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The Way Newsletter 

September 17, 2021 

 

Holy Relics of the Saints Exposition!!! 

On Sunday, September 19, 2021, there will be an Exposition of the Holy Relics of the 
Saints at the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchial Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception 
in Philadelphia, PA. 

This is the largest traveling display of relics (over 150) in the world. 

All are welcome to come, pray, and share the word! 

Father Carlos Martins of the Companions of the Cross will be here with an 
extraordinary Vatican collection of over  

150 relics, some as old as 2000 years. Among the treasures will be relics of St. Joseph, 
St. Maria Goretti, St. Therese of Lisieux (the “Little Flower”), St. Francis of Assisi, St. 
Anthony of Padua, St. Thomas Aquinas, and St. Faustina Kowalska. There  

will also be a portion of the Veil of Our Lady and one of the largest remaining pieces of 
the True Cross in the world. Throughout history, many healings have been worked in 
the presence of relics; and thousands have occurred through this ministry. 

Those who will participate at the exhibition of relics have opportunity to receive 
plenary indulgence (after Confession and Communion) granted by the Holy Father 
Pope Francis.  

The presentation will begin in the Cathedral at 12:00 a.m., and the exhibition will 
continue in the Cathedral Hall. 
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On September 16, within the framework of the Book Forum in Lviv, Ukrainian 
translation of the book "Ukrainian Bishop, American Church: Constantine 
Bohachevsky and the Ukrainian Catholic Church" by Martha Bohachevsky-
Chomiak  was presented. Constantine Bohachevsky was the second Ukrainian 

Catholic bishop in Philadelphia and the first Metropolitan of the Metropolia which was 
erected in 1958. 

 

  

https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Martha+Bohachevsky-Chomiak&text=Martha+Bohachevsky-Chomiak&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Martha+Bohachevsky-Chomiak&text=Martha+Bohachevsky-Chomiak&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
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Archeparchy News 

                   
 

       
 

On September 14, our Church celebrated  
the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross. 

According to our tradition, on the evening before the feast, when the Royal Doors are 
still closed, the priest places the Cross decorated with flowers on the tetrapod. The Holy 

Cross is adorned with flowers as a sign that through the suffering and death of our 
Savior we have received the eternal life 

We share with you photos of Crosses decorated with flowers in the parishes of our 
Archeparchy. 

“Before Thy Cross, we bow down in worship, O Master, and Thy holy resurrection, 
we glorify”! 

Photo: 

Parish of St. Nicholas in Passaic, pastor - Fr. Andriy Dudkevych 

Archeparchial Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Philadelphia, pastor - Fr. 

Roman Pitula. 

St. Nicholas Parish in Wilmington, pastor - Fr. Volodymyr Klanichka 
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With great pleasure, we inform you that on October 9, 2021, the first in the United 
States of America traditional charity folk ball "Perelaz" will take place in support of the 
Ukrainian Catholic University! 

The event will take place in Mykhailivka at 1013 Fox Chase Road, Jenkintown, PA 
19046 

Let's prepare and iron our best embroidered shirts! 

P.S. The event will take place in compliance with all necessary safety measures. 

More information https://ucef.org/get-involved-event/philadelphia/ 
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Parish News 
On September 10, the Assumption Catholic School 
students, faculty and teachers excitedly gathered for 
their first Divine Liturgy (Mass) together. Upon entering, 
much to their delight, the new students discovered the 
splendour and beauty, majesty and magnificence of the 
parish church. As the sunlight filtered through the 
beautiful stained-glass windows, the atmosphere of the 
prayer was magical and very spiritual. Fr. Ivan Turyk 

blessed rosaries and encouraged all students to pray to the Blessed Mary who is the 
patron of ACS. At the end of the worship, the Principal Mrs. Shumny recognized 
students who helped around the school during the summer break. Wonderful end to 
the first week of school! 

