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The Way Newsletter 

February 3, 2022 
Icon of the Encounter of our Lord in the Temple 

 

We read in Luke 2:22–40 that the parents of Jesus, following 

Mosaic law bring their firstborn son to be dedicated to God in the temple 

at Jerusalem forty days after his birth. We pray in the hymnography of the 

feast: “the creator of the law fulfills the law.” This brings us to Feb. 2, the 

Feast of the Encounter (meeting, presentation) of Our Lord in the Temple, 

which concludes the Christmas cycle of feast days. We see the parents of 

Jesus as they offer their child. The Theotokos, her head bowed, holds her 

hand in offering as she dedicates herself along with her Son to God.  This 

hand gesture should be familiar to us. We see it in most of the icons of 

her and Christ. Throughout her life and throughout eternity, in all humility, she deflects our gaze towards her 

Son.    

Behind the Theotokos, stands Joseph. His hands are covered, indicating his 

humility and reverence before God. Most icons of the encounter also show him holding 

sacrificial turtledoves as required by the law.  St. Simeon is central to the icon along with 

the Christ child. He receives the awaited child holding Him as if on a throne. 

 The canopy behind them depicts the altar of the Temple. Simeon together with 

the prophetess Anna who stands behind him, represents all that is good and God-seeking 

in the Old Testament. They have been awaiting the Messiah for many years.  It was 

promised that he would not die before seeing the Messiah Lk 2:25–32. 

He has devoted His life to God and has allowed the Holy Spirit to guide his life. 

On this day he has been led by the Holy Spirit to the temple. His body is bowed and his 

hands are covered in reverence; recognizing whom he holds. This is the defining moment in his life an in 

salvation history as, recognizing the Messiah, he reaches for the infant. The Old Testament covenant is now 

fulfilled and the New Testament covenant begins.  

The icon reminds us that even as an infant, only 40 day old, Jesus is Our Lord, the high priest. His 

right hand is held in blessing. The nimbus (halo) surrounds His head bears a cruciform containing the Greek 

letters omikron, omega, nu “I am He who is” the name of God in Ex 3:14. Outside the nimbus (halo) are the 

Greek letters ICXC – the Christogram (an abbreviation of Jesus Christ).  

The Prophetess Anna looks on. She is identified as a prophetess by the scroll that she holds in her hand. 

She also immediately recognizes Jesus as the Christ, the awaited Messiah. In Scripture we read that she “spoke 

of Him to all those who looked for redemption in Jerusalem.” She is an eager evangelist pointing all to Christ 

just as all the Old Testament Prophets did. This is indicated by her hand pointing to the Christ child in Simeon’s 

arms who will be a light for revelation to the Gentiles Lk. 2:32. 

Righteous Simeon and Anna awaited the Messiah, praying and dedicating their lives to God. This 

allowed them the vision to see what others could not. The Messiah had come.  As we contemplate this icon, 

we pray that we might dedicate our lives to God and open ourselves to the promptings of the Holy Spirit as 

they did so that our eyes may be open to see His presence all around us.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%202%3A22-40&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%202%3A22-40&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%202%3A22-40&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A25-32&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A25-32&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A25-32&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A25-32&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ex+3%3A14&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ex+3%3A14&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A32&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A32&version=NRSVCE
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Parable of the Pharisee and the Publican 

‘O God, I thank you that I am not like the rest of humanity—greedy, 

dishonest, adulterous—or even like this tax collector.” (Lk 18:11)  

‘O God, be merciful to me a sinner.” (Lk. 18:13) 

In the Gospel of St. Luke, we read about two men who went to the Temple to pray. But 

in fact, only one offered prayer -glory to God. The one was prayer; the other was an 

expression of self-righteousness. 

The “prayer” of the Pharisee was not true prayer. Rather it was an expression 

of self-pride. The Pharisee starts off saying: “I thank God.” Indeed, to start off with words of gratitude is indeed a good 

start. But what proceeds after that is not giving praise to God, but rather it is a proud and critical comparison with others 

who had sinned – “not like the rest of humanity—greedy, dishonest, adulterous—or even like this tax collector…” 

(18:11) He then expresses pride in his good works: “I fast twice a week, and I pay tithes on my whole income.” (18:12) 

The Pharisee lacks humility. He doesn’t admit his own sinfulness. He shows no need for repentance and for God’s 

mercy. 

The publican, tax collector, on the other hand, recognizes his sinfulness before the Almighty God. God alone is 

the All-Good One and repents for his sinfulness and asks for the mercy of God. He stood off at a distance and would 

not even raise his eyes to heaven but beat his breast and prayed, ‘O God, be merciful to me a sinner.’ (v.13) 

This expression of humility enables the grace of God to become operative in the life of the Publican. The extreme 

self-righteous attitude of the Pharisee blocks the opportunity for God’s grace to enable a change in his life and his 

personal relationship with God. 

