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Gift, challenge and charge: on Ukraine’s 30th anniversary
By Borys Gudziak
The following is the first instalment of a new column for The Weekly written by Borys
Gudziak, the metropolitan-archbishop of the Philadelphia Archeparchy of the Ukrainian
Greek-Catholic Church and the president of the Ukrainian Catholic University.
At the end of a century of death, deportations and displacements, the Lord gave
Ukrainians and the world the gift of Ukraine’s independence. For anybody who felt the
pain personally or followed the saga in solidarity, it was a miracle.
To the last moment, great global authorities – powerful presidents, erudite experts,
confident analysts, even pious prelates – did not see it coming. Some did what they
could to keep it from happening. “Better the Soviet Union than chaos,” some said. Those
old enough to remember well know who they were. The Iron Curtain, the stockade of
nuclear silos, the cloud of propaganda and conventional policy assessments made it
seem that the Soviet Union as a prison of nations, peoples and persons was invincible.
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What a day it was! For the world, for us and for me personally. In the heat of the
summer, after six years of intense study and research, I was sweltering, drafting a
doctoral dissertation on Ukrainian Church history. After months caged in my apartment
in Cambridge, Mass., I had just delivered by bike a 100-page second chapter to Prof.
Omeljan Pritsak in Wellesley, 13 miles away, and was about to begin the third chapter.
For me, the summer of 1991 was marked by solitude, struggle and sweat. Everyone else
was on vacation.
Everyone included Mikhail Gorbachev, most of the world’s presidents, prime ministers,
parliamentarians, generals and journalists. Perfect conditions for a coup, a reactionary
putsch to push back the tide of liberty nascently flowing into the Soviet republics with
perestroika and freshly granted religious freedom, of sorts.
The initial reports from the USSR produced global anxiety. Several days of uncertainty
and trepidation followed. Then, a newsflash – Ukraine declared independence! The
jubilant images of Vyacheslav Chornovil leading the deputies, carrying a giant
Ukrainian flag into the Verkhovna Rada, the Ukrainian parliament. “Ще не вмерла
Україна” (Ukraine has not yet perished) was the understatement of the day: it had just
been born.
The Soviet Union was collapsing, without bloodshed, without war, like the moral house
of cards that it was – built on lies, violence and perfidy. A miracle!
I raced out of my apartment on Massachusetts Avenue for a jubilant jog along the
Charles River. The sun was bright, the wind was at my back. Ukraine is free! I will finish
and go do my part, I thought.
The moment was a gift. Indeed, a flash of divine grace and yet part and fruit of an
arduous process. The oblation of millions over decades and centuries. Just in the 20th
century, there were 15 million victims of various occupiers and warring factions.
Among the countless casualties of the lust for domination there were my ancestors and
family members who fought for freedom.
So many had given so much. I remember the stories of my grandfather Mykhailo
Shypula. He fought in the Ukrainian Galician Army at the end of World War I. His
daughter, my aunt Iryna, perished in the ranks of the Ukrainian Insurgent Army at the
end of World War II. Selfless service, ultimate sacrifice and lasting pain. It is a story
shared by many of our families – families from a place that did not exist. An identity
negated, denied. Lifetimes of futile justifications, explanations of who you are, to little
avail.
On August 24, 30 years ago, freedom finally came, and a people’s dignity was
acknowledged.
The dream of many generations was finally given to ours. Did we deserve it more than
they did?
In any case, the treasure has been entrusted to us.
Thirty years later independence is hardly secure, and freedom is not yet full. With
reason, some say that true sovereignty and independence for Ukraine is not really 30
years old.
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Then, it had been a partial-birth, completed only on the Euro-Maidan in 2014 through
the immolation of the Heavenly Hundred and now consolidated by the war against the
perennial invader. The quest for dignity is now clearly ours. No one can fashion it for us
or replace us in the task. A new awareness has come: freedom is inseparable from
responsibility. It is God’s mandate to us.
The challenge and charge to defend freedom continue, and defending it is a
responsibility. Each precise moment, each personal sacrifice for the other, each death at
the Ukrainian-Russian frontline, each step back from personal interest toward a
common good is a sacrament, a contribution in a people’s pilgrimage from fear to
dignity, God-given dignity.
Ukraine’s independence has a national and ethnic dimension. At the same time, the
freedom of Ukraine is a global human triumph, one of biblical connotation. It is an
exodus from the land of pharaohs to the promised land of milk and honey. It is a
passage, not yet complete, from death to life. As long as our responsibility is inchoate or
incomplete, it remains a pilgrimage into its 30th year.
I dare say that it will be a pilgrimage to the end of time. A blessed and joyful, draining
and exhilarating journey. Every one of us has to consciously and conscientiously walk
his or her part.
The ebullient joy of August 24, 1991, the exuberant solidarity of the Maidans, the
chance to hike freely in the Carpathians, swim in the Dnipro, have a coffee in Rynok
Square in Lviv, are all real and true.
Real is the invasion and true the ultimate sacrifice of thousands.
Real and true is the struggle, the work to be done, the conversion to be made. There is
much to purge, much to reform, much to build in each of us – to make the land truly one
of milk and honey.
The gift was given so that we can give of ourselves for the freedom of our brothers and
sisters in Ukraine and elsewhere, in fact, everywhere. The liberty of each individual
calls all of us to serve each other. It is the Lord’s call.
Let us go forward in gratitude and joy, remembering well the gift, remaining sanguine
and sober about the road ahead.
God bless Ukraine!
Многая літа, Україно!
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Celebration of the Independence Day of Ukraine
August 24, 2021, Philadelphia, PA
9:00 - 10:00 am
Divine Liturgy on the occasion of the 30th Anniversary of Ukraine's
Independence
The Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
830 N. Franklin Street, Philadelphia, PA 19123
11:00 am - 12:00 pm
Flag Raising ceremony
Philadelphia City Hall, North Broad Street entrance
Beginning at 12:00 pm
Celebration at the Ukrainian League of Philadelphia
800 N. 23rd Street, Philadelphia, PA 19130
7:00 pm
Commemorative Concert at the Ukrainian Education and Cultural Center
700 N. Cedar Road, Jenkintown, PA 19046

A limited parking will be available, first
come first served, at Saint Nicholas
Ukrainian Catholic Church, 24th and
Poplar Streets, for maximum participation
car-pooling is recommended.
After the flag raising ceremony at city hall,
participants and other Ukrainians can
come to the club to rest their feet, relax,
socialize and enjoy free Ukrainian food
before they go home. The food is provided
free and donations can be made to the
club. Drinks will be sold, cash only, and
water will be free of charge.
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UKRAINIAN FOOD FESTIVAL
August 21 and 22, 2021
Ukrainian Homestead of CEC ODWU, Inc
1230 Beaver Run Drive Lehighton, PA 18235 610-377-4621
Ukrhomestead.com oseliaodwu@gmail.com
GATES OPEN AT NOON
TAKE OUT or EAT ON THE GROUNDS
Divine Liturgy at St. Andrew’s Chapel, Sunday 11AM
celebrated by Bishop Andri Rabiy
STAGE SHOW AT 2PM SATURDAY AND SUNDAY
Live streaming on Facebook at the Ukrainian Homestead of CEC ODWU, Inc
RAIN or SHINE!
FEATURING
Kazka Ukrainian Folk Ensemble
Special Guest –The Family Lehki and Andrij Myskiv
Inessa Tymochko Dekajlo – Violinist (Saturday only)
Rev. Volodymyr Baran on accordion
Traditional Ukrainian foods, sweets table, arts and craft vendors
LIVE Biergarten Music provided by Walt Syzonenko noon to 6PM

