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Prayer for peace in Ukraine 

At the conclusion of Sunday's midday Angelus, Pope Francis expressed his concerns over the 
increasing tensions that threaten to overturn chances for peace in Ukraine and security on the 
European continent in general, given the wider repercussions of any conflict. In response, the Pope 
has proposed that next Wednesday 26 January be a day of prayer for peace. 

 
“I make a heartfelt appeal to all people of good will to raise prayers to Almighty God that all 

political actions and initiatives may be at the service of human brotherhood rather than partisan interests.” 
 

Pray for peace and justice for Ukraine 
 

 An Appeal of the Ukrainian Catholic Bishops of the United States: 
  
“Pray for peace and justice for Ukraine.  
Be informed.  
Support the suffering.” 
  
                      “Herod is going to search for the child to destroy him” (Mt 2,13) 
In our Eastern Christian Christmas traditions, we rejoice and celebrate that “God is 

with us,” singing the praises of the Prince of Peace in hymns and carols. Yet as we 
reread the Nativity account, we encounter the homelessness of the Mother of God, the 
anguish of Joseph, and the refugee status of the newborn Jesus. Herod 
appears, a homicidal tyrant craving hegemony, who massacres innocent children in 
Bethlehem in order to kill the Messiah— a vivid image of the lust for power. 
Herod’s determination to dominate was so overpowering that he even murdered three of his 
own sons. The Holy Infant bringing salvation to all was a menace to a tyrant pathetically 
clinging to his self-importance. 

During the Christmas season, some 100,000 Russian troops have been positioned on three sides 
of Ukraine: a nascent democracy, a country on a pilgrimage to freedom and dignity from the fear of a 
totalitarian past in which 15 million people were killed on Ukrainian territory. 

Today, the world watches and wonders: Are religious liberty, a free press, a robust public debate, and 
accountable government in a sovereign state to be punished through the escalation of an invasion that began 
in 2014? Is the Ukrainian people’s exercise of their God-given dignity a threat to a modern Herod’s thirst for 
power and hegemony? 

This is a question of life and death, as nostalgia for an empire lost has led to senseless slaughter and 
immense suffering throughout Ukraine. 
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God-given human dignity and freedom threaten rulers who seek to dominate others, build empires, 
enslave, and colonize. Those with the audacity to resist, who dare to move from the fear of totalitarianism to 
freedom and dignity are mercilessly punished. 

“A voice was heard in Ramah, sobbing and loud lamentation; Rachel weeping for her children, and 
she would not be consoled, since they were no more.” (Mt 2,18) After eight years of war initiated by Russia, 
Ukraine has lost a substantial part of its territory.14,000 people, including children, have been killed, 1.5 
million have been internally displaced, several hundred thousand agonize near the frontline, and millions 
suffer from post-traumatic stress. There are 400,000 traumatized Ukrainian veterans of the Russian war and 
thousands who have lost their loved-ones. 

How long will this continue? How many more shattered families, destitute widows and orphans, 
grieving parents and grandparents? How many more destroyed churches, mosques, and synagogues, schools 
and hospitals, roads and bridges, homes and apartment buildings, factories and airports? How many more 
homeless, jobless, and impoverished millions forced to flee their country? How much more mindless, 
devastating pillaging by foreign-controlled organized crime? How many more devious, paralyzing 
international cyberattacks? How much more torment of freedom loving citizens and torture of prisoners 
seized by terrorists? When will this stop?! 

Since February 2014, when more than 100 peaceful protestors were killed in cold blood in the heart 
of Kyiv, Ukraine’s capital, to quash demands for dignity, Ukrainian society has lived under a cloud of 
mourning and grief. Every city and town, and hundreds of villages, have fresh graves—sons and sisters, 
husbands and daughters, fathers, and grandfathers who gave their lives for what God promises to every 
human being: freedom and dignity. 

The war in Ukraine is real. It kills, maims, and destroys daily. An escalated Russian invasion will 
generate additional millions of refugees, more dead and injured, more tears and pain. Still, the people of 
Ukraine courageously endure. As they stand with a gun to their head, they ask for our solidarity. 

What can we do? 
Pray. Pray for peace and justice in Ukraine. God is the Lord of history and the Lover of Humankind. 

His grace changes the most hardened hearts. Ukraine was brutally invaded, its territory annexed, the society 
traumatized. May God convert the promoters of violence. May God protect Ukraine and its people from 
further harm. 

Be informed. Know the facts and fight falsehood in a post-truth public debate being warped by 
Russian disinformation.  Inform others. The world cannot look away; you should not look away. Seek and 
share the truth, which gives authentic freedom and wisdom. 

