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The Way Newsletter 

December 16, 2021 
A Festive Day at the Cathedral: Anniversaries and a Diaconal 

Ordination 
 

The Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in 
Philadelphia marked several important events on 
December 12. First it was praznyk, the liturgical Feast of 
the Immaculate Conception of the Theotokos, but there 
were also two milestones. It was the 55th anniversary of 
the Cathedral’s consecration and the 135th anniversary 
of the parish community. Finally, Andriy Rubel, who 
arrived in May to serve in the Archeparchy at the 

invitation of Metropolitan Borys Gudziak, was ordained to the deaconate. 
Fr. Roman Pitula, the Cathedral’s pastor; Fr. Roman 
Oliynyk; Fr. Andriy Chornopysky; Fr. Ostap 
Mykytchyn; Deacon Volodymyr Radko; and a special 
guest, Fr. Orest Rubel concelebrated the Liturgy 
which was presided over by the Metropolitan. Fr. 
Orest Rubel is Deacon Andriy’s father, he has been a 
priest of the Eparchy of Sokal-Zhovkva for 30 years. 
 
In his sermon Metropolitan Borys, assisted by 
Yurchyk Pitula, stressed the importance of the 
Immaculate Conception. “As we prepare for Christmas, we focus our attention on God 
becoming human. Motherhood is something sacred, and every woman who gives birth 
to a child is called to the great heights of this task. Yet the One who bore God was 
preserved from all sin,” said the Archbishop. 
He explained that original sin may be metaphorically described as “a big grab,” while 
the soul is intended by God to be purely giving rather than grabbing. “Mary was 
conceived in her mother’s womb through the love of Joachim and Ann but without 
original sin–a tendency to grab, to take, to reap away, to conceal, to hold, to be jealous, 
to conquer, to plunder.” 
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“May this feast of the Immaculate Conception of 
the Mother of God–who brought the Son of God 
into this world–give us new creativity and new 
strength to carry Christ into this world wherever 
we are in true peace and in real joy. We have our 
limitations, our sinfulness, but we also have our 
ability to proclaim the Gospel and do good. 
Today’s feast would not be complete if you and I 
did not stand together in our God-bearing 
ability, in our ability to carry Christ into the 

world,” said the Metropolitan. 
Pastor Fr. Roman Pitula thanked all the parishioners who have contributed to the 
construction and development of the parish for the last 135 years. “I hope that the 
Cathedral, which is a central shrine for Ukrainian Catholics in America, will exist for 
decades and centuries, and that future generations will also pray for us,” he said. 
The diaconal ordination took place towards the end of the Liturgy, before Communion. 
Metropolitan Borys happily shared the following with those gathered, “Today we have 
a great joy: our eparchy receives a new deacon who wants to give his life to God and His 
people. Andriy Rubel and his wife Halyna have made a profound decision to give 
themselves to the service of the Church.” 
Andriy Rubel’s father, Fr. Orest, held a cross and a trikirion in his hands as he led his 
son through the royal gates, saying: “By the will of God and the work of the Most Holy 
and life-giving Spirit, and with the blessing of our Most Reverend Metropolitan Borys, 
the devout Subdeacon Andriy is being elevated to the diaconate.” 
While priests sang O Holy Martyrs, Subdeacon Andriy walked around the altar three 
times and kissed its four corners. He then knelt before the altar while Metropolitan 
Borys laid his hands upon him, thus ordaining him to the rank of deacon. The laying on 
of hands is among the most ancient practices of the faith. 
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After the ordination prayers, the priests and faithful repeatedly proclaimed “Axios,” 
which means “worthy,” while Metropolitan Borys presented Deacon Andriy with an 
oration, armbands, a censer, a ripidion, and the Gospel book. 
Following the Liturgy Archbishop Borys introduced the newly ordained deacon’s wife, 
Halyna, who has completed higher theological studies and works as 
a videographer and photographer for the Archeparchy. “It is not 
easy to be the wife of a priest. At least 60% of the fruitfulness of a 
married priest depends on his wife, so today we also pray for you,” 
said the Metropolitan. He also thanked Bishop Mykhailo Koltun of 
Sokal-Zhovkva, who allowed a seminarian from his eparchy to 
serve in the United States and become part of the Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia. 
There was a parish concert after the Liturgy during which St. 
Nicholas visited the children of the parish. 
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We sincerely congratulate Bishop Andriy Rabiy on the 20th 
anniversary of his priestly ordinations. 

 
20 years ago, on December 19 (the feast of St. Nicholas according to the 

Julian calendar) Bishop Andriy Rabiy was ordained to the 
priesthood at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary in Philadelphia. 
 

May the Lord generously bless you for fruitful service! 
 

Mnohaya lita! 
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Christmas Liturgies Schedule (being updated) 

St. Nicholas Church – Wilmington, DE 
Christmas Eve, Friday, December 24th  

9:00pm Great Compline (Bilingual with Live Stream) 

9:30pm Divine Liturgy (English with Live Stream) 

Christmas Day, Saturday, December 25th  

10:00am Divine Liturgy (Ukrainian with Live Stream) 

Sunday after Christmas, December 26th  

10:00am Divine Liturgy (Bilingual with Live Stream) 

Monday, December 27th  

10:00am Divine Liturgy (Bilingual with Live Stream) 

*** 

Ukrainian Catholic National Shrine of the Holy Family – 
Washington, DC 
Christmas Eve, Friday, December 24th  

4:30pm Children’s Divine Liturgy (English with Live Stream) 

10:00pm Divine Liturgy (Bilingual with Live Stream) 

Christmas Day, Saturday, December 25th  

10:30am Divine Liturgy (Ukrainian with Live Stream) 

*** 
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Saint Basil Church – Chesapeake City, MD 
Christmas Eve, Friday, December 24th  