FESTIVAL ADMISSION and PARKING $5.00 per car
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Archeparchy News
Carl A. Anderson, Former Supreme Knight,
Receives Highest Award of UGCC
The 67th annual Dormition pilgrimage at Sloatsburg, NY took place on August 15, 2021.
It is the largest Ukrainian Catholic pilgrimage in the United States. Metropolitan
Archbishop Borys Gudziak, on behalf of the Head of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic
Church and the Synod of Bishops, bestowed upon Carl Anderson the UGCC’s highest
award: the Order of Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky. Anderson, former Supreme
Knight of the Knights of Columbus, is the seventh recipient.
The Order of Metropolitan Andrey
Sheptytsky was founded in September
2018 by the UGCC’s Synod of Bishops. It
is the highest award conferred by the
father and head of the Ukrainian Church
and preserves the memory of the
righteous Metropolitan Andrey. Any
individual or institution applying the
principles of the life and service of the
righteous Metropolitan Andrey may be
awarded the order, including laity,
religious, diocesan clergy, and secular or ecclesial institutions. In November 2019,
Cardinal Christoph Schönborn, Archbishop of Vienna, was the first to be inducted into
the order.
The certificate accompanying the medal reads, “for his example of long-standing
professional service to the Church and charitable giving; for his dedicated work in
cherishing and defending Christian values, such as the right to life, freedom, and
dignity; for his generous financial and moral support in the capacity as Supreme Knight
of the Knights of Columbus (2000–2021) towards the many social and charitable
projects of our Church in Ukraine; for his invaluable contribution in establishing and
developing the Knights of Columbus, the world’s largest Catholic fraternal service
organization, in Ukraine, as well as for the support of various projects of the Order in
Ukraine; and for his outstanding example of Christian family life and testimony of faith.”
The Knights of Columbus is the largest Catholic fraternal organization in the US, with
more than two million members worldwide. While presenting the award the
Metropolitan remarked, “Knights donate millions of hours of volunteer work and tens
of millions of dollars to charity. Mr. Anderson initiated a sonogram program that saved
the lives of thousands of children–mothers were able to see their babies in their womb
and gave up the idea of terminating the pregnancy. He also actively supported the
initiative to create a branch of the Knights of Columbus in Ukraine.”
Anderson noted the following in a brief speech, “It is difficult to find words to express
my gratitude in receiving this award named for one of the great heroic churchmen of
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the 20th century and indeed of all time–the Venerable Servant of God Metropolitan
Andrey Sheptytsky–a good shepherd who guided his flock and guarded it from not one
but many wolves during the first half of the 20th century. In the light of his noble
example, I can accept this recognition only with a deep sense of humility.”
Anderson expressed gratitude to the head of the UGCC, Major Archbishop Sviatoslav
Shevchuk, and the bishops of the Synod. He believes that the brave and determined
witness of Metropolitan Andrey personified the bravery of more than a century of
persecution. “This witness was not only for Catholics but for all those who suffered
under the terrible totalitarian regimes of the 20th century. During these years the
world saw a Church that believes, that bears witness, that suffers, that endures, and
that continues to live”.
The former Supreme Knight said that today’s diaspora of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic
Church must be ordered towards definite service. “I believe that this service is one of
the examples of a people who can experience an immense burden of suffering and still
bear witness to the Lord. This is a witness that Christians throughout the world need
today–and especially our fellow Catholics here in the United States as all of us face the
challenges of an increasingly hostile secular society,” he stressed.

Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate Held
their 67th Pilgrimage to Sloatsburg
On August 14-15, Sisters held the 67th Assumption Pilgrimage in Sloatsburg, NY. The
theme of this year was “Mary, Mother of the Savior, and Joseph, the Righteous
Betrothed, sustain us in God’s Providence.” The solemn Liturgy was presided by
Archbishop Borys Gudziak, Metropolitan of Philadelphia, Bishop Pavlo Chomnytsky,
Eparch of Stamford, and Bishop Bohdan Danylo, Eparch of Parma, and the priests of the
Metropolia were concelebrating. Many believers have traditionally gathered for the
pilgrimage.
In his sermon, Bishop Borys
emphasized the core of the Feast of
the Assumption. “The meaning of the
holiday is extremely deep. The
Mother of Jesus Christ, who accepted
God’s will and was born without the
original sin, died in her body and fell
asleep. The two words “Dormition”
and “Assumption”, which are used in
Eastern and Western ecclesial
traditions, complement each other.
The Mother of God in her human
body really died, but she died in joy and peace, falling asleep.”
He focused on the topic of death, which is often perceived as a taboo in the modern
world. “Today we live in a world that stops believing in eternity and does not know
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how to cope with death. If we really believe in eternity, then death will not scare us. We
are called not to be afraid of death, because Christ entered our human death and
crushed its power.”
Metropolitan Gudziak noted that in the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church the Feast of
the Assumption is highly celebrated. There are many churches and cathedrals named
after the Assumption of the Mother of God, and most of the pilgrimages take place on
this feast day.
“We must all leave this feast fearless. It is a celebration of our eternity, to which the
Mother of God leads us. She leads us to the Father’s house, where there are many rooms
and a high ceiling, “said Bishop Borys. The Metropolitan gave the pilgrims a small task:
to tell others about the deep meaning of the feast.
This year’s pilgrimage to Sloatsburg was a special occasion to congratulate Bishop
Emeritus Basil Losten, who celebrates the 50th anniversary of his episcopal ministry.
“Not every priest is fortunate to live to the 50th anniversary of his priesthood, let alone
a Bishop. This is an extremely rare event and a great blessing for the entire Church,
“said Bishop Pavlo Chomnytsky in his greeting.
Metropolitan Borys Gudziak mentioned some of Bishop Losten’s achievements. “In
Philadelphia, Bishop Basil built a home for the elderly, which is now a sign of our
service to the overall community as many non-Ukrainians live there. Also thanks to his
efforts mosaics of Saints Volodymyr and Olha were installed in St. Peter’s Basilica in
Rome. ”
During the pilgrimage, the highest award of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church – the
Order of Metropolitan Andrei Sheptytsky – was conferred to the former head of the
Knights of Columbus, Carl Anderson. This was done on behalf of the head of the UGCC
His Beatitude Sviatoslav Shevchuk and members of the Synod of Bishops.
The Feast of the Assumption of the Mother of God is a special day for Sisters Servants
globally, because on August 27, 1892, the solemn dedication of the first convent in the
village of Zhuzhel (Ukraine) occurred and the first six candidates were accepted to the
congregation. “We are celebrating 129 years of sacrificial service to God, to His Church,
and to His people,” said Sister Eliana Ilnytska, the newly-elected Provincial Superior of
Sister Servants in the United States. She recalled last year’s pilgrimage, which was held
online. “Today we are very happy and grateful to see you here. We have returned to this
holy mountain, and I invite everyone to thank God for the gift of our lives and the health
of our families. ”
Bishop Pavlo Chomnytsky, Eparch of Stamford, in turn thanked the Sisters for their
courage of opening the doors of their convent to the pilgrims.
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Archbishop Borys Gudziak visited the Curia of the Ukrainian Greek
Catholic Apostolic Exarchate in Italy
On August 18, the Archbishop and Metropolitan of Philadelphia Borys Gudziak visited
the Curia of the Apostolic Exarchate in Italy.
Archbishop Borys met with the
Apostolic Exarch Bishop Dionysiy
Liakhovych and the staff of the
Curia: Vicar General Rev Theodosiy
Hren, OSBM, and Chancellor Rev
Peter Holiney. During the meeting,
the bishops had the opportunity to
share experiences and specific
features of ministry in the
structures they lead. They
discussed the calendar reform in
the Apostolic Exarchate, pastoral
challenges among our faithful
outside Ukraine, and further
cooperation between the Philadelphia Metropolia and the Apostolic Exarchate.

Philadelphia Archeparchy Is Embarking on The Process
of Creating Its Pastoral Plan
In the spirit of the Pastoral Planning 2030 in the global Ukrainian Greek Catholic
Church (UGCC) mandated by His Beatitude Sviatoslav and the Synod of Bishops, the
Philadelphia Archeparchy is embarking on the process of creating its specific pastoral
plan.
“This journey, which started
during our Sobor, will take
several years. As we try to
strengthen the spiritual life of
our parishes and each person
among us, we will be applying
proven management concepts to
address the current challenges in
our archeparchy including
evangelization and catechesis,
youth and family ministry,
vocations, social outreach, and
temporalities. Our goal is to
continue and strengthen the mission of the Church confident that it is the Body of Christ
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and that the Holy Spirit is working in our midst,” wrote Archbishop Borys Gudziak in
his letter announcing the process of the strategic planning.
The reflection and dialogue started during the Archeparchial Sobors held throughout
October 2019 – January 2021 when the delegates from different deaneries and parishes
gathered together for offline and online meetings. They discussed the legacy, the
present challenges, and the future of the Archeparchy. The Archeparchy invited
volunteer сonsultants Guy Camarata and Chuck Newbecker. They have been previously
working with the Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation (Chicago), Ukrainian
Catholic University (Lviv), the Patriarchal Curia of the Ukrainian Catholic Church (Lviv),
as well as with other Church and non-profit organizations.
For three days (August 1113), the Archepachy held a
series of meetings to launch
the process of planning.
Archbishop Borys shared the
general framework for UGCC
2030 Pastoral Development
Strategy. Chuck and Guy
shared their strategic
planning methodology.
Clergy, religious, laity of the
Archeparchy, and
representatives of different
organizations participated in
person and virtually.