Support. There is a huge humanitarian crisis in Ukraine. People near the frontline often lack the 
basics—clean water, food, clothes, medicine. Heal the wounds. Help the victims of this senseless 
invasion. Donations can be sent to: https://ukrarcheparchy.us/donate. 

May God’s gift of human dignity and freedom be honoured and protected in Ukraine and 
throughout the world! 

Give ear to my prayer, O God; 
And hide not thyself from my supplication… 
I am distraught by the noise of the enemy, 
Because of the oppression of the wicked… 
But I will trust in thee. (Ps. 55, 1,2-3; 23) 
  
+Borys Gudziak 
Archbishop of Philadelphia, Metropolitan of Ukrainian Catholics in the United States 
Head of the Department of External Church Relations, Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church 
+Paul Chomnycky, OSBM 
Eparch of Stamford 
+Benedict Aleksiychuk 
Eparch of St. Nicholas in Chicago 
+ Bohdan J. Danylo 
Eparch of St. Josaphat in Parma 
+Andriy Rabiy 
Auxiliary Bishop of Philadelphia 

https://ukrarcheparchy.us/donate
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A call to take part in a “Marathon of Prayer” 
for peace in Ukraine 

 
“For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” (Mt. 189:20) 
 
For the past eight years, since the invasion of parts of the Luhansk and Donetsk regions, and the 

annexation of the Crimean Peninsula by the Russian Federation, Ukraine has lived under constant 
threat. The hybrid war fomented on Ukraine by Russia continues unabated until this day. 

Since that time, the Ukrainian people, in Ukraine and throughout the world, have responded to this 
unprovoked aggression with undaunted determination.  They have countered the Russian disinformation 
campaign with objective truth, they have morally and financially supported the Ukrainian military and 
especially the wounded soldiers and citizens displaced by the conflict, and, most importantly, they have 
prayed to God for peace and an end to the conflict. 

As you are aware, the tensions along Ukraine’s eastern border have recently intensified to the point 
that a full-scale invasion of Ukraine by Russia has become a distinct possibility. 

Shaken by the threat of actual armed conflict on the European continent, the Holy Father, Pope 
Francis, addressed the situation in Ukraine in remarks to the faithful gathered in St. Peter’s Square on 
Sunday, January 23: “I make a heartfelt appeal to all people of good will to raise prayers to Almighty God 
that all political actions and initiatives may be at the service of human brotherhood rather than partisan 
interests.”  The Holy Father then proposed that Wednesday, January 26 be proclaimed a day of prayer for 
peace in Ukraine in the universal Catholic Church.  We wish to sincerely thank Pope Francis for this gesture 
of solidarity and his paternal love and care for the people of Ukraine. 

Our desire as your bishops is that all our parishes and faithful take up this appeal to prayer of the 
Holy Father.  In our parish communities, wherever possible, we ask that the parish faithful be gathered on 
Wednesday, January 26 for prayer vigils, divine liturgies, molebens or akathists.  We also encourage that our 
families and individual faithful respond to this appeal with their own private devotions, prayer and fasting 
on that day.  Let an avalanche of prayer from every corner of the world ascend to heaven so that the Lord 
would make an end to the threat of war, death and destruction in Ukraine and everywhere in the world. 

We also encourage our faithful to take part in a “Marathon of Prayer” for peace in Ukraine initiated 
by the Head and Father of our Church, His Beatitude, Patriarch Sviatoslav. It will take place on Wednesday, 
January 26 for twelve consecutive hours from 9:00 am to 9:00 (Kyiv time); 2:00 am to 2:00 pm (EST); 1:00 
am to 1:00 pm (CST); 12:00 am to 12:00 pm (MST); and 11:00 pm to 11:00 am (PST) and can be accessed 
on the internet at zhyve.tv 

With confidence and faith let us lift our hearts to the Lord who saves, as we pray with the Psalmist: 
“The righteous cry out, and the Lord hears and rescues them from all their troubles.” (Ps. 34:17) 

 
+Borys Gudziak 
Archbishop of Philadelphia, Metropolitan of Ukrainian Catholics in the United States 
 
+Paul Chomnycky, OSBM 
Eparch of Stamford 
 
+Benedict Aleksiychuk 
Eparch of St. Nicholas in Chicago 
 
+ Bohdan J. Danylo 
Eparch of St. Josaphat in Parma 
 
+Andriy Rabiy 
Auxiliary Bishop of Philadelphia 

 
 

http://zhyve.tv/
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Christians across the world join  
in prayer for Ukraine 

Answering Pope Francis’ appeal for Christians to mark Wednesday as a special day of prayer for 
peace in Ukraine, the World Council of Churches joins in pleading for dialogue instead of threats. 

 
By Lisa Zengarini 
As the threat of Russian troops invading Ukraine continues to rise, Catholics around the world are 

joining in prayer for peace in the Eastern European country on Wednesday. The special day of prayer was 
called for by Pope Francis in his Angelus address on 23 January. 

