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June 25, 2021
20th Anniversary of the Historical Visit

Currently, Ukraine is commemorating the 20th anniversary of the visit of Pope John Paul
II. On June 23-27 2001, the pontiff visited Lviv and Kyiv at the invitation of the government and
Catholic hierarchs of Ukraine.
During his stay in Ukraine, John Paul II honored the victims of Bykivnia and Babyn Yar,
celebrated fourliturgies (two in Latin rite and two in Byzantine), and delivered 11 sermons and
speeches.
Approximately 200,000 people participated in various events and services held in Kyiv. In
Lviv nearly 2 millionpeople attended, including participants from neighboring Poland.
We share with you a few details of the visit.
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On his first day, in Kyiv, after the courtesy meeting with the President, the Pope met with representatives of
culture, science, politics and business

UKRAINE - KYIV - 23.06.2001, Presidential Palace, Meeting with the worlds of politics, culture,
science and business
Official translation
Mr President,
Honourable Representatives of the Government and Parliament,
Distinguished Authorities,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
1. I offer respectful and cordial greetings to one and all. With great pleasure I accepted your invitation,
Mr President, to visit your noble country, a cradle of Christian civilization and a homeland where people
of different nationalities and religions live together in peace. I rejoice that I now find myself on
Ukrainian soil. I consider it a great honour to meet at last the people of a nation which, in these difficult
years of transition, has succeeded in ensuring conditions of peace and tranquillity for its inhabitants. I
thank you most cordially for your kind reception and your courteous words of welcome.
With great esteem I greet the Deputies and the Members of the Government, the Authorities of every
rank, the Representatives of the people, the Diplomatic Corps, the men and women of culture, of the
sciences, and all the vital forces which contribute to the welfare of the Nation. I embrace in sincere
friendship the Ukrainian people, the majority of whom are Christian, as is evident from your culture, your
native traditions, the numerous churches dotting the landscape, as well as the countless works of art
found everywhere in your country. I greet a land which has known suffering and oppression, while
preserving a love of freedom which no one has ever managed to repress.
2. I have come among you as a pilgrim of peace, impelled solely by the desire to testify that Christ is
“the Way, and the Truth, and the Life” (Jn 14:6). I have come to pay homage to the shrines of your history
and to join you in imploring God’s protection upon your future.
With joy I greet you, splendid city of Kyiv, lying midway along the river Dnieper, cradle of the ancient
Slavs and of Ukrainian culture, so deeply imbued with Christian values. On the soil of your land, a
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crossroads between Western and Eastern Europe, the two great Christian traditions, Eastern and Latin,
met and were given a favourable welcome. Over the centuries, there have been tensions between them,
resulting in conflicts harmful to both sides. But today there is a growing openness to mutual forgiveness.
There is a need to overcome barriers and mistrust, in order to join in building a country of harmony and
peace, drawing, as in the past, from the wellsprings of your shared Christian faith.
3. Yes, dear Ukrainians! It is Christianity that has inspired the greatest figures of your culture and art,
and richly nourished the moral, spiritual and social roots of your country. I gladly recall here the words of
your fellow countryman, the philosopher Hrigorij Skovoroda: “Everything passes away, but love remains
after all else is gone. Everything passes away, save God and love”. Only someone profoundly imbued with
the Christian spirit was capable of such an insight. In his words we hear an echo of the First Letter of
John: “God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him” (4:16).
Throughout Europe the word of the Gospel took deep root and in the course of the centuries brought
forth wonderful fruits of civilization, learning and holiness. Tragically, the choices made by the peoples of
the Continent have not always been consistent with the values of their respective Christian traditions, and
history has thus been marked by painful episodes of oppression, destruction and sorrow.
The older among you remember with nostalgia the time when Ukraine was independent. After this fairly
short time came the terrible years of the Soviet dictatorship and the dreadful famine at the beginning of
the 1930s, when Ukraine, “the breadbasket of Europe”, was no longer able to feed its own children, who
died by the millions. And how can we forget the host of your fellow citizens who perished during the war
of 1941 to 1945 against the Nazi invasion? Unfortunately, liberation from Nazism did not also mean
liberation from the communist regime, which continued to trample on the most elementary human rights,
deporting defenceless citizens, imprisoning dissidents, persecuting believers, and even attempting to
erase the very idea of freedom and independence from the consciousness of the Ukrainian people.
Happily, the great turning-point of 1989 finally permitted Ukraine to regain her freedom and full
sovereignty.
4. Your people attained that greatly-desired goal peacefully and without bloodshed, and they are now
firmly committed to a courageous programme of social and spiritual reconstruction. The international
community cannot fail to admire the success which you have had in consolidating peace and in resolving
regional tensions with due consideration for local differences.
I too encourage you to persevere in your efforts to overcome whatever difficulties remain and to
guarantee full respect for the rights of national and religious minorities. A policy of wise tolerance will
surely win respect and goodwill for the Ukrainian people and ensure you a particular place in the family
of European peoples.
As Shepherd of the Catholic Church, I sincerely appreciate the fact that the Preamble to the Constitution
of Ukraine reminds citizens of their “responsibility before God”. Surely this was the viewpoint of your own
Hrigorij Skovoroda, when he encouraged his contemporaries always to make every effort to “understand
man”, seeking paths which would enable humanity to emerge definitively from the dead end of
intransigence and hatred.
The values of the Gospel, which are part of your national identity, will help you to build a modern,
tolerant, open and fraternal society, in which individuals can make their own specific contribution to the
common good, while at the same time finding the support they need to develop as fully as possible their
own talents.
Here I appeal especially to the young people: as they follow in the steps of those who sacrificed their
lives for lofty human, civic and religious ideals, may they preserve unchanged this heritage of civilization.
5. “Do not allow the powerful to destroy mankind”, wrote Volodymyr Monomakh (+ 1125) in his
book Instruction to My Children. These words remain as valid today as when they were first written.
In the twentieth century, the totalitarian regimes destroyed whole generations, by undermining three
pillars of any authentically human civilization: recognition of God’s authority, from which come binding
moral rules of life (cf. Ex 20:1-18); respect for the dignity of the human person, created in the image and
likeness of God (cf. Gn 1:26-27), and the duty to exercise power as a means of serving every member of
society without exception, beginning with the weakest and the most vulnerable.
Denial of God did not make man any more free. Rather, it exposed him to various forms of slavery and
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debased the vocation of political power to the level of brutal and oppressive force.
6. Men and women of politics! Do not forget this earnest lesson of history! Your task is to serve the
people and to ensure peace and equal rights for all. Resist the temptation to exploit power for personal or
group interests. Always be concerned for the needs of the poor and work in all legitimate ways to ensure
that every individual is guaranteed access to a just degree of prosperity.
Men and women of culture! You are heirs to a great history. I am thinking in particular of the Orthodox
Archbishop of Kyiv, Metropolitan Peter Mohyla, who in the seventeenth century founded the Academy of
Kyiv which is still remembered as a beacon of humanistic and Christian culture. It is your responsibility to
apply a critical and creative intelligence in every sphere of knowledge, by linking the cultural heritage of
the past to the challenges posed by modernity, in such a way as to contribute to authentic human progress
under the banner of the civilization of love. In this context I express the sincere desire that the teaching of
theology would receive appropriate recognition also from the civil authorities.
And in a special way for you, men and women engaged in scientific research, may the fearful social,
economic and ecological catastrophe of Chernobyl serve as a permanent warning! The potential of
technology must be wedded to unchanging ethical values, if the respect due to man and his inalienable
dignity is to be guaranteed.
Men and women of business and finance in the new Ukraine! The future of your Nation depends also on
you. Your courageous contribution, inspired always by the values of competence and honesty, will help to
relaunch the national economy. This in turn will restore confidence to all those who are tempted to leave
the country in order to seek employment elsewhere. In your activities always keep in mind the general
good and the just rights of all. See the human person and not profit as the goal of each economy so that
human dignity will be respected. Always act legally, which is a guarantee of fairness.
7. Distinguished Authorities, Ladies and Gentlemen! Humanity has entered the third millennium and
new prospects are appearing on the horizon. A global process of development is taking place, marked by
rapid and radical changes. Everyone is called to make his own contribution in a spirit of courage and
confidence. The Catholic Church stands at the side of all people of good will and supports their efforts in
the service of the common good.
For my part, I will continue to accompany you with my prayers, asking God to watch over you and your
families, your undertakings and the aspirations of the whole Ukrainian people. Upon all of you I invoke
the abundant blessings of Almighty God.