Archbishop Borys Visits Basilian Sister in Fox Chase, PA
On the evening of the Feast of
Transfiguration, August 6, the Basilian
Sisters hosted a dinner for Archbishop
Borys Gudziak. In his remarks, the
Archbishop greeted the newly elected
Provincial Superior Sister Joann Sosler
and her councilors: Sisters Dorothy Ann,
Clement and Theodora. Additionally, he
thanked Sister Dorothy Ann, the previous
Provincial Superior, for her dedicated
service to the sisters over the past two
terms.
Metropolitan Borys also extended a warm
welcome to a newly arrived sister from the Contemplative Monastery of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus from Midtown, NY, who will be residing and continuing the mission of
contemplative prayer at the Motherhouse of Basilian Sisters in Fox Chase, PA.
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Metropolitan Borys Joins Celebrations of Jubilee of Religious
Life of Sister Servants in Sloatsburg, NY
On Saturday, August 7, Metropolitan Borys Gudziak of Philadelphia, PA, with Bishop
Paul Chomnycky of Stamford, CT, and Bishop Bohdan Danylo of Parma, OH joined the
clergy of the Archeparchy of Philadelphia, the Eparchy of Stamford, and the Basilian
Fathers in addition to Basilian Sisters, Missionary Sisters, family, and friends in
participating in a Thanksgiving Liturgy for the sisters celebrating milestone
anniversaries in religious life. At the celebration, all present prayed for Sr. Evelyn, 75
years of religious life; Sr. Anne, 60 years of religious life; Sr. Zenovia, 55 years of
religious life; Sr. Michele, 50 years of religious life; and Sr. Eliane, 25 years of religious
life. Sister Zenovia and Sister Eliane serve at two of the Ukrainian Catholic schools in
the Archeparchy of Philadelphia, Minersville, PA and Passaic, NJ.

In his homily, Bishop Paul thanked the sisters for the combined 265 years of service. In
his words of greetings, Metropolitan Borys emphasized the courage of these jubilarian
sisters who followed Christ in “the most radical way.”
On behalf of the whole U.S. Metropolia, Archbishop Borys thanked Sister Kathleen
Hutsko for her dedicated service as the Provincial Superior and greeted the new
Provincial Superior, Sister Eliane Ilnytsky.
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On August 7th, 220 people joined the Sisters Servants of Mary
Immaculate in Sloatsburg, NY to celebrate SSMI Jubilarians
On August 7th, 220 people joined the Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate in Sloatsburg,
NY to celebrate our SSMI Jubilarians Sr. Evelyn Stock, Sr. Anne Roman,Sr. Zenovia
Chmilar, Sr. Michele Yakymovitch and Sr. Eliane Ilnitski.
The celebration began with an 11:00AM Divine Liturgy at the Grotto. The
concelebrants were Metropolitan Archbishop Borys Gudziak, Bishop Paul Chomnycky
and Bishop Bohdan Danylo, along with clergy from the Archeparchy of Philadelphia and
Eparchy of Stamford. The celebration continued with a festive dinner on the outdoor
terrace behind St. Mary’s Villa with approximately 220 people in attendance.
We offer our gratitude to these five Sisters for 265 years of prayer and service, vowing
to Almighty God obedience, chastity and poverty. Each of these Sisters have lived their
religious consecration in their own unique way making a difference in our church, in
our community and in the personal lives of so many people.

Sr. Evelyn, Diamond 75 year Jubilarian, was born in St. Clair, PA to Theodore and Mary
Stock who fostered in all seven of their children a deep faith and love of God. Mary
Stock prayed that a son and daughter would be given a vocation to the Priesthood and
Religious Life, and her prayers were answered as her brother John became a priest and
eventually Bishop John Stock, of blessed memory, and she entered the Sisters
Servants. Fidelity in a vocation to Religious Life or Married Life for 75 years is
something that does not happen often. However, when such a commitment does occur,
we must honor that life with utmost awe and respect. Sr. Evelyn began her life of
prayer and service caring for the elderly at St. Mary’s in Philadelphia, but the need for
teachers was greater, and Sr. Evelyn said yes, going where the need was, following the
charism of Blessed Josaphata. She did as many of our Sisters did, teaching during the
day and going to school at night. Sr. Evelyn not only earned a BA but also an MA in
education. Many of her 45+ years were as Principal. She was well known for her
generosity to the students and staff, modeling after her patron saint that she chose, St.
Nicholas. Anyone who has served in education, knows that being in it for 45+ years
indicates your stamina, but for Sr. Evelyn it also demonstrated her love for nurturing
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the minds and souls of so many students. Sr. Evelyn continued to go where the need
was, when she asked to serve in our mission in Lourdes, France, and then to a new
mission that opened in Conyers, GA. Sr. Evelyn is a resident at St. Joseph’s Home and
her ministry now is focused on “Praying Always,” as she is seen in chapel for hours each
day lifting up in prayer the needs of many who send us intentions.
Sr. Anne celebrates 60 years as a Sister Servant. She was born in Rochester, NY. Her
parents William and Ann, were parishioners of St. Josaphat Church and their children
Anne, Rose Marie and Stephen attended the parish school. Sr. Anne’s faith was
nurtured by her parents, and she attributes her vocation to Religious Life to the
example of service and dedication of her pastor, +Fr. Nicholas Wolensky.
Sr. Anne’s ministry in the field of education as a teacher and Principal for over 40 years
in various elementary schools, combined competency with Gospel values. She held her
students to high standards in developing their character and excelling in their
studies. Even after leaving the ministry in Education she still retains a love for reading,
developing her mind. She is like those yellow cliff notes that we all used when we
didn’t feel like reading the whole book. The other ministry that is dear to
Sr. Anne’s heart, is “care for the beauty of God’s Churches,” which she took great pride
in, especially at the Immaculate Conception Cathedral in Philadelphia for many
years. She presently serves as our SSMI Sacristan at St. Joseph’s Home, following in the
example of our foundress, Blessed Josaphata who stressed upon the Sisters the
sacredness of caring for God’s House.
Sr. Zenovia celebrates 55 years of Consecrated Life. She was born in Germany as her
parents Wasyl and Zina Chmilar were forced to leave their native Ukraine. They moved
to Rochester, NY and were part of the St. Josaphat parish and school along with her
sister Irene and her brother Bill. The faith-filled values and examples of her parents,
pastors and sisters nurtured her desire to live the life of a Sister, and she entered the
SSMI’s in 1966.Sr. Zenovia responded to God’s call by joyfully sharing her faith with her
students for over 40 years as a teacher in elementary schools across the U.S. as well as
St. Mary’s Academy in Sloatsburg. Sr. Zenovia continues to touch the lives of the
students and parishioners as she teaches Religion and Music at St Nicholas Ukrainian
Catholic School in Minersville, PA. She was gifted with a beautiful voice and talent for
music, and went for studies at our Christ the King Province in Canada, and is our “SSMI
Cantor/Musician.” Her joyful personality and compassion are genuine and
unconditional. Her ministry at St. Nicholas includes visiting the infirm and shut-ins.
The impact of her visits is displayed in a note I received from a family member: “I
wanted to inform you that Sr. Zenovia’s visit was just what my parents needed, they felt
like she was an angel sent from God.”
Sr. Michele, Golden 50th Jubiliarian, was born in Rochester, NY along with her siblings
Frank, Mary Ann, Nadia and Monica to Michael and Mary Yakymovitch. They were
parishioners of St. Josaphat Parish, and attended the parochial school, staffed by the
SSMI’s. Sr. Michele’s position as the eldest in her family has attributed to her strong
sense of responsibility, loyalty and independence. Her decision to enter religious life
was her own, but the decision to enter the Sisters Servants was a little nudge from her
mother.
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Sr. Michele’s desire to change the world with a totally committed spirit, as a Sister
Servant, began as an educator in various parish schools as well as St. Mary’s Villa
Academy. Her superiors noticed a maturity and love for her consecration, which would
enable her to guide young women who were contemplating Religious Life. Therefore,
from 1984-1987 she attended St. Louis University for this training.
Sr. Michele also carried in her the spirit of our foundress to “go where the need is the
greatest” and became Administrator of St. Mary’s Spiritual, Cultural and Educational
Center for four years. Her leadership qualities were recognized by the sisters in the
province, and she was elected Provincial Superior in 1995 for an unprecedented (3)
three 5-year terms until 2011. Her generosity and active presence on advisory boards
in the community of Sloatsburg is respected by many. Sister Michele continues to use
her leadership skills, as she became Administrator of St. Joseph’s Adult Care Home in
2011, providing the elderly with compassionate and loving care. Sr. Michele already
has a gold watch, so her eyes are focused on acting justly, loving tenderly and walking
humbly with her God. (Micah 4).
Sr. Eliane, our Silver 25th Jubilation, was born in Brazil along with her sisters Elizete,
Elenice and Janete to Enuario and Helena Ilnitski. Sr. Eliane joined the SSMI’s in the
province of St. Michael the Archangel, Brazil, in 1996. She was stationed at several
Catholic schools in Brazil.
In 2005, Sr. Eliane said “yes” to come to the U.S. as a “missionary,” following the words
of our foundress Blessed Josaphata to “go where the need is the greatest.” She was open
to learning a new language, experiencing a different culture, and discovering the many
talents she was given. Sr. Eliane’s first mission in the U.S. was at St. Mary’s Villa Retreat
House in Sloatsburg. Her willingness to develop her hidden talents led her to learn the
art of sewing Liturgical Vestments. She also took on the roles of our SSMI Photographer
and Technology Sister. In 2010, Sr. Eliane made a decision and sacrifice that would
change her life, as well as our life in the USA Province. In her letter to Sr. Michele, she
wrote, “Now after spending 5 years as a missionary, I feel that the Lord is directing
me to make another commitment in my service to Him. Seeing the need of your
province, I feel called to become a full member of the province of the Immaculate
Conception in the USA.” In 2012, Sr. Eliane became the Principal at St. Nicholas
Ukrainian Catholic School in Passaic, NJ. Her work ethic, devotion and love for St.
Nicholas School & Parish was reciprocated by the deep love and respect of her students,
parents and parishioners. Now, a new chapter, even something beyond Sr. Eliane’s
imagination, has been placed upon her shoulders, to guide the SSMI’s in the US as
Provincial Superior. She will do it joyfully
with a deep faith in God.
May God grant Sr. Evelyn, Sr. Anne, Sr.
Zenovia, Sr. Michele and Sr. Eliane many
blessed and happy years! Mnohaya Lita!
For more photos please visit our
website: www.ssmi-us.org
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Metropolitan Borys Visits Parish Community in Shamokin, PA
On Sunday, August 8, Archbishop Borys Gudziak visited the parish of Transfiguration of
the Lord in Shamokin, PA to substitute for Fr Mykola Ivanov, the pastor of the parish
and the dean of the South-Anthracite Deanery.
Metropolitan Borys’ homily to the
parishioners focussed on the
Transfiguration of the Lord, the
patronal feast of the parish. In his
reflection on the meaning of the feast
in the context of the history of
salvation, he remarked that “yes, the
teachings of Jesus help us to cope
[with life’s struggles], but it is more
than that. Our Lord transforms and
transfigures our life and our human
nature.”
Metropolitan Borys concluded the
liturgy with blessing fruit and dispensing it to the congregation, an ancient tradition for
the Feast of the Transfiguration. Afterwards, he spent time with the attendees, both
sharing news about the Archeparchy and listening to family stories from the long-time
parishioners.
It is noteworthy that the Shamokin parish is the second oldest Ukrainian Catholic Parish
in the United States after Shenandoah, PA, and it is one of the oldest Ukrainian Catholic
Churches in the Archeparchy of Philadelphia.

