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On August 24, Ukraine will solemnly celebrate the 30 th anniversary of its independence. There
will be various events and initiatives to mark this important milestone for the global Ukrainian
community.
The Way newsletter wishes to join with its own media project “My Independence”/ “Моя
маленька незалежність”.
Please send your texts, videos, photos and drawings of what the Ukrainian Independence
means personally to you, and we will share them in the August 20 th issue.
E-mail: theway@ukrcap.org
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Celebrations in Ukrainian Catholic Anthracite Deanery
UKRAINIAN SEMINARY DAY:
The 87th Annual Ukrainian Seminary Day will be held Sunday, July 25th at
St. Nicholas Church picnic grounds in Primrose (just outside Minersville) PA. This annual event
is sponsored by the 12 parishes and faithful of the South Anthracite Deanery under the
leadership of their pastors. Plans for the day already include a Hierarchical Divine Liturgy
celebrated by our Most Reverend Metropolitan-Archbishop Borys Gudziak with the clergy of
the deanery.
TAKE-OUT FOOD SALE will start at 1 P.M — until 5 P.M — or until we are sold out. Delicious
ethnic and regional foods: Halupki, Halushki, Pyrohy, City Chicken, Nut Roll, Poppy Seed Roll
will be prepared for sale by the parishes of the deanery. We invite everyone from near and far
to attend. Your participation is greatly desired and appreciated.
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Saturday, July 24th Archbishop Borys Gudziak will celebrate the Hierarchical Divine
Liturgy at the St. Michael’s Parish in Shenandoah, PA.
The solemn Liturgy will begin at 3:30 PM.
Address of the church: 114 South Chestnut Street, Shenandoah, PA 17976.
St. Michael’s Parish, founded by Ukrainian Catholics in 1884, is the first parish of the Greek
Catholic Rite in America.
If you cannot come in person, please join virtually. The Liturgy will be livestreamed on the
Archeparchy's Facebook page
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Archeparchy News
Ukrainian Metropolitan Participates in the Ordination and Installation of the New
Bishop of Wilmington, DE

On July 13, Metropolitan Borys Gudziak participated in the episcopal ordination and
installation of William Koenig as tenth bishop of Wilmington at Saint Elizabeth Church. The
principal consecrator was Metropolitan Archbishop of Baltimore, William Lori. Bishopemeritus of Wilmington, W. Francis Malooly and Bishop of Rockville Center, John Barres were
the co-consecrators. Archbishop Christophe Pierre, Apostolic Nuncio, Cardinal Timothy Dolan,
Archbishop of New York and newly created Cardinal Wilton Gregory, Archbishop of
Washington, DC. were present along with many bishops from the neighboring dioceses.

Dialog Photo/Don Blake
Metropolitan Borys Gudziak was accompanied by Father Volodmyr Klanichka, who is pastor at
Saint Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic parish in Wilmington, DE and serves as a chaplain at the
Christiana Hospital.
In his first words as the new bishop of Wilmington, Bishop William Koenig focused on three
emotions he experienced during the Mass of Ordination and Installation: thankfulness,
humbleness, and eagerness.
Bishop William Koenig was ordained a priest of the Diocese of Rockville Center, NY, on May 14,
1983. Among his many pastoral assignments, he held the offices of the Vocation Director,
Diocesan Director of Ministry to Priests, and lastly the Vicar for Clergy. He was appointed
Bishop by Pope Francis on April 30, 2021.
On the territory of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Wilmington, there are two Ukrainian Catholic
parishes: Saint Nicholas in Wilmington, DE and Saint Basil in Chesapeake City, MD. Rev.
Volodymyr Klanichka is pastor at these two parishes.
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Martyrdom and Miracles: Archbishop Borys Gudziak Gives a Presentation for the
Philadelphia Chapter of Legatus
On July 13, Archbishop Borys Gudziak took part
in the monthly gathering of the Philadelphia
Chapter of Legatus — an international
organization of Catholic laymen and laywomen.
The meeting started with a Divine liturgy.
Despite the fact that for many participants this
was the first experience of the Byzantine Liturgy,
they joined in singing. After the Liturgy, the
Archbishop made a presentation about the
history of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church in
the XX Century titled “Martyrdom and Miracles:
The Extraordinary Story of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church”.
In his speech he explained the context of the turmoil that the Ukrainians and other nations
under totalitarianism experienced: famines, purges, forced displacements, and religious
persecutions. “There are profound scars that remain from the fear of totalitarianism,” he said.
“We live in a time of great anxiety and fear. Many times in the Scriptures, Jesus tells us: ‘Have
no fear’ and I hope that we all can go home with hope,” stressed the Archbishop. The source of
hope, as he explained, we can find in the recent history of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church
which was illegally liquidated in 1946, existed under severe persecution in catacombs for 44
years, and was revived when the Soviet Union was collapsing.
“I have had the privilege of living through the miracle,” testified Metropolitan Borys. As a young
seminarian he studied in Rome at the Ukrainian Catholic University established by Patriarch
Josyf Slipyj, who spent 18 years in Soviet gulags and was released in 1963. Borys Gudziak was
also on the plane with His Beatitude Myroslav Ivan Lubachivsky during his historical return to
Ukraine from the exile in 1991, interpreting for the foreign journalists.
Archbishop Borys showed the statistics of how the Ukrainian Catholic Church in Ukraine was
able to re-establish and develop its structures, restore the number of the clergy and the
seminarians, and rebuild lost and ruined churches.
***
Legatus is an international organization of Catholic laymen and laywomen founded by Thomas
S. Monaghan and comprised of CEOs, Presidents, Managing Partners, Business Owners and
their spouses.
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Meeting of the Pastoral Council group of the Philadelphia Archeparchy