In the following days, John Paul II led two liturgies in Kyiv, and met with representatives of the All-Ukrainian Council
of Churches and Religious Organizations.
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On June 25, the Pope departed to Lviv

On his first day in Lviv, the Pope led the Latin Rite Service and later blessed the
cornerstone for the future campus of the Ukrainian Catholic University. Finally,
the Pope met with thousands of youth gathered at the square in front of the
Church of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin.

UKRAINE - SYKHIV - 26.06.2001. Esplanade in front of the Nativity of the Mother of God Church. Youth
Meeting
Official translation
1. “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life” (Jn 6:68).
Dear young people of Ukraine, the Apostle Peter spoke these words to Jesus, who had presented himself to the
crowds as the bread come down from heaven to give life to men (cf. Jn 6:58). Today I have the joy of repeating
these words in your presence, indeed of repeating them in your name and together with you.
Today Christ asks you the same question that he asked the Apostles: “Will you also go away?”. And you, young
people of Ukraine, how do you reply? I am sure that with me you too will make your own the words of Peter:
“Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life”.
Seeing so many of you, and so enthusiastic, my thoughts go back to the World Youth Day which took place in
Rome in August last year and at which many of you were present. There I invited the young people of the whole
world to open a great “school of faith”, a place in which to search for and examine more deeply the reasons for
following Christ the Saviour . Today we are experiencing a significant moment of the “school of faith” here in
your land, where the proclamation of the Gospel arrived more than a thousand years ago.
Once again, at the beginning of the third millennium, Christ asks you: “Who do you say that I am?” (Mt 16:15).
Dear young people, the Pope has come among you to encourage you to answer: “You are the Christ, the Son of
the living God” (Mt 16:16); “You have the words of eternal life” (Jn 6:68).
2. Yes, dear young people, Christ has the “words of eternal life”. His words last for ever and above all they open
for us the gates of eternal life. When God speaks, his words give life, they call things into existence, they direct
our journey, they restore disappointed and broken hearts and pour fresh hope into them.
Reading the Bible, we discover right from the first page that God speaks to us. He speaks to us as he gives life to
creation: the heavens, the earth, light, water, living things, man and woman, everything exists by his word. His
word gives meaning to all things, rescuing them from chaos. For this reason nature is an immense book in which
we can see with ever fresh wonder the traces of divine Beauty.
Even more than in creation, God speaks in the story of humanity. He reveals his presence in world events, by
beginning time after time a dialogue with men and women created in his image, in order to establish with each
one of them a communion of life and love. History becomes a journey in which the Creator and the individual
come to know each other, a dialogue of which the ultimate purpose is to lead us out of the slavery of sin to the
freedom of love.
3. Dear young people, when lived in this way, history becomes a path to freedom. Do you wish to travel this
path? Do you too wish to be part of this adventure? The future of Ukraine and of the Church in this country
depends also on your reply. You are not alone on this journey. You are part of a great people of believers who
look back to an ancient Patriarch, Abraham. He heard the call of the Lord and set out, becoming our “father in
faith”, because he believed and trusted the Lord who promised him land and descendants.
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From Abraham’s faith came the chosen people, who under the guidance of Moses undertook the exodus from
slavery in Egypt to the freedom of the Promised Land. At the centre of the exodus is the Sinai covenant, based on
the ten words of God: the Decalogue, the Ten Commandments. These are “words of eternal life”, because they are
always valid, and because they give life to those who observe them.
4. Dear friends! One day a young man, who was very rich, asked Jesus: “Teacher, what good deed must I do to
have eternal life?” (Mt 19:16). And Jesus replied: “If you would enter life, keep the commandments” (Mt 19:17).
Christ did not come to abolish the first covenant but to bring it to fulfilment. The Ten Commandments have
permanent value, because they are the fundamental law of humanity, written in the conscience of every person.
They are the first step to freedom and eternal life, because by observing them man places himself in a right
relationship with God and neighbour. They “make explicit the response of love that man is called to give to his
God” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2083). This law is written naturally in the heart of every human person
and is to be faithfully accepted and carried out. It should become the rule of our daily life.
In today’s world we see profound and rapid social changes and many moral points of reference have become
shaky, throwing people into confusion and sometimes despair. The Decalogue is like a compass in a stormy sea
which enables us to keep on course and reach land. This is why today I wish to present the commandments of the
Decalogue to you anew, young people of Ukraine, in a symbolic way, so that they will be your “compass”, the
solid point of reference for building your present and your future.
5. “You shall love the Lord your God.” We must give God the first place in our lives. For this reason the first
three commandments are concerned with our relationship with him. He rightly deserves to be loved with all our
heart, with all our soul and with all our strength (cf. Dt 6:5). God is one, and he is not to be exchanged for false
gods. To you too, dear young people, he says: “I am the Lord your God, I wish to lead you into the fullness of life:
do not put something else in my place”.
The pressure is strong today to replace the true God with false gods and deceptive aims. Material things are
today’s idols. If they are sought and used as means and instruments of good, they are a help to us. However, they
should never occupy the first place in man’s heart, even less in the heart of young people, who are called to fly
high, towards the most beautiful and most noble ideals!
The name of God is Father, Love, Faithfulness, Mercy. How can we fail to desire that everyone should know
and love him? His day – the Sabbath, which for us Christians became Sunday, the day of the Lord’s Resurrection
– is an anticipation of the Promised Land. How can we not make it holy by taking part in the Eucharist, the
festive meeting of the Christian community?
6. “Love your neighbour.” The other seven commandments refer to our relations with our neighbours. They
show us the path which enables us to establish relationships with other human beings marked by respect and
love, based on truth and justice.
Those who put this divine law into practice often find themselves going against the current. Young people of
Ukraine, Christ asks you to go against the current! He asks you to be defenders of his law and to put it into
practice in proper behaviour in daily life. This ancient and ever valid law finds its perfect fulfilment in the
Gospel. It is love that animates our lives, and it is to true, free and profound love that faithful observance of the
ten commandments leads. With this divine law solidly rooted in your hearts, do not be afraid: you will be fulfilled
and will contribute to the building of a world marked by greater solidarity and justice.
7. Dear young people, your country is going through a difficult and complex transition from the totalitarian
regime which oppressed it for so many years to a society at last free and democratic. Freedom however needs
strong, responsible and mature consciences. Freedom is demanding, and in a sense is more costly than slavery!
For this reason, as I embrace you like a father, I say to you: choose the narrow path that the Lord is showing
you through his commandments. They are words of truth and life. The path that often seems wide and easy later
shows itself to be deceptive and false. Do not go from the slavery of the Communist regime to the slavery of
consumerism, another form of materialism which, without explicitly rejecting God, actually does deny him by
excluding him from life.
Without God you will not be able to do anything good. With his help, however, you will be able to face all the
challenges of the present moment. You will succeed in making demanding decisions, against the current, as for
example the decision to stay confidently in your own country, without giving in to the illusions of an easy life
abroad. You are needed here, young people, ready to make your contribution to improving the social, cultural,
economic and political situation of your own country. Here the talents in which you are rich are needed for the
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future of your country, which has such a glorious history behind it.
The future of Ukraine depends in large part on you and the responsibilities that you will undertake. God will
not fail to bless your efforts, if you commit your lives to generous service to family and society, placing the
common good before private interests. Ukraine needs men and women dedicated to serving society, having as
their aim the promotion of the rights and well-being of all, especially the weakest and most deprived. This is the
logic of the Gospel, but it is also the logic that makes the civil community grow. True civilization, in fact, is
measured not by economic progress alone but also and mainly by the human, moral and spiritual progress of a
people.
8. Dear young people! I thank God who has given me the joy of meeting you! Before leaving you, I wish to add a
final word: love the Church! She is your family and the spiritual building of which you are called to be the living
stones. She appears with a particularly fascinating face here, on account of the different traditions which enrich
her. In a spirit of brotherhood, go on your way and grow in unity as you are today, so that the different traditions
will not be a reason for division but rather an encouragement towards knowledge and esteem of each other.
May the Virgin Mary, who is so greatly venerated here in the land of Ukraine, accompany you on this journey.
Love her and listen to her. She will teach you to make a sincere and generous gift of yourselves to God and to
others. She will inspire you to seek in Christ the fullness of life and joy. In this way you will be in the Church the
new generation of saints of your land, faithful to God and man, apostles of the Gospel, above all among your own
contemporaries.
Let your spiritual food be the Eucharistic Bread, Christ himself! Strengthened by him in the Eucharist, you will
remain always in his love and you will bear much fruit. And if the path will sometimes be steep, if the path of
faithfulness to the Gospel will appear too demanding, because it will certainly require sacrifice and courageous
decisions, remember our meeting. In this way you will be able to relive the enthusiasm of the profession of faith
that we have made together today: “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.” Repeat it and
do not fear! Christ will be your strength and your joy.
Thank you, dear friends! The Pope loves you and sees you as the sentinels of a new dawn of hope. He praises
God for your generosity, while he prays for you with affection and with all his heart he blesses you.