Prayer marathon in the Greek Catholic Church 
Heeding the Pope's appeal, the Major Archbishop of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, 

Sviatoslav Shevchuk, is leading a prayer marathon in which every Greek Catholic archeparchy and eparchy 
across the world is taking part. 

The live-streamed prayer marathon began at 9 AM Kyiv time, and will last 12 hours, covering all the 
Ukrainian Catholic Dioceses throughout the globe - from Ukraine to Australia, South America, North 
America, Western Europe, Central Europe, and as far away as Kazakhstan. 

Appeals from the US and Canada 
The Ukrainian Catholic bishops in countries of the diaspora have also called for financial support to 

help those affected by Ukraine’s ongoing humanitarian crisis. 
“People near the front line often lack the basics — clean water, food, clothes, medicine,” said 

a statement released on 22 January by the Greek Catholic Bishops in the United States. “The war in Ukraine 
is real. It kills, maims and destroys daily. An escalated Russian invasion will generate additional millions of 
refugees, more dead and injured, more tears and pain”, the bishops added, also asking the faithful to be 
informed and inform others of the situation in the country. 

"The world cannot look away; you should not look away. Seek and share the truth, which gives 
authentic freedom and wisdom,” they said. A similar call was made on Sunday by the Greek Catholic 
Bishops in Canada, home to a sizable Ukrainian community. 

UK Catholics encouraged to pray for peace in Ukraine 
In England, Bishop Kenneth Nowakowski, of the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of the Holy Family of 

London, has emphasized the importance of prayer in the present crisis. Speaking through the media office of 
the Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales (CBCEW), he invited all people of goodwill to join in a 
prayer service to be held Wednesday in the Cathedral of the Holy Family. 

“We can pray along with the Ukrainian people and people of goodwill throughout the world for 
peace because it will not only be Ukrainians or Ukrainian citizens who will suffer, it will also be Russian 
citizens whose fathers, brothers, husbands will be involved in the fighting and will also be suffering,” he 
said. 

Bishop Nowakowski further called on Catholics, Christians, and all UK citizens, as well as the 
Ukrainian community in Britain, to unite in supporting peace. “Let’s understand that we have a common 
home; that more unites us than divides us,” the bishop said. 

Catholics in Russia and Belarus joining 
Also joining in the special day of prayer  are Catholics in Russia and Belarus, with special Masses, 

recitations of the Rosary and Eucharistic adoration. “In these difficult moments we should intensify our 
prayers for the conversion of the hearts to the good of peace and dialogue”, said Archbishop Paolo Pezzi of 
the Archdiocese of the Mother of God of Moscow. 

http://news.ugcc.ua/en/news/prayer_for_peace_is_stronger_than_any_weapon__head_of_the_ugcc_calls_on_people_to_join_world_prayer_for_peace_in_ukraine_95468.html
http://news.ugcc.ua/en/articles/an_appeal_of_the_ukrainian_catholic_bishops_of_the_united_statespray_for_peace_and_justice_for_ukraine_be_informed_support_the_suffering_95456.html
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/ukrainian-bishop-encourages-uk-catholics-to-pray-for-peace-in-ukraine/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/ukrainian-bishop-encourages-uk-catholics-to-pray-for-peace-in-ukraine/
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WCC appeals for de-escalation 
The World Council of Churches (WCC)  too is calling for a peaceful solution to the crisis. 
“As we follow the news of the mad progression towards war, we plead for a different logic than one 

based on geopolitical competition,” said Rev. Ioan Sauca, Acting General Secretary of WCC in a statement. 
“We pray for a change of hearts and minds, for de-escalation, and for dialogue instead of threats.” 

"God’s people – and members of the ecumenical fellowship – find themselves on both sides of the 
current confrontation,” added Rev. Sauca. “But our God is a God of peace, not of war and bloodshed. 
Though the things that make for peace may be hidden from the eyes of those driving the march to war, we 
pray that they may yet be opened and that peace may yet prevail.” 

 
The Archeparchy of Philadelphia wholeheartedly responded to the call for 

prayer 
 

Parishioners from St. Michael Church in Jenkintown joined the prayer marathon. The prayer began 
with a speech by Metropolitan Borys Gudziak, who emphasized: “No enemy and adversary,” said the 
Metropolitan of Philadelphia, “will overcome the living God who is in our hearts, who inhabits the Holy 
Spirit in our souls. And the Holy Spirit groans and begs the Father and the Son to protect their faithful 
children in Ukraine, their beloved sons and daughters." 