4:00pm Great Compline 

4:30pm Divine Liturgy 

Sunday after Christmas, December 26th  

4:00pm Divine Liturgy 

*** 

St. Vladimir Church – Elizabeth, NJ 
Christmas Eve, Friday, December 24th  

8:00pm Great Compline “God is with us” 

9:00pm Divine Liturgy 

Christmas Day, Saturday, December 25th  

10:00am Divine Liturgy  

4:00pm Sunday’s Liturgy 

Sunday after Christmas, December 26th  

10:00am Divine Liturgy 

Monday, December 27th  

9:00am Divine Liturgy  

*** 

St. John the Baptist – Newark, NJ 
Christmas Eve, Friday, December 24th  

4:00pm Divine Liturgy (English) 

10:00pm Great Compline with Lytiya, Caroling  

11:00pm Divine Liturgy (Ukrainian) 

Christmas Day, Saturday, December 25th  

8:30am Divine Liturgy (English) 

10:00am Divine Liturgy (Ukrainian) 

Sunday after Christmas, December 26th  

8:30am Divine Liturgy (English) 

10:00am Divine Liturgy (Ukrainian) 

Monday, December 27th  

9:00am Divine Liturgy (Ukrainian) 

Christmas Day (Julian Calendar), Friday, January 7th  

9:00am Divine Liturgy 

7:00pm Divine Liturgy 

*** 
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St. Nicholas Church – Passaic, NJ 
Christmas Eve, Friday, December 24th  

10:00pm Great Compline (Bilingual) 

10:30pm Divine Liturgy (Bilingual) 

Christmas Day, Saturday, December 25th  

9:00am Divine Liturgy (Bilingual) 

5:00pm Divine Liturgy  

Sunday after Christmas, December 26th  

8:30am Divine Liturgy (English) 

10:30am Divine Liturgy (Ukrainian) 

*** 

Assumption Catholic Church – Perth Amboy, NJ 
Christmas Eve, Friday, December 24th  

4:00pm Children’s Divine Liturgy (English) 

10:30pm Great Compline (English) 

11:00pm Divine Liturgy (English) 

Christmas Day, Saturday, December 25th  

9:00am Divine Liturgy (Ukrainian) 

11:30am Divine Liturgy (English) 

Sunday after Christmas, December 26th  

9:00am Divine Liturgy (Ukrainian) 

11:30am Divine Liturgy (English) 

*** 

Saint John the Baptist Church – Whippany, NJ 
Christmas Eve, Friday, December 24th  

9:15pm Great Compline (Bilingual) 

10:00pm Divine Liturgy (Bilingual) 

Christmas Day, Saturday, December 25th  

8:00am Divine Liturgy (English) 

10:00am Divine Liturgy (Ukrainian with Live Stream) 

Sunday after Christmas, December 26th  

8:45am Divine Liturgy (Ukrainian) 

11:00am Divine Liturgy (Bilingual with Live Stream) 

Monday, December 27th  

9:00am Divine Liturgy  

*** 
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Presentation of Our Lord – Landsdale, PA 
Christmas Eve, Friday, December 24th  

7:00pm Matins & Christmas Divine Liturgy 

Christmas Day, Saturday, December 25th  

11:30am Divine Liturgy  

Sunday after Christmas, December 26th  

11:30am Divine Liturgy 

*** 

St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church– 
Northampton, PA 
Christmas Eve, Friday, December 24th  

9:00pm Divine Liturgy (English) 

Christmas Day, Saturday, December 25th  

9:00am Divine Liturgy (English) 

Sunday after Christmas, December 26th  

9:00am Divine Liturgy (English) 

Monday, December 27th  

8:30am Divine Liturgy (English) 

*** 

Christ the King – Philadelphia, PA 
Christmas Day, Saturday, December 25th  

8:00am Great Compline and Divine Liturgy 

5:00pm Divine Liturgy 

Sunday after Christmas, December 26th  

9:00am Divine Liturgy  

Monday, December 27th  

9:00am Divine Liturgy 

Christmas Day (Julian Calendar), Friday, January 7th  

9:00am Festive Divine Liturgy 

*** 

Nativity of the Blessed Mother Church – Reading, PA 
Christmas Eve, Friday, December 24th  

9:00pm Great Compline 

9:45pm Divine Liturgy 

Christmas Day, Saturday, December 25th  

9:30am Divine Liturgy 
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5:00pm Divine Liturgy 

Sunday after Christmas, December 26th  

9:00am Divine Liturgy  

10:30am Divine Liturgy 

Monday, December 27th  

9:00am Divine Liturgy 

*** 

St. Michael the Archangel – Shenandoah, PA 
Christmas Eve, Friday, December 24th  

3:30pm Divine Liturgy 

Christmas Day, Saturday, December 25th  

10:00am Divine Liturgy 

*** 

St. Nicholas the Wonderworker – St. Clair, PA 
Christmas Eve, Friday, December 24th  

8:00pm Compline and Divine Liturgy 

*** 

Holy Myrrhbearers – Swathmore, PA 
Christmas Eve, Friday, December 24th  

4:30pm Compline 

5:00pm Divine Liturgy 

Christmas Day, Saturday, December 25th  

10:00am Divine Liturgy  

No evening Liturgy 

Sunday after Christmas, December 26th  

10:00am Divine Liturgy 

*** 

St. Anne’s Ukrainian Catholic Church – Warrington, PA 
Christmas Eve, Friday, December 24th  

4:00pm Children’s Divine Liturgy 

10:00pm Matins & Christmas Divine Liturgy 

Christmas Day, Saturday, December 25th  

9:00am Divine Liturgy  

Sunday after Christmas, December 26th  

7:30am Divine Liturgy (Ukrainian) 
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9:00am Divine Liturgy (Bilingual) 