“The Seven Sacraments” Summer Camp held in Philadelphia
During August 16-20, 2021 a Summer Camp for Children “Vacation with God: The
Seven Sacraments” was held at the Basilian Spirituality Center in Jenkintown, PA. The
camp was organized and sponsored by St. Sophia Religious Association of Ukrainian
Catholics, Inc. and the Sisters of the Order of Saint Basil the Great. Some 30 children
aged 6-13 from various parts of the Philadelphia area participated in the event.
The organizers worked on the topic with the idea of the Holy Sacraments of the Church.
The sacraments are signs, that is, words and deeds established by Jesus to bestow
special graces on those who receive them in faith. Through the sacraments, Jesus is
present in a special way among the faithful: “Therefore I am with you always, to the end
of the age” (Mt 28:20).
The Catholic Church recognizes the seven Holy Sacraments.
1. Baptism.
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2. Anointing.
3. The Eucharist.
4. Repentance.
5. Anointing.
6. The priesthood.
7. The matrimony.
The camp’s program was created with the goal of molding the spiritual and cultural
heritage of the Ukrainian people. The children enjoyed catechism classes, songs, dances,
crafts, embroidery, and games. The program was coordinated by Iryna Ivankovych,
President of St. Sophia Religious Association, and conducted by Sisters of St. Basil the
Great: Sr. Olha Mykhayliuk, and Sr. Rose Ann, Sr. Lydia Sawka, Sr. Teodora Kopyn, with
the help of many young volunteers. Divine Liturgies for the participants of the camp
were celebrated by: Fr. John Ciurpita and Fr. Ruslan Borovyy.
This is the fourth joint initiative of St. Sophia Religious Association of Ukrainian
Catholics, Inc. and the Sisters of the Order of St. Basil the Great in the field of spiritual
education of the young Ukrainians in the USA.

St. Sophia Press Bureau
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Parish News

On Sunday, August 15th, at the 10:30 AM Divine Liturgy, Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church in Centralia marked 110 years as
a Parish Family!
Parishioners gathered as Pastor Father Michael Hutsko celebrated Divine Liturgy
including the blessing of flowers - traditional on this feast day - followed by a dinner in
the Parish hall. A highlight of the afternoon was the cutting of the Anniversary cake by
the matriarch of the Parish, Julie Kreisher!
Mnohaya Lita!
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Welcome to our New Religious
Sisters!
“I am writing to share with you the great news
that two religious sisters from Ukraine are
arriving in the USA this fall and will be
residing in our parish convent in Perth
Amboy, NJ. Yesterday, i meet with sister
Veronica and discussed her and sister Maria’s
plans of arrival and ministry at our parish and
school. Thanks to Bishop Hryhoriy Komar, an
Auxiliary bishop of Sambir – Drohobych for his
help with transportation, support and
presence.
“The two sisters are from the Servant of the
Lord and the Virgin of Matará, SSVM, which is
part of the Institute of the Incarnate Word.
They belong to an Eastern branch of sisters
that opened their mission in Ukraine in 1998. Both of them are experienced in working
with youth, children, and young adults, and therefore, will be helping the parish and
school in its catechesis efforts. I am also hoping that the religious presence of the
energetic nuns at our school building will help boost the school’s enrollment and will
help grow and mold our students into responsible, faithful adults.
“Let’s prepare to give the sisters a warm American Welcome! Please make sure you
keep them in your prayers that they may have a successful apostolate in our
Assumption community and help many people come closer to the Lord through their
service.
Rev Ivan Turyk
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Church News
Pope at Audience: Are we under the Law
or do we live as children of God?
In his catechesis at the General Audience, Pope Francis says we should ask ourselves if
we are still living “under the Law” or if we understand that, having become children of
God, we are called to live in love.
By Christopher Wells
Pope Francis continued his explanation of St Paul’s Letter to the Galatians at
Wednesday’s General Audience, focusing on St Paul’s understanding of the role of the
Law for Christians.
St Paul, he said, "has taught us that the ‘children of the promise,’ - that is, all of us,
justified by Jesus Christ - are no longer bound by the Law, but are called to the
demanding life-style of the freedom of the Gospel.”
A turning point
He explained that for St Paul, the acceptance of faith is the turning point both for
salvation history as a whole and in our own personal stories. At the heart of faith is the
death and resurrection of Jesus, “which Paul preached in order to inspire faith in the
Son of God, the source of salvation.”
So, he said, for Christians, there is a period “before becoming believers” and “after
receiving the faith”; and there is, therefore, “a ‘before’ and ‘after’ with regard to the Law
itself.”
In the period before receiving the faith, being “under the Law” has a negative sense, “as
if one is watched and locked up, a kind of preventative custody.” This period, he said, “is
perpetuated as long as one lives in sin."
The law as teacher and guardian
The Law, said Pope Francis, makes us aware of what it means to transgress the law and
also makes people aware of their own sin. In a certain sense, it ends up “stimulating the
transgression.”
But he went on to explain, using St Paul’s image of the Law as a pedagogue, that while
the Law had a “restrictive” function, it also served to protect and support the people of
Israel, “it had educated them, disciplined them, and supported them in their weakness.”
So, the Pope said, the Law also had a positive function, that was nonetheless limited in
time: when children become adults, they no longer need a guardian. Likewise, “once
one has come to faith, the Law exhausts its propaedeutic value and must give way to
another authority.”
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Considering the role of the law
However, he said, the law still exists and is still important. Pope Francis said the role of
the law “deserves to be considered carefully so we do not give way to
misunderstandings and take false steps.”
And so, he said, “it is good for us to ask ourselves if we still live in the period in which
we need the Law, or if, instead, we are fully aware of having received the grace of
becoming children of God so as to live in love.”
It is a good question, he said, and added a second: "Do I despise the Commandments?"
He also gave an answer: "No. I observe them, but not as absolutes, because I know that
it is Jesus Christ who justifies me."

