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BY DR. ANDY MILLER, III

A UNITED ARMY in 
TROUBLED TIMES

These are complicated days for Salvation Army soldiers. Like Jeremiah prayed when the city of Jerusalem was 
under attack, it feels like the “siege ramps are built up to take the city…” (Jeremiah 32:23). In our case the siege 
ramps are seemingly built up to take The Salvation Army through the cultural, sexual, and moral revolutions. Learn-
ing to navigate this moment as a Salvationist is challenging. What are we to make of same-sex marriages, polygamy, 
polyamory, transgenderism, abortion, and Christian progressivism that seems to reject what has been understood 
for centuries of Christianity? As a soldier, I have struggled with these questions. At times it has felt like the answers 
are too complicated. I want to love people and help them come to know Jesus, but I feel the pastoral challenges are 
beyond my pay grade. 
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1994
I became a soldier in 1994 when I was 14 years old. 

My parents were serving a corps on the north side of 
Chicago, even then a community marked by LGBTQ 
culture. I remember the day very clearly when I signed 
my Soldier’s Covenant. I remember rereading the doc-
ument before I signed. That same document is hanging 
on my wall as I write this article. Overwhelmed by 
so many words on that page I wondered, “Do I really 
believe these words?” Even though I had been through 
a soldier preparation course, was I able to commit to 
what I was signing? After all, I was making a cove-
nant for life, to tithe, to participate in the activity of 
The Salvation Army, to live sexually pure, and I was 
committing to eleven theological statements. I signed 
that March day in 1994 because I could sense the Spirit 
leading me to do so. Little did I know then that the 
implications of that action would reverberate for the 
rest of my life.  

As I matured and thought through what I had 
signed, I had moments of intellectual and theological 
questioning, moments where I wondered about the 
validity of some of those eleven articles of faith. There 
was a period in my early twenties where I wondered 
if the prohibition against drinking and smoking was 
merely an antiquated form of legalism. When I was 
17, I argued with people who thought that the idea of 
a “continued obedient faith” (Article 9) meant I was 
saving myself. At several points since 1994, I have 

wondered if it was possible to 
be “entirely sanctified” (Article 
10). Each of these moments 
of questioning led me back to 
affirm those words and through 
the years. I found that what 
I signed in 1994 charting a 
course for my life. 

As we face these challenges 
with the “siege ramps” set 
against us, think about what 
unites us as soldiers. For me, 

that means running to my wall and looking at that 
piece of paper signed on March 27, 1994. What I find is 
a rich resource that not only grounds reality in Scrip-
ture but provides the commitment I made as a disciple 
within the context of Salvation Army soldiership. 

Distinct, Yet United
There are plenty of distinctives for Salvationists. 

What is it that unites us with other Salvationists in 132 
countries? Is it our uniform? Is it our military struc-
ture? Is it our international leader, the General? Do 
we hold on to musical styles as a uniting reality? Do 
we hold on to experiences at Salvation Army events? 
Certainly, all these areas have strengthened my spir-
itual life. Still, I do not think these distinctives are 
enough to help me through this challenging time in our 
society and the ideological threats to the gospel at our 
door. What is it that we hold to? What unites us is our 
Soldier’s Covenant. More than a million people living 
throughout the world have signed this covenant. Every 
officer is a soldier first. There are 40,000 officers in the 
world, certainly, that is a strong group that we need in 
the war, but the one action we all share is that at some 
point we prayerfully and publicly signed the same 
covenant.  

Around the USA Southern Territory, we have a 
variety of cultural distinctions. Fellow soldiers in 
West Texas have a distinct culture from soldiers in 
the Appalachian Mountains or the beach culture of 
Florida. The distinctions in our cultures are expanded 
throughout the Army world with different languages, 
uniform styles, and cultural appropriations. Globally 
speaking, Salvation Army soldiers are incredibly 
diverse. Nevertheless, despite these distinctions in the 
South and throughout the world, we are united because 
of our shared covenant. 

The Articles of Faith
The first article of faith is primary for the way we 

navigate our cultural context. It presents us with a pic-
ture of how we discern reality in general. How do we 
know anything? It comes in the doctrine of revelation 
presented in that first article of faith. When I say, “doc-
trine of revelation,” it’s not the book of Revelation, the 
last book of the Bible. It is that God has revealed Him-
self to the world, and we say He has done that through 
“the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments.” This 
means that the Scriptures represent God’s authority 
in the world. Those Scriptures are not simply a list of 
rules but reveal to us the creator of the universe and 
His plan to redeem all of creation, including us. 

The words “divine rule” is not about rules, but it is 

As we face 
these chal-
lenges with 
the “siege 
ramps” set 
against us, 
think about 
what unites us 
as soldiers.
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like a ruler that we use to draw a straight line. How do 
we know what a straight line is, what a foot or a yard 
is? We have a ruler—the Bible. The same is true as 
we understand the foundation for “Christian faith and 
practice.” The Protestant Reformers used the language 
of “norms” to think about Scripture. It is through 
Scripture that everything in the world is normed. That 
is why they called Scripture, “the norming norm.” In 
our times, some people who accommodate to the moral 
revolution try to emphasize their own experience as 
a norm for their “Christian faith in practice.” But the 
idea of “divine rule” protects us against the whims and 
wishes of society.  

The other ten articles that follow are based upon this 
cornerstone truth—God has revealed Himself to us. 
Our triune God has given us the Scriptures as a means 
for the Holy Spirit to save sinners and make them 
holy (Articles 2-3). We understand the reality of Jesus 
being “truly and probably God and truly and properly 
man,” because of Scripture (Article 4). We know we 

are sinners because of Scripture (Article 5). We know 
of God’s redeeming grace for the "whosoever" because 
of Scripture (Article 6). We know of justifying and 
sanctifying grace because of Scripture (Articles 7-10). 
And finally, we know that we are people of body and 
soul who will be judged at the end of the world, with 
the potential of “eternal happiness” or “eternal punish-
ment” because God has spoken clearly to us through 
Scripture (Article 11). When I look at my wall and the 
covenant hanging there, I am reminded of the treasure 
I have in this Soldier’s Covenant.