If one is to change, who is it to be : I or God? You or God? We or God? The answer is in each case is not God, 

but the other. God alone is the All-Good One. He alone is the One Who needs no change. But each of us is to grow and 

develop spiritually until our very last breath. 

In the Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom, the priest prays before the Cherubic Hymn: “Grant also, O God, 

to those praying with us growth in life, in faith, and in spiritual understanding.” Being a humble servant of the Lord is 

not to look down on oneself, nor to degrade oneself nor any other. We all are children of God. We should not regard 

ourselves to be better than any other. God loves each of us completely and equally. It is only in the eyes of man that one 

is regarded as an outcast or not an equal or subservient. To think or act that way is non-Christian. 

The Great Fast, the Lenten season in preparation for the joyous celebration of Easter is quickly approaching. 

The Great Fast or Lent is a time of extra prayer and fasting. A third penitential discipline for the Great Fast is almsgiving. 

We, authentic Christians, are to practice the works of charity, both corporal and spiritual. In so doing our love for God 

above all else will take effect in our daily lives. We shall show others we are Christians by the way we love one another. 

Rev. D. George Worschak 
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Archepachy news 

 
Father Roman Oliynyk has been appointed Administrator for the Parish of Protection of the BVM Ukrainian 

Catholic Church in McAdoo, PA and for the Parish of St. Michael Ukrainian Catholic Church in Hazleton, 

PA. Father George Worshchak, who was serving in these parishes, has been appointed as a deputy director 

of communication and senior editor for the Archeparchy. 

 

*** *** *** 

 

 

 

 

On February 12, Deacon Volodymyr Radko who has been serving as 

a deacon in our Archeparchy and was recently named director of vocations, 

will be ordained a priest at the church of St. Sophia of the Ukrainian Catholic 

University (Lviv, Ukraine). 

 

He will be ordained by Archbishop Borys Gudziak. The Divine Liturgy 

with the rite of ordination will be live-streamed. We will share the link with 

The Way Newsletter readers so you can join him in prayer. 

 

 

 

*** 
Volodymyr Radko was born on February 15, 1991 in Novyi Rozdil, Lviv region, Ukraine. He was 

baptized and anointed on March 2, 1991. 

From 1999 to 2009 he lived and studied at a school in Minsk, Belarus. 

2009-2015 – completed a bachelor's and master's program in theology at the Ukrainian Catholic 

University. 

2014-2015 – completed a year of formation in the Lviv Theological Seminary of St. Spirit, Ukraine. 

2015-2019 - formation in the Seminary of St. Saint-Sulpice Seminary in Issy-les-Moulineaux, France. 

2016-2020 - Student of the licentiate program in Moral Theology at the Catholic University of Paris, 

France. 

2019-2021 - Student of the master's program in Systematic Theology and formation at St. Charles 

Borromeo Seminary in Philadelphia, USA. 

February 24, 2015 - was raised to the rank of the subdeacon in the church of the Holy Spirit, Lviv 

Theological Seminary. 

August 19, 2017 - Diaconal ordination at the church of St. Sophia - Wisdom of God of the Ukrainian 

Catholic University, Lviv, Ukraine (Consecrator —Bishop Borys Gudziak, then eparch of the Eparchy of St. 

Volodymyr the Great in Paris. 

*** *** *** 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ! І would like to inform you that our fundraising drive for the 

Holodomor Museum in Kyiv has ended. We almost reached our goal of $50,000, namely, $48,544.02. An 

extended report, which includes the list of donors, is already submitted to our Patriarch Sviatoslav. 

A huge "thank you" is extended to everyone who made a donation, your prayers and support. May God 

bless you always! 

Bishop Andriy Rabiy 

Archbishop Borys in London:  

Overcoming Fear and Anguish with Hope 

Archbishop Borys Gudziak visited the Holy Family Eparchy in 

London during January 26-30, taking part in different activities over the 

course of his stay. 

On January 26 he joined the World Day of Prayer for Peace in 

Ukraine from Westminster Cathedral in the presence of His Eminence 

Cardinal Vincent Nichols, Archbishop of Westminster and Head of the 

Catholic Church in the UK; the Apostolic Nuncio His Excellency Archbishop Claudio Gugerotti, 

representative of the Holy Father to the UK; Bishop Kenneth Nowakowski, head of the Eparchy of the Holy 

Family; as well as Ukrainian Catholic clergy and faithful. 

On January 27 Archbishop Borys discussed the current situation 

in Ukraine in the context of a public event organized by the Ukrainian 

Institute in London titled, “Overcoming Fear and Anguish with Hope: 

How to Cope with Putin’s Aggression.” 

“We are all living in a time of tension: populism, post-truth 

approaches, discord among allies, division of societies, progressive loss 

of common denominators that make language understandable and a 

meaningful instrument of communication,” stressed the Metropolitan. 