 
No enemy or adversary will overcome living God who is in our hearts, - 

Bishop Borys Gudziak 
We saw the miracle of Ukraine's independence, the miracle of our Church's freedom, the 

development of our democracy. Let us pray and be sure that the Lord will stay true to His promises, said 
bishop Borys Gudziak during the all-day prayer vigil of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, which is 
broadcast by Zhyve TV from 9:00 am to 9 pm. 

 

 
 

UGCC Archeparchy of Philadelphia joined world prayer for peace in Ukraine. 
“Deceptive darkness envelops Ukraine… But virtually, Ukraine is enveloped by the warmth of a 

prayer of the whole world today”, the Bishop said. 
“Dawn is coming. Christ was born at night. At night, our Christ was praying to the Father in the 

Garden of Gethsemane and sweated blood before facing His passions. But dawn is coming and there is a day 
in Ukraine. In America all who pray together for peace and justice, for freedom and dignity unite with 
Ukraine in prayer”, said Bishop Borys. 

“Tonight God is with us, and we live together in God in peace and hope. Let peace of prayer be with 
all of us”, Bishop Borys wished. 

The UGCC Department for Information 
*** *** *** 

https://www.oikoumene.org/news/wcc-urgently-appeals-for-peace-for-the-people-of-ukraine


 6 

 
 

Prayer marathon for peace in Ukraine in Washington  
On January 26th, at the Holy Family Parish in Washington, DC, took part in the prayer marathon for 

Peace and Prevention of War in Ukraine. This prayer was held in accordance with the call of Pope Francis 
who declared January 26th the Day of Prayer and Fast for Ukraine. 

Among the faithful who were present at the prayer was Ambassador of Ukraine to the United States - 
Oksana Markarova, who on her Facebook page thanked Rev. Peter Galadzа and Rev. Robert Hitchens for 
praying together. 

*** *** *** 
With the blessing of Metropolitan-Archbishop Borys Gudziak, our Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchial 

Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Philadelphia held a prayer for our brothers and sisters in 
Ukraine. Prayer continued for 12 hours on Wednesday, January 26th, from 8:00 am until 8:00 pm. The 
broadcast of the Moleben to the Mother of God is available at this link: https://fb.watch/aNDL7GQeCV/ 

 
*** *** *** 

Parishes that joined the prayer (the list is being updated) 
 

• Saint Josaphat Church, Trenton, NJ  
• Patronage of the Mother of God Church, McAdoo, PA  
• Saint John the Baptist Church, North Hampton, PA 
• Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception (Byzantine-Rite Chapel)  
• St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church in Wilmington, Delaware 
• Saint Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church in Great Meadows NJ 

*** *** *** 
 

 
Archbishop Borys jointed the Prayer marathon from London 

 
 
 

*** *** *** 
Seek Peace in Ukraine, Says U.S. Bishops’ Chairman for International 

Justice and Peace 
WASHINGTON - Tensions are mounting as the United States and its NATO allies consider how 

best to respond to the massive build-up of Russian military forces and equipment on the border of Ukraine. 
In the face of these increased tensions, Bishop David J. Malloy of Rockford, chairman of the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Committee on International Justice and Peace issued the following 
statement: 

https://fb.watch/aNDL7GQeCV/
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“With the alarming situation in Ukraine, we appeal to all leaders to respect the territorial integrity 
and political independence of Ukraine and to engage in constructive dialogue to peacefully resolve this 
conflict that impacts the lives and livelihoods of 43 million Ukrainians.  

“In remarks following his January 23 Angelus, Pope Francis asked that January 26 be a day of prayer 
for Ukraine given the growing concerns over the situation in that country and in Europe in general, saying, ‘I 
make a heartfelt appeal to all people of good will to raise prayers to Almighty God that all political actions 
and initiatives may be at the service of human brotherhood...’ Earlier, the Holy Father had expressed 
concerns about Ukraine and the hope ‘that the tensions it is experiencing may be resolved through serious 
international dialogue and not with weapons.’ 

“Let us join with the Holy Father who, in his 2022 address to the diplomatic corps, said, ‘Reciprocal 
trust and readiness to engage in calm discussion should inspire all parties at stake, so that acceptable and 
lasting solutions can be found in Ukraine…’ 

“The Catholic bishops of Ukraine and Poland issued an appeal on January 24 that leaders refrain 
from war and ‘withdraw ultimatums immediately.’ They called on ‘the international community to join 
efforts in solidarity and actively support those under threat in all possible ways.’ 

“In this time of fear and uncertainty, we stand in solidarity with the Church in Ukraine and offer our 
support. We call on all the faithful and people of good will to pray for the people of Ukraine, especially on 
January 26, that they may know the blessings of peace.”    

 
*** *** *** 

Archbishop says Russia fears Ukrainian democracy 

 
By John Lavenburg 
 
NEW YORK – At the same time U.S. diplomats flee Ukraine amid the looming threat of a Russian 

invasion, Archbishop Borys Gudziak plans to follow through on a pre-planned trip and touch down in the 
Eastern European nation by week’s end. 