On July 20, the fifth meeting of the 22-member Pastoral Council of the
Philadelphia Archeparchy was held. Bohdan Danylo from the Eparchy of Parma attended as a
special guest.

During the meeting, Metropolitan Borys spoke about the ministry of the newly-arrived
missionaries and their families from Ukraine. Metropolitan Borys and Bishop Bohdan
presented the details and process of drafting the Pastoral plan of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic
Church through 2030.
Bishop Andriy Rabiy shared his experiences of the children’s camp held at St. Michael’s Parish
in Jenkintown during July. According to his observations, children should be together to form a
spiritual and emotional bond. Each day, a childrens’ Divine Liturgy was celebrated, followed by
catechism class.
The participants of the meeting also shared their experience of parish life, as well as the
challenges and opportunities since the end of the pandemic.
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Meetings at the Residence

July 22, Board of Directors
Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center

July 23, the representatives of the female prayer group "Mothers in Prayer" under the general
guidance of Lesia Muroshchuk
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Church News
Pope at Angelus: We need to develop an “ecology of the heart”

Addressing the faithful in Saint
Peter's Square for the Sunday
Angelus, Pope Francis says we
need an "ecology of the heart"
developed through "rest,
contemplation and compassion".
And the summer is a good time to
do this.
Vatican News staff writer
After a two-week absence, Pope
Francis appeared once again at
the window of the Apostolic
Palace overlooking Saint Peter’s Square for the noontime Sunday Angelus. A week ago he led
the Angelus prayer from Rome’s Gemelli Hospital, greeting crowds below from the tenth floor
balcony where he was recovering from intestinal surgery that took place a week earlier. The
Pope returned to the Vatican on Wednesday.
In his reflections before leading the recitation of the Angelus, the Pope drew from the Gospel
of the Sunday liturgy, which recounts when the Apostles return enthusiastically from their
missionary labors and Jesus invites them to “Come away by yourselves to a lonely place, and
rest a while” (Mk 6:31). Jesus offers us an important teaching here, the Pope observed, as He is
concerned about their wellbeing due to the physical or interior tiredness, even though He
rejoices on seeing their happiness over the success of their preaching.
We too can get caught up in the rush of all our activities and be focused always on doing things
and achieving results, the Pope said, and this presents a risk of thinking we are the prime
protagonists. We see this at times in the Church, he noted, where we are very busy, thinking
everything “depends on us”, but we risk overlooking Jesus. Jesus’ invitation to take time out to
rest is “not only physical rest, but also rest for the heart” he added.
To truly rest, we need to “return to the heart of things”, the Pope said, and that requires
stopping our activities and remaining in silence and prayer to help us stop focusing on all that
we have done and need to do. Jesus always served others, but each day He would “withdraw in
prayer, in silence, in intimacy with the Father”, the Pope said, and “His tender invitation – rest a
while – should accompany us.” The Pope added, let us learn how to take a break, “to turn off the
mobile phone” and look at one another, “cultivate silence, to contemplate nature, to regenerate
ourselves in dialogue with God”.
As we read further in today’s Gospel, the Pope noted, we learn that Jesus and the disciples
could not take any rest in the end, given all the crowds coming to them for help. The Lord was
moved with compassion, he said, dedicating His time to help the people. The Pope said this may
seem a contradiction, but it is not, since a heart that is not overtaken with busyiness and
focusing only on itself, is a heart that “is capable of being moved” to be being aware of others
and their wounds and needs.
“Compassion is born from contemplation”, the Pope said, and by learning to truly rest we can
be authentically compassionate. By staying close to the Lord and true to who we are, all of our
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activities and outreach will not have the better of us, the Pope said, summarizing it by saying
“We need an ‘ecology of the heart’, that is made up of rest, contemplation and compassion”.

