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A Letter from Pastor Charlie 

 
Advent is the season before Christmas. The word Advent means “coming.” Advent is the time when we make 
ourselves ready as Jesus comes into the world.  

In worship, we light the candles of hope, peace, joy, and love, and we sing songs of yearning for God’s will to 
be done. Our Advent theme this year is “Let There Be Light,” in which we explore something new: an Advent 
devotional with written words and invitations to color, called “Let There Be Color.” Each day of Advent has a 
Bible reading, a reflection, an invitation to pray, and an invitation to respond with words or art or action.  

Pick up a copy at church, and join the journey.  

Plus we’re having Advent vespers on Wednesday evenings via YouTube, focusing on “welcoming the light.” 
More info below! 

My hope is that you will experience anew God’s light and God’s love, and that you’ll find ways to share—
with your family and friends and even strangers.  

We are still in a challenging time. We need to encourage and support each other. How can you welcome and 
share the light today?  

Grace and peace, 

Charlie Berthoud, Pastor 

Thank You from Donna 
 

Thank you for a wonderful farewell celebration on November 21. The children’s music, the photo book of 
memories, cards, generous gifts, well wishes, and prayers are much appreciated. It has been a joy and a bless-
ing to walk the journey of faith with children and adults at Covenant Presbyterian Church. - Donna Monson 

Covenant’s YouTube channel: www.youtube.com/c/CovenantPresbyterianChurch 
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Youth Connection Children’s Ministries 
 

We are thrilled to welcome our Interim Children’s 
Ministries Coordinator, Jo Wiersema! Jo is so 
grateful to be a part of the Covenant team. She is 

currently a student at University of Dubuque Theo-
logical Seminary and is working on her Master of 
Divinity. She has been in Madison for the last five 
years with her husband, Theodore, and their three 

cats. She is an avid reader, baker, and volunteer. She 
loves to work alongside the Madison community 
with organizations such as Literacy Network and 

Madison Cat Project. She's looking forward to step-
ping into the role of the Interim Children's Minis-

tries Coordinator and working with the great volun-
teers and staff that have already done so much for 

the congregation and the community.  

Sunday School 
3 year olds through 8th Graders 

• In-Person Sunday School meets from 10:00 to 
10:50 a.m. each Sunday. Follow the footprints 
from the front door to the classrooms. Sunday 
School will not meet on Sunday, December 5. 

• At-Home Sunday School lessons for children 
and parents to do together are available on the 
Sunday School page of the Covenant website. 

Visit www.covenantmadison.org/sunday-
school. 

Children’s Bulletins which follow the scripture of 
the morning can be found at the table with the 

Family Worship Bags. 

A Children’s Time Video is shared each Sunday 
and explains the morning’s scripture lesson. 

Kaleidoscope Worship Education at 9:00 Wor-
ship Only: All 3 year old through 1st grade chil-
dren are invited to attend this class to learn about 
the parts of worship. Children leave the sanctuary 
after the Children’s Time and go to room C208 in 

the upper Christian Education wing.  

Social Distanced Seating is available in the balco-
ny and on the left side of the sanctuary. 

The Puzzle Exchange Is Always Open! 
NEW: Holiday Puzzles available! 

Stop by the church courtyard and find a puzzle to 
take home to assemble. Puzzles are for children 
and adults. Look for the cabinet under the over-

hang near the picnic tables.  

For more information about Children’s  
Ministries, please contact Interim Children’s  

Ministries Coordinator Jo Wiersema 
(jwiersema@covenantmadison.org).  

Middle School Youth Connection (MSYC)  
Grades 6-8 

High School Youth Connection (HSYC)  
Grades 9-12 

 
MSYC Hanging Greens! 

We will meet on Saturday, December 4 from 4:00
-5:00pm to hang live greens in the gathering area. 
We’ll also be putting up our “Hat & Mitten Trees.” 

Join us! 
 

MSYC Sunday, December 12 
We will gather at the church from 4:00-5:00pm for 

games, laughter, possible snack, and devotions. 
Bring a friend or meet one here.  

 
MSYC Christmas Gathering 

We will break out the pizza and a movie in Brad-
field Hall on Saturday, December 18 from 6:00-
8:00pm. Pizza will be eaten in a socially distanced 

kind of way.  
 