Monday, December 27th  

9:00am Divine Liturgy  

*** 

Saints Joachim and Anna Ukrainian Catholic Church – 
Front Royal, VA 
Christmas Day, Saturday, December 25th  

10:30am Divine Liturgy (English with Live Stream) 

*** 

Saint Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Church — Trenton, NJ  
December 24, 2021 – Christmas Eve    

9:00 PM – Great Compline; 

10:00 PM – Christmas Divine Liturgy 

December 25, 2021 – Christmas Day 

9:00 AM – Christmas Divine Liturgy 

11:00 AM – Christmas Divine Liturgy – Livestreaming: 

https://youtube.com/channel/UCkcshvYOnqfOUGww9prZ0Fg 

December 26, 2021 – Synaxis of the Mother of God 

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy and 10:30 PM – Divine Liturgy – Livestreaming 

December 27, 2021 – St. Stephen the Protomartyr 

7:00 PM – Divine Liturgy 
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Archeparchy News 
 

Metropolitan Borys and Delegates of the Archeparchy of Philadelphia 
Participate in Ukrainian Catholic Church Forum Session 

On Saturday, December 11th, 
Metropolitan Borys along with 
delegates from the Archeparchy 
participated in the online forum 
that reunited the clergy and the 
faithful of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church across the world. This 
forum is part of the preparatory 
stage of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church Sobor that will be held in 
the near future. The first session of 
the online forum was on October 
30, 2021. 

After a presentation by Bishop 
Bohdan Danylo, St Josaphat 

Eparchy, Parma, OH, on the current situation regarding family life, focusing on the impact 
of the Covid pandemic, Metropolitan Borys Gudziak summarized the pastoral letter of the 
Synod of the Bishop “The Hope to Which the Lord Calls Us”. This letter presents the vision 
of the 2030 plan for the entire Ukrainian Catholic Church. Based on 2020 pastoral 
plan, The Vibrant Parish, this letter focuses on pastoral conversion and the Christian family. 

Afterward, the whole Church had the opportunity to get to know the challenges and 
blessings of the exarchates in Eastern and Central Ukraine, as well as the parts of the world 
where there are Ukrainian parishes, but there is no Ukrainian bishop, such as Spain, 
Austria, Greece, United Arab Emirates, etc. 

The delegates of the Archeparchy for the online forum were Fr. Ivan Turyk, Fr. Taras 
Svirchuk, CSsR, Sister Theodora Kopyn, OSBM, and Sofia Zacharczuk. All bishops of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church participate in the Forum as well. 

 

 

Contemporary icon exhibit on display at the Ukrainian 
Educational and Cultural Center in Jenkintown 

On Thursday, December 9, the Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center (UECC) in 
Jenkintown together with the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia presented to 
a broader public a modern icon exhibit that had been specially put together by the 
ICONART Gallery of Contemporary Sacred Art in Lviv and has been on display in the 
residence of the Metropolitan-Archbishop on Franklin Street. 

Natalie A. Firko, president of the UECC, welcomed the guests of the exhibit and expressed 
hope that UECC and the Archeparchy would continue working together  to organize similar 
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events. The next such event will take place on 
Saturday, December 18th at 4pm at the 
UECC. Archbishop Borys Gudziak and Maryana 
Karapinka will introduce a Ukrainian 
translation of the book of renowned spiritual 
author, father Henry Nouwen. 

The modern icon exhibit was opened in the 
newly renovated “Cheremosh room” of the the 
Ukrainian Educational and Cultural 
Center. Sofia Zacharczuk, chief of staff of the 
Archeparchy of Philadelphia 
chancery, introduced the project. Archbishop 

Borys Gudziak briefly explained the background and the recent history of Ukrainian 
iconography. 

“Any kind of religious expression in Ukraine was impossible for decades, religious art and 
iconography has almost died. Before your eyes you have the first generation of 
iconographers and artists who are trying to express themselves through spiritual and 
religious topics. They are distinctively Ukrainian and come out of the tradition but they are 
also to the core contemporary”, noted Archbishop Borys. 

 

He briefly introduced the ICONART gallery in Lviv which arranged the exhibit and its 
initiator Kostyantyn Shumsky. “Kostyantyn was a student in the Executive MBA program 
at the Ukrainian Catholic University, and for his graduation project, he designed a business 
plan for a gallery which is now known as ICONART”. 

During his years in the Paris eparchy, Archbishop Borys started inviting artists from 
ICONART to exhibit their works. That gave the artists exposure and the Ukrainian 
community in France had an opportunity to see something new. 

The Archbishop also announced the project with another icon painting school “Radruzh” 
which is planned for the next year. 
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St. Nicholas came to the children of our Archeparchy (updated) 

St. Nicholas came to the children of our Archeparchy this year as always. All were 
delighted. Many thanks to those who fulfilled the mission, and we encourage you to 

continue until December 19 because Saint Nicholas is not bound by time!  

The St Nicholas visit at SS Joachim and Anna Ukrainian Catholic Church in Front Royal, 
Virginia, on Saturday, Dec 11, following the Divine Liturgy of the Sunday of the Holy 
Forefathers 

 

On Sunday December 5th, 2021, the St. Nicholas parish in Great Meadows was honored with 
a visit from our patron Saint, St. Nicholas, who came to greet the parishioners and to hand 
out gifts to the children.  The parishioners anticipated his arrival and had prepared a buffet 
dinner with a magnificent stage show.  Father Wasyl Kharuk first greeted the parishioners 
with kind words and provided a brief background on St. Nicholas before leading everyone 
in prayer.  The children sang songs and recited poetry and sang the traditional “Oy Khto, 
Khto, Mykolaya Lyubyt” to encourage St. Nicholas to enter the hall.  St. Nicholas joyously 
welcomed everyone and gladly presented the children with their well-deserved gifts.  The 
event was well attended with plenty of scrumptious food, great conversations, and 
impromptu singing! — St. Nicholas, please pray for us! 
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St. Nicholas Church in Wilmington, Delaware celebrated the patron feast day on December 
5  with parish dinner. Also, St. Nicholas came and visited  our children of the parish with 
gifts 

Assumption of the BVM Catholic School in Perth Amboy, NJ welcomed St. Nicholas 

The day’s festivities started with a wonderful performance by the Junior Drama group, 
directed by Mrs. Lawrence.  At the play’s conclusion, the students welcomed St. Nicholas to 
ACS by singing the traditional St. Nicholas Song.  After being welcomed by the school’s 
principal, St, Nicholas greeted students and staff with gifts.  As St. Nicholas was departing 
for his next destination, the students returned to their classrooms thankful for their gifts. 