Learn to love God and our neighbor. The one who knows how to love, knows
how to interpret, - His Beatitude Sviatoslav to youth

Today we ought to be grateful that God and the Blessed Virgin Mary have brought us to
Zarvanytsia and gave this great treasure of our personal meeting we need in order to feel
ourselves as a single family, a single community of children of God, a single Church.

The Father and Head of the UGCC
His Beatitude Sviatoslav said
while greeting youth during the
national pilgrimage to the
miraculous icon of the Mother of
God of Zarvanytsia.
The Head of the Church
encouraged pray for those who
died of the pandemic and for all
physicians who risk their lives for
saving the sick.
The Major Archbishop mentioned
that it is a big privilege for him to
socialize with young people
despite short time. He also
emphasized that this year the
Church presented youth a gift, which is a new Catechism for Youth “We follow Christ”.
Interestingly, this Catechism consists of answers to questions put by young people throughout
ten years of pilgrimages in Zarvanytsia.
“Ten years of our meetings it is ten years of listening to our youth. Ten years, during which, our
young people have always had what to say to their Church, bishops and priests”, the Head said.
At the end each participant received a unique icon to remember this meeting with His
Beatitude Sviatoslav in Zarvanytsia. This is the copy of an icon of Jesus with two stains which
the Head of the Church received on the 10 th anniversary of his installation.
As for him this icon is an icon of a great hope, a picture symbolizing gratefulness to God for ten
years which He granted to us.
The UGCC Department for Information

Bishop Mykola Bychok Enthroned as New Bishop of Australia and New Zealand

On July 12, 2021, in the Cathedral of Saints Peter and Paul in Melbourne the enthronement of
Bishop Mykola Bychok took place.
Pontifical Divine Liturgy was led by Bishop Petro Stasiuk, the Bishop Emeritus of the
Melbourne Eparchy of the UGCC. His Eminence Peter Comensoli, Roman Catholic Archbishop of
Melbourne, performed the ceremony of enthronement.
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An interesting relic, which
Bishop Mykola Bychok brought
from Newark (NJ) to Australia
was a wooden cross donated in
the 1960s by Ukrainians of
Australia to Archbishop
Ambrose Senyshyn when he
visited their communities. This
cross was preserved by Bishop
Emeritus Basil Losten, who
handed it to Bishop Mykola
Bychok.
Bishop Mykola noted: “This is an
important sign: Metropolitan
Ambrose once received this cross from the faithful here in Melbourne, and 60 years later this
cross returned to Australia with the third bishop. This is an incredible sign that will accompany
me in my service to our faithful in Australia.”
Bishop Mykola said that the faithful and the priests of the UGCC accepted his appointment and
arrival as another gesture of unity with Ukraine. Interestingly, he as well as the two previous
bishops of the UGCC in Australia—Bishops Ivan Prasko and Petro Stasiuk—have roots in the
Ternopil region. In 1958, the Ukrainian Catholic Church in Australia was formed, and its
cathedral consecrated 58 years ago.