Therefore, I Will

Also, there is power in the lifestyle statements 
connected by the word “therefore” in that document. I 
love that the word, therefore, joins these sections of the 
covenant. It is saying that considering these things “we 
believe” I am personally committing in my life to this 
particular form of discipleship, hence these statements 
begin with the words I will. There is a power in the 
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shift of cause and effect from “we believe” to I will. 
Sometimes in the Army, we are rightfully critiqued 

for not having solid means of discipleship in our 
system. However, if we go back to the Soldier’s Cove-
nant, the document I signed in 1994, again we find rich 
resources for our discipleship. I committed at that time 
that I will… listen to the Holy Spirit leading in my life, 
participate in worship, pray, and read the Bible regu-
larly; I will seek the kingdom and not the world as the 
foundation of my life; I will pursue holiness and purity; 
I will honor God in my relationship with my family; 
I will uphold Christian ideals with my neighbors and 
fellow Salvationists; I will use my money for the 
kingdom; I will abstain from alcohol, tobacco, drugs, 
gambling, pornography because they can enslave 
my body and I don’t want to cause another person to 
stumble. I also said I will be faithful and witnessing to 
people because I want them to be followers of Jesus. 
I said in 1994, I will care for those who are disadvan-
taged. I committed to all these things because I believe 

God has revealed Himself (Article 1), and He “requires 
from me this devotion of my life to His service for the 
salvation of the world…” 

One of the statements that I committed to at that 
time, was that “I will uphold the sanctity of marriage 
and family life.” These ten words are incredibly 
powerful. Even if I had never married or had chil-
dren, I would still be responsible for upholding the 
holy institution of marriage and family life through 
celibacy in singleness. I uphold marriage’s sanctity 
by being faithful to my wife. I uphold the sanctity of 
family life by attending the March for Life and fighting 
against abortion. I uphold the sanctity of marriage and 
family life by advocating for adoption and foster care. 
I uphold the sanctity of marriage and family life by 
responding in love to people who are living outside 
of God’s boundaries for sexual intimacy. I uphold the 
sanctity of marriage and family life by encouraging 
a cohabitating couple to get married and cease living 
together. There is no way to read these words and twist 
them to accommodate the sexual revolution that is 
around us. The complementary nature of our bodies, 
that we are created as male and female, is a holy insti-
tution that is a part of the natural order of the universe. 
Governments and churches do not create marriage or 
family life—rather they recognize it. Salvationists, 
through the Soldier’s Covenant, recognize that mar-
riage is something that should be upheld and fought  
for always.   

This statement, “upholding the sanctity of marriage 
and family life,” along with Article 1 about revelation 
and Scripture, Article 5 about sin, Article 9 about 
obedient faith, and Article 10 about sanctification are a 
bulwark against the sexual revolution. When I signed 
my Soldier’s Covenant in 1994, I knew it meant more 
than I understood, but I didn’t know it would give me 
the foundation of the chaotic societal times of my 40s. 

The world has changed significantly from the time 
when a squeaky-voiced, 14-year-old Andy Miller III 
signed that covenant. However, the truths that united 
me to a million other soldiers have not changed. When 
we come to challenging times, I suggest going back to 
this covenant for encouragement, support, and a guide 
for our lives as disciples, as soldiers.
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Salvation Soldiers…Now more than ever we need Spiritual “Grit.”
What is grit? Grit is passion. Grit is perseverance 

for very long-term goals. Grit is having stamina. Grit 
is sticking with your future, day in and day out. Not 
just for the week, not just for the month, but for years 
and working really hard to make that future a reality. 
Grit is staying dedicated, keeping your passion, keep-
ing the Salvation Army mission at the forefront, and 
staying faithful until the goal is accomplished. Grit is 
determination.  

You won’t find the word grit in a credible English 
translation of the Bible. But it’s there, nonetheless. 
The Bible’s terms for grit are steadfastness and endur-
ance. Steadfastness is the determination to remain at 
your post no matter what comes your way. Endurance 
is the determination to keep moving toward your 
desired goal, despite external challenges and internal 
weariness.

But spiritual grit differs from worldly grit, the 
bootstrap-variety grit, and it differs in a major way. 
Biblical steadfastness and endurance have, at their 
core, a faith that rests on the promises of God and 
therefore, is full of hope.  Romans 15:13 reminds us 
that, “The God of Hope will fill you with all joy and 
peace as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow 
with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” True spir-
itual grit is able to strive hard and stand fast because 
it is empowered by God’s grace and the power of the 

Holy Spirit. That’s why Paul, while in prison, could 
say things like, “I worked harder than any of them, 
though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with 
me” (1 Corinthians 15:10). 

And Jesus, the man who had to endure such 
unimaginable sorrows, who in the garden, facing a 
horror that only God could experience, said to His 
Father, “Not what I will, but what You will” (Mark 
14:36), and moved with relentless determination to the 
cross. Never has more grit for the sake of love ever 
been seen.

Life is hard—harder than we ever expected. Well, 
Jesus told us it would be hard, Jesus says in John 
16:33 that “In this world you will have trouble. But 
take heart! I have overcome the world.”

So, as you fight through the adversity of today, 
know that ultimately you are receiving from Him the 
gritty gift of endurance. And “by your endurance you 
will gain eternal life” (Luke 21:19). 