“As the diplomats are fleeing Ukraine somebody has to come swim against that current and say at 
this difficult time we stand with you not only from afar but in your midst,” said Gudziak, head of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia adding that Ukrainians “at this time of great pressure can 
use some solidarity.” 

The archbishop heads overseas with the 100,000-plus Russian soldiers amassed at Ukraine’s border 
poised to invade in the near future. President Joe Biden met with North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) countries on Monday, Jan. 24, as each nation mulls how best to respond to Russia and its President 
Vladimir Putin, who has given no indication of turning back. 

Earlier in the day, Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin placed 8,500 U.S. troops on “heightened 
preparedness to deploy” at Biden’s direction. The U.S. has also sent multiple consignments of weapons to 
Ukraine in recent days as part of $200 million of defensive aid. The European Union plans to help Ukraine 
with a 1.2 billion euro – $1.36 billion – financial aid package. 

Speaking with Crux, Gudziak stressed the need for democratic countries to come to Ukraine’s 
defense if Russia invades, or else the consequences could be far reaching. 

“It’s very important for the U.S. and other free countries, democratic countries, to realize that 
Ukraine today is defending our democracy here in the U.S. and Europe,” Gudziak said. “The cost that will 
fall upon us and the danger that demands toward us by a Russian occupation of Ukraine and the demise of 
democracy in Ukraine is almost incalculable and who knows what could happen further on.” 

Gudziak highlighted the fact that stopping the spread of democracy is at the heart of Russia’s 
purpose at the Ukrainian border. The archbishop noted that in recent years Ukraine’s democracy has begun 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/angelus/2022/documents/20220123-angelus.html


 8 

to flourish, and therefore Russian President Vladimir Putin and the “kleptocracy that runs Russia” fear that 
Ukraine’s improving democratic way of life could spread across the border. 

“That the virus of freedom and human dignity for all could spread and undermine the position of 
authoritarian rulers,” Gudziak said. “It is a desire to block the spread of ideas and ideals of freedom and 
dignity and what better way to keep them from coming to Russia than to try to obliterate them next door and 
create in Ukraine another zone with authoritarian rule that keeps democratic freedoms outside of the Russian 
Federation.” 

The original purpose of Gudziak’s trip to Ukraine was for a Ukrainian Catholic University board 
meeting and a priest’s ordination. Gudziak is president of the university located in Lviv, Ukraine. 

If Russia were to invade, Gudziak described the bleak circumstances that would unfold for the poor 
and religious in Ukraine. The archbishop highlighted what has happened since 2014 when Russia invaded 
and annexed Ukraine’s southern Crimean Peninsula, and backed separatists who overtook large portions of 
Donetsk and Luhansk regions in the eastern part of the country. 

The move by Russia was a response to Ukrainian citizens ousting pro-Russian President Viktor 
Yanukovych. In the eight years since, the United Nations estimates around 1.5 million people have been 
displaced and an estimated 14,000 have died, many of whom are civilians. Gudziak also cites that Ukrainian 
Catholic and Orthodox communities in Crimea and Donbas are being “strangled.” 

Gudziak said these are all crises that would be exacerbated if Russia were to invade. 
“The partial occupation of two regions [Donetsk and Luhansk] has spawned two million refugees,” 

Gudziak said. “Now, if you extrapolate that and say 10 regions are occupied, is it possible that you could 
have 10 million refugees moving west fleeing from the Russian invasion? What does that do to the stability 
of Europe? This is not just a Ukrainian issue.” 

Over the weekend, Gudziak signed a statement alongside the other Ukrainian Catholic Bishops of 
the United States questioning “when will this stop?!” referring to the now eight years of war initiated by 
Russia. 

“Still, the people of Ukraine courageously endure,” the prelates wrote. “As they stand with a gun to 
their head, they ask for our solidarity.” 

They also highlighted three things people can do to help – pray, be informed and support. 
Gudziak explained to Crux that it’s important to stay informed in order to see through 

disinformation disseminated by Russia. And donating is important to help minimize the impact of a potential 
long lasting humanitarian crisis. 

Praying, though, he said is most important. 
“God is the Lord of history and we’ve seen miracles happen,” Gudziak said. “Ukraine became free 

along with 14 other countries that were liberated as the Soviet Union collapsed and nobody predicted that. 
Prayer is the way that Jesus fostered his communion with the father and when we foster our communion 
with God great things happen.” 