 

 

Annunciation of BVM Celebrates 

On Sunday, September 12, 2021 the Annunciation of Blessed Virgin Mary parish at 
Melrose Park, PA, in an attempt to return to the old “normal”, held a barbecue luncheon. 
Approximately 65 parishioners attended as well as guests from Ukraine. Everyone was 
delighted to be able to socialize again with old friends whom they have not been able to 
see because of pandemic restrictions.  

Father Ihor Bloshchynskyy and Father Ruslan Borovyi blessed the children and 
teachers as a new school year begins. May God watch over them as they return to in-
person classes. 

Submitted by Myroslawa Hill 

Photos by Stephen Fartuszok 
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SS. Peter and Paul Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church of Simpson, recently held a two-day 
Bake Sale at our sister parish's Food Truck Festival in Olyphant. The sale included 
home-baked goods like, pies, cakes, breads, cookies and pastries. It was a beautiful day 
which was enjoyed by all. Rev. Myron Myronyuk, is Pastor. 
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Father Andriy Chornopyskyi has started helping Rev. Robert 
Hitchens at the Ukrainian Catholic National Shrine in 
Washington, DC and SS Joachim and Anna in Front Royal, 
VA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With the blessing of Metropolitan Borys starting September 15, 
Father Ostap Mykytchyn will help Bishop Andriy Rabiy to 
serve at the parish of St. Michael in Jenkintown. 
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Youth festival Wind of Hope (Lviv, Ukraine) 

May the wind of God’s Spirit lift you up and hope accompany 
you down life’s road, the Head of the UGCC to the participants 

of Wind of Hope festival 

Wind of Hope festival has various functions but the mission is one – to help young 
people to walk with Christ in their lives. His Beatitude Sviatoslav, the Father and Head 
of the UGCC greeted participants of the festival in his video message on September 12, 
2021. 

 

He said that our task as Christians is to revitalize humanity, circumstances and all 
people who live in emerging Ukrainian reality. He also reminded about youth catechism 
“We Go With Christ” presented in the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church few months ago 
and urged to refer to a biblical story The Road to Emmaus, which resonates with the 
festival. Similarly to that event, Christ shows concern for our lives and engages himself 
in all discussions, doubts and tries to walk with us. 

“May your hearts burn within you when God is talking to you. May your hearts be 
warmed up with Divine faith, hope and love, so you, on your return home you might 
warm up those around you”, wished the spiritual leader of youth at the end of the 
festival. 

The UGCC Department for Information 
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Apostolic Journey to Hungary and Slovakia 

 

Pope at Eucharistic Congress:  
Jesus asks each of us, ‘Who am I for you?’ 

Pope Francis celebrates the concluding Mass for the 52nd International Eucharistic 
Congress in Budapest, Hungary, as a ‘Statio Orbis,’ a liturgy manifesting the unity of the 
whole Church around the table of the Lord. 

By Christopher Wells 

Jesus’ question to His disciples in 
Sunday’s Gospel — “Who do you say that I 
am?” — is addressed to each one of us 
personally, Pope Francis said in 
his homily at the concluding Mass for the 
52nd International Eucharistic Congress. 

It is a question, he said, that “calls for 
more than a quick answer straight out of 
the catechism.” Instead, “it requires a vital 

personal response.” 

The Holy Father said that our response “renews us as disciples,” a renewal that involves 
three steps: proclaiming Jesus, discerning with Jesus, and following Jesus. 

Proclaiming Jesus 

The first step - proclaiming Jesus - means more than simply recognising Jesus as the 
Messiah, as St Peter does. It involves proclaiming not only the glory of the resurrection 
but also the suffering of the Cross. 

We, like the disciples, “would prefer a powerful Messiah rather than a crucified 
servant,” the Pope said. In the Eucharist, we are reminded of who God is, that Jesus 
accepted death for our salvation. “We would do well,” Pope Francis said, “to let 
ourselves be taken aback by those daunting words of Jesus." 