 

St. Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic Church in Baltimore, MD was blessed with a visit from St. 
Nicholas and his helpful angel. 
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More than fifty children and their families met at Assumption Church in Perth Amboy for a 
special visit from St. Nicholas. The children recited poems and sang songs to greet him. 
Eventually they were all rewarded with gifts. Profound gratitude must be expressed to the 
Holy Name Society for sponsoring the event. Thank you all for being part of this 
celebration which brought us together to honor the saint of our childhood! 
 

 

 
 

*** 

Last Sunday more than one hundred parishioners and guests of Holy Myrrh-Bearers 
Church in Swarthmore participated in the annual St. Nicholas celebration. A sumptuous 
dinner of traditional Ukrainian food was served including kielbasa, sauerkraut, pyrohy, 
ham, halushky, and halupky. Following dinner, guest speaker Brother Dominic Whetzel 
from the Order of the BVM of Mercy talked about his experience with Christmas and how it 
differs from today. When Brother Dominic finished his speech, St. Nicholas arrived to greet 
everyone and distribute gifts to the children. The raffling of gift baskets is the highlight of 
the annual event, and this year’s selection did not disappoint. There were twenty different 

baskets filled with gifts of many 
kinds. Closing the day’s 
festivities, Archpriest Fr. Daniel 
Troyan led the crowd in singing 
the traditional Ukrainian carol 
“Those Who Love St. Nicholas” 
in both English and Ukrainian. 
(Report and photos by Walter 
Wolansky) 

 

http://ukrarcheparchy.us/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Turyk2.jpg
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On his Facebook page, Rev. Daniel Troyan said: “A wonderful St. Nicholas Dinner with 114 
guests to celebrate the joy of this season. Special thanks to all who attended, prepared the 
food, decorated the social hall and prepared the gifts for the children! A very special and 
joy filled way to honor our Lord through his beloved St Nicolas!” 
 

***  

St Stephen UCC in Toms River, NJ celebrated St Nicholas Day with children of the parish on 
Sunday, December 12, 2021. The Rev. Volodymyr Popyk so thankful to children of parish 
for their visit of church and study the Ukrainian language at parish Ukrainian School. 

 

*** 

For 110 years St. Nicholas Church in Passaic has celebrated the feast of its patron saint. 
This year the faithful were delighted to come together for Divine Liturgy to give thanks for 
the many blessings received. Fr. Taras Svirchuk, CSsR from St. John the Baptist parish in 
Newark was the guest homilist. The faithful were joined by the Sisters Servants of Mary 
Immaculate (SSMI). 
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All were invited to the church hall at the conclusion of the service to savor a delicious 
dinner prepared by Mish Mash Caterers. 

*** 

With special joy and gifts St. Nicholas visited the children and faithful of Washington’s Holy 
Family Parish. 

 

http://ukrarcheparchy.us/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Dudkevych5.jpg
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*** 

Children from Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary in Melrose Park were also visited 
by St. Nicholas. To them he gave gifts and to the audience a lot of joy and love. 

 
 

*** 

On Sunday, December 5 the children of St. 
Michael’s in Pottstown received a special 
visitation from St. Nicholas! They would like to 
thank Rev. Ihor Royik and everyone else who 
made this a very special day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://ukrarcheparchy.us/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/2Bloshchynskiy4.jpg
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*** 

On Monday, Dec. 6th, St. Nicholas made a very special visit to the students of St. Nicholas 
School in Minersville, PA.  He arrived as the students, teachers, staff and Fr. Mark Fesniak 
gathered in the hallway of the school singing, “О хто, хто” to welcome him. St. Nicholas 
walked through the hall, greeting the students and then met each student, taking pictures 
with them and giving each an orange and a chocolate coin. 

 

Once again this year, the students of St. Nicholas School, Minersville, PA, donated toys for 
those less fortunate. Following the example of St. Nicholas, students collected more than 9 
bags of new toys that were donated to the Toys for Tots Program.  The students have been 
participating in the Toys for Tots Program for a number of years. Every year our students 
and their families have been very generous in their giving. 

During the Christmas fast Metropolitan Borys Gudziak has been sharing videos on 
Facebook. One of the tasks he suggests is to find out who St. Nicholas and Santa Claus are. 
If you missed this we suggest you continue reading. 

St. Nicholas of Myra was an early Christian bishop of Greek descent from the maritime city 
of Myra in Asia Minor. In one of the earliest attested and most famous incidents from his 
life, he is said to have rescued three girls from being forced into prostitution. St. Nicholas 
dropped three sacks of gold coins through the window of their house on three consecutive 
nights so their father could afford a dowry for each. Other early stories describe him 
calming a storm at sea, saving three innocent soldiers from wrongful execution, and 
chopping down a tree possessed by a demon. St. Nicholas Day was banned in Ukraine 
along with Christmas during Soviet rule. It was only revived at the time of independence. 