Tens of thousands of pilgrims from around Ukraine took part in a pilgrimage to
Zarvanytsia this year

A nationwide pilgrimage to the miraculous icon of the Mother of God of Zarvanytsia finished
today with the Hierarchal Divine Liturgy led by His Beatitude Sviatoslav, the Head of the UGCC.
This year Zarvanytsia hosted tens of thousands pilgrims from around Ukraine and from
abroad. The pilgrimage to “Ukrainian Jerusalem” is dedicated to the 425th anniversary of the
Union of Brest and a prayer for peace in Ukraine.
Among the participants were bishops from the Synod of Bishops of the UGCC, bike pilgrims
with a route Częstochowa – Zarvanytsia, groups of pilgrims from eparchies around Ukraine, a
pilgrimage walk of some groups lasted for almost a week. Among the guests was the fifth
president of Ukraine Petro Poroshenko
with his wife.
Commemorating the 425th anniversary
of the Union of Brest which liquidated the
separation between the Western and
Eastern Christianity bears a special
meaning for the UGCC, which rekindle
memories of a single Church.
At the end of the Liturgy His Beatitude
Sviatoslav awarded Mykola Kmit with the
Order of Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky
for his active public and social position in
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regard of cherishing Christian values, active participation as a senator of Ukrainian Catholic
University, whole-hearted service and support of many Church projects.
The UGCC Department for Information

Pope’s upcoming itinerary in Budapest and Slovakia is released
The itinerary for Pope Francis'
Apostolic Visit to Budapest and
Slovakia is released. His journey
will take place from the 12-15
September 2021.
Vatican News

Sunday 12th
Pope Francis will depart from Rome’s Fiumicino International Airport arriving at Budapest
International Airport at 7.45 am. Following an official welcome, the Pope will meet with the
country’s bishops and meet with representatives of the Ecumenical Council of Churches and
Jewish communities. In the afternoon the Pope will preside over Holy Mass for the closing of
the 52nd International Eucharistic Congress before departing for Bratislava, Slovakia.
Monday 13th
Highlights of the Pope’s first full day in Slovakia will include a courtesy visit to the President
of the Republic, as well as meetings with political leaders and an encounter with Bishops,
Priests and Religious.
Tuesday 14th
On Tuesday morning, Pope Francis will depart for Košice where he will preside over the
Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom. Later in the day, he will meet with the Roma
community and with young people before flying back to Bratislava.
Wedneday 15th
On the final day of his visit to Slovakia, Pope Francis will preside over Holy Mass at the
National Shrine in Šaštin. Following a farewell ceremony, the Pope will depart for Rome at
15.30 in the afternoon.
The logo
The logo picks up on the theme of the visitation: at the bottom is a road, symbolising the way
to the cross, inside a heart, a reminder of St Joseph's love for Jesus and of Our Lady, patron
saint of Slovakia. The seven stars are a reference to the "Seven Sorrows" of the name given to
the Virgin Mary. The elements of the logo bear the colours white, blue and red of the Slovak
flag and white and yellow of the Vatican flag.
Please find the full itinerary below:
ROME - BUDAPEST - BRATISLAVA
06:00 Departure by airplane from Rome/Fiumicino
International Airport for Budapest
07:45 Arrival at Budapest International Airport
07:45 OFFICIAL WELCOME at Budapest International Airport
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08:45
09:15
10:00

11:30
14:30
14:40
15:30
15:30
16:30
17:30

MEETING WITH THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC
AND THE PRIME MINISTER at the Museum of Fine Arts
in Budapest
MEETING WITH THE BISHOPS at the Museum of Fine
Arts in Budapest
MEETING WITH THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
ECUMENICAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES AND SOME
JEWISH COMMUNITIES IN HUNGARY at the Museum of
Fine Arts in Budapest
HOLY MASS at Heroes' Square in Budapest
FAREWELL CEREMONY at Budapest International
Airport
Departure by airplane for Bratislava
Arrival at Bratislava International Airport
OFFICIAL WELCOME at Bratislava International Airport
ECUMENICAL MEETING at the Apostolic Nunciature in
Bratislava
PRIVATE MEETING WITH THE MEMBERS OF THE
SOCIETY OF JESUS at the Apostolic Nunciature in
Bratislava