Discerning with Jesus 

This leads to the second step, he continued. Like St Peter, who was scandalized by the 
Cross, we too can “take the Lord aside, shove Him into the corner of our hearts,” and go 
our own way without allowing ourselves “to be affected by Jesus’ way of thinking,” the 
Pope said. 

Jesus, however, wants to us to take His side, rather than siding with the world. Pope 
Francis encouraged us to spend time in adoration before the Eucharist, contemplating 
God’s weakness, allowing Jesus “to heal us of self-absorption” and “open our hearts to 
self-giving.” 

Walking behind Jesus 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2021/documents/20210912-omelia-budapest.html
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Finally, Pope Francis considered the “stern command” of Jesus, who says to Peter, “Get 
behind me, Satan!” With these words, the Pope said, “Jesus brings Peter back to 
Himself,” to the “real Jesus,” as opposed to his own conception of Jesus. 

To “get behind Jesus” means “advancing through life with Jesus’s own confident trust” 
that we are beloved children of God, the Pope said. It means imitating Jesus, who came 
to serve and not to be served. So, the Pope said, we are called to a daily encounter with 
our own brothers and sisters, serving them, in order “to be joyful ourselves, and to 
bring joy to others.” 

Concluding his homily, Pope Francis said, “This International Eucharistic Congress 
marks the end of one journey, but more importantly, the beginning of another.” 

He repeated, “Walking behind Jesus means always looking ahead, welcoming the kairos 
of grace, and being challenged each day by the Lord’s question to us, his disciples: Who 
do you say that I am?” 

 

 

Pope in Budapest: Put God at centre and cultivate fraternity 

Andrea Tornielli, the Editorial Director of Vatican News is travelling with Pope Francis 
on his 34th Apostolic Visit abroad taking him to Hungary and Slovakia. He highlights 
some of the most significant events and messages of the day. 

By Andrea Tornielli 

Concluding the International Eucharistic Congress from Heroes' Square in Budapest, 
Pope Francis recalls that the Christian God became a servant by dying for us. Therefore, 
the Christian journey is not a chase after success, but begins with a step backwards, 
with removing oneself from the centre of life to make room for the God who dies on the 
cross, accepting him according to the divine logic of service, not according to the human 
logic of force and conquest. 

After a brief friendly greeting to the authorities, among whom was Prime Minister 
Orbán, in the encounters that preceded the concluding Mass of the congress that 
gathers the Church from all over the world here, Pope Francis invited the bishops not to 
close themselves up in a rigid defence of "our so-called identity", but to open up to the 
encounter with the other, and cultivate together the dream of a fraternal society. He 
invited them to always adopt God's style, that of proximity, compassion and tenderness. 
He invited them not to use words that mark distance and impose judgement, but that 
help them to look to the future with confidence. 

Welcoming, reciprocal openness and bridge-building were the themes on which the 
Pope insisted with the representatives of the other Christian churches and with some 
members of the Jewish communities. Addressing the latter, he spoke of the "threat of 
anti-Semitism, which is still rife in Europe and elsewhere", stating that "it is a fuse that 
must be put out". 

 

 



 11 

Pope in Slovakia: Prešov Divine Liturgy shows Church breathes 
with 'two lungs' 

One of the main highlights of Pope Francis’ visit to Slovakia is the celebration of the 
Byzantine Divine Liturgy in Prešov. Speaking about this historic occasion, Fr Jaroslav 
Lajčiak, Vicar General of the Eparchy of Košice, says it is a great sign of unity for a 
Church that breathes “with two lungs.” 

By Lydia O’Kane 

By accepting an invitation to visit 
Slovakia, Pope Francis is coming to 
a country where Catholic values 
are still deeply rooted in society. 

According to a census carried out 
in 2011, the number of Catholics in 
the Slovak Republic was 65.8%. 