Pope Francis urges people to get vaccinated against Covid-19
Pope Francis launches a powerful appeal for people to get vaccinated with approved
Covid-19 vaccines, calling it “an act of love.”
By Devin Watkins
The Pope has joined his voice to those of Bishops across North and South America to
urge people to get jabbed against Covid-19.
In a video message produced in conjunction with the Ad Council, Pope Francis praised
the work of researchers and scientists in producing safe and effective Covid-19
vaccines.
“Thanks to God’s grace and to the work of many, we now have vaccines to protect us
from Covid-19,” he said in the video released on Wednesday.
He added that vaccines “bring hope to end the pandemic, but only if they are available
to all and if we collaborate with one another.”
Vaccination is an act of love
Pope Francis went on to say that getting a Covid jab that is “authorized by the
respective authorities” is an “act of love.”
Helping other do the same, he said, is also an act of love. “Love for oneself, love for our
families and friends, and love for all peoples. Love is also social and political.”
The Pope noted that social and political love is built up through “small, individual
gestures capable of transforming and improving societies.”
“Getting vaccinated is a simple yet profound way to care for one another, especially the
most vulnerable,” he said.
Pope Francis then prayed to God that “each one of us can make his or her own small
gesture of love.”
“No matter how small, love is always grand,” he said. “Small gestures for a better
future.”
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‘Strength of faith’
The Pope was joined in the video by several Cardinals and Archbishops from across the
Americas.
Archbishop Jose Gomez, president of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
and the Archbishop of Los Angeles, lamented the suffering and death the pandemic has
wrought across the globe.
He prayed that God might “grant us the grace to face it with the strength of faith,
ensuring that vaccines are available for all, so that we can all get immunized.”
Mexican Cardinal Carlos Aguiar Retes linked Covid-19 jabs to a better future for all.
“From North to South America, we support vaccinations for all,” said the Cardinal.
Safe, effective vaccines
Honduran Cardinal Rodriguez Maradiaga said the world has much to learn from the
coronavirus.
“But one thing is certain: the authorized vaccines are effective, and are here to save
lives,” he said. “They are the key to a path of personal and universal healing.”
Brazilian Cardinal Claudio Hummes praised the “heroic efforts” of health professionals
in developing “safe and effective” jabs.
He also repeated the Pope’s affirmation that “getting vaccinated is an act of love”.
Salvadorian Cardinal Gregorio Rosa Chavez said vaccination helps protect the most
vulnerable.
“Our choice to get vaccinated affects others,” he said, adding that it is a moral
responsibility.
Unity across the Americas
Peruvian Archbishop Miguel Cabrejos rounded out the testimonies contained in the
video with an appeal to unity.
“We are united—North, Central, and South America and the Caribbean—to promote
and support vaccination for all,” he said, encouraging everyone to “act responsibly, as
members of the great human family, seeking and protecting our integral health and
universal vaccination.”

Pope: May we grow in friendship with Jesus, the Bread of Life
In his reflections before leading the recitation of the Angleus prayer on Sunday, Pope
Francis recalls the day's Gospel reading when Jesus reveals himself as the Bread of Life.
He underscores that Jesus alone nourishes our soul and gives unending life when life on
earth ends.
By Vatican News staff writer
Addressing pilgrims gathered in Saint Peter's Square for the Sunday Angelus, Pope
Francis offered his reflections drawing from the day's Gospel reading which recounts
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when Jesus was preaching to the people who had seen the wonder of the multiplication
of the loaves. Recalling the manna with which God fed their forefathers when
journeying in the desert, the Pope said Jesus revealed himself as bread, that which is
essential and necessary for everyday life, saying "I am the bread of life". The Pope said
in this we understand that Jesus alone "nourishes the soul", forgives us for our failings,
accompanies us always and gives us strength and peace of heart, underlining "He alone
gives eternal life when life here on earth ends."
The "beautiful image of Jesus" as bread of life, the Pope observed, "sums up his entire
being and mission" culminating in the Last Supper. He not only gives food to the people,
but of Himself totally, his life, flesh, and heart, "so that we might have life", the Pope
added. He said these words stir in us our "amazement for the gift of the Eucharist". God
becomes nourishment or food for us as the Bread of Life, the Pope went on to say,
something which brings out a sense of amazement, strengthened through our
adoration.
At the same time, the Gospel recounts that people instead of being amazed were
scandalized, wondering how Jesus, whom they knew, could say he was the bread of life.
The Pope said we too can sometimes have this attitude where we might wish to have a
God who remains in heaven and is not involved in our day to day affairs. Instead, the
Pope pointed out, "God became man to enter into the concrete reality of this world" to
be an intimate part of our lives, not separate from us in another world to be called on
by us only when needed. Jesus, who loves us, "wants this intimacy with us", the Pope
emphasized.
In conclusion, the Pope encouraged us that when gathering with family for a
meal, before breaking bread, to invite Jesus, the Bread of Life, into our home and ask for
His blessing, praying simply and with confidence that "Jesus will be at the table with us
and we will be fed by a greater love".
The Pope said, let us look to the Virigin Mary so that she might "help us to grow day
after day in friendship with Jesus, the Bread of Life."