 
 

Catholic School Week 
Since 1974, National Catholic Schools Week is the annual celebration of Catholic education in the 

United States. It starts the last Sunday in January and runs all week, which in 2022 is January 30 – February 
5. The theme for National Catholic Schools Week 2022 is “Catholic Schools: Faith. Excellence. Service.” 
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Archeparchy News 

 
A Divine Liturgy for the sanctity of all human life was celebrated in the Ukrainian Catholic National 

Shrine, Washington, DC 
 
Washington, DC – As thousands of pilgrims converged upon the Nation’s Capital on Friday, 

January 21, to manifest opposition to Abortion in the United States, a Divine Liturgy for the sanctity of all 
human life was celebrated in the Ukrainian Catholic National Shrine of the Holy Family at 10:30 a.m.  With 
the current Covid-19 virus tamping down a usually robust attendance, some 30 faithful composed of 
parishioners and a group of students from Hillsdale College in Michigan attended the Liturgy. 

The Liturgy was celebrated by Fr. Robert Hitchens and Fr. Andrii Chornopyskyi.  Fr. Peter Galadza 
(visiting professor at Catholic University), Olenka Galadza, and Yaromyr Oryshkevych cantored the 
Liturgy. 

Fr. Hitchens in his homily reflected upon the journey of human life that begins with the first spark of 
life at conception until its natural end of earthly existence with a final breath.  From those earliest moments, 
God, the Father of Life, has blessed a new son or daughter with an unimaginable abundance of grace to live 
extraordinarily in His eyes without fear and with hope sustained and supported by the Holy Spirit. Thus, 
knowing the Good News of Jesus, we are called to promote an authentic culture of life imbued with love and 
mercy for all.  He also stressed that every human life is sacred and deserves respect, honor, dignity, and 
freedom, especially the people of Ukraine, who are in distress, with the uncertainty of probable foreign 
aggression. 

Photo: Ivanna Chornopyska 
Text: Fr. Robert Hitchens 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 10 

Parish News 
Assumption of The Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian Church of Bayonne held a 

Memorial Service for Fallen Fighters 
 

On Sunday, January 23, 2022, Panakhyda services were conducted after the morning liturgy by Rev. 
Wasyl Putera. It was the wish of the parishioners to remember those who fought bravely for Ukraine’s 
Freedom and Sovereignty during the historical events: Act of Independence-January 22, 1918, Act of Unity-
January 22 1919, and Battle of Kruty-January 29, 1918. 

Rev. Putera addressed those present by retelling the events of the Battle of Kruty. He described how 
young people, like Spartan soldiers, died for the sake of their motherland in a struggle against Russian 
aggressors. Their heroic effort was an example of their sacrifice and selfless love for their native land. Now 
a century later, Ukraine again must stand up against Russian invasion. But with international help, God’s 
blessing and Protection of the Mother of God, we hope that the past bloody conflicts will not be repeated. 

The Rosary members stood as an Honor Guard during the Panakhyda service, namely, Teresa 
Blazejowsky and Lesia Kozak held burning candles, Nina Dyachuk held a wooden and steel plaque of St. 
Michael the Archangel affixed to a Tryzub, and Luba Berezny held an engraved wooden cross.  

The service was concluded with the singing of the Spiritual Anthem of Ukraine, “Prayer for 
Ukraine” or ‘Lord, oh the Great and Almighty.” 

 
*** *** *** 

 
Pilgrimage with a Cross of Gratitude continues 

 
We are highly honored with the cross coming to St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church at 800 West 

Lea Blvd., Wilmington, DE 19802, which will be open for veneration on the following days and hours: 
 

Thursday, January 27th - 10:00am to 12 noon and 4:00pm to 6:00pm; 
Friday, January 28th - 10:00am to 12 noon and 4:00pm to 6:00pm; 
Saturday, January 29th – 10:00am to 2:00 pm 
Sunday, January 30th - 12 noon to 4:00 pm. 
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Church News 
Pope's Communications Day message:  

'Listening is essential for dialogue' 
 
In his Message for the World Day of Social Communications, Pope Francis says listening is an 

indispensable first step in human communication, and a dimension of love. 
 
By Christopher Wells 
After focusing last year on seeing reality and conveying it to 

others, Pope Francis in his 2022 Message for the World Communications 
Day emphasized the quality of listening, which he said “is decisive in the 
grammar of communication and is a condition for genuine dialogue.” 

The Pope noted that people are quickly losing the ability to listen 
to one another, while at the same time listening is undergoing new 
developments, especially due to new forms of communicating. These trends demonstrate that “listening is 
still essential in human communication.” 

Listening with the heart 
The title of this year’s message, “Listening with the ear of the heart,” invites us to reflect that 

listening involves more than simply the sense of hearing. True listening is a foundation of genuine 
relationships, and is foundational to the relationship between God and humanity. 

The Pope, quoting St Paul, noted that “faith comes through hearing.” In fact, he remarked, “listening 
corresponds to the humble style of God,” who reveals Himself by speaking, and by listening to men and 
women recognizes them as His partners in dialogue. 