On the last day in Ukraine, Pope John Paul II celebrated the final service. The culmination of the Pope’s visit to
Ukraine to Ukraine was a beatification of 25 new martyrs of the UGCC - bishops, priests, monks, nuns and one
layman. During the communist persecution from 1935 – 1973, these people were murdered for their faith.

UKRAINE - LVIV - 27.06.2001. Hippodrome. Divine Liturgy
Official translation
1. “Greater love has no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends” (Jn 15:13).
This solemn statement of Christ echoes among us today with particular eloquence, as we proclaim Blessed a
group of sons and daughters of this glorious Church of Lviv of the Ukrainians. Most of them were killed in

7

hatred of the Christian faith. Some underwent martyrdom in times close to us, and among those present at
today’s Divine Liturgy there are some who knew them personally. This land of Halytchyna, which in the course
of history has witnessed the growth of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church, has been covered, as the
unforgettable Metropolitan Yosyf Slipyi used to say, “with mountains of corpses and rivers of blood”.
Yours is a living and fruitful community which goes back to the preaching of the holy brothers Cyril and
Methodius, to Saint Vladimir and Saint Olga. The example of the martyrs from different periods of history, but
especially from the past century, testifies to the fact that martyrdom is the highest measure of service of God and
of the Church. With this celebration we wish to pay homage to the martyrs and to thank the Lord for their
fidelity.
2. With this evocative rite of beatification, it is likewise my desire to express the whole Church’s gratitude to the
People of God in Ukraine for Mykola „arneckyj and his 24 companion Martyrs, as well as for the Martyrs Teodor
Romуa and Omeljan Kov…, and for the Servant of God Josaphata Michaлlina Hordashevska. Just as the grain of
wheat falls into the ground and dies in order to give life to the new plant (cf. Jn 12:24), so too did the Blessed
offer their lives so that the field of God would bear fruit in a new and more abundant harvest.
As we remember them, I greet all who are taking part in this concelebration: Cardinals Lubomyr Husar and
Marian Jaworski, with the Bishops and priests of the Greek-Catholic and Latin Churches. As I greet the present
Major Archbishop of Lviv of the Ukrainians, I recall his predecessors, the Servant of God Andrey Sheptytskyi, the
heroic Cardinal Yosyf Slipyj, and the late lamented Cardinal Myroslav Lubachivskyj, who died only recently. As I
recall these Pastors, my heart turns with affection to all the sons and daughters of the Greek-Catholic Church of
Ukraine, including those in other cities and countries who are following this event by radio and television.
3. The Servants of God who are today inscribed in the Book of the Blessed represent all categories of the
ecclesial community: among them are Bishops and priests, monks, nuns, and lay people. They were tested in
many ways by the followers of the infamous Nazi and Communist ideologies. Aware of the sufferings which these
faithful disciples of Christ were undergoing, my Predecessor Pius XII, sharing in their anguish, expressed his
solidarity with those “who are persevering in faith and resisting the enemies of Christianity with the same
unswerving fortitude with which their ancestors once resisted”. He praised their courage in remaining “faithfully
joined to the Roman Pontiff and their Pastors” (Apostolic Letter Orientales Ecclesias, 15 December 1952: AAS 45
[1953], 8).
Strengthened by God’s grace they travelled the path of victory to the end. This is the path of forgiveness and
reconciliation, the path that leads to the brilliant light of Easter, after the sacrifice of Calvary. These brothers and
sisters of ours are the representatives that are known out of a multitude of anonymous heroes – men and
women, husbands and wives, priests and consecrated men and women, young people and old – who in the
course of the twentieth century, the “century of martyrdom”, underwent persecution, violence and death rather
than renounce their faith.
How can we fail to recall the far-sighted and solid pastoral activity of the Servant of God, Metropolitan Andrey
Sheptytskyi, whose cause of Beatification is proceeding and whom we hope to see one day in the glory of the
Saints? We must refer to his heroic apostolic activity if we are to understand the humanly inexplicable
fruitfulness of the Greek-Catholic Church of Ukraine during the dark years of persecution.
4. In my youth I myself was a witness of this kind of “apocalypse”. “My priesthood, even at its beginning, was in
some way marked by the great sacrifice of countless men and women of my generation” (Gift and Mystery, p. 39).
Their memory must not be lost, for it is a blessing. We admire them and we are grateful to them: like an icon of
the Gospel of the Beatitudes which they lived even to the shedding of blood, they are a sign of hope for our times
and for the times to come. They have shown that love is stronger than death.
In their resistance to the mystery of evil, the strength of faith and of the grace of Christ was able to shine
brightly, despite human weakness (cf. 2 Cor 12:9-10). Their unconquered witness has shown itself to be the seed
of new Christians (cf. Tertullian, Apol., 50, 13: CCL 1, 171).
Together with them Christians of other confessions were also persecuted and killed on account of Christ. Their
joint martyrdom is a pressing call for reconciliation and unity. This is the ecumenism of the martyrs and
witnesses to faith, which indicates the path of unity to the Christians of the twenty-first century. May their
sacrifice be a practical lesson of life for all. This is certainly not an easy task. During the last centuries too many
stereotyped ways of thinking, too much mutual resentment and too much intolerance have accumulated. The
only way to clear the path is to forget the past, ask forgiveness of one another and forgive one another for the
wounds inflicted and received, and unreservedly trust the renewing action of the Holy Spirit.
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These martyrs teach us to be faithful to the twofold commandment of love: love of God, love of our brothers
and sisters.
5. Dear priests, religious, seminarians, catechists and students of theology! For you in particular I wish to
emphasize the shining example of these heroic witnesses to the Gospel. Like them be faithful to Christ unto
death. If God blesses your land with many vocations and if the seminaries are full – and this is a source of hope
for your Church – that is surely one of the fruits of their sacrifice. But it is a great responsibility for you.
For this reason I wish to say to those in charge: give careful attention to the training of future priests and of
those called to the consecrated life, in line with the principles of the Eastern monastic tradition. On the one hand
the value of celibacy for the Kingdom of Heaven ought to be emphasized, on the other the importance of the
Sacrament of Matrimony with its connected responsibilities ought to be made clear. The Christian family – as the
Council reminds us – is like a “domestic church”, in which parents must be the first proclaimers of the faith to
their children (cf. Lumen Gentium, 11).
I encourage all the Church’s sons and daughters to seek with constant commitment an ever more genuine and
profound knowledge of Christ. May the clergy be always eager to give serious evangelical and ecclesial formation
to the laity. May the spirit of sacrifice never fail among Christians. And may the courage of the Christian
community in the defence of those hurt and persecuted never grow weak, as it pays great attention to discerning
the signs of the times in order to respond to the social and spiritual challenges of the moment.
In this context I wish to assure you that I will follow with interest the development of the Third Session of the
Synod of your Church, which will take place in 2002 and will be devoted to the Church’s reading of the social
problems of Ukraine. The Church cannot remain silent when the safeguarding of human dignity and the common
good are at stake.
6. “Greater love has no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends” (Jn 15:13). The martyrs
declared Blessed today followed the Good Shepherd to the end. May their witness not be simply a boast for you:
rather, may it become an invitation to imitate them. In Baptism, every Christian is called to holiness. Unlike the
newly beatified martyrs, not all are called to undergo the supreme trial of shedding their blood. But everyone is
entrusted with the task of following Christ with daily and faithful generosity, as did Blessed Josaphata
Michaлlina Hordashevska, co-foundress of the Handmaids of Mary Immaculate. She lived her daily dedication to
the Gospel in an extraordinary way, in the service of children, the sick, the poor, the illiterate and the
marginalized, often in difficult situations marked by suffering.
May holiness be the desire of all of you, dear Brothers and Sisters of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church. On
this journey of holiness and renewal, may you be accompanied by Mary “who ‘precedes’ us all at the head of the
long line of witnesses of faith in the one Lord” (Redemptoris Mater, 30).
The Saints and Beati, who gained the crown of justice in this land of Ukraine, and the Beati whom we celebrate
in a particular way today, all intercede for you. May their example and protection help you to follow Christ and
faithfully serve his Mystical Body, the Church. Through their intercession, may God pour upon your wounds the
oil of mercy and consolation, that you may be able to look with confidence to what awaits you, knowing in your
hearts that you are the children of a Father who loves you tenderly.
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The Pope came as a pilgrim to bow to the martyr-Church, the
Head of the UGCC about the visit of John Paul II to Ukraine
June 23, 2001 exactly twenty years ago, His Holiness John Paul II arrived to Kyiv, Ukrainian land, soaked with
blood of millions of victims of World War II and martyrs for the faith in Christ. The first church where Pope was
praying became the church of St. Nicholas on Askold’s Grave.