Santa Claus is a legendary character based on several traditions. These include the 
historical St. Nicholas, the English figure of Father Christmas, and the Dutch figure of 
Sinterklaas. The Santa we know today became popular in the United States and Canada in 
the 19th century. This was largely due to the 1823 poem, A Visit from St. Nicholas. The 

http://ukrarcheparchy.us/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Screenshot-2021-12-09-at-09.23.16.png
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caricaturist and political cartoonist Thomas Nast also played a role in the creation of 
Santa’s image. This image has been maintained and reinforced through songs, radio, 
television, children’s books, family Christmas traditions, films, and advertising. 

Santa is generally depicted as a portly, jolly, white-bearded man. He is often bespectacled 
and wears a red coat with a white fur collar and cuffs along with a black leather belt and 
boots. He carries a bag full of gifts and is commonly portrayed as laughing in a way that 
sounds like “ho ho ho.” Santa is said to bring gifts on Christmas Eve to well-behaved 
children and coal to naughty children. He is assisted by elves who make toys in his 
workshop at the North Pole as well as flying reindeer that pull his sleigh through the air. 

 

 

 

 
On Tuesday, December 14th, Metropolitan Borys Gudziak has met a delegation of 
VOC - Victims of Communism Foundation: the Honorable Don Ritter, member of 
the Board, Marta Fedoriw, VOC, advisor, and Ulana Mazurkevich, Human Rights 

for Ukraine, president 
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The Chief Editor of Svoboda and Ukrainian Weekly Meeting with Metropolitan Borys 

 
On Friday, December 10th, Andrew Nynka, the new chief-editor of Svoboda and Ukrainian Weekly met 
with Metropolitan Borys. After the private meeting, Mr. Nynka met with the chancery stuff during 
lunch to present the oldest Ukrainian newspapers in the United States and to share his vision on life 
and challenges of the Ukrainian community in the United States. Another topic discussed was the 
collaboration with Svoboda, Weeklyand The Way. 
The staff of the communication office of the Archeparchy of Philadelphia previously visited the main 
office of the UNA, Svoboda and Ukrainian Weekly on June 28, 2021. 
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Photo-exhibit on Construction of Immaculate Conception Cathedral in 

Metropolitan Residence 
 

On Tuesday, December 9th, in the residence of the Metropolitan, a photo exhibit was 
open to honor the 55th anniversary of the consecration of the Immaculate Conception 

Cathedral. The series of pictures present the stages of the building of the Ukrainian 
Golden-dome Church in Philadelphia from the initial planning and drafts to its 

consecration on October 16, 1966 by Metropolitan Ambrose Senyshyn. 

 

 

 

 
2021 Above the Line Charitable Donations  
  

Remember your parish or the Archeparchy with an additional donation prior to 
December 31, 2021 for an additional tax deduction.  During the pandemic lawmakers 
enacted an “above the line“ deduction to offer more tax rewards for charitable 
donations.   Individuals who take the standard deduction on their 1040 form for their 
Federal taxes can also claim an additional deduction of up to $300 for cash donations to 
nonprofit charities during 2021.  Married couples filing jointly and not itemizing their 
deductions can claim up to $600.  Your contribution can help the church, the 
Archeparchy and trim your tax liability.  Donations must be received by December 31, 
2021 
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Parish News 
 

 
Repairs at Holy Ghost Ukrainian Catholic Church in West Easton, PA. were recently completed. Special 
thanks to Tiedemann Church Restoration for their work to the church ceiling, which was damaged by 
water. The ceiling looks brand new! Below is a nighttime photo of our church for your viewing 
pleasure. 
 

 
The new officers of the St. Ann Society have started assisting at Assumption of the BVM Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Perth Amboy, NJ. May the Blessed Mother and St. Ann bless and guide them in their 
new roles. We also thank our most recent President, Melanie Fedynychyn, and the officers for their 
time, service, and dedication to the parish community.   
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“…Faith, if it has no works, is dead in itself.… I will show you my faith by my works.”  Jacob 2:17 
Our Ukrainian people know all too well what it is to be hungry and poor. On this cold and wet Sunday 
after Thanksgiving, St. Nicholas parish volunteers, under the direction of Fr. Andriy Dudkevych, 
pastor, joined in preparing meals-to-go tote bags for the homeless and poor that inhabit the city 
streets very near St. Nicholas Church – Passaic. 
The hot meal (pre-packaged entree and vegetable) prepared by Myhailo & Mariya Voytsitskyy of Mish 
Mash Caterers was enhanced by a beverage, fruit, and sweets supplied by the parish and the St. 
Nicholas Chapter- LUC. After Divine Liturgy volunteers distributed the meals and cups of hot tea, 
engaged the homeless in conversation with a kind word and a blessing from Fr. Andriy. Pope Francis 
reminds us “do not become indifferent to the poor or marginalize them”. Almsgiving is occasional, 
mutual sharing is enduring. This act of charity calls to mind the Holodomor of decades ago when 
Ukrainians endured hunger and poverty. Many perished through the cruelty of Stalin. And the World 
stood by, unaware.  
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Parish Praznyk Celebration in Passaic, NJ  
 
Fr. Andriy Dudkevych, pastor, took the opportunity to acknowledge several parish 
organizations for their commitment to and support of our parish and parish activities 
throughout the year. Receiving the coveted Hramota (Certificate of Appreciation) 
were: Mish Mash Caterers, New Ukrainian Wave-Passaic, and the St. Nicholas Chapter 
of the League of Ukrainian Catholics. 
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Church News 

Pope on Ukraine: Resolve tensions with dialogue, not arms 

 

Pope Francis prays that this Christmas might bring peace to Ukraine, and calls on the 
international community to resolve tensions through dialogue. 

By Vatican News staff reporter 

Pope Francis prayed for “beloved Ukraine,” for its churches, religious communities, and 
people, in remarks at the conclusion of the Angelus on Sunday. 