Monday 13 September 2021
BRATISLAVA
09:15 WELCOME CEREMONY at the Presidential Palace in
Bratislava
09:30 COURTESY VISIT TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE
REPUBLIC in the “Golden Hall” of the Presidential Palace
in Bratislava
10:00 MEETING WITH AUTHORITIES, CIVIL SOCIETY AND
THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS in the garden of the
Presidential Palace in Bratislava
10:45 MEETING WITH BISHOPS, PRIESTS, RELIGIOUS,
CONSECRATED PERSONS, SEMINARIANS,
CATECHISTS at the Cathedral of Saint Martin in Bratislava
16:00 PRIVATE VISIT TO THE “BETHLEHEM CENTER” in
Bratislava
16:45 MEETING WITH THE JEWISH COMMUNITY at Rybné
námestie Square in Bratislava
18:00 VISIT OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE PARLIAMENT at the
Apostolic Nunciature in Bratislava
18:15 VISIT OF THE PRIME MINISTER at the Apostolic
Nunciature in Bratislava
Tuesday 14 September 2021
BRATISLAVA - KOŠICE - PREŠOV - KOŠICE – BRATISLAVA
08:10 Departure by airplane for Košice
09:00 Arrival at Košice Airport
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10:30
16:00
17:00
18:30
19:30

BYZANTINE DIVINE LITURGY OF SAINT JOHN
CHRYSOSTOM PRESIDED BY THE HOLY FATHER in the
square of the Mestská športová hala in Prešov
MEETING WITH THE ROMA COMMUNITY at Luník IX
district in Košice
MEETING WITH YOUNG PEOPLE at Lokomotiva Stadium
in Košice
Departure by airplane for Bratislava
Arrival at Bratislava International Airport

Wednesday 15 September 2021
BRATISLAVA - ŠAŠTIN - BRATISLAVA - ROME
10:00 HOLY MASS at the National Shrine in Šaštin
13:30 FAREWELL CEREMONY at Bratislava International
Airport
13:45 Departure by airplane for Rome
15:30 Arrival at Rome/Ciampino International Airport
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Spirituality and reading suggestion
Jesus walks on water

“Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid.”
“Lord, if it is you, command me to come to You on the
water.”
“Come.”
After the feeding of the multitude (five thousand) with
five loaves and two fishes, Jesus directed His disciples to
get into the boat and to precede Him to the other side
(Gennesaret). In the meantime, Jesus had dismissed the
crowds and went off by Himself to the mountains to
pray.
The disciples were already a few miles offshore when a
storm had caused the boat to be tossed about. There was
a strong wind and turbulent waves. In the midst of the
storm, Jesus comes walking on water towards the
boat. This frightens the disciples because they did not at
first recognize it was Jesus walking on water. The disciples
were terrified for they thought it was a ghost coming
towards them. Jesus tries to calm them, saying: “Take courage, it is I;* do not be afraid.”
(Matthew 14:27)
Peter believes it is Jesus and says: “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to You on the
water.” The Lord instructs Peter to come. Getting out of the boat, Peter begins to walk on
water, until a strong wind frightened Peter and he begins to sink. Peter cried out: “O Lord, save
me.” Immediately Jesus stretches forth His hand and rescues Peter. Jesus reproves Peter for his
lack of faith: “O you of little faith,* why did you doubt?” As they reenter the boat, the wind
calmed down and those in the boat acclaimed Jesus: “Truly, you are the Son of God.”
As in many other Gospel stories, the occurrence from ordinary life has also another deeper
meaning or message. Not only was this a lesson to the disciples of the Lord at that time, His
contemporaries, but also for us today and all generations. The Lord God is Omnipotent, AllPowerful. The storm that the Lord can calm is not only the one at sea, but that of our family or
own spiritual life.
In Psalm 88 we read, “Lord God of hosts! Who is like You! You are omnipotent, O Lord, and
Your truth is all around You. You have dominion over the power of the sea and calm its
turbulent waves” (verse: 9-10).
Not only does Jesus walk on water, but also did the apostle Peter – that is, until Peter takes his
focus off of the Lord to Whom he was approaching. Peter takes note of how strong the wind
was. Peter begins to become frightened and thus begins to sink. But, Peter turns to the Lord in
time of this distress and asks for the Lord’s help: “Lord, save me.” (v. 30) Like Peter, so too
should we Christians turn to the Lord when we begin to falter. At times of calamities or sinful
temptations, we are to seek the Lord’s help, His graces and blessings to withstand the
onslaughts of the evil one, the devil. Faith and trust in the Lord enable us to do great things.
However, if we look back at the waves, and the winds, and the impending threat of death, we,
like Peter, can begin to sink. We know that Jesus will always be with us. He will always love us
and be willing to extend a hand to save us, to rescue us from impending danger. Great is Thy
Faithfulness, O Lord God. He is our one true Friend Who will never forsake nor abandon us in
the hour of need. He is a compassionate, loving and kind Savior Who died on the Cross to
redeem us from sin and open wide the gates to the Heavenly Kingdom. May we truly walk in
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the footsteps of Christ as to be deemed worthy of entry into the eternal Kingdom of
Heaven.
Rev. D. George Worschak