The Father and Head of the UGCC assumes that this visit was important not just for our Church, but for the
Pope personally too. “He came to Ukraine as a pilgrim to bow to the martyr-Church which triumphantly
resurrected from the dead”, says he in an interview on the occasion of 20th Anniversary of Pope's Visit to
Ukraine.
John Paul II had an intention to expose our Church to the world, beatify holy martyrs of our Church, the ones
who paid for the faithfulness to Kyiv Church with their blood, which now the UGCC holds in its identity, states His
Beatitude Sviatoslav.
As for him, such visits in the first decade of restoring the structures of the UGCC belonged to Pope’s act of
kindness expressed to Ukraine and Ukrainians, as well as to the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church for its faithful
testimony, sealed with blood of martyrs.
The UGCC Department for Information
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Archeparchy News

Happy 60th Birthday to Archbishop Nelson Perez!
Metropolitan Borys Gudziak, along with auxiliary bishop, clergy, religious and faithful of
the Ukrainian Archeparchy of Philadelphia, greets Archbishop Nelson J. Perez of
Archdiocese of Philadelphia on the occasion of his 60th birthday that he celebrated on
June 16! The Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia wishes Archbishop Perez
all blessing and good health in his ministry to the people of God!
Ad multos annos!

Archbishops Nelson Perez and Borys Gudziak during the walking rosary in Philadelphia, June 7, 2020

Saint Michael’s parish in Jenkintown holds youth
summer camp
This year’s theme of the camp, which is held from June 21 to July 9, is: “Jesus,
I Want To Be a Saint!”. During three weeks, children have a unique opportunity to
be take part in Liturgies, learn how to prepare Church services, have catechism lessons
with bishop Andriy Rabiy and the priests, and to grow physically, emotionally and
spiritually.
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This year’s camp welcomed up to 70 participants. “We hope that the camp will leave a
warm memory in the hearts of the participants and will be a good opportunity to deepen
their knowledge about God and the Church”, noted Halyna Vasylytsia.

Archbishop Borys visits St. John the Baptist parish in Newark, NJ
On June 20, Archbishop Borys Gudiak celebrated liturgy at the St. John the Baptist
parish in observance of the parochial feast of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist.

The pastor of the parish, Rev Taras Svirchuk, together with the children and active
parishioners, welcomed the Metropolitan at the doorsteps of the church.
“The liturgy is the perfect means of communication with God. Listening to His
voice and praying w become acquainted with God and ourselves. Today we pray with
you, Most Reverend Archbishop,” said Fr Taras.
In his homily, Archbishop Borys focused on Saint John the Baptist whose birth was a
miracle and whose life and death were a radical witness to God. “The birth of Saint
John shows us God’s work in history. He does not give us an abstract theory or
ideology but He enters our life. God works in our body, in our city and in our time. The
challenges have been and will be great; but following the example of John, we will find
a method, an approach, and a way to meet these challenges in peace and true joy,” he
stressed.
After the liturgy, there was a short spiritual concert performed by the youth of the
parish.
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Sisters Of St. Basil The Great Elect New Provincial And Council
The Sisters of the Order of St. Basil the Great are a pontifical order of Eastern Catholic
women whose origins date to the 4th century sibling-saints Basil and Macrina. Today
the Sisters of St. Basil live and work around the world, ministering on four continents
in education, orphanages, healthcare, pastoral care, and other capacities. The Order
is divided into administrative units called provinces, and the Motherhouse in
Jenkintown is home to the Jesus, Lover of Humanity Province.