HSYC “Shop & Wrap” 
We will be shopping for Christmas gifts for 35 chil-
dren and teen clients of The River Food Pantry on 
Sunday, December 5. Due to COVID, we’re not 

carpooling, so we have broken this activity up into 
two parts.  

1:00-2:15pm – meet at Target Hilldale to shop 
6:30-7:30pm – meet at Covenant to wrap the gifts 

 
HSYC Sunday, December 12 

We will meet at Covenant from 6:30-8:00pm. This 
is a great way in which teens can check in with each 
other and check out the faith. No spotlights. Just a 

good place to be.  
 

HSYC Christmas Dinner December 19 
We will gather at Covenant from 6:30-8:00pm for a 
dinner of Gino’s lasagna and all the trimmings. The 
tables will be spread out in Bradfield Hall for a so-
cially distanced kind of dining experience. We will 
also have a video presentation that will lend well to 

conversation about this time of year.  
 

 For more information, please contact  
Youth Ministries Coordinator Steve Royalton 

(sroyalton@covenantmadison.org).   
 

 
 
 

https://www.covenantmadison.org/sunday-school
https://www.covenantmadison.org/sunday-school
https://www.riverfoodpantry.org/
https://www.riverfoodpantry.org/
https://www.riverfoodpantry.org/
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Adult Education in December 
All December classes will meet in-person and on Zoom at 10:00am on Sunday mornings:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89540028471.  
 
December 5:  NO CLASS 
 
December 12:  Matthew 25 Church Focus #1:  Building Congregational Vitality 
 

Mark Elsdon, Executive Director of Pres House, will speak about his book We Aren't Broke: Uncovering Hid-
den Resources for Mission and Ministry, in which he discusses how churches can more creatively align their 
assets (e.g., building and investments) with their faith and mission. He will also discuss lessons individuals 
may draw from his experiences and research. This book is an invitation to envision a different way of putting 
God’s gifts to work in the world. It draws upon a remarkable story of rebirth at a Presbyterian-affiliated cam-
pus ministry center at the University of Wisconsin, along with profiles of other creative social enterprises, to 
describe how church property and investment assets can be put to work for innovation, transformation, and 
financial sustainability. This class will be available in person and via Zoom.  
 
December 19:  Christmas Sing-Along (in the sanctuary) 
 

Join the family-friendly celebration from 10-10:30 led by Covenant’s music staff. Requests will be taken for 
your favorite carols and hymns! 
 
December 26:  NO CLASS 
 
Coming in January and February... 
 

Classes aligned with the sermon series Let’s Talk About It: Theological Reflection on Sex, Sexuality, Gender 
Identity, and More. Read next month’s Caravan and watch the library for copies of some books for recom-
mended reading. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89540028471
https://www.melsdon.com/
https://www.melsdon.com/
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Library Corner: Matthew (Belief: A 

Theological Commentary on the Bible) 
Written by Anna Case-Winters and Reviewed by Lloyd Southwick  
 
[Excerpt] Matthew’s presentation of the life and teachings of Jesus is 
related to the struggles that his addressee church is wrestling with, at 
the time when Matthew probably wrote his gospel, probably between 70 and 107 a.d. 
Matthew’s community of believers is thought to have been Jewish, and was likely locat-
ed in Syrian Antioch. These issues resonate “remarkably with challenges we face to-
day.” They can be categorized as follows: conflict and division were problems for the 
community of faith; some members were insiders and others were outsiders; political 
and religious leaders were distrusted and discredited; most of the common people were 

powerless; cultures clashed. These issues allow an outline of the gospel that Matthew has given us.  

Read more here:  
www.covenantmadison.org/post/book-review-matthew-belief-a-theological-commentary-on-the-bible. 

Hat & Mitten Trees!  
  

Our Middle School Youth Connection will again be sponsoring our Hat & Mitten Trees from December 5-19. 

Donations of new hats, mittens, scarves, and gloves can be hung on the trees during this time. Donations will 
be given to the children and teens served through The River Food Pantry.  

Matthew 25 Covenant Book Drive 
 

Many thanks to those of you who donated books to the Covenant 
Book Drive in October! Children in our community will benefit 
from the 81 books that will encourage their love of reading and 
promote their literacy. We send these books with love to those in prison hoping they will benefit from the 170 
books that will promote the pursuit of knowledge and hopefully help break the cycle of recidivism.  As our 
church lives the call of the Matthew 25 initiative, your donations will go toward “eradicating systemic pov-
erty” as we serve our neighbors. When we serve those in our community, we also serve Christ.   