He shared with participants reflections about the events in Ukraine and how our hope in the Lord and 

in those around us can help overcome fear. “Peace can be preserved and freedom and dignity will be fostered.”  

After preliminary remarks the Archbishop opened up the floor for questions, reflections, and the 

exchange of opinions. Please watch the video of the event. 

Finally, on January 30, Archbishop Borys celebrated Divine Liturgy at London’s Ukrainian Catholic 

Cathedral and held a meeting with a group of catechists from the Eparchy. 



 5 

 

Philadelphia Archeparchy Joins 

“Philadelphia Stands with Ukraine” Rally 
 

On Sunday, January 30 representatives of the Ukrainian, Belarusian, Lithuanian, Latvian, Polish, 

Estonian, Georgian, Uzbek, Jewish, and Turkish diasporas of Greater Philadelphia assembled near the Art 

Museum steps in support of Ukraine and against the occupation of Belarus. 

                           
 

Congressman Brian Fitzpatrick and City of Philadelphia Councilmember-at-Large David Oh attended 

the demonstration in person. Messages were read from other elected officials including Brendan Boyle, 

Madeleine Dean, and Dwight Evans. 

“Action in support of Ukraine showed how strong we are when we are united! Young and old 

generations, representatives of the diaspora and citizens of Ukraine living in Philadelphia and far beyond, 

representatives of the diaspora from Belarus, Georgia, Uzbekistan, Poland, the Baltic States–all united in 

support of Ukraine!”, noted Honorary Consul of Ukraine in Philadelphia Iryna Mazur. 

Eugene Luciw, president of the Philadelphia Chapter of the Ukrainian Congress Committee of 

America, addressed those gathered by emphasizing that the U.S. should give direct and immediate support to 

Ukraine. 

Priests and the faithful of the Archeparchy took part in the event. Father Ruslan Borovyj, administrator 

of Saint Nicholas Parish in Fairmount, concluded the event with a short address and a prayer. He noted three 

key ways to support Ukraine: provide financial and material support, be informed, and pray. 

 

Please join us on Sunday, February 6 at 3 pm in front of the White 

House for a “Prayer Vigil for Peace in Ukraine.” Clergy from the 

region will serve a Moleben to the Mother of God and we will sing 

hymns.  

 

Attendees must remain on Pennsylvania Avenue as required by 

permit. 

 

Please bring an icon and LED Candle (LED ONLY, NO REAL 

CANDLES ALLOWED). 

 

Help us share the details of this event by forwarding them to family, 

friends, and neighbors. Bring people with you! 

 

Together as Christians, no matter the church we belong to, we will bear witness to and support our sisters and 

brothers in Ukraine! 

Catholic Schools Week – 2022 in our Archeparchy 

 

St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic School in Passaic 

St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic School in Passaic, NJ is joining in the Catholic Schools Week 

celebrations taking place throughout the United States from January 30 through February 5. The 2022 theme 
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is “Catholic Schools: Faith, Perfection, Service.” There will be a number of activities for St. Nicholas’ students 

and their families during this week. 

May the Lord bless our teachers and students. 

For more information visit the school’s website or call the office: 

http://www.stnicholaschool.com/ 

(973) 779-0249 

 
 

Assumption Catholic School in Perth Amboy 

Assumption Catholic School in Perth Amboy, NJ 

will join nearly 8,000 other parochial and private Catholic 

schools across the nation in celebrating Catholic Schools 

Week. Parents and prospective students, preschool 

through grade eighth grade, are invited to the Open House 

on Sunday, February 6, 12:30 – 3:30 pm. 

Attendees will be able to tour the school and speak 

with our pastor, principal, religious sisters, as well as 

current students who will be assisting with tours. 

Registrations for the 2022-2023 school year will be 

accepted at these sessions. It’s never too early to start 

thinking about giving your children the great gift of a 

Catholic education–one that is both effective and 

affordable! We are very proud to report that all classrooms 

have Promethean Boards and that we are Cognia certified. 

Those unable to make the Open House should feel 

free to call the office to set up a tour on a different 

day. Our principal, Mrs. Lisette Shumny, is always more 

than happy to do walk-throughs with interested families 

and answer any questions! 

Catholic Schools Week got off to a great start with 

some ACS trivia shared by Mrs. Lawrence. Did you know 

that the school opened in 1963? Did you also know that 

our dear Sister Yosaphata was one of the first faculty members? In fact, she was part of the team that opened 

the school and then Sister Josaphata faithfully served here for 55 years! Eighth graders India Lillie and Gabbie 

D. shared what ACS has meant to them and what they love about the school–thank you Gabby and India-Lillie 

for your beautiful words! 

The middle school was treated to a midmorning snack of bagels and muffins along with milk, juice, 

and hot chocolate. This gave them the energy needed to participate in the first round of the annual game of 

Jeopardy. But that’s not all…fifth graders made pretzel treats and fourth graders had muffins too for Magazine 

Monday. 