Every five years the members of the Jesus, Lover of Humanity Province hold a
Provincial Chapter to elect their leadership team, which consists of a Provincial and
three Council members. On Monday, June 14, 2021, the newly elected Sisters were
announced: Sister Joann Sosler, Provincial; Sister Dorothy Ann Busowski, Assistant
Provincial; Sister Clement Bartholomew, Councilor; Sister Teodora Kopyn, Councilor.
Also during the Chapter, two proposals were made regarding the Jesus, Lover of
Humanity Province’s strategic directions. The first put forth four points: exploring
possibilities for collaboration, increasing province participation in leadership,
revitalizing lay involvement, and pursuing new ministry opportunities. The second
proposal focused more specifically on potential collaboration or covenant relationships
with other Basilian provinces around the world, along the lines of the relationship now
enjoyed with Ukraine’s Holy Trinity Province.
A celebratory dinner was held on Friday evening for the outgoing Provincial and
Council while another took place on Monday evening to welcome the new ones.
Metropolitan Archbishop Borys Gudziak in a phone conversation congratulated Sister
Joann on her election. Overall, Sister Teodora described this Provincial Chapter as
unfolding very peacefully, while Sister Clement expressed confidence in

13

God’s presence throughout and especially in His role in bringing out the best of the
Sisters for the occasion.
My God bless and inspire Sisters Joann, Dorothy Ann, Clement, and Teodora to lead
the Province with courage and wisdom for the next five years!
Sisters of the Order of St. Basil the Great

Ukrainian Metropolitan of Philadelphia Takes Part
of June Meeting of USCCB
On June 16-18, 2021 the Ukrainian Catholic Archbishop of Philadelphia, the Most Rev.
Borys Gudziak, took part in the virtual June Meeting of the Unites States Bishop
Conference.
Along with the updates made by the different committees of the USCCB, the bishops
have voted on the outline of the document on the Eucharist. The Committee on
Doctrine will begin the draft of the document. The three chapters of the document will
be: “The Eucharist, A Mystery to be Believed”, “The Eucharist, A Mystery to be
Celebrated” and “The Eucharist, A Mystery to be Lived”. Preparation of this
document started several years ago.
Additionally, following the recent Synods on Family at Youth (Rome, 2015 and 2018
respectively) the US bishops reflected on new ways to serve youth, young adults, and
families.
The next General Assembly will be held in Baltimore, MD on November 15-18. The US
Bishops hope to be able to gather in person for the Fall meeting for the first time since
the pandemic of Coronavirus.
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The fourth meeting of Pastoral Council Group
On Monday June 14, Archbishop Borys convened the fourth meeting of Pastoral
Council Group.
After a prayer, the Archbishop shared the news about the new priests who arrived to
the US to serve at the Philadelphia Archeparchy: six priests, one graduated seminarian,
and one lay woman. The newcomers briefly introduced themselves and their families.
Archbishop Borys shared his provisional plan to invite a few more priests, religious, and
laity from Ukraine.

The Archbishop introduced the global Pastoral Plan for the Ukrainian Greek Catholic
Church. Archbishop Borys was a head of the Synodal Group, which drafted a general
framework of the Plan accepted by the UGCC Synod of bishops in March. Preparing
general framework, bishops held numerous meetings and consultations some of which
were online due to COVID-19 outbreak.
The meeting ended with an open discussion on the Pastoral Plan which also included
the idea of sharing of resources and creating the tools to help introduce these ideas to
parishioners
The next meeting will be on July 20, 2021
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Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in Bayonne had an
exhibit of relics on All Saints Sunday

On this feast day we celebrated all the canonized saints and all the uncanonized saints
as well. Joseph Kushnir, an artist and poet of the parish, has amassed a collection of
over 200 relics some are first class in nature. Among the collection were St. Pantaleon
“Wonder Worker”, St. Josaphat “Patron Saint of Ukraine”, St. John the Baptist, St.
Nicholas, St. Basil the Great, St. Gregory the Theologian, just to name a few displayed.
Marianne Savron-Cohen
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Eternal memory!

Tragedy has struck. The life of a beautiful young man cut short.
Maximilian, the second of 10 brothers and sisters, was only 16. A
leader among the servers at the Ss. Joachim and Anna parish he
regularly received the Holy Sacraments.
In the name of the bishops, clergy, religious, and faithful of our
Metropolia I express sincere condolences to the bereaved parents
Jonathan and Mary and Max’s siblings — Magdelyn, Christopher,
Brendan, Francis, Andrew, Patrick, Lucia, Elizabeth, and Melania,
to the grandparents, uncles, aunts, cousins, and all relatives of the
Germain family.
+Borys
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Meetings at the Residence
On June 14, 2021, Tetiana Stawnychy visited Metropolitan Borys at
his residence where she also met the newly arrived priests from
Ukraine. For 15 years, Tetiana headed the Development Department
of the Patriarchal Curia of the UGCC. Additionally, for the last 5
years Tetiana worked at the Eastern European Relief Fund of the
American Episcopal Conference in Washington, DC.
Soon, Tetiana Stawnychy will begin her ministry as the head of
Caritas-Ukraine. Caritas-Ukraine is one of the largest international
networks of charitable organizations in the world. Over 26 years,
hundreds of thousands of needy Ukrainians have received material,
social, psychological and legal assistance through their work.

Meeting with the priests from New
Jersey deanery. Prayer and
fellowship.
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Church News

Pope Francis appointed Apostolic Nuncio to Ukraine

On June 15, 2021 it was informed that in Vatican His Holiness Pope Francis had appointed the
Reverend Msgr. Visvaldas Kulbokas as an Apostolic Nuncio to Ukraine, elevating him to the
Titular See of Martana.
Source: The UGCC Department for Information
A new Apostolic Nuncio to Ukraine archbishop Visvaldas Kulbokas was born in Klaipeda, Lithuania
on 14 May 1974.
He was ordained a priest on 19 July 1998 and incardinated to the Diocese of Telšiai. He obtained
PhD degree in theology and a licentiate in canon law.
He entered the Holy See Diplomatic Service on 1 July 2004 and served in the Pontifical
Representations in Lebanon, Netherlands, Russian Federation in the Section for Relations with
States of the Secretariat of State and in Kenya.
Apart from speaking the Lithuanian language, which is his mother tongue, the archbishop knows
English, French, Italian, Russian and Spanish.

Pope at Audience: On the Cross,
Jesus prayed for each of us
At the General Audience on Wednesday, Pope Francis concludes a long series of
catechetical lessons on “prayer,” focusing on the priestly prayer of Jesus.
By Christopher Wells
As he concluded his catechetical cycle on prayer – which began over a year ago, in May 2020 – Pope
Francis said “the most beautiful thing to remember” is “the grace that we do not only pray, but that, so
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to speak, we have been ‘prayed for,’ we have already been received in Jesus’s dialogue with the Father,
in communion with the Holy Spirit.”
Prayer, the Pope said, “is one of the most evident features in Jesus’ life… because the dialogue with the
Father was the incandescent core of His whole existence.”

Core of Christian proclamation
Although Jesus prayed throughout His earthly life, said the Pope, His prayer became even more
intense in the days and hours leading to His Passion and Death, the “central core” of the Christian
proclamation, which shed light on the whole of Jesus’ life.
Jesus “was not a philanthropist who took care of human suffering and illness: He was and is much
more,” the Pope said. Jesus offers us “total salvation, messianic salvation, that gives hope in the
definitive victory of life over death.”
And so, Pope Francis added, “in the last days of His final Passover, we find Jesus fully emersed in
prayer": In the agony in the Garden of Gethsemane, where He confidently addressed God as 'Abba,'
Father, a word expressing intimacy and trust; and on the Cross, “obscurely shrouded in the silence of
God,” where once again He calls on God the Father.