Of that number, 62% belonged to 
the Roman Catholic Church and 
3.8% to the Greek Catholic 

Church.  Out of a total population of 5,397,036 inhabitants, around 206,871 people in 
the country belong to the Slovak Greek Catholic Church, which celebrates the Byzantine 
Greek Rite. 

While in the Slovakia, one of the highlights of Pope Francis’ visit will be to preside at the 
Byzantine Divine Liturgy in Prešov on the 14 of September. The Slovak (Greek) Catholic 
Archeparchy of Prešov is the Metropolitan archeparchy of the Byzantine Rite Slovak 
Greek Catholic Church which covers the Prešov region. It has two suffragan 
dioceses: the Eparchy of Košice and the Eparchy of Bratislava. 

Fr Jaroslav Lajčiak, is the Protosyncellus (equivalent to a Vicar General) of the Eparchy 
of Košice. Speaking to Vatican Radio, he describes the Church in Slovakia as one which 
“is breathing with two lungs, the eastern and western tradition.” 

Fr Lajčiak notes that the “two most important points of this visit in Slovakia are actually 
Šaštin where he (the Pope) will celebrate Holy Mass at the National Shrine,” and the 
celebration of the Byzantine Divine Liturgy, which Pope Francis will preside over 
“together with others as a sign of unity.” 

The Vicar General describes the celebration of the Divine Liturgy in the Byzantine Rite 
as an historic moment. 

Blessings and hope 

The Pope “is coming to strengthen us in faith, to give us hope, to bless Slovakia,” says Fr 
Lajčiak, adding that this is the fourth visit of a Pope to Slovakia. Pope St John Paul II 
visited the country in 1990, 1995 and again in 2003.  The Vicar General calls these past 
visits and the upcoming visit of Pope Francis is a “big honour” for this small European 
nation. 
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A Papal meeting 

It was some months ago that Fr Lajčiak travelled to Rome, recalling a private audience 
he and his Bishop had with Pope Francis in January. “He was asking us if it is true that 
Slovakia is really so close to Budapest, that it is only 200 kilometres, and we told him 
yes Holy Father, not only Bratislava as the capital city of Slovakia… and we told him 
even Košice which is the second biggest city in the eastern part which is like 250 
kilometres.” He goes on to say it was only afterwards that he heard about the Pope’s 
visit to his country. 

Faith and Slovakia 

Fr Lajčiak describes how, after the fall of communism in the 1990’s, there was a “big 
boom” in the nurturing of the faith in the country. Even now, he says, “Slovakia presents 
itself as the Catholic, as the faithful country in the European Union.”  Alluding to the 
differences between the east and west of the country, the Vicar General says, “maybe 
the majority of the faithful are still in the eastern part; I would say we are not so 
influenced from the western culture.” The difference, he continues, is not that big, but it 
is there all the same. 

Papal visit during a pandemic 

The Pope makes his visit to Slovakia at a time when Europe continues to grapple with 
the COVID-19 pandemic and its effects. “Of course like in other countries, even Slovakia 
has had a lot of sick people from the coronavirus, even myself; I got the coronavirus last 
year,” he says. Fr Lajčiak goes on to say that he knows many people who were directly 
touched by the virus. He is keen to point out that Pope Francis, as the Successor of 
Peter, is the “right person to say something, to give us the hope, to say ‘don’t worry, go 
forward to God, trust him, he will help you.’” The Vicar General also notes that it is a 
difficult time for people who have lost their jobs due to the pandemic, and for families 
who have lost loved ones.  He points out that people are still afraid to go back to Church 
for fear of catching the virus. 

Young people 

During his visit to Slovakia, the Pope will meet with young people at the Lokomotiva 
Stadium in Košice. Asked about the reality for young people in the country, 
Fr Lajčiak comments that especially in the eastern part of Slovakia, many young people 
leave their homeland in search of jobs or to enhance their career or travel to the 
western part of the country where there are more jobs. The Vicar General says the 
Pope’s meeting with young people is of great importance, and is an encouragement to 
them in both their faith and their lives. 