FSA provided a McDonald’s lunch to pre-k, kindergarten, and first grade students. 

Students also started “CSW Post it!” by posting reasons why they love their teachers on classroom 

doors. 

http://www.stnicholaschool.com/
http://www.stnicholaschool.com/
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For more information about Assumption Catholic School please call the office at (732) 826-8721 or 

go to our website: www.assumptioncatholicschool.net. Remember, you are also most welcome to schedule a 

visit to meet us in person! 

 

Saint Nicholas School in Minersville 

Crazy hats & Crazy socks to kick off Catholic Schools Week ! We celebrated our Community today. 

Thank you to everyone in our community that helps St. Nicholas school in any way ! 

 

         
 

Catholic University Offers Prayers  

for Peace in Ukraine 
 

Sisters of the Servants of the Lord and the Virgin of 

Matara pray at an Akathistos Service, held at the Byzantine 

Chapel of the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate 

Conception on Jan. 26. Rev. Peter Galadza, Metropolitan Andrei 

Sheptytsky Institute in Toronto, led the service for peace in 

Ukraine.  

Photo: Center for Ukrainian Church Studies 

Catholic University of America’s Institute for the Study 

of Eastern Christianity and its Center for Ukrainian Church 

Studies, joined the Ukrainian Catholic National Shrine of the 

Holy Family in a 14-hour vigil to mark the Jan. 26 Day of Prayer for Peace in Ukraine. 

Pope Francis called for the observance in light of a potential military incursion by Russia into Ukraine. 

“Please, no more war,” he said in his general audience on Jan. 26. 

The 14-hour vigil began in the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception’s 

Byzantine Chapel with matins (morning prayer), and then continued with a full cursus of the hours, Noon 

Divine Liturgy, silent prayers, Akathist to the Cross of Christ, and, finally, vespers led by Rev. Stefanos 

Alexopoulos, associate professor of liturgical studies, and chanted by members of Catholic University’s 

Byzantine Student Union. 

Simultaneously, the Ukrainian Catholic National Shrine of the Holy Family, which is adjacent to the 

University, held a Divine Liturgy in the morning, followed by private prayer throughout the day, and a closing 

moleben service of supplication of the Mother of God. Priests, religious, and lay people came to pray 

throughout the day with others joining virtually. 

“The Ukrainian Catholic Church is illegal in Russia and is not allowed to exist despite its several 

hundred thousand adherents,” said Very Rev. Mark Morozowich, dean of the School of Theology and 

Religious Studies at Catholic University.  

“My friends in Ukraine want peace and they want freedom. This day of prayer marked a moment for 

students, faculty, and faithful topray. May each of us find some time to continue to pray for a resolution of the 

conflict that will enable real peace,” he said, Continuing, “Let us continue to pray and join our cry with that 

of the Psalmist: ‘The righteous cry out and the Lord hears and rescues them from their troubles’ (Ps 34:17). 

May our common prayer bring light into the darkness and healing from all brokenness.” 

Watch the services at the Basilica on YouTube. 

Rev. Morozowich is an American priest of the Ukrainian Catholic Church in the United States and 

holds a doctorate in Eastern Christian Studies.  

http://www.assumptioncatholicschool.net/
https://youtu.be/iyg-c8P3GdU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Z3DOGW3knU&list=PLc2bDXDiFlwn44qaQN_3cL4otQxlz_Eok&index=3&t=6363s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iyg-c8P3GdU
https://ukrarcheparchy.us/archeparchy-news/catholic-schools-week-2022-in-our-archeparchy/attachment/272898243_5498546380174220_3556735066221636474_n
https://ukrarcheparchy.us/archeparchy-news/catholic-schools-week-2022-in-our-archeparchy/attachment/272907202_5498554530173405_3854957405764933808_n
https://ukrarcheparchy.us/archeparchy-news/catholic-schools-week-2022-in-our-archeparchy/attachment/272941364_5498554380173420_5602993101336729366_n
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Parish News 

                
Saint Josaphat Council 7530 of the Knights of Columbus traveled to the Front Royal Pregnancy Center 

in Warren County, Virginia to deliver goods donated over the course of the Christmas season as part of the 

Ukrainian Catholic National Shrine of the Holy Family's Philip's Fast project.  

The total amount collected filled three large vehicles and included two car seats, a breast pump, many 

cans of formula, a substantial supply of diapers, and baby and maternity clothes. 

 

*** *** *** 

‘Pray for Ukraine,’ says local pastor of St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic 

Church; priest believes Vladimir Putin wants return to Soviet Union 

 
Father Volodymyr Klanichka was telling a recent visitor to 

Wilmington’s ornate St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church, where 

he is pastor, that he had a late calling to vocation. 

Then he stopped himself. 

He didn’t have a late calling, he said. He was called earlier in 

his life. He just could not do anything about fulfilling the call to 

vocations because he was born in communist Ukraine, behind the Iron 

Curtain and part of the Soviet Union. 