Cross fulfills Father's gift
On the Cross, said Pope Francis, “the gift of the Father is accomplished — who offers love. That is, our
salvation is accomplished." When Jesus cried out to God on the Cross, saying, "Father, into your hands
I commend my spirit," the Pope explained, He offered "everything. Everything is prayer, in the three
hours of the Cross."
Jesus' prayer, the Pope said, "is intense, the prayer of Jesus is unique and also becomes the model for
our prayer." Pope Francis insisted, "Jesus prayed for everyone, He also prayed for me, for each one of
you. Each one of us can say: 'Jesus prayed for me on the Cross.' He prayed. Jesus can say to each one of
us: 'I prayed for you, at the Last Supper, and on the wood of the Cross.'"
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We are never alone
Pope Francis said we must "keep this in our heart, we must never forget" that Jesus prayed for each of
us personally. "We were willed by Jesu Christ, and even in the our of His Passion, Death, and
Resurrection, everything was offered for us."
So, the Pope concluded, "with prayer and with life, all that is left for us is to have courage, hope, and
with this courage and hope to experience strongly the prayer of Jesus and go forward: so that our life
might give glory to God in the awareness that He prays for me to the Father, that Jesus prays for me."

Pope to the elderly: God sends his angels to
console your loneliness
Pope Francis reassures the elderly that God is always with them in his message for
the first-ever World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly. He also reminds them of
their vocation to preserve our roots and to pass on the faith to the younger ones.
By Fr. Benedict Mayaki, SJ
Pope Francis on Tuesday released a message for the First World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly
ahead of the date of the celebration which is scheduled for 25 July. The theme chosen by the Pope for
the inaugural commemoration is “I am with you always” (Mt 28: 30).
The Holy Father addressed the theme from the Gospel of Matthew to all Grandparents and the elderly,
reminding them that this is the promise the Lord made to his disciples before he ascended into
heaven.
“The whole Church is close to you – to us – and cares about you, loves you and does not want to leave
you alone!” the Pope said, identifying with the elderly, as one of them.
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Comfort amid the pandemic
The Pope’s message comes amid the challenging times of the Covid-19 pandemic that has affected
everyone, especially elderly people. Many, Pope Francis noted, “fell ill, others died or experienced the
death of spouses or loved ones, while others found themselves isolated and alone for long periods.”
“The Lord is aware of all that we have been through in this time,” the Pope said, “He is close to those
who felt isolated and alone, feelings that became more acute during the pandemic.” Illustrating this, he
recounted the story of St. Joachim, the grandfather of Jesus, who, according to tradition, was consoled
by a messenger of the Lord when he felt estranged from those around him.

The Lord sends angels, messengers through His words
Even at the darkest moments, the Lord continues to send angels to console our loneliness and to
remind us that He is with us always, the Pope assured.
These angels, he continued, will at times have the face of our grandchildren, while at other times, “the
face of family members, lifelong friends or those we have come to know during these trying times,
when we have learned how important hugs and visits are for each of us.”
At the same time, the Lord also “sends us messengers through his words, which are always at hand”
the Pope noted, inviting the elderly to “try to read a page of the Gospel every day, to pray with the
psalms, to read the prophets.” He added that “the Scriptures will also help us to understand what the
Lord is asking of our lives today. For at every hour of the day, and in every season of life, he continues
to send labourers into his vineyard.”

The vocation of the elderly
The Holy Father went to recall the words of Jesus to the disciples when he asked them to “Go
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you” (Mt 28:19-20)
Addressing these words to the elderly, he highlighted that this helps them better understand that they
have the vocation “to preserve our roots, to pass on the faith to the young, and to care for the little
ones” irrespective of their age, if they are alone or have a family, if they work or not or if they are
grandparents or not. The Pope underlined that there is no retirement age from the work of
proclaiming the Gospel and handing down traditions to grandchildren.
Further encouraging the elderly to “set out and undertake something new” in spite of the doubts and
questions they might have, he reminded them that Jesus himself heard a similar question when
Nicodemus asked him “how can a man be born when he is old” (Jn 3:4)
It can happen, “if we open our hearts to the working of the Holy Spirit, who blows where he wills. The
Holy Spirit whose freedom is such that goes wherever, and does whatever he wills,” the Pope said.
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Emerging from the crisis
Reflecting on collective efforts to put an end to the pandemic, Pope Francis stressed that we will not
emerge from the present crises as we were before, but either better and worse. He noted that “no one
is saved alone” and we are all indebted to one another because “we are all brothers and sisters.”
In this regard, he went on to insist that the elderly “are needed in order to help build, in fraternity and
social friendship, the world of tomorrow” where, together with their children and grandchildren, “will
live once the storm has subsided.”
The Pope insisted that all of us must “take an active part in renewing and supporting our troubled
societies” and the elderly, better than anyone else, can help to set up three of the pillars that support
“this new edifice,” which include dreams, memory and prayer.

Dreams, memory and prayer
Recalling the words of Prophet Joel, “Your old men shall dream dreams, and your young men will have
visions” (Joel 3:1), Pope Francis said that the future of the world depends on the covenant between
young and old because “who, if not the young, can take the dreams of the elderly and make them come
true?”
For this to happen, “it is necessary that we continue to dream,” said the Pope. “Our dreams of justice,
of peace, of solidarity, can make it possible for our young people to have new visions; in this way,
together, we can build the future.”
Explaining further, the Pope said that “dreams are intertwined with memory.” The Pope then turned
his thoughts to the painful memory of war and the importance of helping the young to learn the value
of peace. He stressed that those among the elderly that experienced the suffering of war must pass on
the message because keeping memory alive and sharing it with others is a true mission for every
elderly person.
“Without memory, however, we will never be able to build; without a foundation, we can never build a
house. Never. And the foundation of life is memory,” he said.
Finally, Pope Francis spoke on prayer, recalling Pope Benedict XVI’s words: “the prayer of the elderly
can protect the world, helping it perhaps more effectively than the frenetic activity of many others.”
He reminded the elderly that their prayer is “a very precious resource; a deep breath that the Church
and the world urgently need” that “inspires in everyone the serene trust that we will soon come to
shore” especially in these times “as we continue to sail in the same boat across the stormy sea of the
pandemic.”
Concluding, the Holy Father held up the example of Blessed Charles de Foucauld to the elderly,
explaining that the story of his life “shows how it is possible, even in the solitude of one’ s own desert,
to intercede for the poor of the whole world and to become, in truth, a universal brother or sister.” He,
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therefore, asked the Lord that through his example, “all of us may open our hearts in sensitivity to the
sufferings of the poor and intercede for their needs.”
“May each of us learn to repeat to all, and especially to the young, the words of consolation we have
heard spoken to us today: “I am with you always”! keep moving forward! May the Lord grant you his
blessing,” the Pope said.

Pope at Audience: Evangelization requires us to
follow unexpected paths
At the General Audience on Wednesday, Pope Francis starts a new cycle of
catechesis on themes from St. Paul's Letter to the Galatians, highlighting the
problems faced by the Christian communities in Galatia.
By Fr. Benedict Mayaki, SJ
Pope Francis began a new cycle of catechesis at the General Audience on Wednesday, dedicated to
themes proposed by Apostle Paul in his Letter to the Galatians.
In the Epistle, noted the Pope, St. Paul makes many biographical references that allow us to
understand his conversion and his decision to place his life at the service of Christ. He also touches on
important subjects such as freedom, grace, and the Christian way of life – topics that “touch on many
aspects of the life of the Church in our times.”
The Holy Father highlighted that it is an important and decisive letter, not only for getting to know St.
Paul better, but above all, for showing the beauty of the Gospel.