It’s going to take spiritual grit, day in and day out 
to be faithful to what God has called you to do as a 
Salvation Soldier. Having spiritual grit is what will 
keep you tightly focused on and abiding in Jesus, 
following Him no matter how difficult the path. It’s a 
rare, powerful, and transformative characteristic. And 
its exactly what Jesus is looking to build in you.

S O L D I E R 
to 

S O L D I E R
C S M  J E R E M Y  R O W L A N D

WE WANT your high resolution photos of soldiers in action.
WE WANT your articles.

salvationsoldier@uss.salvationarmy.org
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BY DIANE URY

DOCTRINE
Part One

We believe that there are three Persons in the Godhead—the Father, the Son and 
the Holy Spirit—undivided in essence and co-equal in power and glory.

The clearest command to Jesus’ disciples is that 
we are to be people of love. The reason behind this, 
and the way to become this, lies in the Trinity. 

The Christians’ highest understanding of God 
based on Scripture is that God is three distinct, 
co-equal Persons in relation, as union of one divine 
essence. This reality is critically significant to under-
standing everything about the Bible, creation, what it 
means to be human and what salvation means.

Both the Old and New Testaments reveal the same 
God, (John 5:45-46) and declare that God is one, and 
God alone. He is to be loved with exclusive devo-
tion (Mark 12:29-30). With Jesus’ arrival came the 
revelation that God’s oneness is not a single unicity, 
but a union of completely equal divine Persons with 
personal differentiations (1 Corinthians 8:4-6). Jesus 
describes His intimacy with God using the word 

Father (John 3:16, 5:26). Jesus said He would send 
“Another” to us, the Holy Spirit, (John 14:16) “which 
proceeds from the Father” (John 15:26). Though the 
Spirit proceeds from the Father, He is equal to the 
Father and the Son, and is to be equally honored. This 
proceeding and sending is between three Persons 
living in loving relationship with each other.

Before time began, within His own being God is 
Persons in relationship. One of the first places we see 
this is, “Then God said, ‘Let Us make humans in Our 
image, according to Our likeness’” (Genesis 1:26). 
When referring to Himself God uses the first-person 
plural pronoun. 

In Mark 1:10-11, the gospel begins by clearly 
revealing the Persons of the Trinity—God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. “He 
saw the heavens opening, and the Spirit like a dove 
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descending upon Him; and a voice came out of the 
heavens: ‘You are My beloved Son, with You I am 
well-pleased.’”

Each Triune Person—Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit—is identified in Scripture as God.

“. . . God the Father . . .” (Galatians 1:1).
“. . . the Word was God. . . The Word became 

flesh” (John 1:1, 14).
“. . . why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the 

Holy Spirit . . . You have not lied to men but to God” 
(Acts 5:3-4).

The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are not imper-
sonal entities. (We must never refer to the Holy Spirit 
as “it”.) Each possess personhood and from eternity 
past have lived in personal relationship with one 
another. We call them persons because they live in 
relationship. Each member of the Trinity can refer 
to Himself as “I” and can communicate to another 
member of the Trinity as “You.” Though the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit are one God, as distinct Persons 
they can love one another, give to and receive from 
one another, communicate with one another, live for 
one another. This makes them Persons. 

To be a person is to be in relationship. That fun-
damental reality is true in God before it is true in 
humans.

Creation is an act of this Triune love. God did not 
create out of need, but as an outflow of His nature of 
love, in order to love, to offer Himself to what He has 
made. We see evidence of God’s nature within the 
makeup of His created world. The universe itself is an 
illustration of its Creator. The entire physical universe 
consists of three and only three aspects—space, time, 
and matter. If we were to take away any of these 
three, we would no longer have a universe.

Space consists of length, width, and height – three 
in one. If one was removed of these dimensions, we 
would no longer have space.

Time consists of past, present, and future – three 
in one. If we were to take away any of these aspects, 
we would no longer have time.

Matter consists of energy in motion producing 
phenomena—three in one. If there were no energy, 
there could be no motion or phenomena. If there were 
no motion, there would be no energy or phenomena. If 
there were no phenomena, it would be because there 
was no energy or motion.

This “three-ness in oneness” composes the 
very fabric of the universe. The universe itself is 

“trinitarian” because God made it to reflect His triune 
nature. God placed evidence of Himself within the 
work of His creation.

Even before God created anything, the Triune 
God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is a communion 
of three Divine Persons who eternally live in mutual, 
reciprocal, self-giving, other-oriented Love. Chris-
tians, then, don’t merely say that God is loving; we 
are the only ones who can truly say that God is Love 
(1 John 4:8,16). God did not have to wait until creation 
to love. Caring more about others than He does about 
Himself, is not simply the way God acts. Love is who 
He is. 

When God told Moses that His Name is “I AM”, 
that is the full meaning of what was spoken from 
the burning bush (Exodus 3:14). “This is My eternal 
name, My name to remember for all generations” 
(Exodus 3:15).  God the Son continued to clarify this 
Holy Love when He proclaimed, “I AM the Way, the 
Truth, the Life…the Bread from Heaven… the Light 
of the World… the I AM is here” (John 14:6, 6:51, 
8:12, 4:26).

As Salvationists, there’s nothing more import-
ant than to be absolutely sure about this. What this 
means is that in the Bible—our only authority for 
life—every single thing God has done flows from 
His Triune Love. All that He commands, even if 
it cuts against our natural inclinations, flows out 
of His loving understanding of what is best for us. 
God’s heart is always moving toward us, and He is 
always for us. He can fill us with His Love for others 
(Romans 5:1-5).