Human beings are called in turn to “tune in, to be willing to listen,” as God calls them to a covenant 
of love. Fundamentally, the Pope said, “listening is a dimension of love.” 

A condition of good communication 
In many relationships, however, true communication is lacking, as dialogues end up as competing 

monologues, where the two sides refuse to listen to one another. This is evident nowadays even in public 
life, the Pope said, where people often end up “talking past” one another. 

Pope Francis insisted, however, that “listening is the first indispensable ingredient of dialogue and 
good communication.” 

Without listening, he said, there is no good journalism; journalists need to listen to many voices in 
order to ensure the “reliability and seriousness” of the information they transmit. 

Listening, he continued, allows people to exercise the art of discernment, the ability “to orient 
ourselves in a symphony of voices.” 

Listening in the Church 
There is also “a great need to listen to and hear one another” in the Church, the Pope said, adding, 

“Freely giving of our own time to listen to people is the first act of charity.” 
He pointed to the ongoing synodal process, asking for prayers “that it will be a great opportunity to 

listen to one another.” 
Comparing communion in the Church to a choir, the Pope said “unity does not require uniformity, 

monotony, but the plurality and variety of voices, polyphony.” 
He continued, “At the same time, each voice in the choir sings while listening to the other voices, 

and in relation to the harmony of the whole.” 
The Holy Father concluded, “With the awareness that we participate in a communion that precedes 

and includes us, we can rediscover a symphonic Church, in which each person is able to sing with his or her 
own voice, welcoming the voices of others as a gift to manifest the harmony of the whole that the Holy 
Spirit composes.” 

 
 

 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/events/event.dir.html/content/vaticanevents/en/2022/1/24/messaggio-comunicazioni-sociali.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/events/event.dir.html/content/vaticanevents/en/2022/1/24/messaggio-comunicazioni-sociali.html
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Ukraine Nunzio: the Pope's closeness heartens the soul 
 
Pope Francis has proposed this Wednesday, 26 January, as a day of prayer for peace for Ukraine, and 

has expressed his concern over the increasing tensions that threaten peace and security in Ukraine and in the 
rest of Europe. In an interview with Vatican News, Archbishop Visvaldas Kulbokas, the Apostolic Nuncio 
to Ukraine, speaks of the crisis in the country, over which the spectre of conflict is hovering. 

 
Svitlana Duckhovych - Vatican City 
These are the hours of diplomacy, which seek to defuse 

conflict between Ukraine and Russia through negotiation. The West 
and Russia are trying to mediate a crisis that has now lasted for years, 
from the "low-intensity" conflict, as analysts define it; to the current 
winds of war, for the Ukrainian population. The Apostolic Nuncio to 
the country, Archbishop Visvaldas Kulbokas, speaking to Vatican 
News, says people are comforted by the closeness shown once again 
by Pope Francis last Sunday at the Angelus. 

How has the Pope's appeal been received in Ukraine? 
Here in Ukraine, Pope Francis is one of the religious personalities most respected by the local 

population, so this appeal by the Pope after last Sunday's Angelus prayer was immediately received as very 
important news, which lifts the heart, expresses closeness and solidarity, and during times of difficulty like 
these in Ukraine, knowing that you are not alone and forgotten is already a great help. 

How is the current situation being perceived among the population? 
In this period of my mission as nuncio, there is the war that has been going on for eight years in the 

eastern regions of the country, and it has certainly created many problems. There are those who have lost 
their loved ones, and I have also personally met several people who have been hard hit - there are those who 
have lost their health, their homes, their jobs - but all this has made Ukrainians stronger in the face of 
difficulties. 

The risk of a possible worsening of the conflict is experienced with more courage. There is concern, 
but at the same time, I have noticed a lot of love for the homeland and also a great decision to do one's part 
if there are difficulties. As many people know, there are native Ukrainians here, and there are regions with a 
predominance of Russians, or others where there is a significant presence of Polish, but this month I have 
been able to appreciate the love on everyone's part. I am not saying that there are no difficulties, but in 
general the conflict seems to have increased cohesion throughout the country. 

How is the local Church experiencing this situation? 
I am answering mainly with reference to the Catholics in Ukraine, but there are also the Orthodox 

Churches and other Churches. As we know, in the Greek Catholic Churches and also in the Latin Rite 
Catholic Churches since 2014, the year the conflict began, during all the Eucharistic celebrations and also in 
other moments of prayer, there is always a moment of prayer for peace. In these last few weeks, the prayer 
for peace is even more present, stronger, and it will be especially so on Wednesday, 26 January, at the 
invitation of Pope Francis and in union with him and all men of goodwill. 