St. Paul’s work of evangelization
The first feature from the Letter to the Galatians, the Pope pointed out, is the “great work of
evangelization” by the Apostle who visited its communities at least twice during his missionary
journeys.
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Providing some context to the Letter, Pope Francis explained that though it is uncertain which
geographical area Paul was referring to, or the date that he wrote the letter, the Galatians were an
ancient Celtic population who settled in the extensive region of Anatolia, with Ancyra as its capital
(present-day Ankara in Turkey).
In this region, St. Paul relates that he was obliged to stay due to illness, the Pope said. However, St.
Luke, in the Acts of the Apostles, provides a spiritual motivation, noting that “they went through the
region of Phry’gia and Galatia, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the Word in Asia”
(Acts 16:6).
Explaining further, the Holy Father said that these two facts are not contradictory as they indicate that
“the path of evangelization does not always depend on our will and plans, but requires a willingness to
allow ourselves to be shaped and to follow other paths that were not foreseen.”
“What we do see,” continued the Pope, “is that in his indefatigable work of evangelization, the Apostle
succeeded in founding several small communities scattered throughout the region of Galatia.”

Pastoral concern amid crisis
Pope Francis went on to highlight Paul’s pastoral concern, when, after founding the Churches, he
discovered that some Christians who had come from Judaism had started to sow theories contrary to
his teaching.
These Christians argued that even the Gentiles had to be circumcised according to the Mosaic Law,
and, by implication, the Galatians would have to renounce their cultural identity in order to submit to
the norms and customs of the Jews. On top of that, these adversaries of Paul claimed that Paul was not
a true apostle and therefore had no authority to preach the Gospel.
Pope Francis noted the uncertainty that filled the hearts of the Galatians in the midst of this crisis,
especially since they had come to know and believe that the salvation brought about by Jesus was the
beginning of a new life, in spite of their history that was interwoven with slavery, including that which
subjected them to the emperor of Rome.

Not far removed from today
Bringing the situation into the present day, Pope Francis remarked the presence of preachers who,
especially through the new means of communication, present themselves as “keepers of the truth” on
the best way to be Christians, instead of announcing the Gospel of Christ.
He lamented that these preachers strongly affirm that the true Christianity is the one that they adhere
to – a Christianity that is often identified with the past – and proffer as a solution to the crises of today,
a return to the past “so as not to lose the genuineness of the faith.”
Today too, as then, the Pope added, “there is a temptation to close oneself up in some of the certainties
acquired in past traditions.”
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Pointing out that the teaching of Apostle Paul in his Letter to the Galatians “will help us to understand
which path to follow,” the Holy Father underlined that it is the “liberating and ever-new path of Jesus,
Crucified and Risen.”
“It is the path of proclamation, which is achieved through humility and fraternity; it is the path of
meek and obedient trust, in the certainty that the Holy Spirit works in the Church in every age,” the
Pope said.

John Paul II Avenue and Hagia Sophia Square
appeared in Lviv
The territory of the campus of the Ukrainian Catholic University in Lviv is now called the square of
St. Sophia, the Wisdom of God, and Khutorivka str., where the Lviv Theological Seminary of the
Holy Spirit and the Faculty of Philosophy and theology of UCU are located, was renamed in honor
of John Paul II.
Today, after the university-wide Liturgy, Archbishop Borys Gudziak consecrated the square on the
occasion of its renaming. The event was timed to coincide with the 20th anniversary of the visit of
Pope John Paul II to Lviv and the graduation celebrations and dedication of the new UCU Collegium.

26

"Continuing a thousand-year tradition, our university has placed the Church of the Wisdom of God
in its center. We are a community of knowledge, competencies, and technologies, but there are
many such communities. The special vocation of this university is not only to seek knowledge, not
only to manage information, not only to master data deftly and effectively. Our community is called
to bear witness and serve. This is the essence of true-life wisdom – when knowledge turns into love.
Therefore, the designation of this square by that name emphasizes our mission, suggests to us the
purpose of our pilgrimage. May the veneration of the Wisdom of God in Hagia Sophia inspire us. Let
this pilgrimage, which has been going on for a thousand years, lead us to the next century. May the
blessing of the Holy Pope John Paul II, which took place here, be and be with us. Let us be worthy
of this legacy and cherish true wisdom, which is only in God," His Eminence Borys Gudziak said.
Father-Rector of UCU Bogdan Prakh stressed the importance of this event: "I thank the Lord God,
who sends Dreamers to this world among us, that they ignite other Dreamers and we become
witnesses of the great miracle of God. It was thanks to such a dreamer as our bishop Boris, who
answered the call of God, that the Ukrainian Catholic University was established. Today we stand
in front of the University temple and realize this Providence."
In the lobby of the Sheptytsky Center, there is a photo exhibition of the Institute of Church History
dedicated to the 20th anniversary of the pilgrimage of St. John Paul II to Ukraine.
As UCU has reported, in the XVI century, the territory that is now located near the UCU campus
was called Sofiyevka. The name comes from the fact that the Lviv patrician Mrs. Sofia Ganleva built
a church in honor of the death of her husband, which is now the Church of St. Sophia at the corner
of Yaroslavenko and Franko streets. So the territory around the church was called Sofiyevka, and,
obviously, covered the territory of the UCU campus, because the territory of such names does not
have clear borders.
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In addition, the logic in naming the Square is also that the University Church of St. Sophia – The
Wisdom Of God is located on this site. In the tradition of Lviv naming, there are several squares (St.
Petersburg square). Theodora, St. Georges), were or still are the names of those Saints, if the
churches of the same dedication are located nearby.
As for Khutorivka, we are talking about renaming part of Khutorivka street (from Stryiska str. to
Krasna Kalyna avenue) into St. John Paul II Avenue. The name of Khutorivka street appeared in
1950 and it is most likely associated with the manor building – a farm. Now, this street is well
developed in communication and this name is no longer relevant for it. One of the arguments for
renaming this street in honor of Pope John Paul II was that the UGCC seminary and the Faculty of
Philosophy and theology of UCU are located here.

We remind you that on June 23-27, 2001, Pope John Paul II paid an international visit to Ukraine.
During his stay in Lviv, the Pope consecrated the cornerstone for the construction of the university
campus of the Ukrainian Catholic University, as well as the complex of the Lviv Theological
Seminary of the Holy Spirit of the UGCC and the Faculty of Philosophy and theology of UCU.
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Pope Francis and Mattia Villardita, the man under the costume of Spider-Man
who has spent the past three years dressing as a superhero to visit Italy’s sick children in hospitals
(June 23, Rome)
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Spirituality

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
“Lord, I am not worthy that you should come under My roof, just say the word and my
servant will be healed.” (Matthew 8:8)
“Amen I say unto you, I have not found so great a faith in Israel.” (Matthew 8:10)