Though the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit are one God, as 

distinct Persons they can 
love one another, give to and 

receive from one another, 
communicate with one 

another, live for one another.
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BY DOCTOR ROGER J.  GREEN, 
ORDER OF THE FOUNDER

GOD ALONE
Our Lord, when asked the familiar question 

among the Jews of the time, “‘Teacher, which com-
mandment in the law is the greatest?’ Jesus answered, 
‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This 
is the greatest and first commandment. And a second 
is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
On these two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets” (Matthew 22:34-40).

We are commanded to love God with all our 
being. The uncomfortable truth is that if we do not 
love God with our minds, we do not know what it is 
to love God supremely. Dianoia means the ability to 
think; it means knowledge and understanding; it is a 
power that God gives to us that we should use to our 
best ability to express love for Him. It is not mere 
rationalism, but a right disposition to want to love 
God supremely with all our being.

Looking at the New Testament, the history of the 
Reformation and revival within the Church, with few 
exceptions these movements honored God because 
they were powerful intellectual movements as well as 
spiritual movements. This began with the New Tes-
tament. The disciples of Jesus were people of wealth 
and influence. Many were fishermen, an important 
industry. John’s family knew the family of the High 
Priest. The writings of the New Testament bear wit-
ness to the powerful intellectual life of John or Peter, 
and of others outside of the Twelve like Luke, Mark 
and Paul. 

We remember the Apostolic Fathers, the Mystics 
and the great Reformers like Luther and Calvin and 
Knox. The Wesleyan Revival was led by the Oxford 
trained Wesley brothers. Recall Charles Wesley’s state-
ment in 1763, “Unite the pair so long disjoined, knowl-
edge and vital piety: Learning and holiness combined.”
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In the United States we think of the powerful 
influence in the First Great Awakening—of Jona-
than Edwards, trained at Yale; of George Whitefield, 
trained at Oxford; or William Tennent, who prepared 
his sons for ministry in a log cabin that became Princ-
eton University. The Second Great Awakening began 
at Yale University by the president, Timothy Dwight. 
Remember the Finney Revival, led by Charles Gran-
dison Finney, both a lawyer and a preacher, a theolo-
gian, and a college president.

Closer to our time there is the Neo-Evangelical 
Movement of the twentieth century, led by university 
educated people such as Harold Ockenga, Edward 
Carnell, and Carl F. H. Henry. Among their many 
accomplishments they founded Fuller Theological 
Seminary, established the National Association 
of Evangelicals, and founded Christianity Today.  
Although today the term Evangelical has been 
co-opted by a rank anti-intellectualism and a shame-
ful health and wealth gospel, that does not diminish 
the history of the term that is embedded in the New 
Testament and goes back to the Reformation.

What about the Army in history? We often forget 
that in our own movement there was a strong intel-
lectual component. Otherwise, it would not have 
been possible to produce such endless writing as 
The War Cry, The Young Soldier, All the World, The 
Conqueror, The Social Gazette, The Counselor, The 
Deliverer, as well as countless books, letters to the 
leaders of England including Queen Victoria, and arti-
cles in journals such as The Contemporary Review.

There are three facts from Salvation Army history 
that to keep in mind. First, the rather odd manifesta-
tions during worship at the outset of The Christian 
Mission were no different from those demonstrated at 
the beginning of the Wesleyan revival a hundred years 
earlier—things like levitation in the services and the 
rollicking singing of songs to such tunes as “Cham-
pagne Charlie.” But these manifestations did not last 
long. William Booth, although sometimes pictured as 
dancing on the streets with a tambourine in hand to 
attract sinners, abhorred what he called “comicality”, 
and knew intuitively that if he did not deepen the 
experience of his converts in serious worship, great 
preaching, and class meetings that the Army would be 
a rope of sand. 

If William abhorred comicality, Catherine did 
more. There was no nonsense in her meetings. There 
was a prayer, an opening hymn and then the sermon 
(usually an hour to an hour and a half), followed by 

a call to the mercy seat. Thus, when the Thursday 
evening holiness meetings were begun in London, 
songs like “The good old Army has come to do you 
good” were not the sustaining songs. A young officer 
named Albert Orsborn was asked to write songs for 
those meetings. Early Salvationists were nurtured on 
songs such as:

I have no claim on grace;  
I have no right to plead;

I stand before my Maker’s face  
condemned in thought and deed.

But since there died a Lamb  
Who, guiltless, my sin bore,

I lay fast hold on Jesus’ name,
And sin is mine no more.

The most unschooled Salvationists came away 
with a message and a theology that sustained them 
through the week. The worship service was not 
dumbed down to make them feel good, but rather 
lifted them to the throne of grace, challenging their 
minds as well as hearts. This is part of the intellectual 
appeal of The Salvation Army.

As a second illustration, during a business meet-
ing of The Christian Mission leaders at the fifth con-
ference of The Christian Mission on June 14-16, 1875, 
the minutes for the Tuesday evening session record 
the following: “A discussion of the question, ‘Are 
there any conditions of salvation, and if so, what are 
they?’ was then opened by Mrs. Booth and occupied 
the remainder of the session.” I have been in countless 
committee meetings in the Army, serving good pur-
poses indeed. I do not recall a time when we put the 
business aside to discuss theology. Catherine Booth’s 
wanting to discuss theology rather than continue with 
business as usual is part of the intellectual heritage of 
The Salvation Army.

Randall Davidson, an Anglican priest, later the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, went to hear Catherine 
Booth preach, taking his father. After hearing Cath-
erine preach the father turned and said, “If I am ever 
in trouble with the law don’t get me a lawyer. Get 
me that woman.” He was obviously attracted to the 
intellectual and spiritual power of Catherine Booth.