What is the importance of prayer for the Ukrainian people at this time? 
I have asked myself this question many times and my conclusion is that we must consider above all 

our vocation as believers in Christ and our vocation as human beings. As we have seen, even Pope Francis 
in last Sunday's appeal stressed that we are not worthy to call ourselves men and women if we do not 
consider others as our brothers and sisters. The prophet Isaiah said: God will not hear your prayer unless you 
are converted, unless you live justice, unless you live mercy. Therefore, this prayer that we live, we live it 
for peace; but the meaning of this prayer is above all that we convert ourselves, to live fidelity to God and to 
live brotherhood and mercy towards all, with humility, with courage, with creativity, to say to the Lord: I 
now entrust everything into your hands. 
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Spirituality 
Sunday of Zacchaeus 

“Zacchaeus, come down quickly, for today I must stay at your house.”(Luke 19:5)  Today 
salvation has come to this house because this man too is a descendant of Abraham.” (19:9)  

Jesus is passing through the town of Jericho and there is a crowd of 
people gathering to catch sight of the Lord passing by. Zacchaeus is one 
such person who had heard of Jesus’ talks (sermons) and miraculous deeds. 
However, Zaccheus has a disadvantage, an impediment: he is of small 
stature. So what does Zaccheus do? He climbs up a sycamore tree and this 
way he’d be able to catch a glimpse of the Lord passing by. This does not 
go unnoticed. Our Lord sees Zaccheus and says:  “Zacchaeus, come down 
quickly, for today I must stay at your house.” 

A reaction from the crowd follows. They had begun to grumble, saying, “He has gone to stay at the 
house of a sinner.” Zaccheus was a tax collector who worked for the Roman government. And thus 
Zaccheus was not well-liked and looked down upon. Besides that, the crowd is judgmental over the Lord’s 
decision to become a guest at a sinner’s home, namely Zaccheus. 

Nonetheless, Zaccheus holds his ground, defending his integrity: “Behold, half of my possessions, 
Lord, I shall give to the poor, and if I have extorted anything from anyone I shall repay it four times over.” 
(19:8) Repayment or restitution fourfold is indeed a great amount. For according to today’s Catholic moral 
teaching, restitution or repayment is to be made as close to the value or worth of what was wrongfully taken. 

There is a simplicity and honesty in the dialogue between Zaccheus and Our Lord. Zaccheus was not 
hard-hearted, but rather had an openness of heart by which God finds a path to enter. Yes, He can even enter 
the heart of any and every sinner, no matter how great a sinner he or she is. To Zaccheus, Jesus had become 
the source of true joy and happiness here on earth, but more importantly for all eternity. 

Our Lord then addresses Zaccheus with these words:  “Today salvation has come to this house 
because this man too is a descendant of Abraham.” (19:9) The repentance of the sinner and his conversion or 
change of heart is his salvation. The Lord then holds up Zaccheus as an example of what a true or sincere 
son of Abraham is to be. 

The Lord then addresses words on his own defense and as a correction to the judgmental attitude of 
the others who objected to his visit: For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save what was 
lost.” (19:10) 

May we have the ardent and persistent desire to encounter the Lord. And when an obstacle comes 
our way, may we have the ingenuity of Zaccheus. And when others are overly judgmental and question our 
honesty and sincerity, may we have the fortitude, the courage to stand our ground, to even stand out from the 
crowd. May we seek more to please the Lord God than to seek merely the favor of men. Let’s remember, the 
God Who knows and sees all will not let such go unnoticed and will be remembered on the day of Just 
Judgment at the Lord’s Second and Glorious Coming. 

Fr George Worshchak 
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Announcements
 

 
 

 
 
The Good Samaritan pantry of the Philadelphia Archeparchy is collecting gloves, mittens, hats, 

scarfs, and blankets for the homeless people. Please bring clean items to the Pantry or leave them at the 
cathedral of the Immaculate Conception. 

 
The Pantry is open Monday thru Friday from 9:30 to 3:30PM. Distribution is on Tuesday from 

10AM to 12PM. 
Address: 
827 N. Franklin Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19123 
For details please call Sister Theodora Kopyn (215) 429-0560 
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Volunteers Are Needed! 
Our Good Samaritan Pantry needs volunteers. You can contact the Pantry by phone 
number (215) 429-0560 or by email goodsamaritan@ukrcap.org 
You can also find more information by visiting Good Samaritan Food Pantry Facebook 
Page 
 
 

 

 

  

 

Congratulations  
 

Happy Birthday! 
 

• January 27 - Rev. Andrii Chornopysky 
• January 28 - Rev. Deacon Theodor Spotts 
• February 1 - Rev. Roman Pitula 
• February 3 - Rev. Evhen Moniuk 

 
 

  

 

 
 

Thanks for your faithfulness! 
 

Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia | 
http://ukrarcheparchy.us 
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