“I have this calling since my childhood, but no God,” he said. 

“Not in the Soviet Union. Where I lived, there was no church. It was closed.” 

There was an underground church and he was more fortunate than several generations before him. He 

lived to see the dissolution of the USSR in late 1991. He could then follow his dream and pursue a life in his 

faith. 

Father Klanichka has been in the U.S. more than 20 years. He and his wife Natalia – Ukranian Catholic 

priests can marry – live with their twin children in Wilmington. Mark and Deanna are sixth graders at 

Immaculate Heart of Mary School. 

Father Volodymyr Klanichka, left, and Eric Jester of the St. 

Thomas Aquinas Association. Dialog photo/Joseph P. Owens 

He has never been detached from his homeland – he tries to 

visit every year as he and Natalia have family and friends there — 

and he has never been more worried about peace and freedom in his 

homeland as in the last several months while the Russian army has 

built up military forces along the border with Ukraine, mostly in the 

north and east. Conflict seems imminent and Father Klanichka 

believes he knows what Russian President Vladimir Putin wants. 

“Putin wants to go back to the Soviet Union,” he said. “Putin 

doesn’t want Ukraine to exist.” 

That’s the key point, the goal of the Russians and its iron-fisted leader. Many Americans have read 

and heard the recent headlines. President Joe Biden and U.S. leaders are worrying about Ukraine’s future, 

pondering Putin and what he plans to do. But if you’d ask the majority of Americans what it’s all about, many 

wouldn’t know. And some conflict-weary people would tell you they don’t care. 

https://stnicholaschurchde.org/
https://www.cnn.com/europe/live-news/ukraine-russia-news-01-27-22/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/europe/live-news/ukraine-russia-news-01-27-22/index.html
http://thedialog.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/father-and-helper-scaled.jpg
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Father Kanichka, 49, knows both what is happening and why it matters. His parish was not founded 

by World War II refugees, but it was nurtured and strengthened by them — people who escaped Nazism and 

eventually Josef Stalin and communism. That generation has dwindled to a precious few, but those who remain 

can tell their stories. They came to this country having evaded labor camps. And they can talk about the 

concern and outright fear of those who live in Ukraine now. 

Father Klanichka and the 100 families that make up St. Nicholas know that fear, too. He hears from 

friends all the time. His mother’s sister and her family are there. His wife’s parents and brother. His family 

originates in the city of Ivano-Frankivsk, which is in the west of Ukraine. That seemingly makes that region 

fortunate, since the buildup is reported to be heaviest in the east. But he doesn’t believe that keeps them out 

of harm’s way. 

“We need to pray,” he said. “They’re worried.” 

Like many parishes, Father Klanichka worries that his suffers from a lack of young people making the 

church an important part of their lives. 

“The people who came here (from Ukraine), they kept the traditions from generation to generation,” 

he said. “The traditions are dying. I think so. But the people who remember, they are worried, really worried. 

They pray for Ukraine.” 

Ukraine has long been the “bread basket” of that part of the world, he said, but it struggles 

economically. Jobs are scarce. He believes it will only gets worse under Russian rule. 

Father Klanichka hopes allied countries can help discourage an invasion from Russia. He also 

recognizes that Americans and other allies have grown weary of foreign conflicts. He says Ukrainian defense 

operations stand ready to put up a fight. “They need supplies and military weapons,” he said. “It’s a poor 

country.” 

Still, he worries, prays and longs for a positive outcome. He’s not confident, though. 

“I think Putin will invade Ukraine,” he said. “If the world doesn’t stop him, that’s what will happen. 

The world and NATO need to come together and stop Putin.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://thedialog.org/catechetical-corner/cross-of-gratitude-pilgrimage-stops-at-st-nicholas-ukrainian-catholic-church-beginning-jan-21/
https://stnicholaschurchde.org/
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Church News 
 

More than four hundred thousand worshippers took part in UGCC prayer 

vigil for peace 
Wednesday, January 26, 2022, at the initiative of Pope Francis, became World Day of Prayer for 

Peace in Ukraine and the world. The Holy Father proclaimed it after Angelus Prayer on Sunday. 

 

Prayers for peace took place in different countries, on all 

continents with the participation of the entire Catholic Church. 

This day the UGCC hosted an all-day prayer vigil, which was 

attended by UGCC metropolises from all over the world. 

The online prayer marathon lasted on Zhyve.TV for 12 hours - 

from 9:00 am to 9.00 pm. Overall, about half a million believers 

took part in it. 

After Pope Francis called for a Day of Prayer for Peace, His 

Beatitude Sviatoslav, the Father and Head of the UGCC addressed 

the faithful with an invitation to join this prayer vigil, the spiritual 

guardian of peace in Ukraine: “World prayer is a moment of 

special spiritual guard to which Pope Francis calls us today. I call on all the children of our Church to join the 

prayer of spiritual guard wherever you are. I am asking you to pray for Ukraine. May the Lord hear our prayers! 