St. Maximilian Kolbe: martyr of supreme sacrifice of life
The Polish priest was killed by the Nazis with a lethal injection on August 14, 80 years
ago. The Catholic Church declared Kolbe Blessed in 1971 and canonized him as a
martyr in 1982.
By Robin Gomes
The Catholic Church on Saturday celebrated the feast of Polish martyr, St. Maximilian
Kolbe. The 47-year-old Franciscan Conventual priest volunteered to die in place of a
stranger 80 years ago on August 14, at the German Nazi concentration and death camp
of Auschwitz in Poland.
St. Kolbe, the founder of the worldwide evangelization movement, Militia Immaculatae,
and a missionary in Japan in the 1930s, faithfully followed the path of Christ’s sacrifice
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and His words in John’s Gospel: “No one has a greater love than this: to lay down one's
life for one's friends”.
The priest was arrested in February 1941
on charges of aiding Jews and the Polish
underground and was imprisoned in
Warsaw. He was deported to the death
camp of Auschwitz, Poland, where he was
stripped of his Franciscan habit and
assigned prisoner number 16670. He was
forced to the most humiliating jobs, such as
carrying dead bodies to the
crematorium. Nevertheless, he continued
his charity and priestly ministry, for which he was subjected to violent beatings by the
guards.
A life donated
However, things took a dramatic turn at the end of July 1941, when a prisoner escaped
from Auschwitz. In retaliation, the deputy camp commander picked up 10 men to be
starved to death in an underground bunker to deter further escape attempts. When one
of the selected men, Franciszek Gajowniczek, cried out, "My wife! My children!", Kolbe
volunteered to die in his place, arguing he was a Catholic priest and older than
Gajowniczek, 41. The deputy commander accepted the offer.
St. Pope Paul VI, who described Kolbe as a "martyr of love", said the priest offered his
life in exchange for the life of a husband and father of 2 sons, who later recounted those
dramatic moments. "Kolbe left the ranks, risking being killed on the spot, to ask the
camp leader to replace me,” Gajowniczek said. “It was not conceivable that the proposal
would be accepted, indeed much more likely that the priest was added to the ten
selected to die of hunger and thirst together,” he added.
"Starvation bunker"
The Polish priest and others were thus locked up in the "starvation bunker" without
food and water. According to an eyewitness, who was an assistant janitor at that time,
Kolbe led the prisoners in prayer. Prison guards found him standing or kneeling in the
cell and looking calmly at those who entered. After they had been starved and deprived
of water for two weeks, only Kolbe remained alive.
The prison authorities who wanted the bunker emptied, made short work of Kolbe on
August 14, 1941, with a lethal injection of carbolic acid. Kolbe is said to have raised his
left arm and calmly waited for the injection. Before dying, he pronounced the two
words, “Ave Maria”, the final pledge of a life entrusted to the Immaculate Conception.
His remains were cremated on 15 August, the feast of the Assumption of Mary.
Saint and martyr
In his homily at the canonization Mass of Kolbe on October 10, 1982, St. John Paul II
said, “Death suffered for love, in place of the brother is a heroic act of man, through
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which, together with the new Saint, we glorify God.” In fact, it is from God that the
grace of such heroism and this martyrdom comes, he said.
During his general audience of August 13, 2008, Pope Benedict XVI recalled the words
of Kolbe in the face of the fury and hatred of Nazi persecution: "Hate is not a creative
force: only love is". The Pope explained love is precisely the distinctive trait, the
imperishable legacy of the saint that the Church remembers on August 14, on the eve of
the solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
During his visit to Poland in 2016, Pope Francis on July 29 visited the “starvation
bunker” where Kolbe breathed his last in Auschwitz. After a moment of silence and
reflection, he left, signing the visitors' book with a brief prayer: “Lord, have mercy on
your people, Lord, forgive us for so much cruelty”.
Indian Cardinal Oswald Gracias of Bombay delivered a homily during an online Mass on
Saturday. He briefly reflected on last years of St. Maximilian Kolbe.
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Spirituality and reading suggestion
Dormition of the Most Holy Theotokos
“In giving birth, O Mother of God, You preserved Your virginity and in Your falling
asleep You did not forsake the world. Being the Mother of Life, You have passed over
into life, and by Your prayers You deliver our souls from death.” (Tropar, Tone 1)
Our Ukrainian Catholic Church solemnly
celebrates the Feast of the Dormition of the
Mother of God as a memorial of Her peaceful
death. On the Gregorian calendar we celebrate
the Feast on August 15th and on the Julian
calendar thirteen days later on August 28th.
We humans often speak of death as a loss. The
death of a loved one, friend or relative is
viewed as a “loss”, for we shall no longer see
the loved one to share the joy of life or have
dialogue with that individual in person. It is a
loss regarding the earthly body, but for the
soul it is a gain. The soul of the faithful
departed, once purified from sin, is united
with God and lives with Him in heaven for all
eternity.
Mary’s passing from this earthly life to eternal
life was calm and joyful. Her death was free
from pain and suffering. The Mother of God’s
death was like a “falling asleep.” Eastern Christians, both Catholic and Orthodox, have
used the term “Dormition” to describe and celebrate this event at the end of the earthly
life of the Mother of God. The derivation of the word “Dormition” comes from the
French word “dormire,” meaning “to sleep.”
Throughout Her lifetime, from the moment of conception in the womb of Her mother
Anna up to Her death or “falling asleep”, Mary was Most Holy and often referred today
as “Immaculate.” Since sin is the only obstacle to entering the Kingdom of Heaven,
there was nothing to prevent Mary from directly after death entering Heaven. The
Kondak for the Feast tells us this: “The grave and death did not detain the Mother of
God Who prays perpetually and is our unfailing hope in Her Intercession, for He Who
dwelt in the womb of the Ever-Virgin transferred to (eternal) life the Mother of Life.”
Mary is presently in Heaven interceding, praying for us constantly, perpetually. The
Holy Thotokos is our Spiritual Mother Who intercedes before Her Son on our
behalf. Mary throughout Her lifetime was the perfect “disciple,” follower of Christ. Her
love for Jesus, Her Son, was unconditional. She stood at the Crosson Calvary. The
agony She experienced was “real.” But that agony was replaced by the eternal joy of
being reunited with Her beloved Son in Heaven.
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In the Icon of the Dormition, we see Mary depicted as “lying on a deathbed surrounded
by the Apostles.” Her Son in Glory is seen receiving Her soul into His arms. The mood,
the atmosphere, is one of sheer joy, no sadness nor gloom.
May our own end to this earthly life be truly Christian – one that is painless, unashamed
and peaceful as we await a good account at the awesome tribunal, Judgment Seat, of
Christ and be deemed worthy of entering the eternal Kingdom of God, Heaven.
Rev. D. George Worschak

“They will respect my son” (Matthew 21:37)
“Let us kill him and acquire his inheritance.” (v.38)
The Love of God for us, His creatures, is
constant, unwavering and unconditional. God
out of love created each of us in His own
image and likeness. Adam and Eve were
meant to live forever with God in the Garden
of Paradise. However, when they disobeyed
God and listened to the evil one, the devil, and
had fallen into sin, there were definite
consequences to this sin of disobeying the
Holy Will of God. Man would have to work by
the sweat of his brow and would experience
death.
God did not leave mankind without the hope of redemption. God promised that He
would one day send a Messiah, Redeemer, to deliver us from the clutches of the evil
one. God had been preparing His people to be a holy people. God sent Moses to lead
the people away from idolatry and to believe in the one, true God. God had given Moses
the Ten Commandments to help the Chosen People, the Israelites, to live good and holy
lives. These very same Ten Commandments remain at the center of our Faith and are a
guide to good moral living.
Moses had led his people to deliverance – freedom from slavery under the Egyptians
and freedom from the bondage of sin. The Chosen People crossed the Red Sea
unharmed as the pursuit by the Pharaoh’s army was stopped by the hand of God as they
drowned in the sea. For forty years the Israelites traversed the desert in search of the
Promised Land. Moses had seen the Promised Land from a distance, but did not
enter. Aaron, Moses’ brother, would be the one to actually lead them into the Promised
Land, the land of milk and honey. There they were to be continually prepared to
become the holy People of God from Whom would one day be born the Messiah, the
Savior of the world.
The prophets of the Old Testament sought to bring about a metanoia, conversion, a
change of heart. The Prophets were the spokesmen of God. They were given a special
and unique mission by the Almighty God to fulfil. The Prophets did not speak their own
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words, but rather they spoke the Word of God. They had a calling from God to fulfill
this holy task and they responded “yes.” Their message was one of conversion: turning
away from sin and turning back to God. This they did despite the ongoing suffering they
experienced from their own people. They were rejected and hated and yet they
faithfully completed their God-given task. Some wished to permanently silence them
and they stoned the holy men of God, the Prophets, to death.
Despite all this hatred, anger and rejection, God still loved His creatures. In the fullness
of time God the Almighty Father sent His Only Begotten to redeem the world from
sin. Instead of respecting His Son, Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, the opponents
plotted against Him. They incited the crowd to turn against the One Whom they had
just acclaimed as King of Israel in the Triumphant Entry into Jerusalem just days
prior. The One Who was totally without sin took upon Himself the sin of the world to
open wide the gates to the Kingdom of God, Heaven.
Today’s parable reminds us that we are servants of the Lord God who are to work
arduously and bear fruit through our good works. There is absolutely no place for
jealousy or anger or hatred in the life of a true-believer, an authentic Christian. In the
end we shall see that the holy men and women chosen by God to fulfill His mission and
did so faithfully may have been rejected, suffered and even died. Nonetheless, these
holy ones of God followed Christ Who was rejected by those of His time but has become
the “cornerstone” of the structure. And truly, this is marvellous to behold.
Rev. D. George Worschak

30 years after independence, Ukrainian is now the lingua
franca in U.S.-Ukraine diplomatic relations
By Marta Zielyk
Marta Zielyk, a recently retired U.S. State Department civil servant, spent 25 years
working as the United States’ senior diplomatic interpreter for Ukrainian. Prior to that,
she was an international broadcaster working with the Ukrainian Service of Radio Free
Europe/Radio Liberty in New York, Washington and Munich, and with the Ukrainian
Service of the Voice of America in Washington. In her role as the State Department’s
senior diplomatic interpreter for Ukrainian, Ms. Zielyk served as the official interpreter for
meetings between presidents of the United States and Ukraine, as well as many other
high-ranking government officials from both countries, during some of the most pivotal
moments in Ukraine’s history as a post-Soviet, democratic country. On the occasion of the
30th anniversary of the celebration of Ukraine’s renewed independence, The Ukrainian
Weekly asked Ms. Zielyk to share her perspectives on the evolution over the past 30 years
of Ukrainian as a language of diplomacy.
I spent New Year’s Day in 1996 with 200 strangers on a transatlantic flight to Kyiv. The
weather had turned bitterly cold, snowy and windy on both continents, but, as they say,
the show must go on. In this case, the show was the high-stakes visit to Ukraine of
Secretary of Defense William Perry. I was serving as his Ukrainian interpreter. As part
of our program, we were to join our Ukrainian military hosts and fly together to
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Pervomaysk, south of Kyiv, where Ukraine, in accordance with its international
obligation to become a non-nuclear state, was dismantling its nuclear silos.