The Holy Father urged the international community to resolve tensions in Ukraine 
through "serious" dialogue “and not with arms,” saying he was saddened to hear that in 
the past year, more weapons had been produced by arms dealers than the year before. 
“Arms are not the way,” he said, before adding his hope that this Christmas “might 
bring Ukraine peace.” 

Russian troops massing at border 

Ukraine has accused Russia of massing tens of thousands of troops along their common 
border in preparation for a possible large-scale military offensive. Russia has denied 
planning an attack, and claims it needs security guarantees for its own. 

Western nations warn of consequences 

Internationally, finance ministers from the so-called “Group of Seven” richest 
democracies on Saturday warned of dire economic consequences for any attack by 
Russia on Ukraine, and called for Moscow to return to the negotiating table. 

Also on Saturday, United States President Joe Biden said he told Russian President 
Vladimir Putin that Russia would pay "a terrible price" and face devastating economic 
consequences if it invaded Ukraine. “I made it absolutely clear to President Putin … that 
if he moves on Ukraine, the economic consequences for his economy are going to be 
devastating, devastating,” he said. 

 

 

Our Church has grown before the eyes of the whole world, - 
Head of the UGCC in Ivano-Frankivsk 
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The Father and Head of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church His Beatitude Sviatoslav 
headed the solemn Hierarchical Divine Liturgy in the Cathedral of the Resurrection of 
Christ in IvanoFrankivsk on the occasion of the tenth anniversary of the creation of 
Ivano-Frankivsk Metropoly of the UGCC. As time goes by we will understand more 
deeply what happened ten years ago. 

We begin to realize that ten 
years ago in Ukraine there 
was only one metropoly 
founded by its first 
metropolitans. That only 
metropoly under the 
leadership of Metropolitan 
Mykhailo Rohoza 425 years 
ago restored communion 
with the Holy See. And this 
only metropoly called 
KievGalician, gave birth to 
three new. His Beatitude 

Sviatoslav said that here, in Ivano-Frankivsk, Metropolitan Cathedral was established, 
which unites today three dioceses: Ivano-Frankivsk Archdiocese, Kolomyia and 
Chernivtsi diocese. The Head of the UGCC congratulated the first metropolitan in the 
history of Ivano-Frankivsk, who had the honor to be introduced to this throne ten years 
ago - Bishop Metropolitan Volodymyr Viytyshyn. “In the traits of his character, his 
meekness, one can see certain features of the apostle Andrew. Bishop never seeks fame 
or benefits. 

It is not the way he wants to introduce himself to a modern man as with Christ, whom 
he found during the persecution of our Church” , the Head of the Church said. According 
to him, this archdiocese and metropoly was born through labor, witness, even the 
confession and martyrs and the holy ascetics of our Church. The Head of the Church 
thanked the bishops and all the clergy for convening the Metropolitan Synods.and 
asked everyone to feel responsibility for their metropoly. 

The UGCC Department for Information 

 

His Beatitude Sviatoslav expressed his condolences to the 
faithful of Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of New Westminster who 

suffered from natural disaster and assured in prayer and 
support 
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His Beatitude Sviatoslav, the Father and 
Head of the UGCC is praying for clergy, 
monks and laypeople of New 
Westminster eparchy and all who 
suffered from torrential rains, floods and 
landslides in British Columbia and 
western Canada. The Head of the UGCC 
writes about it in his letter to the most 
Reverend David Motiuk, apostolic 
administrator of New Westminster 
eparchy. 

The letter states that over the last few 
weeks we could see the news with images of the devastating effect on the lives of many 
people in British Columbia caused by recent torrential rains, floods and landslides. 

“Having seen the images of the floods in the Fraser Valley, I recalled my own journeys 
from Vancouver to Kelowna through that very same area and over Coquihalla highway 
in August 2012. I was fascinated by astonishing natural beauty of British Columbia with 
its farmlands and majesty of the mountains. Today I am especially bonding with those 
who are suffering are suffering today because of magnitude of this past summer’s forest 
fires and now followed with the destruction from the recent floods”. 

In the letter, His Beatitude Sviatoslav is asking Bishop David to convey to the clergy, 
monks and laypeople that among ongoing challenges brought on by COVID-19 and 
necessity of renewing homes, infrastructures in the cold winter weather, he is praying 
to our Lord to send them and people of British Columbia His comfort and grace. 

The UGCC Department for Information 

 

 

Pope prays for victims of Haiti fuel tanker explosion 

 

Pope Francis prays for the victims of a fuel tanker explosion in northern Haiti on 
Monday, which killed at least 60 people and injured dozens of others. 

By Benedict Mayaki, SJ 
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A fuel tanker explosion in northern Haiti killed at least 60 people and injured dozens of 
others on Monday.  

During the General Audience on Wednesday, Pope Francis prayed for the victims and 
their families. 

“In the past hours, there has been a devastating explosion at Cap-Haïtien in northern 
Haiti in which many people lost their lives, including many children,” the Pope said in 
his appeal to the Italian-speaking faithful. 

“Let us pray, let us pray for Haiti. They are good people, religious people, but they are 
suffering so much.” 

The Holy Father expressed his closeness to the people of the city, as well as the families 
of the victims and the injured, and invited the faithful to “join in prayers for these 
brothers and sisters of ours who are so sorely tried.” 

Deadly explosion 

Haitian authorities said that the explosion occurred after a fuel tanker overturned and 
exploded late on Monday in the Caribbean nation’s second-largest city, Cap-Haitien. 

Several sources put the death toll at above 60 persons, but the number is expected to 
rise as local authorities say that rescue operations are still underway. Many of the 
wounded have been taken to nearby hospitals, which are already overwhelmed. 

The explosion also caused extensive damage to the city, impacting dozens of houses in 
the vicinity of the blast 

The Haitian government has declared three days of national mourning in memory of 
the victims of the deadly explosion. 