My He accept our prayers! May fasting and penance be stronger than any modern weapon! May God let peace 

descend on Ukraine and on the whole world!” 

Services were broadcast live from around UGCC churches in Ukraine: Kyiv, Lviv, Ivano-Frankivsk, 

Zarvanytsia Marian Spiritual Center, Melbourne, Paris, Rome, London, Przemyśl, Philadelphia and Winnipeg. 

The prayer vigil was attended by clergy and laypeople, as well as students and teachers of Catholic universities, 

academies and seminaries. 

Ukraine was supported by Catholic bishops in their appeals throughout Europe: Italy, Poland and Ukraine in 

particular, as well as America, including the United States, Canada and Brazil. 

Molebens with the participation of Roman Catholic bishops took place in the churches of Kyiv and London. 

The Apostolic Nuncio to Ukraine Archbishop Visvaldas Kulbokas led the prayer for peace in St. Alexander's 

Church in Kyiv. 

In the appeals made by bishops of the UGCC on the occasion of the Day of Prayer for Peace in Ukraine and 

the World, adding to words about the power of faith and prayer, there was a statement that the war in Ukraine 

could be the beginning of a larger military confrontation. The world's attention is once again drawn to Ukraine, 

which is threatened by a full-scale invasion. 

12-hour online prayer marathon of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church on Zhyve.TV on Facebook and 

YouTube with live broadcasts of services from around the world was held for the first time. 

At the end of the day of prayer for peace in Ukraine and the world, the Father and Head of the UGCC thanked 

everyone for participating in the prayer and, particularly, Pope Francis for understanding the difficult situation 

in Ukraine and calling for the whole world to spiritually support Ukraine and Ukrainian people. 

“Pope Francis did not just call, but was a participant in this prayer. He personally prayed "Our Father" and 

asked everyone to say this prayer many times a day”, the Major Archbishop said. 

He also added that even though the all-day prayer vigil of the UGCC has come to an end, the day of prayer, 

fasting and repentance for peace in Ukraine is continuing. 

The UGCC Department for Information 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 11 

Pope urges efforts towards promoting human fraternity 
 

Ahead of the International Day of Human Fraternity, Pope Francis reaffirms that “today is a time of 

fraternity”, and calls on everyone to take steps towards avoiding divisions among peoples. 

 

By Benedict Mayaki, SJ 

“The day after tomorrow, 4 February, we will celebrated the second 

International Day of Human Fraternity,” Pope Francis said at the General 

Audience on Wednesday. 

He noted that the anniversary is cause for satisfaction since the nations 

of the entire world are joining in this celebration, which is “aimed at 

promoting interreligious and intercultural dialogue” as advocated in the 

“Document on Human Fraternity for World Peace and Living Together.” 

The Document on Human Fraternity was signed by Pope Francis and the Grand Imam of Al-Azhar, 

Muhammad Ahmad al-Tayyib on 4 February 2019 in Abu Dhabi. 

'Today is a time of fraternity' 

Fraternity, Pope Francis explained, “means reaching out to others, respecting them, and listening to 

them with an open heart.” 

The Holy Father then expressed hope that we will take concrete steps, together with the believers of 

other religions and people of goodwill “to affirm that today is a time of fraternity, avoiding fueling clashes, 

divisions, and closures.” 

“Let us pray and commit ourselves every day,” he said, “so that we may all live in peace as brothers 

and sisters.” 

 

Pope at Angelus: Find Jesus in those  

who are close to you every day 
 

Pope Francis reflects on the Gospel reading of the day inviting believers to be humble and willing and 

never to reject the ways of the Lord. 

 

By Linda Bordoni 

Reflecting on the passage from the Gospel of Luke that tells of how Jesus met with incomprehension 

and hostility when he gave his first sermon in his home town, Nazareth, Pope Francis invited Christians to 

believe in good, even when faced with closures and rejection (Lk 4:21-30). 

Speaking during the Sunday Angelus, the Pope recalled that in Nazareth, Jesus is received with 

incomprehension and hostility. Rather than a word of truth, he explained, his fellow villagers “wanted miracles 

and prodigious signs.” 

They reject him, he said, and “Jesus therefore utters a phrase that has become proverbial: “No prophet 

is acceptable in his own country.” 

The Pope explained that these words reveal “that Jesus’ failure was not entirely unexpected. He knew 

his people, he knew the risk he was running, he took rejection into account.” 

“And, so, we might wonder: why, if he foresees a failure, does he go to his hometown all the same? 

Why do good to people who are not willing to accept you?” 

This, Pope Francis continued, is  a question that we too often ask ourselves. But it is a question that 

helps us understand God better: “Faced with our closures, he does not withdraw: he does not put brakes on 

his love.” 