Third, the leaders of the Army in those early days 
usually did not come from Whitechapel Road. The 
Army made its appeal to the likes of George Scott 
Railton who, until joining The Christian Mission, 
was on his way to a ministry among the Wesleyans; 
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or Samuel Logan Brengle who was academically 
trained in both college and seminary before joining 
the Army; or Frank Smith, later to become a Member 
of Parliament; or the Swift sisters, both Vassar grad-
uates. Susie Swift, whose sister Elizabeth married 
Samuel Logan Brengle, bears ample testimony to the 
intellectual appeal that the Army made to her. Susie 
Swift she recorded the following:

“In Scotland, in 1884, I met the Salvation 
Army. I have told so often from pulpit and 
platform what that meeting then meant to me, 
that I do not think I need repeat it here. To 
those who do not see how an educated person 
can work with the Salvationists, I simply say 
that they do not know the Army’s leaders, or 
the freedom of thought and mental activity 
permitted to those officers who show that 
they can make a wise use of liberty. Into the 
London headquarters, to which my sister and I 
were attached, are drawn the most intelligent 
organizers whom the “General” can select 
from all lands. Many highly educated men 
and women surround the leaders—men and 
women for the most part like my old self—all 
untaught in history and metaphysics, but 
clever linguists, fair scientists, brilliant popu-
lar writers, arguing backward from the rapid 
results of Salvationism to causes that are far 
enough afield, wonderfully skilled in “pulling 
the cords of Adam” to advantage. For twelve 
years I worked with them. No woman living 
knows the Salvation Army better than I do. If 
I shudder today in remembering much that I 
saw and knew and aided in, it is not because 
the Army is worse than other Protestant 
organizations. I believe it is better. But it is 
less bound by traditions handed down from 
Catholic days and in the main wholesome; 
and it is an absolutely consistent form of 
Protestantism.”

The second quotation comes from a great Refor-
mation document: “Nearly all. the wisdom we pos-
sess, that is to say, true and sound wisdom, consists 
of two parts: the knowledge of God and of ourselves. 
But, while joined by many bonds, which one precedes 
and brings forth the other is not easy to discern” (John 
Calvin, Institutes I.1.i).

All learning speaks to God and us. We simply 

cannot know ourselves without knowing God. We 
learn about God primarily through the special reve-
lation of the Word made flesh and the written Word. 
But we also learn through the natural world. Owen 
Gingerich, the renowned Professor Emeritus of 
Astronomy and of the History of Science at Harvard, 
reminds us that rigorous scientific investigation leads 
to a clearer understanding of God, His nature and His 
purposes. He challenges the notion that science and 
religion work in separate spheres, unrelated to each 
other. Rather, for Gingerich, both science and religion 
help us understand God. The Psalmist did not look 
at the heavens to prove the existence of God, but to 
rejoice in what he already believed. “The heavens 
declare the glory of God; and the firmament declares 
His handiwork” (Psalm 19:1). Your study of chemistry 
or biology or physics or mathematics is a study of God.

In Kentucky there is a Trappist Monastery, the 
Abbey of Gethsemani, a Cistercian monastery of a 
contemplative rigorous life. At the entrance of the 
garden above the door there is a sign: “God Alone”. 
This could mean that you are meeting alone with 
God. But it primarily means that your thoughts, your 
actions are all done for Him alone. I pray you will 
place as the guiding sign of your life, including your 
intellectual life: God Alone. May all we do be for God 

“Teacher, which commandment 
in the law is the greatest?” 
Jesus answered, “‘You shall 
love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your mind.’ 
This is the greatest and first 
commandment. And a second 
is like it: ‘You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ On these 
two commandments hang all 
the law and the prophets”  
(Matthew 22:34-40).
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Alone. May all my study be for God Alone.
The quotation also says that all the wisdom we 

possess includes a knowledge of ourselves. Think 
of how helpful the social sciences are in getting to 
know ourselves—psychology and sociology; think 
of knowing ourselves through studying social work 
or through business or finance or physical education. 
Your studies in biblical and theological studies help to 
enlighten your knowledge of God and yourselves.  

Ultimately all learning is done within a commu-
nity. You are not alone, nor should you be. You learn 
together. Your interaction in the classroom and study 
demonstrates that. Such community brings glory to 
God and knowledge to the Church, preventing that 
most insidious aspect of pride. While there are many 
dimensions of pride, none is worse than intellectual 
pride. The academy is plagued by intellectual pride of 
the individual, and where that flourishes community 
is debased. Knowing God and knowing yourselves—
that is why you study.

The redemptive purposes of God are forwarded 
by study. Most of my teaching vocation has been 
done in a more Reformed tradition. I appreciate the 
Reformed vision of education—the reclaiming of 
the culture, the world, for God. We prepare men and 
women who, by their vocations will reclaim what is 
rightfully God’s and God’s alone. Whether it be the 
professions of law or medicine or politics or educa-
tion—it all belongs to God.  Precious in God’s eyes is 
when one person is won to Christ; but also precious 
in His sight is our commitment to redeeming a world 
that is rightfully His.

The third quotation comes from St. Jerome: “Igno-
rance of the Scriptures is ignorance of Christ.” We 

evangelicals are good at claim-
ing to know, believe and follow 
Christ. But you cannot know 
Christ by natural revelation, but 
only through the special revela-
tion of the Scriptures. Our Lord 
Himself reminded His listeners 
on the road to Emmaus after 
His resurrection: “And begin-
ning with Moses and all the 
Prophets, He explained to them 
what was said in all the Scrip-
tures concerning Himself” 

(Luke 24:27). Here is the bedrock of all your learning. 
Always come back to the Scriptures and ask how your 

studies relate to the Scriptures and therefore to Christ. 
In the Christian liberal arts tradition the Scriptures 
are the heart of learning.