Courtesy of Marta Zielyk
Then U.S. President George W. Bush (center) and then Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko met in the Oval Office of the
White House on April 4, 2005. Marta Zielyk (right) served as the official U.S. interpreter during the meeting between the
two presidents.

We waited in a cramped Ukrainian military aircraft at Boryspil airport to take off for
the short flight. The pilots were attempting what I thought was a dangerous takeoff on
an icy runway. All around me were members of Ukraine’s Armed Forces, mostly
generals, in full dress uniforms. Upon arrival in Pervomaysk, Dr. Perry was to give a
short speech and his speechwriter handed me an advance copy of his remarks. Glancing
at it, I was dismayed to see that it contained a quote from a poem by Taras Shevchenko.
The lines were in English, of course, with no indication from which of Shevchenko’s
hundreds of poems the speechwriter chose it. I panicked. In less than an hour, if we
made it to Pervomaysk alive, I would have to interpret this into Ukrainian, quoting
Shevchenko’s words accurately. It was highly unlikely there was a copy of Kobzar on
board. And even if by some miracle a Kobzar was found, how would I ever find the right
poem with the right lines? With nothing to lose, I caught the attention of the nearest
Ukrainian general. I explained my dilemma and gave him a few clues, and a rough
translation of the quote from English back into Ukrainian; it was not much to go on. He
thought for a moment and then turned to his seatmate, also a general. “Sasha,” he asked
in Russian, “do you know this?” He and Sasha consulted in a loud back and forth and
then started reciting some lines, at first hesitantly searching for words, but gaining
confidence as the poem went on. At about the fourth line, their third seatmate joined
them. Then the colonel sitting behind them enthusiastically added his voice to the
chorus. Soon, I had three rows of high-ranking Ukrainian military officers reciting
“Archimedes and Galileo” for me in unison, in beautiful flowing Ukrainian. As they
spoke the last four lines: “There will be no foe, no rival, there will be instead a mother,
and a son, and there will be people on earth,” I knew I had gotten my quote and quickly
29

wrote it down to be interpreted upon arrival. It was a surreal moment, yet somehow
perfectly natural: a snowed-in airport, a rickety Soviet-era prop plane, Russianspeaking Ukrainian generals, a desperate U.S. government interpreter, all united by
Ukrainian poetry. As they say in Ukraine, “normal’no” (all’s normal).
It was also “normal’no,” that, even then, five years after Ukraine’s independence, the
existing linguistic dilemmas would take decades or more to be resolved. Attitudes
toward the use of Ukrainian were highly complex, to say the least, both in Ukraine as
well as in the State Department, where I worked as the U.S. government’s first – and so
far, only – Ukrainian diplomatic staff interpreter.
The Ukrainian language crept quietly onto the world’s diplomatic stage in those first
euphoric months of 1988, in the wake of Mikhail Gorbachev’s policy of glasnost and
perestroika. The occasional Ukrainian dissident visiting the U.S. would request a
Ukrainian interpreter for a very low-key meeting with a low-level U.S. government
bureaucrat. I was in the right place (Washington, D.C.) at the right time (the early
1990s) with the right credentials (I spoke Ukrainian) and was hired frequently for
those freelance jobs. Over time, higher level visitors from Ukraine began arriving for
meetings with Cabinet secretaries and under secretaries. Eventually, official Ukrainian
visits to Washington became so regular that it was deemed a matter of financial
expediency to pay a salary to a Ukrainian staff interpreter. It had become too
troublesome to rely on the unpredictable schedules of contract interpreters. So, in April
of 1995, after years of freelancing for the government, I became a civil servant. For the
next 20 years, I interpreted for four U.S. presidents and their vice presidents, seven
secretaries of state, six secretaries of defense and numerous other high level
government officials, as well as during countless lower-level interactions between the
U.S. and Ukraine.
The U.S. government wisely maintains a cadre of professional, non-partisan
interpreters, who are based in the State Department’s Office of Language Services. They
do not turn over with new presidential administrations and, just like the president,
they take an oath to the Constitution. This office originated with Thomas Jefferson, the
first secretary of state in 1789, and since then has provided language support for the
conduct of U.S. foreign policy in close to 50 languages. Ukrainian had never been one of
them. Until the late 1980s, all official meetings between the U.S. and delegations from
any of the 16 Soviet republics were conducted in Russian.
Naively, I believed that being hired by the State Department as a full time Ukrainian
staff interpreter meant that the linguistic struggle was over. Like many Ukrainian
Americans, I was programmed from childhood to correct misconceptions about
Ukraine (not Russia) and the Ukrainian language (not a dialect of Russian). For decades,
I attended demonstrations for dissidents, wrote letters to newspaper editors, carried
banners of support for Ukraine’s independence down New York’s Fifth Avenue. Now
that Washington had seen fit to add a Ukrainian interpreter to its roster of linguists,
that language, I reasoned, will become the default language when Kyiv met Washington.
I was wrong.
On one of my first trips to Kyiv as interpreter for a U.S. official dealing with nuclear
disarmament, the State Department was so uneasy about the language issue that they
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sent a senior Russian interpreter with me. When I questioned the decision, I was told
“just in case.” Just in case what, I asked? Just in case the Ukrainians don’t understand
Ukrainian, was the answer. Unspoken was probably the fear that this newbie Ukrainian
contractor might not be ready for such a high stakes assignment. I am happy to say that
the Russian interpreter had nothing to do during the whole trip, our Ukrainian hosts all
understood Ukrainian, and I managed the stressful visit just fine.
In those first years after Ukrainian independence, I sometimes felt like I was the only
one at the table to whom it really mattered which language was being used for
interpretation. In any bilateral meeting between countries not conducted in a mutually
understandable language, the priority is ease of communication. In the case of the U.S.,
which language better facilitated that – Ukrainian or Russian – was often immaterial.
While the U.S. was happy to accommodate the linguistic choice of the Ukrainian side, to
them it was not a decision that came with decades of linguistic ambiguity.
Some U.S. government officials, though, had difficulty accepting the new reality. Their
default meter was still set to “Russia.” It was a struggle to convince them that, yes,
Ukrainian and Russian are not the same; yes, the Office of Language Services has
qualified Ukrainian interpreters; yes, they did as good a job as the Russian interpreters,
and, yes, the Ukrainian visitors will understand Ukrainian. In time, however, this benign
ignorance gave way and they learned to accept the new linguistic protocol.
My own Russian colleagues on staff (there were four of them when I joined the State
Department) were somewhat unsettled by the hiring of a Ukrainian interpreter. My
daily presence and very active interpreting schedule undermined the preeminent
position that Russian held in the Slavic interpreting world and curtailed their
interpreting opportunities. Yet we maintained a collegial and cooperative professional
relationship.
Harder to deal with were those in the U.S government who were downright hostile to
an independent Ukraine. Echoing what I heard while growing up, they insinuated that
not only was Ukrainian a mere dialect of Russian, but Ukraine wasn’t a “real country.”
And even if it was a real country, it wouldn’t last, so why invest in Ukrainian
interpreters?
They had no desire to reexamine their imperialistic attitudes and had no problem
letting me know that. I remember an incident when a U.S. military officer responsible
for a visit of several high-level Ukrainian parliamentarians and military officers had
arranged for both Russian and Ukrainian interpreters to accompany the group on a U.S.
tour. When one of the Ukrainian generals demanded that only Ukrainian be used, the
American lieutenant commander called this request “ridiculous and unreasonable.” And
this was in 1999, almost a decade after Ukraine’s independence! Even my Russian
colleagues on that trip stood up for the Ukrainian language, characterizing the
statement as egregiously insulting. Thankfully, extreme attitudes such as this were not
too prevalent.
For our Ukrainian visitors, the language issue carried with it much unresolved cultural
baggage. Which language was used depended on the makeup of the delegation
(military, political, economic, cultural), the level of the visitors (ministerial,
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parliamentarian, citizen exchanges), and the linguistic abilities of the head of the
delegation. I chose the word “used” consciously, because the language requested, and
the one spoken during the visit, were often two different things. Ukrainian
interpretation was most often officially requested, but Russian was liberally used
during official meetings. This was especially true in the first few days of a visit, until the
Ukrainian visitors felt more comfortable speaking in their “derzhavna mova” (the
official state language). Some were never able to make the switch because of their
unfamiliarity with the language and embarrassment at not speaking it well. Others, who
spoke to me with surprising frankness, admitted to finding it difficult to shed the
Soviet-imposed notion of the superiority of the Russian language. The lingering effects
of Soviet attempts to erase all traces of Ukrainian or at least demean it as unfit for
diplomatic discourse were still quite evident in the early years of Ukrainian
independence. Many visitors also could not believe that I did not understand Russian
when I politely refused to interpret from and into that language.
They thought I was just being difficult or was trying to make a point. If this happened
during a meeting already underway, I always proposed a solution: I could call back to
my office for a Russian colleague. It must be noted that not a single delegation accepted
that offer.
Occasionally, I was quite literally the only person at the table using Ukrainian, as during
a 1995 visit of a Ukrainian border guard delegation to the U.S. The Ukrainian visitors
were speaking Russian; their interpreter was interpreting into English for the U.S. side
to understand. The Americans were speaking English, of course, and I was interpreting
into Ukrainian, which all the visitors understood. How ironic, I thought, that the only
one speaking Ukrainian was a U.S. born and raised American citizen.
I must underscore, that the higher the level of the Ukrainian visitor, the fewer issues
there were with choice of language. Every single U.S.-Ukrainian interaction on the
presidential level, from 1992 to the present, in Washington, Kyiv or anywhere else in
the world, was conducted with the assistance of Ukrainian interpretation. Of course,
each president of Ukraine exhibited his own degree of facility with Ukrainian, but there
was never any question regarding the choice of language, from either side.
As the decades passed, the upheaval regarding Ukrainian versus Russian for officials on
both sides of the Atlantic dissipated to a large degree. During this time, my duties
included finding, recruiting and training Ukrainian language contractors. Therefore,
when the U.S.-Ukrainian relationship grew to include scores of yearly interactions, the
Office of Language Services was ready to supply all of them with highly skilled contract
interpreters.
When I retired from the State Department several years ago, I was dismayed but not
really surprised to learn that my office would not hire a full-time Ukrainian interpreter
in my place. Instead, it would rely exclusively on contract interpreters. I see no bias in
this decision and believe Ukrainian is being treated no differently than any other
language.
After 30 years of Ukraine’s independence, more and more Ukrainian delegations are
conducting business in English, professionally trained Ukrainian interpreters are more
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plentiful on the U.S. market and the U.S. government is leaning heavily on contractors to
provide services that had been traditionally the responsibility of full time staff. The
effort that the Office of Language Services put into helping the Ukrainian language
assume its rightful place in international relations three decades ago is now reaping
rewards.
Notwithstanding the current situation in Ukraine, where Ukrainian is still fighting for
its ascendancy, in one small corner of the world – the diplomatic interpreting world –
the struggle is over.
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Announcements