Leave no stone unturned in doing good 

He noted that this is exemplified by the unconditional love of parents who are aware of the ingratitude 

of their children, but do not cease to love them and do good to them. God, he added, “is the same, but at a 

much higher level. And today he invites us too to believe in good, to leave no stone unturned in doing good.” 

Readiness and humility 

Something else, the Pope said, is revealed by what happens in Nazareth that causes us to ask ourselves 

questions pertaining to our own hostility and unwelcoming attitudes. 
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“Let us look at the models of acceptance that Jesus proposes today,” he said, noting that “They are two 

foreigners: a widow from Sarepta of Sidon and Naaman, the Syrian.” 

Both of them, he recalled welcomed prophets: “the first Elijah, the second Elisha.” But neither was an 

easy reception, and both went through trials. 

The widow and Naaman, in short, accepted through willingness and humility, the Pope said, explain 

that faith passes through readiness and humility. 

“The widow and Naaman did not reject the ways of God and his prophets; they were docile, not rigid 

and closed.” 

Jesus asks us to accept him in our daily reality 

Jesus, the Pope said, also goes the way of the prophets: he presents himself as we would not expect. 

“He is not found by those who seek miracles, new sensations, a faith made up of power and external signs. He 

is found instead by those who accept his ways and his challenges, without complaint, without suspicion, 

without criticism and long faces.” 

In other words, he said, “Jesus asks you to accept him in the daily reality that you live; in the Church 

of today, as it is; in those who are close to you every day; in the reality of those in need. He is there, inviting 

us to purify ourselves in the river of availability and in many healthy baths of humility.” 

Our Lady shows us the way to welcome Jesus 

Perhaps, Pope Francis concluded, “after many years as believers, we think we know the Lord well, 

with our ideas and our judgments. The risk is that we get used to Jesus, we close ourselves up to his newness, 

frozen in our positions. Instead, the Lord asks us for an open mind and a simple heart. 

“May Our Lady, model of humility and willingness, show us the way to welcome Jesus.” 

 

Ukraine: Archbishop Gallagher warns everyone suffers in war 
 

The Vatican’s Secretary for Relations with States, Archbishop Paul Richard Gallagher, leads a special 

prayer for peace in Ukraine, and urges international leaders to overcome hostility and strive for peace.  

By Devin Watkins 

The Basilica of St. Mary in Trastevere, not far from 

the Vatican, played host to a special prayer vigil on 

Wednesday evening, which saw Catholics gather to pray for 

peace in Ukraine. 

The event came in response to Pope Francis’ request 

for a day of prayer for peace in the Eastern European nation, 

so that fraternity might overcome the threat of renewed war. 

Archbishop Paul Richard Gallagher presided over the 

celebration, as diplomats from four European nations met 

separately in Paris to discuss the crisis. 

Russia has amassed over 100,000 troops near its border with Ukraine and held live-fire exercises, 

leading to fears of a full-blown invasion. 

Silencing the winds of war 

“May the winds of war be silenced,” urged Archbishop Gallagher at the prayer vigil. “May the wounds 

of men, women, and children be preserved from the horrors of conflict.” 

He expressed the solidarity of all the Catholic faithful with the people of Ukraine as they face the 

spectre of war. 

The Vatican’s Secretary for Relations with States highlighted the disparity between those who threaten 

war and those who become its victims. 

“These are painful situations that deprive so many men of even the most fundamental rights,” he said. 

But even more scandalous, he added, “is to see that those who suffer most from conflicts are not those who 

decide whether or not to start them, but are above all those who are only helpless victims of them.” 

Promoting peace among all 

The Archbishop lamented the pain endured by entire nations as a result of “carefully calculated actions 

carried out in a systemic manner,” rather than by natural disasters or events beyond human control. 

He recalled that all humanity is called to promote peace, since God has made us all brothers and sisters 

in Christ. 
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Archbishop Gallagher said Christians must recognize our links to both those who cause war and those 

who endure its consequences. So, he added, we must present all parties to God the Father, and invoke upon 

all the Lord’s gift of peace. 

 

President of Italian Episcopal Conference  

expressed support for Ukraine 

 
Due to tensions around Ukraine, Cardinal Gualtiero Bassetti, the President of Italian Episcopal 

Conference sent a letter to His Beatitude Sviatoslav, expressing his solidarity with Ukraine and assured 

that “Church of Italy stands by Your Beatitude with big love and a fervent prayer”. 

 
 

"The news that comes in of our beloved Ukrainian land every day overwhelms us with sadness and 

anxiety”, the head of Italian episcopate emphasized. 

Cardinal Bassetti assured His Beatitude Sviatoslav that "in these dramatic hours the Church of Italy 

stands next to His Beatitude with great love and a fervent prayer", adding that on Saturday, January 29 during 

the solemn celebration of the day of the patron saint Constance, in the cathedral of his diocese in Citta della 

Pieve, prayers and supplications to God will be offered for His Beatitude, for the beloved Ukrainian people, 

so that new sufferings would pass over the people who have already suffered so much in the past. 