Covenant is Hiring! 
 

Custodian 
Covenant Presbyterian Church needs a FT custodian. 
The custodian will keep our building clean; set up and 
take down tables/ chairs; and do light electrical / 
plumbing / mechanical maintenance and repairs. Ap-
plicants should have some related experience. This 
position offers a generous benefits package including 
health insurance (full payment of a single premium), 
a retirement plan with an up to 8% employer match, 
and paid time off. The pay is $17.50 / hr. Send resume 
to Mary Kieta at mkieta@covenatmadison.org.   

 
Weekend Custodian/Groundskeeper 
Covenant Presbyterian Church needs a weekend custo-
dian / groundskeeper. This person will provide week-
end custodial services and does room set up. During  

 
 
 
the growing season, this person will maintain the 
church grounds and mow the grass. This is a 12 hour a 
week position and pays  $15/ hr. For additional infor-
mation, contact Mary Kieta. 

Nursery Assistant 
We are looking for an enthusiastic, caring, loving per-
son who is interested in providing nursery care here at 
Covenant. You will get a chance to work with some 
wonderful people, and some adorable children, all the 
while helping parents to grow in their faith. Pay rate 
of $13.47/hour at 4 hours per week. For a full position 
description or to apply, contact Pastor Jeff Fox-Kline 
or visit covenantmadison.org.  

https://www.covenantmadison.org/post/book-review-matthew-belief-a-theological-commentary-on-the-bible
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Mission Spotlight: Grace Food Pantry 

“I was hungry and you fed me” 
 

Food insecurity is more common than you might think. Feeding Wisconsin, a 
statewide network of food banks, estimated that in 2020 one in seven people experi-
enced hunger in Wisconsin. Among children that number was one in four. Through its 
Mission budget, Covenant is helping to feed hungry people in Madison. One of those 
ways is by our financial support of the Grace Food Pantry, located in Grace Episcopal 
Church on the Capitol Square. Grace Food Pantry has been welcoming the hungry for 
over forty years. Although housed at Grace Church, the pantry has its own budget and relies on federal 
and state funding and donations from community members to stock the shelves with food. Dedicated 
volunteers make sure over 300 families each month have access to packaged goods, fresh produce, 
meat, diapers and toiletry items. Visit gracechurchmadison.org/grace-food-pantry to learn more. 

Christmas Joy Offering:  
A Gift That Opens Doors 

A special offering received annually by the Presbyterian Church (USA), the Christmas Joy Offering has been 
received since the 1930s. Through the Great Depression, in times of war and peace, and now in the midst of a 
global pandemic, we have been given the chance to support past, present, and future church leadership through 
our gifts to the Christmas Joy Offering.  
 

In 2021, the goal of this special offering remains the same. Retired church workers and their families are sup-
ported through pension assistance and housing supplements provided by the Board of Pensions. Emergency 
Assistance Grants are made available to those currently serving in churches when an unexpected need or fi-
nancial crisis arises. And future leaders are aided through the Presbyterian Church’s commitment to education 
and leadership development. Students of color receive scholarships to continue their education.  
 

The theme of this year’s Christmas Joy Offering is a verse from the Book of Proverbs: “A gift opens doors”.  
Your financial gifts to the Christmas Joy Offering open doors…doors to a more fulfilling or less anxious 
life…doors to higher education and leadership development.  
 

In 2020, churches in John Knox Presbytery that received the Christmas Joy Offering sent just over $16,000 to 
support the past, present and future leaders of our churches. Working together we accomplish great 
things. God accepts what we offer and makes it amazing! 

Offering Envelopes for 2022 are now available. Please contact the church office if you are interested in using 
envelopes for the coming year.  

A Musical Treat! On Friday, December 10 at 7:00pm, Covenant friends Emily Allen (cello) and Eric Trans 
(piano) will perform a recital of their favorite sonatas. Their program includes Rachmaninoff’s Cello Sonata 
and Mendelssohn’s D Major Cello Sonata. There is a freewill offering, suggested $10 general, $5 student.  
Masks required.  

The Mercy Mats group will NOT meet in December. Gatherings will resume in January on the 1st and 3rd 

Wednesdays of the month from 1:00-3:00 pm. Newcomers are welcome!  

Just A Note 

http://www.gracechurchmadison.org/grace-food-pantry
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