Haiti 

This latest incident comes as Haiti is experiencing a severe fuel shortage amid its 
significant economic and political crises in the wake of the assassination of President 
Jovenel Moïse in July. 

The country is still struggling to recover from a 7.2-magnitude earthquake that struck 
in mid-August, which killed thousands of people. 
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God entrust every Christian mission to be neighbor and treat 
the wounded within His Church, - His Beatitude Sviatoslav 

The first who is close to us is our God Jesus 
Christ. In the image of Good Samaritan he 
seems to be showing his divine mission for 
which He came into this world - to bring 
God's love to each person, and then pour on 
our wounds the wine and oil of God's love, 
which can heal our wounds. The Father and 
Head of the UGCC said in his homily in the 
church of the Annunciation of the Holly 
Virgin Mary at the Patriarchal House on the 
25th Sunday after Pentecost. 

In his homily, the Head of the UGCC drew attention to the parable of the Good 
Samaritan and noted that its main idea was to find an answer to the question: who is 
my neighbor? 

To be a neighbor, His Beatitude Sviatoslav emphasized, means to be able to get close 
enough to a person, so to be able to do charity, as it is mercy that makes us these 
neighbors. 

The Head of the Church also emphasized an important detail of the parable: the 
Samaritan does not leave the wounded man by the side of the road, but takes him in his 
vehicle and leads him to an inn, where he personally takes care of him. 

"What does the inn symbolize?" Who is his master? What is the mission of that? ”, the 
preacher asks. 

His Beatitude Sviatoslav noted that the Church of Christ is the place where the merciful 
Samaritan takes the wounded. "That is why each of us can see ourselves in the image of 
a wounded man whom the Lord brings to the community”. 

And the master to whom the Lord God entrusts the mission of being a neighbor and 
healing the wounded within His Church is every Christian, according to the early 
Fathers of the Church, and added that no one lacks resources to be merciful to others, 
since God left us everything we need to take care of our neighbors. 

His Beatitude Sviatoslav said that today’s word of God about gifts and mission of 
Christians in the modern world speaks to him rather special in the Church of the 
Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin at the Patriarchal House. The Head of the Church 
recalled that this church, like the whole house, was consecrated exactly four years ago 
on December 12, 2017. 

“It does serve as some kind of a check-in, where Synods of Bishops and various 
seminars take place, and during the pandemic it became a home for medicals, who used 
to live here during the observation period”, the Major Archbishop told. 

In conclusion, His Beatitude Sviatoslav called on all to show mercy to their neighbors, 
as the Lord himself does in every Divine Liturgy: “Every person needs God's mercy. 
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Therefore, in the Divine Liturgy, the Service of God, the Lord Himself comes to take care 
of us and serve us. 

The UGCC Department for Information 

 

 

Pope: Caring for people with disabilities is a ‘sharing of gifts’ 

 

Pope Francis congratulates the Seraphic 
Institute of Assisi on its 150th anniversary, 
and says their mission of caring for children 
and young people with disabilities is based 
on a mutual exchange of gifts. 

By Devin Watkins 

As the Seraphic Institute of Assisi celebrates 
the 150th anniversary of its foundation, a 

delegation of staff and students traveled from its seat in the central Italian town to meet 
with the Pope on Monday. 

Greeting the group, Pope Francis expressed his heartfelt congratulations for the 
anniversary celebrations, and thanked them for traveling to Rome, despite the 
difficulties such a journey must have imposed. 

He also recalled his 2013 meeting with the Institute during his first pilgrimage to Assisi 
and the many children who embraced him during that visit. 

“They are the center of your mission,” said the Pope on Monday, referring to the 
children and young people with physical, mental, and sensory disabilities whom the 
Institute seeks to assist and educate. 

The Seraphic Institute is a Church-run organization which offers rehabilitation, 
psychological education, and social and clinical assistance for people with disabilities. 

Bowing before wounds 

Pope Francis noted how his namesake—St. Francis of Assisi—became poor in the 
footsteps of Jesus in order to be completely with those who are counted as last in 
society. 

“He saw Jesus in people who were sick and marginalized,” said the Pope. “He bowed 
down before their wounds; he placed them at the center of society’s attention, even 
then tempted by a ‘throwaway culture’.” 

The Pope said St. Ludwig of Casoria assimilated that message like a true Franciscan, 
founding the Institute in 1871 to assist people with sight or hearing disabilities, though 
its mission has expanded to serve those with many other disabilities. 

Recognizing value and worth 
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Pope Francis applauded the spirit and dedication with which the Institute’s staff carry 
out their mission. 

“It is clear for you, as it should be for everyone, that every human person is precious 
and is endowed with a value that does not depend on what they have or their abilities,” 
he said, “but on the simple fact that they are a person: the image of God.” 

Disability or illness, added the Pope, may make life more difficult, but does not make it 
less worthy to be lived to the fullest. 

Exchanging gifts 

Society and politics, he said, should do their part to promote a world in which a person 
with disabilities is viewed “as one of us”. 

“Adopting this principle,” he said, “we realize that a person with disabilities not only 
receives, but gives as well. Caring for them is not a ‘one-way’ gesture but an exchange of 
gifts.” 

The Pope said Christians have an extra motive—in Jesus’ example—to care for those 
with disabilities, though society is no less involved in promoting them. 

He said the State has a duty to distribute funds equitably to assist institutions like the 
Seraphic and families in need. 

Loving with patience and joy 

Many of those families have turned to the Seraphic Institute for help and have come to 
consider it a family built on love, concluded the Pope. 