Cardinal Gwaltiero Bassetti visited Ukraine in July 2018 at the invitation of His Beatitude 

Sviatoslav.  During his visit to the UGCC, Cardinal Bassetti took part in a nationwide pilgrimage to the Marian 

Center in Zarvanytsia which was dedicated to the 1030th anniversary of the Baptism of Rus-Ukraine and a 

prayer for peace. 

The UGCC Department for Information 

 

Cardinal Ayuso: 'Human fraternity is a personal attitude' 

 
Ahead of the anniversary of the signing of the Document on Human Fraternity, Cardinal Miguel Ayuso 

talks about the responsibility we all have as individuals to promote fraternity in our daily lives. 

 

By Francesca Merlo and Christopher Wells  

Fraternity is a global concept, according to Cardinal Miguel 

Ángel Ayuso Guixot, President of the Pontifical Council for 

Interrreligious Dialogue, and member of the Higher Commission of 

the Document on Human Fraternity and Living Together. 

The Cardinal spoke with Christopher Wells ahead of the 4 

February anniversary of the signing of the Document. 

Global call for fraternity 

Cardinal Ayuso noted that "a call" was made on 4 February 2019 when Pope Francis and the Grand 

Imam of al-Azhar signed the Document on Human Fraternity during the Holy Father's Apostolic Visit to Abu 

Dhabi. 

It is, more specifically, "a global call", continued Cardinal Ayuso. He explained that after the 

Document was signed, a Higher Committee was created in order to promote fraternity but that this promotion 
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"does not fall on the shoulders of the Holy Father" and nor on those of the Grand Imam or of the Higher 

Committee. 

"It is the responsibility of all", he stressed.  

Cardinal Ayuso explains that "our responsibility as a committee is to keep alive the contents of the 

Document." 

“Our call is that all people belonging to different religious traditions and organisations take their own 

responsibility in promoting this beautiful and remarkable concept that is fraternity, and that it is absolutely 

necessary for today's world and for our future.” 

Implementing fraternity  

Cardinal Ayuso went on to explain that fraternity is promoted through "a dialogue of life", through 

one's own responsibilities in our daily lives. 

Here, he continued, there are many possibilities for everyone at any time to "do good and promote the 

common good, to work together and defend the human dignity of every human person and to work together 

to promote social cohesion within our societies." 

This is why it is so important also for our different religious communities to take seriously the elements 

and concepts that are common to our respective religious traditions, specifically "promoting and doing good 

and living in a spirit of fraternity." 

With this in mind, the fraternity called for by Pope Francis and the Grand Imam, "is something that 

has to keep all alive." 

Cardinal Ayuso concluded by noting that human fraternity is "an attitude, a personal attitude, which 

we as human beings must have in our daily lives and relationships with others." 
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Announcements
 

 

Holy Ghost Ukrainian Catholic Church in West 

Easton is now taking orders for February’s pierogi sale. 

Pick-ups begin on the afternoon of Wednesday, February 9 

and continue through Sunday, February 13. The potato and 

cheese pierogies are $8 per dozen ($4 per 1/2 dozen). We 

are also offering homemade sesame noodles! These 

noodles are a parish favorite and are available for $8 per 

quart in both spicy and non-spicy varieties. Please specify 

which kind you would like when ordering. 

All food is made with love by the parishioners of 

Holy Ghost Ukrainian Catholic Church. Orders may be placed by calling the rectory at (610) 252-4266 or our 

parishioner JoAnn at (610) 509-3155. You can also order via email by writing to pastor@holyghostucc.com. 

The cutoff date for orders is 1 pm on Sunday, February 6. Orders placed after then cannot be guaranteed 

and will be put on a standby list. 

 

 

 
 

The Good Samaritan pantry of the Philadelphia Archeparchy is collecting gloves, mittens, hats, 

scarfs, and blankets for the homeless people. Please bring clean items to the Pantry or leave them at the 

cathedral of the Immaculate Conception. 

 

The Pantry is open Monday thru Friday from 9:30 to 3:30PM. Distribution is on Tuesday from 

10AM to 12PM. 

Address: 

827 N. Franklin Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19123 

For details please call Sister Theodora Kopyn (215) 429-0560 

mailto:pastor@holyghostucc.com
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Volunteers Are Needed! 
Our Good Samaritan Pantry needs volunteers. You can contact the Pantry by phone 
number (215) 429-0560 or by email goodsamaritan@ukrcap.org 
You can also find more information by visiting Good Samaritan Food Pantry Facebook 
Page 
  

 

 

 
 

 

Congratulations  
 

Happy Birthday! 
 

• February 6 - Rev. Robert Hitchens  
 

 

 

Thanks for your faithfulness! 
 

Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia | 
http://ukrarcheparchy.us 
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