Holy See calls for shared responsibility to protect refugees and migrants
The Holy See's Permanent
Mission to the United Nations
calls for shared responsibility in
protecting refugees and asylum
seekers.
By Lisa Zengarini
As forced migration continues to
grow dramatically across the
world, more generous
resettlement policies are needed,
together with a “stronger
commitment to responsibility
sharing”, the Holy See has

reiterated.
According to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) the number of
forcibly displaced people fleeing from wars, violence, human rights violations, as well as
natural disasters, has risen up to 82.4 million worldwide in 2020.
Not just numbers
In a statement addressed on Monday to the 81st Standing Committee of UNHCR’s Executive
Committee, the Vatican Permanent Mission to the United Nations and Other International
Organizations in Geneva reminded that these people are not just numbers, but “fellow sisters
and brothers”. This is why – it said - Countries should commit to a shared responsibility to
ensure that “no one is left behind”, as Pope Francis has called for.
The need for a durable solution
The Vatican Permanent Mission said it is “regrettable” that the pandemic has “also become a
crisis of protection as well as another cause of delay in the achievement of durable solutions”,
reminding that the right to seek asylum is enshrined in the Refugee Convention of the Geneva
and “ultimately acknowledges that we are one human family”.
Inadequate response to problems faced by refugees and asylum seekers
It expressed particular concern that in certain circumstances, the pandemic “has challenged
fundamental norms of refugee law, particularly the right to seek asylum and the cardinal
principle of non-refoulement”. The statement noted that, as the pandemic continues, “the
problems faced by refugees and asylum seekers remain without an adequate response”, while
“struggles of host communities remain unanswered”. “Resettlement quotas have dropped“ and
the “impacts on access to healthcare and education have been enormous, with refugees often
excluded from access to these basic goods”, it pointed out.
The need for stronger cooperation and solidarity
The Vatican Permanent Mission therefore called for a stronger “cooperation and solidarity,
with the aim to assist effectively those States hosting a large number of refugees”, also
remarking that refugees and displaced persons “are not merely the objects of assistance”, but
are “subjects of rights and duties” that can give positive contributions to the hosting countries.
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Balance between States' public health concerns and the right to seek asylum
While acknowledging and respecting the exclusive right of States to manage their own borders,
the Holy See finally reaffirms “that it is possible to balance public health concerns and the
respect for the principle of non-refoulement and the right to seek asylum”.

Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center (UECC) in Jenkintown, PA
marked its 40th Anniversary

