary

(203) 778-1171

nancsew@gmail.com

Liz Davies
Vice President

(203) 241-7818

elizdavies15@gmail.com

Laura Duffy

(203) 270-8644

l.duffy@charter.net

Tina Giubileo

(715) 797-6858

tinagiubileo@yahoo.com

Casey Johansen

(860) 350-8152

casey.johansen71@gmail.com

Lorraine Lavery
President

(845) 416-0900

marc.lorrainelavery@gmail.com

Susan Lehmann

(203) 744-2033

lleh45@sbcglobal.net

Meg McLoone

(203) 775-1724

mkloon@yahoo.com

Rich Mercado
Acting Treasurer

(203) 775-0185

rpm1348@aol.com

Julie Parker

(203) 313-0600

jksp66@gmail.com

Kevin Peterson
Vice President

(203) 740-8261

kevinrpeterson@gmail.com

You?
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Worship Services

Contact Us

We are online for worship, study, giving and
fellowship!
Go to our website to experience our virtual worship
and giving opportunities.

Pastor: The Rev. Paul Lutz

Sunday’s July 4, 11, 18, 25, 9:00 a.m. in person
inside worship (registration required),9:00 a.m.
Zoom service.,11:00 a.m. outside worship service.
Zoom Women's Bible Study happens on the third
Wednesday of the month at 10:00 a.m.
Join us each Sunday at 10:15 a.m. for a Zoom
Fellowship/Coffee Hour (immediately following
zoom worship no need to call back in).

Phone: (203) 775-9070

Website: www.princeofpeacebrookfield.org
E-mail: poplutheranchurch@sbcglobal.net

Fax: (203) 775-9573

Our vision…
“Prince of Peace is a loving and caring family of Christians. We gather to hear the Christian story in word
and song and to experience that story through the sacraments. The members of our family are involved in
a mission of Christian unity. Through worship and Christian fellowship we are empowered to commit our
talents in a way that makes a difference in our lives and the lives of those we touch.”

PRINCE OF PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
P.O. BOX 5184
119 JUNCTION ROAD
BROOKFIELD, CT 06804
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