Recalling the words of Pope St John Paul II, who said that Slovakia has the very 
important role of helping to being the faith back to Europe, Fr Lajčiak expresses the 
hope that a small country like Slovakia can help to re-evangelise Europe. 
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Pope at Divine Liturgy in Slovakia:  
Let us turn our hearts to the Cross 

Pope Francis presides at the celebration of the Divine Liturgy in the Byzantine Rite in 
Prešov, calling on the faithful of Slovakia to “turn the eyes” of their hearts “to the 
crucified Jesus.” 

By Christopher Wells 

On Tuesday in Prešov, Pope Francis 
presided at the Divine Liturgy for the Feast 
of the Universal Exaltation of the Precious 
and Life-Giving Cross. 

The liturgy, in the Byzantine Rite, was 
celebrated by the Metropolitan Archbishop 
of Prešov, Ján Babjak, and concelebrated 
by numerous Greek and Latin Catholic 
prelates. 

In his homily, Pope Francis repeated the words of St Paul: “We proclaim Christ 
crucified… the power of God and the wisdom of God.” The Cross, which on the surface 
can seem to be a “scandal” and “foolishness,” reveals to us “the beauty of God’s love”: 
“The Cross was an instrument of death, yet it became the source of life.” 

The Pope noted that in Tuesday’s Liturgy, the account of the crucifixion is taken from 
the Gospel of St John, who was personally present at the foot of the Cross. Saint John, he 
said, “sees and testifies.” 

Seeing 

At the foot of the Cross, John sees Jesus, an innocent man, put to death. “In the eyes of 
the world, the Cross represents failure.” We too, the Pope said, can look on the Cross 
superficially, failing to see its message. Instead, we long for a triumphalist Christianity, 
losing sight of the humble love of Jesus. “Christianity without the Cross,” said Pope 
Francis, “is a worldly” and sterile Christianity. 

Instead, St John saw precisely in the Cross the presence and work of God, who chose to 
enter into the misery of human history in this way. The Cross, said Pope Francis, shows 
us that no one is in so desperate a situation that they cannot find Christ there, in their 
suffering. 

Pope Francis said that we must learn to see the glory of the Cross by living it, looking on 
the crucified Jesus, and opening our hearts to Him. 

Bearing witness 

Contemplating Jesus on the Cross leads to bearing witness, the Pope said. By doing so, 
the face of Jesus comes to be reflected on our own: “His features become ours, the love 
of Christ wins us over and transforms us.” 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2021/documents/20210914-omelia-presov.html
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Pope Francis reflected on the martyrs of our own recent history, especially the martyrs 
of Slovakia. Their witness was “borne out of love of Him Whom they had long 
contemplated, to the point that they resembled Him even in their death.” 

The Pope insisted that our witness must not be worldly or indifferent. “A witness who 
bears the Cross in his or her heart… views no one as an enemy, but everyone as a sister 
or brother for whom Jesus gave His life.” The only strategy for witnesses of the Cross is 
“that of the Master: humble love.” 

Pope Francis called on the faithful to “cherish the memory” of the witnesses they 
themselves have seen. He reminded them, too, that “today, the Lord, from the eloquent 
silence of the Cross, is also asking each of you: Do you want to be my witness?” 

 

 

 

Pope's visit to Slovakia helped strengthen faith 

Following the Pope's visit to the Roma community in Slovakia, a Salesian priest who 
works in the area describes the effect the Holy Father's visit had on those living in the 
neighbourhood. 

By Vatican News staff writer 

 

At the conclusion of the Pope’s 34th Apostolic visit abroad, the day after the Pope met 
with members of Slovakia’s Roma community, Fr Maroš Peciar, a Salesian priest who 
works with local authorities in the Luník IX, where the Pope visited the Roma 
community, spoke to Lydia O’Kane about his experience following the visit. 