On Sunday, June 13th, the Ukrainian
Educational and Cultural Center (UECC) in
Jenkintown, PA marked its 40th Anniversary
with a virtual celebration posted on its
webpage, on YouTube and Facebook. The video
paid particular tribute to the nine presidents of
the UECC who led the numerous Boards of
Directors in serving the Ukrainian-American
community of the greater Philadelphia area
over those 40 years. Also commemorated in the
40th Anniversary video celebration was the
Philadelphia Ukrainian Selfreliance Federal
Credit Union for its generous financial support
of the UECC from the time of the Center’s
founding through today.
The video Masters of Ceremony were Natalka
Panczak Firko, current UECC Board President,
and Yuliya Stupen, UECC Board member. The
two gracefully guided viewers through the 90
minute celebration in both English and
Ukrainian from the newly renovated
Clubroom. All of the UECC presidents will be
memorialized in this room with handmade tiles
designed and painted in the Hutsul style by
UECC Board member, Iryna Galai, who was also
the mastermind behind the Clubroom design
(funded by Cheremosh Hutsul Society of
Philadelphia).
The video opened with the procession of flags
by representatives of the Ukrainian American
Veterans, Anthony Bilyi Post #1, the Society of
the Ukrainian Insurgent Army, the Organization
for the Defense of Four Freedoms for Ukraine,
the Ukrainian American Youth Association and
Plast – Ukrainian Scouting Organization, with musical accompaniment by bandurists, Shabli
Kobzariv. After the completion of the procession, siblings Maya and Roman Kowal traditionally
greeted viewers with bread and salt. The Most Reverend Archbishop-Metropolitan Borys
Gudziak formally began the festivities with an opening prayer.
Current members of the Board of Directors presented biographical information about the nine
UECC presidents, underscoring the contributions each made in the development of the Center’s
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presence in the Ukrainian-American diaspora of the Delaware Valley. The presidents served in
the following order: Dr. Alexander B. Chernyk (1980-1989), Borys Zacharczuk (1989-1997 and
2001-2007), Mykola Lutyj (2001-2009), Alexander Mychaluk (August 1999-October 1999),
Patricia Sawchak (1999-2001), Borys V. Pawluk (2007-2013), Sophia Koropeckyj (2013-2015),
Andrea Porytko Zharovsky (2015-2018) and Natalka Panczak Firko (2018-present).
Interwoven with the presidential presentations were celebratory greetings and musical
performances. Making congratulatory remarks were Iryna Mazur, Honorary Consul of Ukraine
in Philadelphia on behalf of herself and the Honorable Oksana Markarova, Ambassador of
Ukraine to the United States; Congressional greetings from the Honorable Brian Fitzpatrick the
Honorable Madeleine Dean and the Honorable Brendan Boyle; as well as a greeting from Andrij
Futey, President of the Ukrainian Congress Committee of American and the Ukrainian Learning
Center for Children (“Svitlychka) administrator Ruslana Fartachuk and Olha Kostiv, Director of
the Ukrainian Heritage School..
Natalka Firko expressed gratitude to the leadership of the Ukrainian Selfreliance Federal Credit
Union on behalf of the UECC administrations, past and present, for its constant and
magnanimous financial support of the Center totalling nearly $1 million to date. In response,
UKRFCU president Roman Petyk acknowledged Mrs. FIrko’s response and congratulated the
UECC Boards of Directors of the past 40 years on the dramatic impact they and the UECC
institution have made on the unification of the Ukrainian community of the Philadelphia area
and the preservation of the Ukrainian heritage beyond the borders of Ukraine.
Dynamic musical performances throughout the event were made by Prometheus Ukrainian
Male Chorus, the Metropolitan Ballet Academy and Company, the Accolada Chamber Choir,
Soloveyky Children’s Choir, Dzvin Ukrainian Male Folk Choir, the Voloshky School of Ukrainian
Dance, the Voloshky Ensemble and the Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus of North America. All of
the performers, with the exception of the Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus of North America, are
based at the UECC.
The video was produced by Stephen Fartuszok (videographer) and Andrij Dobriansky (video
editor) and can be viewed at www.ueccphila.org. Also posted on the Center’s website is the
40th Anniversary Commemorative Booklet, which includes numerous official greetings, the
UECC presidential biographies, a recognition of the Ukrainian Selfreliance Federal Credit
Union, write ups on the 40th Anniversary performers and numerous institutional and personal
greetings. The booklet editorial staff was comprised of Jaroslawa Halaway, Sofia Zacharczuk
and Xenia Panczak Zacharczuk.
The overall planning of the UECC’s 40th Anniversary Celebration was overseen by Zenia
Brozyna, UECC Board member and Program Committee chair, and had been originally planned
for the spring of 2020, until the COVID-19 pandemic struck. It was then rescheduled for the fall
of 2020, again rescheduled for the spring of 2021 and finally planned as a virtual
commemoration.
The Board of Directors of the Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center would like to extend
its sincere gratitude to the many individuals and organizations who generously donated to the
UECC on the occasion of its 40th anniversary. To date, the donations total over $35,000. These
monies will be used to support the Board’s current five year strategic plan. Interested
individuals may still donate to the Center via its webpage (www.ueccphila.org) or by mail
(UECC 700 N. Cedar Rd. Jenkintown, PA 19046) All donations are tax deductible.
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Study Opportunities
Mission Institute of Saint Nicholas Eparchy
In partnership with the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia
The curriculum last for four years – during this time 20 foundation courses will be covered as
well as subjects which are related to the core courses of your field of study.
The education will be online. All students of the program will receive relevant material that
must be read, listened to, and viewed in advance – this will create a better understanding of the
material to be covered during the lecture.