The centurion had a strong faith in the power of the Word of the Lord God. The
centurion, a soldier in the Roman legion, understood well that the word of one in
authority has power and takes effect in action. The centurion would say to a soldier:
”Go” and he would go. “Do this” he’d say to another and it would get done.
Having such an understanding of the Power of the Word, the centurion in humility says
to the Lord: “I am not worthy that You should enter under my roof.” If You just say the
Word, the servant will get better. Jesus’ word can heal, can make us “whole” and
healthy. Our Lord’s response to this expression of faith is that He has never found so a
great faith in Israel.”
Sacred Scripture attests to the power of the Word of God already in the first story in the
Book of Genesis. The story of Creation speaks of the Word of God and its ability to
create – to make something out of nothing. In Genesis 1:2 God said “Let there be light
and there was light.” And we are told that God saw that the light was good. All that the
Lord God created is good. He alone is the All-Good One. In Him, there is no sin, no
evil, no wrong. Creation was in perfect harmony.
It was the fall of Adam and Eve, their giving into the temptation of the devil that caused
disharmony and effected changes in the personal relationship between the creature
and the Creator-God. The devil tempted Adam and Eve to disobey God, telling them
that they would know as God knows by listening to the devil rather than to God. As a
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result of this sin, Adam and Eve were cast out of Paradise and would work by the sweat
of their brow and eventually die.
But God did not leave His creation without the hope of redemption. God promised that
one day He would send someone to crush the head of the serpent, the evil one. God
kept His promise and sent to us His Only-Begotten Son, Jesus Christ, in due time to
redeem us and make all creation anew. Jesus is the fulfillment of all the Old Testament
prophecies concerning the coming of the Messiah.
Besides the power of the Divine Word to create, the Word of God has the power to
heal, cure and make the person “whole” or healthy. The centurion understood well this
divine healing power of the Word. He says to Jesus that He the Lord need not enter his
dwelling, come under his roof. The Lord can just say the Word and centurion believed
that his servant would be healed. What faith in the healing power of Christ! All of this
did not go unnoticed. The Lord remarked that He had not found such faith from anyone
previously in Israel.
Through Sacred Scripture, we hear of the healing power of God. In the Old Testament
book of Jeremiah the Prophet, we read: “Heal me, o Lord, and I will be healed; save me
and I will be saved, for You are the One I praise.” (17:14) In the Old Testament book of
Psalms, we read: “Bless the Lord, O my soul, let all that is within me bless His holy
name. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not His benefits. He heals all your
diseases and crowns you with mercy and compassion. He redeems your life from
corruption.” – Psalm 102(3)
In the Gospel of St. Mark, we read: how Jesus addressed the woman cured from a
hemorrhage: “Daughter, your faith has saved you. Go in peace and be cured of your
affliction.” (5:34) And in the Gospel of St. Matthew, we read how Our Lord travelled
throughout the towns and villages “teaching in the synagogues and proclaiming the
Good News of the Kingdom and healing every sickness and disease. (9:3)
We Christians in like manner seek the divine healing power of the Word. We pray for
healing and we know that “the prayer of the righteous man is powerful and effective.”
(James 5:16)
Dear Lord, grant us today continued healing from such illnesses as the coronavirus
(Co-vid 19). We also beseech You to effect a spiritual healing and renewal within us of
body and soul.
Rev. D. George Worschak
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Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
“The demons pleaded with Him, ‘If you drive us out, send us into the herd of swine.’ And
He said to them, “Go then!” They came out and entered the swine, and the whole herd
rushed down the steep bank into the sea where they drowned.” (Matthew 8:31-32)

The healing of the two men possessed by evil spirits should have been an occasion of great
rejoicing. But the response from the inhabitants of the Gadarene area was just the
opposite. They focused on the material loss, the herd of swine. We read that the “whole
herd rushed down the steep bank into the sea where they drowned.”
The swineherds fled into the town and reported the whole event to the people of the
town. They told them how the demoniacs were cured and at a great material loss. The
whole town then comes out to meet the Lord Jesus and they beg Him to leave their
locality. Indeed the people of that were much too concerned about the material
loss. Instead of rejoicing over the healing of the two men possessed, they out of fear beg
Jesus to depart.
What they had not noticed or to them was of little concern was how previously two were
so savage that no one could travel by that road. What a marvel to see these two men now
of sound mind. Each and every human person is valuable and precious in the eyes of the
Lord. Each one of us has been created in the image and likeness of God.
This healing had manifested that the power of the Lord God is Almighty, all-powerful. The
Lord God has the power even over the evil spirits, the demons. With His word of
command: Go! Depart!, the evil spirits come out of the two men possessed and enter the
swine and the whole herd of swine rushed down the steep bank into the sea where they
drowned.
Evil is real. It is a power to be reckoned with. Whenever encountering evil, we are to say
“no” to evil. For the source of evil is the devil and never God, the All-Good One. The devil
seeks to tempt us to turn away from God. And whenever one turns away from God and
does not seek to follow the Holy Will of God, he or she commits a sin. Some sins are less
serious than others. Serious, grievous sins affect our personal relationship with Our Lord
God and Savior, Jesus Christ and endanger our destination for all eternity.
32

We all are sinners and humbly seek the forgiven of God and repent, seeking to better live
the life God calls us – to fulfill the unique mission given to each of us. With the Lord’s help,
His graces and blessings, we face the hardships that we may now encounter on earth. But
it is simply unthinkable that any one of us would outright reject the Lord as did those
inhabitants of the Gadarene district.
May we never place material goods over the spiritual. We are to ask the Lord God to draw
near, even nearer to us in times of need. True, it is “natural” for us to be concerned and
even have an uncertainty about the future, especially after suffering a “loss.” But it is the
Almighty Lord Who can and does sustain us – empowers us to overcome evil and replenish
the goods that may have been lost. We beseech the Lord God to guide and protect us as we
sojourn towards our destination – the eternal Kingdom of Heaven.
Father George Worshchak
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Announcements

Ukrainian World Congress Announces "30 under 30" Initiative for
Young People in the Diaspora, Dedicated to the 30th Anniversary of
Ukrainian Independence.
The nomination process will be open until July 7, 2021. To follow the
project and learn more about the nomination process, please visit the
website
https://30.ukrainianworldcongress.org/ and follow UWC on social
media.

Byzantine Liturgy at St. Jude The Apostle Church in
Lewes, DE
Rev. Volodymyr Klanichka pastor of St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church will celebrate Divine Liturgy of St. John
Chrysostom at St. Jude The Apostle Roman Catholic Church, Lewes, DE
5:30 PM on Sundays: June 27, July 25 and August 29, 2020.
(Last Sunday of the month during June, July, and August.)
St. Jude The Apostle Roman Catholic Church is located at 152 Tulip drive, Lewes, DE 19958.
For more information, please call at 302 7625511.
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English speaking online school for for those interested in theology, philosophy, humanities,
politics, history and reconciliation.
Presented by the Institute of Ecumenical Studies at the Ukrainian Catholic
University, ESD will last for 13 days (three hours per day 16:00-19:00 CET) and will
consist of online lectures, discussions, seminars, video-presentations and virtual excursions.
ESD offers 4 ECTS credits for participation at the school’s online events and homework.
Working language – English!

Goals of the School:
- to study key political, social and religious processes occurring in Ukraine and throughout
the region;
- to introduce various aspects of the ongoing conflict in Ukraine (geopolitical, ethnic,
religious, ideological);
- to investigate the inter-denominational experience of the 2014 Maidan Revolution (The
Revolution of Dignity) and its impact on the dialogue and cooperation within broader
society;
- to study the ecumenical situation in Ukraine, marked by the challenges of the CatholicOrthodox dialogue;
- to study the implications of the creation of the Orthodox Church of Ukraine, the reaction of
the Russian Orthodox church to it, and the implications for the inter-Orthodox unity;
- to evaluate Eastern Christian contributions to the field of ecumenism and peacebuilding;
- to discuss creative proposals in order to deal with the situation of conflicts and wars, and
cultivate an atmosphere of trust between the Churches, societies and states;
- to foster an understanding of Ukraine and its neighbours, in order to understand Europe
better, by engaging with the insider perspectives.
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The 87th Annual Ukrainian Seminary Day will
be held Sunday, July 25th, 2021 at St. Nicholas Church
picnic grounds in Primrose (just outside Minersville) PA.
This annual event is sponsored by the 12 parishes and
faithful of the South Anthracite Deanery under the
leadership of their pastors. Plans for the day already
include a Hierarchical Divine Liturgy with the clergy
of the deanery at 11 A.M. and Drive-Thru Food Sale will
start at 1 P.M. with delicious ethnic and regional foods
prepared by the parishes of the deanery.
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