Liturgical Life and Renewal in Your Parish: On the 25th
Anniversary of Vatican's 1996 Instruction
This year marks the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Instruction for Applying the
Liturgical Prescriptions of the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches, a document
promulgated by the Congregation for the Eastern Churches of the Holy See.
The Instruction was intended to guide all Eastern Catholic Churches towards liturgical
renewal and a fuller experience of the Mystery of Christ through the celebration of the
Divine Liturgy, the Sacraments, and the Liturgy of the Hours according to the ancestral
traditions of the Church.
Join this Zoom webinar to learn more about this document from theologians and
liturgists, to hear about the successes of its implementation in our Church, and to
understand how it can help guide liturgical life and renewal in your parish.
The webinar is organized by the Philadelphia Metropolia and the Paris Eparchy in
preparation for a conference of the Congregation for the Eastern Churches on this topic
in October.
Date: 12 September 2021
Time: 2:00 pm Philadelphia/8:00 pm Paris
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfcoUHMwKIOY4p47nsUA73cuC85Kvs0
XGat6i3k78RaK_Ksuw/viewform

34

Save the Date!!! Holy Relics of the Saints Exposition!!!
On Sunday, September 19, 2021, there will be an Exposition of the Holy Relics of the
Saints at the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchial Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
in Philadelphia, PA.
This is the largest traveling display of relics (over 150) in the world.
All are welcome to come, pray, and share the word!
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UASC Tryzub has postponed its annual Ukrainian Independence Day Festival
from Sun., Aug. 22, to Sun., Oct. 17, 2021.
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Dear Ukrainian community member,
After having been closed to the general public for over a year, the
Board of Directors of the Ukrainian Educational and Cultural
Center is excited to announce that the building will be opening
its doors to our Programs, and visitors with planned events
after Labor Day!
We will strive to maintain a safe environment for all who enter
and will be abiding by the recommendations of the Center for Disease Control,
Pennsylvania and Montgomery County guidelines. We invite you to read the COVID-19
guidance issued by Montgomery County: COVID-19 Guidance | Montgomery County, PA
- Official Website (montcopa.org)
We want you to be aware and familiar with some returning procedures and
policies of the UECC. After a year-long pandemic, we strive to do what is best for our
entire Ukrainian community in accordance with current CDC and State Health
Department rules and guidance. We’ve placed new Covid-19 Health and Safety
Procedures on our website at: www.ueccphila.org.
Here are a few points from the website that you should know:
Covid-19 Related UECC Standards for the Fall 2021:
· The UECC recommends that all visitors, vaccinated or unvaccinated, wear a mask in
the building.
· Wearing masks means that both your mouth and nose are covered.
· Anyone with a temperature reading greater than 100.4 degrees is expected to NOT
enter the building.
· Frequently sanitize hands by washing for 20 seconds, and/or use sanitizing wipes,
and/or hand sanitizer. Hand sanitizer stations are available in the facility.
· Report immediately any health issues that may indicate exposure to and/or illness
from COVID-19 to the Montgomery County Health Department and the
organization/group you were visiting.
· Respond reasonably to the UECC or it’s organization tenants’ requests for information
that can assist in identifying individuals who may have been exposed to COVID-19.
· Adhere to quarantine guidelines and practices as directed by the CDC.
The Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center reserves the right to change
these standards as deemed necessary, based upon guidance from the CDC, State,
and County health officials.
Organization Guidelines
Please be aware that these guidelines are for entering and using the UECC, and that
your organization may require you to follow a stricter policy as they deem necessary
for the safety of their members and staff. We ask that you adhere to both UECC and
Organization protocols and use common sense for the safety of everyone around you.
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Please keep in mind, there are many individuals that have not yet been vaccinated (this
includes our children and older individuals), as well as those who have gotten the
vaccine and are immunocompromised. This is our community Center and our hope is
that everyone feels safe when visiting and conducting their business here.
Thank you for your consideration. The administration of the UECC will continue making
the safety of those who use our Center its priority.
The UECC Covid-19 Reopening Committee
Approved by the Board 8/17/21.
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With great pleasure, we inform you that on October 9, 2021, the first in the United
States of America traditional charity Lviv folk ball "Perelaz" will take place in
support of the Ukrainian Catholic University!
We observe that the pandemic situation is improving. Vaccination is gaining
momentum. Therefore we believe that we will be able to gather - in joy, good
mood and with gratitude to God for the opportunity to be together!
The event will take place in Mykhailivka at 1013 Fox Chase Road, Jenkintown, PA
19046
Let's prepare and iron our best embroidered shirts!
Detailed information coming soon!
P.S. The event will take place in compliance with all necessary safety measures.
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