The fourth quotation comes from Judaism: “Study 
is the highest form of worship.” Be clear—when you 
are studying you are worshiping God (loving God 
with your minds). You are not doing secular work on 
your way to the really spiritual work of leading the 
holiness meeting, or counseling a troubled couple, or 
preparing a sermon, or feeding the homeless. Neither 
the Scriptures nor the life of our Lord knows anything 
of any such division. The Reformation taught us that 
all vocations are equally worthy and that all Christian 
vocations constitute “full time Christian service.” 
Therefore, all we do is sacred. Your study is an act of 
worship, done within a community of others for the 
sake of God Alone.

Think of study as the highest form of worship. Not 
an afterthought. Not as a chore so that you can hang a 
piece of paper on your wall. Not as means to further 
your career. But as worship. If it is proper worship, it 
will be for God Alone.

Love God and neighbor, know God and yourself, 
study the Scriptures, and pursue your study as though 
you are worshipping God. In all of this remember that 
the banner waving over your life is written large with 
two words: God Alone!

Countries in the Europe Zone: ANSWERS
(Puzzle on page 24)

Think of 
study as the 
highest form 
of worship... 
If it is proper 
worship, it 
will be for 
God Alone.
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BY JEFF MORTON 
BATH, ENGLAND

DIFFICULT 
WORLD

Livingin   a 

Why do terrible events and activities 
happen? Why does God not intervene to 
stop or alleviate them?

Natural events that the insurance companies 
describe as “an act of God” are nothing of the 
sort. They are the result of the natural laws of 
the planet on which we live.

When people live on natural fault lines or beside an ocean that 
is prone to hurricanes, then they must be prepared for disasters to 
occur, however tragic. 

This situation is not helped by the profligate way we treat our world. 
With the unchecked growth in population, gross exploitation of resources 
and our interference with the natural laws, we are altering the weather of 
our planet and harming the wellbeing of all life.

As a result, we should consider the flaws in human beings, which theo-
logians call original sin. Although a child is born with the potential for both 
good and evil, what they become is often shaped by the way they are brought 
up and the influences they are subject to as they develop.

John’s Gospel states: “This is the verdict: light has come into the world, 
but people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil” (3:19). 
As people of faith, we believe that God came into the world in Christ to reveal 
the way He would have humanity live. John recognizes that we have a basic flaw 
in our make-up that leads us away from the light of goodness to a condition that 
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predisposes us to selfishness or 
worse. I find it interesting that in 

the Star Wars films the story talks 
of the light and dark sides of “the 

Force” that governs the universe in 
which the fictional battle between 

good and evil takes place.
Deep within the human psyche there 

is a flaw in our make-up that needs to be 
recognized and rectified. 

Jesus says to Nicodemus: “No one can 
see the Kingdom of God unless they are 

born again” (John 3:3). When a confused 
Nicodemus asks what this means, Jesus 

replies: “No one can enter the Kingdom of God 
unless they are born of water and of the Spirit” 

(v5). So, the coming of Jesus is to rectify the 
imperfections we inherited from our parents—

the sins of the fathers visited on their sons and 
daughters.

The potential for evil has to be subjugated by the 
good, hence the need to be born again to exercise con-

trol of our natural instincts. This can also be taught as 
a moral code, which is how most secular people control 

themselves, but with varying degrees of success.
Christian people, the born-again, have an advantage 

in that God has imparted to them a spiritual resource that 
makes this control so much better. The best exposition of 

what can be achieved with this is found in Paul’s first letter to 
the Corinthian church, where he states that love is the driving 

force and basis for Christian behavior, and without it the other 
trappings of religion are ineffective.

Paul summarizes the qualities of such a life: “Love is patient, 
love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 

It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily 
angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil 

but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always 
hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails” (1 Corinthians 13:4–8).

These are the heart of Christian life. But to live according to this 
ideal is not our natural way of living. I have tried and have to admit to 

failures. In the 50-plus years I have been a follower of Christ in a secular 
and scientific world, I have not met anybody who has lived fully by those 

qualities.
To quote the words of Arch R. Wiggins: “Though in declaring Christ to 

the sinner,/ I may all men surpass,/ If love impassioned seal not the message,/  
I am naught but sounding brass” (SASB 683). Thankfully, that love is available 

to us through the presence of the Holy Spirit promised by Jesus.

This article originally appeared in the Salvationist (UK) in the October 30, 2021 edition.  
Used by permission.
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BY MAJOR FRANK DURACHER

A TALE of  
 TWO BRIDGES

The story of Judy Bullock is one of  “rags to 
riches.” Since her conversion to Christ and her 
ultimate enrollment as a senior soldier of the Hen-
dersonville, North Carolina Corps (USA Southern 
Territory), she has given countless volunteer hours 
each week through the mission and ministry of her 
beloved Salvation Army. Her heart remains with 
men, women, and children living under bridges and 
in homeless camps throughout Henderson County.

Bridges figure prominently in Judy’s story. Two 
bridges, in fact.

One bridge is the steel and concrete structure 
spanning a state highway just blocks from The 
Salvation Army’s Hendersonville Corps. Judy was 
homeless off and on for 11 years, and the prospect of 
sleeping nights under that bridge—or any bridge—
terrified her. Her day-to-day existence without a 
home to call her own is something she still shudders 
to even think about.

But there is a second bridge Judy learned about; 
when she discovered that what Christ did for her and 
the whole world by “bridging” the chasm between us 
and God.

Since 1996, following the death of her mother, 
until 2016, Judy lived in terror of that first bridge. 
During those 20 years she estimates that “for about 

eleven years, off and on, I was homeless.” Her sub-
stance abuse kept her in a downward spiral.

Today, she stands atop the second bridge, secure 
in the assurance that she is a born-again daughter of 
God.

The turning point in Judy’s story began when 
the Hendersonville Corps Officers, Majors Siegfried 
and Maria Hackbarth, offered her a job as the front 
desk operator. It is a job she loved and in which she 
excelled.