Online Master of Catechesis. Catholic University of America
The Master of Catechesis, a professional degree concentrating on catechesis and the Catholic
tradition, is designed for adults who intend to or who currently serve the Church. Applicants in
roles of parish pastoral leadership or teaching positions in catechesis and the new
evangelization on the parish or diocesan level, or in parochial schools, and volunteer lay
ministers can profit by an in depth examination of the catechetical, liturgical, and theological
teachings of the Church. This degree provides a broad background fostering a professional
approach to catechesis with an interdisciplinary approach that draws upon theology, Scripture,
liturgy, spirituality, history of catechetics, and psychology within the context of contemporary
culture.
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Manor College debuts first in the World Eastern Christian Catechetics Certificate
Starting in Fall 2021, Manor College will offer an Eastern
Christian Catechetics Certificate, designed at educating
catechists or lay people with a Bachelor’s Degree who want to
specialize in the Eastern Christian Tradition.
The program is the first of its kind in the world and is unique to
Manor College, said Sister Ann Laszok, OSBM, Director of
Religious Education in the Eparchy (Diocese) of St. Josaphat
in Parma, which covers Ukrainian Catholic Churches from Ohio,
parts of Pennsylvania and as far south as Florida.
“We need well trained catechists as well as lay leaders in our
parishes and this program will create prepared, certified
leaders,” said Sister Ann, who additionally serves as a longstanding Board of Trustee member
at Manor College, a private Catholic institution in Jenkintown, Pennsylvania.
The Ukrainian Catholic Church is one of the largest Eastern Catholic Churches in the
world, second only to the Roman Catholic Church. Manor College was established in 1947 by
the
The Eastern Christian Catechetics Certificate at Manor College’s main goal is further
educating people on their own faith. “If you went to a doctor who stopped learning after he
graduated from school, you might think twice about his diagnosis,” Sister Ann said. “We all
have to continually grow and learn about our faith.”
Manor College will offer the certificate program entirely online, meaning students from
across the world have access to the experience. Scholarships are available for groups of five
registering for the same course. Students can start signing up to take classes for the Fall
semester now, for more information on the program, visit:
https://manor.edu/academics/adult-continuing-education/catechetics/.
###
About Manor College:
Located in suburban Philadelphia, Manor College is a small college that offers big
opportunities and a stellar education–one with small classes full of big thinkers, and a bighearted community ready to challenge all of our students to reach and grow. Manor offers
more than 50 Associate’s, Bachelor’s and Certificate programs in Allied Health, Arts and
Sciences, Business and Professional Studies, and Education to traditional age and adult
students. Manor College is America’s only accredited institution of higher education founded
by Ukrainian Sisters, the Sisters of Saint Basil the Great.
Learn more at www.manor.edu.
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Announcements

Ukrainian World Congress Announces "30 under 30" Initiative for Young People in
the Diaspora, Dedicated to the 30th Anniversary of Ukrainian Independence.
The nomination process will be open until July 7, 2021. To follow the project and learn
more about the nomination process, please visit the website
https://30.ukrainianworldcongress.org/ and follow UWC on social media.
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UASC Tryzub has postponed its annual Ukrainian Independence Day Festival from Sun.,
Aug. 22, to Sun., Oct. 17, 2021.
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With great pleasure, we inform you that on October 9, 2021, the first in the United States
of America traditional charity Lviv folk ball "Perelaz" will take place in support of the
Ukrainian Catholic University!
We observe that the pandemic situation is improving. Vaccination is gaining momentum.
Therefore we believe that we will be able to gather - in joy, good mood and with gratitude
to God for the opportunity to be together!
The event will take place in Mykhailivka at 1013 Fox Chase Road, Jenkintown, PA 19046
Let's prepare and iron our best embroidered shirts!
Detailed information coming soon!
P.S. The event will take place in compliance with all necessary safety measures.

25