The love you show, he said, “knows how to see another through their eyes or gestures; 
it anticipates their needs, never gives up in the face of trials, discovers each day the 
strength to start over, and finds joy in every tiny progress made by the person being 
helped.” 
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Spirituality 

 

Sunday before the Nativity of Our Lord 
 “Do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife into 
your home. For it is through the Holy Spirit that 
this child has been conceived in Her. She will 
bear a son and you are to name Him Jesus, 
because He will save His people from their sins.” 
(Matthew 1:20-21) 
In the Gospel reading for the Sunday before the 
Nativity of Our Lord we hear of the genealogy or 
family tree of Jesus. It was foretold that the 
Messiah come be a descendant of King David and 
the genealogy attests that  Jesus is born, a 
descendant of the royal House of King David. The 
Gospel of St. Matthew refers to Jesus Christ as the 
son of David, the son of Abraham. The Evangelist 
Matthew states that “the total number of 
generations from Abraham to David is fourteen 
generations; from David to the Babylonian exile, 
fourteen generations; from the Babylonian exile 
to the Messiah, fourteen generations.” (1:17) The 

significance of the number “fourteen (14) is probably because fourteen is the numerical 
value of the Hebrew letters forming the name of David. There is a corresponding 
number to the Hebrew letters of the word “DAVID” in Hebrew. When you total the 
numerical value of the Hebrew word for David the sum or total when added equals 
fourteen. 
The genealogy includes not only men, but four women, namely, Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, 
and Bathseba. The family lineage of Jesus includes both saints and sinners. David 
himself had greviously sinned against the fifth and sixth commandments, which state 
you shall not kill and you shall not commit adultery. But David had shown great 
remorse for his sin and sought the mercy of God. Also, of the four women mentioned, 
Ruth is the only one who had lived in a righteous manner, the other three lived 
somewhat immoral lives. The weakness and sinfulness of our common humanity is well 
apparent, even in the lives of the Lord Jesus’ ancestors. The approach is honesty and 
transparency. 
The Gospel of Matthew then gives us an account of the Nativity of Our Lord God and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. The Birth of Christ fulfills the promise by God through the 
prophets. Joseph was a righteous man and was bethrothed (engaged) to Mary from 
Nazareth. In a dream an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph and relayed to him the 
news, saying: “Do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife into your home. For it is 
through the Holy Spirit that this child has been conceived in Her.” The One of Whom the 
Prophets foretold will be born. His name will be JESUS. He will save His people from 
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their sins.  He is Immanuel, God-is-with-us. When Joseph awoke from the dream, he did 
as the angel of the Lord instructed. 
The Lord God is forever faithful to His covenant, first made with Abraham, that He 
would be their God and the Israelites of the Old Testament would be His people. God 
made a promise after the fall of Adam and Eve and He kept His Promise. God Eternal, 
the Only-Begotten Son of God becomes man, one of us. This is done out of Love for us. 
The Christ-Child enters the world with a humble beginning. He is not born in a royal 
palace, but in a manger. 
His entire lifetime, the Lord showed us a path to follow, the one that leads to an eternity 
of happiness in Heaven. The Lord Jesus would later explain to His people that His 
Kingdom was not of this world, meaning bound by specific geographical boundaries or 
territories. His Kingdom is Heaven and salvation is offered to all peoples, all nations. 
However, in order to be deemed worthy of entry into Heaven, we must already here on 
earth live in and with Christ. We seek to be enlightened by His teaching, the Gospel of 
Absolute Love and Truth. We, the faithful followers of Christ,  continue His mission of 
salvation, inviting all to repent of their sins and to become perfect as Our Heavenly 
Father is perfect. We are called to become instruments of Peace and show compassion 
to others, especially the poor and those in need. 

CHRIST IS BORN GLORIFY HIM! 
Rev. D. George Worschak 
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Announcements 
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Christmas Bazaar in Perth Amboy 
 
Assumption Catholic School's Christmas Bazaar is underway and will run from 
November 30th through December 17th. We invite you to follow updates through the 
Bazaar’s Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/855615258591698/. 
 
Fr. Ivan Turyk, priest and school administrator, wrote the following on his own 
Facebook page, “I had a nice time shopping at Costco with Mrs. Milene Palhais, the FSA 
President and the board members for the Bazaar's gifts. We had the most amazing time 
and hope you will be pleased with what we got for you!” 
 
Stay tuned for some awesome prizes! 

 

 

Volunteers Are Needed! 

Our Good Samaritan Pantry needs volunteers. You can contact the Pantry by phone 
number (215) 429-0560 or by email goodsamaritan@ukrcap.org 

You can also find more information by visiting Good Samaritan Food Pantry Facebook 
Page 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/855615258591698/
mailto:goodsamaritan@ukrcap.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jdIDnXF9IuaPB_neY0bimPfUG11bK3ILd_pCKbCvcT9DLo57JmDLSKNvvUctkxMcjk6WIoIgznJthH5lJD44HWupyOK4gmBBYcGhfrY0XxlEPea7SWiRjcyLKahjG32ctx8kXXeC-7OMpn8GSp3-udk6BMRgIWZ8QmKPN9d5mk9WJ4xcKrPK4g==&c=S5Zq-v0ry1g7AbP-yS9cdgAEzuUbUXEYPcnXofEuRawAFE73MU65Bg==&ch=Y-zPfcZlX4SekOEJY1r3v9JcrSGx2gXA6ZYhkzc6nEUSj2DOT7jtcg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jdIDnXF9IuaPB_neY0bimPfUG11bK3ILd_pCKbCvcT9DLo57JmDLSKNvvUctkxMcjk6WIoIgznJthH5lJD44HWupyOK4gmBBYcGhfrY0XxlEPea7SWiRjcyLKahjG32ctx8kXXeC-7OMpn8GSp3-udk6BMRgIWZ8QmKPN9d5mk9WJ4xcKrPK4g==&c=S5Zq-v0ry1g7AbP-yS9cdgAEzuUbUXEYPcnXofEuRawAFE73MU65Bg==&ch=Y-zPfcZlX4SekOEJY1r3v9JcrSGx2gXA6ZYhkzc6nEUSj2DOT7jtcg==
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