“There was a period when I was living in a house, 
but I had no electricity and the nights were so cold, I 
could see my breath,” Judy recalls.

She describes one night of record-breaking cold, 
where she wrapped herself in a blanket and sat in 
the corner of her bathroom next to a space heater the 
entire night in a futile attempt to be warm. Several 
sleepless nights soon took its toll.

“I got extremely sick and thought I was going to 
die. I had to go by ambulance to the hospital where I 
was admitted,” she says, “and when I woke up, there 
were Majors Hackbarth and a bunch of the soldiers 
from the corps who came along to check on me!”

It was at that moment, Judy felt a love of a new-
found family. She insists she even felt the presence of 
God Himself in that hospital room.
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“Even my own family didn’t come to visit me.  
But there they were—a room full of Salvationists. 
And some of them I hadn’t even met yet!”

Majors Hackbarth later retired and were replaced 
by Majors Andy and Hazel Wiley as Hendersonville 
Corps Officers. The Wileys “took up the mantle of 
love and concern for me, physically and spiritually.”

Particularly Major Hazel, who became something 
of a spiritual mentor to Judy, who credits Wiley with 
pastoral counseling that helped her “through some 
very rough spots,” including the sickness and subse-
quent death of her brother.

“Major and Mrs. Wiley even came to be with me 
during my brother’s funeral.”

Judy became a senior soldier in 2016 and partici-
pates in all corps activities throughout the week. She 
especially enjoys Community Care visits to shut-ins 
and nursing homes. She also volunteers in the corps 
food pantry.

Judy admits she prefers not to think much about 
her homelessness, focusing instead on how far God 
brought her and the future He has planned for her. 
But she knows many of those who are still homeless 
in Hendersonville, living under the same bridges she 
loathed.

“I make cookies and cakes for them, and I even 
did a few programs (at the corps)” for those accepting 
her invitation for special events.

Before COVID hit, a handful of homeless folks 
regularly attended the Wednesday night Bible Study 

and Sunday morning worship. Judy was always there 
to greet them, as did the rest of the corps soldiery.

“My desire for (the homeless) is to see them saved 
and to escape the horrible cycle they are in—but all 
too often they are still drinking and doing drugs and 
don’t seem to be ready to change their lives,” Judy 
says, sighing.

“If it weren’t for The Salvation Army, I know I 
wouldn’t be alive today, much less a born-again Sal-
vationist,” Judy insists. “Without that night the Hack-
barths and other corps soldiers came to visit someone 
they hardly knew, I would never have known, and 
come to accept, the love I now feel worshipping and 
working among them!”

Few people know about the five feral cats Judy 
has “adopted.” These “babies” (as she calls them) are 
as homeless as she used to be. She regularly feeds 
them, and they come around her when she calls. It 
is a fitting comparison to her own adoption into her 
Salvation Army family.

Judy is not proud of her years of homelessness. 
And she does not necessarily want to talk about that. 
But she is proud of Christ’s redeeming and restoring 
work in her life—and she gladly tells anyone who is 
willing to listen.

She desperately feared one bridge she tried to 
avoid at all costs.

“But I embrace the bridge Christ offers to us to 
come back to the Father!”

Judy Bullock has a great heart for homeless population—many of whom 
she knows from her own time living on the streets of Hendersonville.
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BY DR. BILL URY

Mark’s Gospel is the shortest. His brevity 
demands that we look for the insights dropped like 
theological grenades. A breathless pronouncement 
tells us this is the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God (1:1). But what should be clearly obvious and 
undeniable is not. At every point Jesus must dyna-
mite our narrow perceptions of reality. We cannot 
conceive truth without His revelation.

The most explosive fact in the well-known story 
of Jesus traveling by boat with His disciples as a 
storm brews is what Jesus was doing: sleeping in the 
stern on a cushion (4:38)!

As evening came, Jesus said to His disciples, 
“Let’s cross to the other side of the lake.” So, they 
took Jesus in the boat and started out, leaving the 
crowds behind. But soon a fierce storm came up. 
High waves were breaking into the boat, filling it 
with water.

Jesus was sleeping at the back of the boat with 
His head on a cushion. The disciples woke Him, 
shouting, “Teacher, don’t You care that we’re going to 
drown?”

When Jesus woke up, He rebuked the wind and 
said to the waves, “Silence! Be still!” Suddenly the 
wind stopped, and there was a great calm. Then He 

asked them, “Why are you afraid? Do you still have 
no faith?” (Mark 4: 35-39)

Here is a violent storm and the disciples are 
desperate. Why is Jesus asleep? If you had been 
there, what would you have thought? The automatic 
response is that He slept because Jesus is God, He is 
the Son of God, eternally divine. We might think that 
God knows what is going to happen, so He allows us 
to struggle and then dives in to deliver us. While this 
is somewhat true, there is something else at play here. 
If we accept that this is God in the flesh who actually 
sleeps, then what do we make of the statements in 
Scripture that God never slumbers or sleeps? For 
example, Psalm 121:3-4 states: “He will not let you 
stumble; the One who watches over you will not 
slumber. Indeed, He who watches over Israel never 
slumbers or sleeps.”

Remember that interchange between Elijah and 
the prophets of Baal when they had a contest to see 
who the real God was? He says, “Is your god out 
somewhere taking a nap?” (1 Kings 18:28). The 
God of Israel doesn’t take naps, especially when His 
people are in deep trouble. He is engaged. That is the 
focus of all of Israel’s story, isn’t it? God acts in his-
tory as the true Father, showing unwavering fidelity 

WHY IS JESUS 
ASLEEP?
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to His people. That is what sets Him apart. He was 
always One who saw and met their needs. So, He was 
not asleep because He was God.

The second explanation is that Jesus is asleep 
because He was truly man, the Son of Man, eternally 
incarnate. We know that before entering the boat, 
Jesus had just completed a full day of ministry. There 
are several indications that He is exhausted (4:35-
36). But no matter the weariness, there is something 
about cold waves washing across your body that 
would tend to wake you up. Mark tells us that Jesus 
is in the bottom of the boat. He adds that the boat 
is already filling as these waves crash in. And He is 
asleep! Do you sense another eruption of truth in the 
midst of spiritual hardheartedness? Either He is really 
fatigued, or something else is at work.

Was He was not needed? Jesus was asleep in the 
bottom of the boat with those who had been with 
Him, who had seen Him do miracles, who had heard 
Him teach. They were on the inside track on what 
Jesus was about in terms of intimate discipleship. The 
disciples were satisfied with being a religious clique. 
“We are Your people; we are special. We are the ones 
You ‘explain’ the parables—Your deepest ideas—to. 
They don’t understand, but we do. So, as Your favor-
ites, let’s just hang around and talk some more.” 

Two Recurring Problems
Mark points to at least two heart problems that 

make me a lot like the disciples. If Jesus is truly 
the Son of God, the Savior of the world—and of 
our hearts—then these areas of resistance must be 
imploded so that truly following Him becomes our 
life.

The first problem is this: they didn’t need Him 
because they were fishermen. They didn’t need Jesus 
because He was a landlubber, a carpenter’s son. From 
their perspective, He knew nothing about boats, about 
fishing or the sea. There are many people who think 
about Jesus that way. In fact, it is easy for a theology 
professor to talk about God without ever talking to 
Him. Ministers can go through the motions of church 
activities without showing any fruit that comes from 
Christ’s resurrected presence.

The second problem is thinking that we can 
do any part of life without Him. Do we attempt 
marriage that way? We raise our kids that way, we 
go to work that way, we entertain ourselves that 
way—self-sufficiently.

For Jesus, that kind of relationship will never 

suffice. He knew that someday His disciples would 
not have physical access to Him. They had no idea 
how soon crises would press on their lives without 
Jesus being there bodily. As the supreme disci-
ple-maker, Jesus uses this circumstance to convey a 
vital truth. He is clarifying the ultimate importance, 
the absolute necessity of His presence. Jesus will only 
lead true followers, not those seeking another fad. 

Jesus says, “I will not be redemptively active in 
the life of someone who is self-sufficient.” The Bible 
says that self-sufficiency is one of the foundational 
sins at the base of sinful acts. Think about the sins of 
rebellion, idolatry, sexual sin, in relation to the offered 
presence of Christ. All of them are our attempts to 
control the world ourselves. How often do we say, 
“This relationship is on the rocks, but I will handle it.” 
Or, “I’ve got some a habit that I know is bad, but I can 
stop anytime I want!” 

I know exactly how that works. In church or 
retreats we preach and sing about Jesus acting 
redemptively in our lives, but we don’t experience it 
because we say, “I’ll handle that problem myself. I’ll 
do it in my own strength.” You know how difficult it 
is to find victory. We face the exact same dilemma 
that the disciples experienced in that boat. We try to 
make it through chaos after chaos in our self-suffi-
cient strength.

I remember a person telling me “Bill, I have a 
really hot temper, but I can handle it.” Every time I 
saw that person next to his spouse, I watched him 
explode outside and inside. I thought to myself, “No, 
you and I can’t handle our tempers, ever.” Only Jesus 
Christ can handle a temper. Only Jesus Christ can 
handle any sin or a tendency to sin. You have never 
heard the gospel of Jesus Christ if you think you can 
“handle” any issue. If we dare to attempt to handle 
any relationship, any church, any situation, we have 
moved outside the bounds of Christianity and into the 
foundations of paganism. The question must be asked: 
What will it take for me to relinquish every aspect 
of the pattern of self-sufficiency upon which I have 
constructed my life?

Dr. Bill Ury is the National Ambassador of Holiness for The 
Salvation Army in the USA. He completed his M.Phil. and 
Ph.D. in Theological and Religious Studies at Drew University. 
He was Professor of Systematic and Historical Theology at 
Wesley Biblical Seminary in Jackson, MS, and pastored the 
Elizabeth City, NC Evangelical Methodist Church.

Used by permission from the USA War Cry. http://thewarcry.org 
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Want to see  
your photos here?

Send them to:
salvationsoldier@ 

uss.salvationarmy.org

A member of the Amsterdam Staff Songsters 
accompanies singing at the official opening 
of the Army work in Slovakia (Netherlands, 
Czech Republic and Slovakia Territory)

Members of the 
Zimbabwe Territorial 
Band share their 
witness on the streets 
(Zimbabwe Territory)

Columbo soldiers lead the procession in tradition 
dress to welcome the General (Sri Lanka Territory)

Junior Youth make a presentation on “The Lord’s Prayer” 
Lahore (Pakistan Territory)

Margaret Mega Morton proudly shows her Soldier’s 
Covenant on the day of her enrollment at the Paisley, 
Scotland Corps (United Kingdom Territory)

Soldiers Around the World
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WORD LIST
AUSTRIA
BELGIUM
CANARY ISLANDS
CZECH REPUBLIC
ESTONIA
FINLAND
FRANCE
GEORGIA
GERMANY

GREECE
GREENLAND
HUNGARY
ICELAND
IRELAND
ITALY

LATVIA
LITHUANIA
MOLDOVA

NETHERLANDS
NORWAY
POLAND

PORTUGAL
ROMANIA

RUSSIA
SLOVAKIA

SPAIN
SWEDEN

SWITZERLAND
THE FAEROES

UKRAINE
UNITED KINGDOM
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