Visit to the Roma community 

Fr Peciar describes what he saw after the event had finished. While cleaning the areas 
where the pilgrims had been, he describes the unusual silence that surrounded them. 
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“Usually music and voices go on until midnight, he notes, "or even much later”. Instead, 
Fr Peciar says that “the local inhabitants were unusually quiet”. 

We saw that the people felt they were loved, said Fr Peciar, “they were very very 
happy”. Such a small “thing” he said, really made a difference. 

The Pope in Slovakia 

Speaking more generically of the Pope’s trip to Slovakia, Fr Peciar says he believes the 
Pope visited “just to make us stronger in light of our faith, because we see that a lot of 
different ideas are present in the life of the Church. Maybe we are not all courageous 
like pope Francis asks us to be”, he says. 

The Pope underlined this in his final homily says Fr Peciar: “inviting us to walk on the 
street of life.. to be prophets of our time.. and to be rich in compassion”, and these three 
points, Fr Peciar stresses, “are how we can be stronger with our faith”. 

 
 

 

  

https://www.comunicazione.va/en/sostienici.html
https://www.comunicazione.va/en/sostienici.html
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Church News 
 

Ukrainian Greek-Catholics in Hungary will be granted land for 
building church, school and kindergarten 

On September 9, 2021 His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav, the Father and Head of the 
UGCC met in Budapest with Zsolt 
Semjén, deputy prime minister of 
Hungary. The agreement was reached 
to grant Ukrainians land to build a 
church, school and kindergarten. 
Ukrainian Greek-Catholics in Hungary 
requested His Beatitude Sviatoslav and 
both Roman Catholic Church and 
Greek-Catholic Church to support their 
initiative. 

 

During the meeting the sides discussed current affairs of Ukrainian community in 
Hungary. Deputy prime minister assured the Head of the UGCC that Hungarian 
government will facilitate the process of building church and school with a 
kindergarten. 

The UGCC Department for Information 

according to report of press service of the UGCC in Hungary 

 

 

The Head of the UGCC unveils the first monument to His Beatitude Lubomyr 
Husar 

 
On September 9, 2021 His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav, the Father and Head of the UGCC 
unveils in Vinnytsia the first monument to His 
Beatitude Lubomyr Husar, the nation’s moral 
authority. 
 
On this occasion on September 9 – 14 a chain 
of events called “A week of Patriarch Lubomyr 
Husar. Join the great” will be held in the city. 
This celebration is aimed to reveal the figure 
of the great Patriarch better and re-consider 
his input in developing Church and Ukraine. 
Press service of Kyiv archeparchy  
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Spirituality and reading suggestion 
 

Sunday after the Exaltation of the Cross 

“What profit is there for one to gain the whole world and forfeit his (eternal) life?” 
(Mark 8:36) 

Throughout our earthly life, we are called to become 
disciples of the Lord.  Our Lord tells us: “Whoever 
wishes to come after Me must deny himself, take up his 
cross, and follow Me.”  This was the message given not 
only to the apostles but to the crowd in general.  The 
Lord knew that some would not accept this 
message.  They would reject it.  There would be some 
who would be ashamed of Jesus and His words, the 
Gospel message.  Nonetheless, the Lord goes on to say 
that the Son of Man will be ashamed of (those) when He 
comes in His Father’s glory with the holy angels.” This 
indicates to us all that there is a connection between 

our earthly life and eternal life. 

To those who busy themselves with the acquisition of earthly “goods” and do so 
indiscriminately can darken their soul and forfeit the divine inheritance the Lord God 
has acquired for us all by His Cross and Resurrection.  For what can a man (person) 
give in exchange for his soul.  Man has been created in the image and likeness of 
God.  God is our Heavenly Father and we all are children of God.  God created us having 
not only a body, but also a soul.  The body we now have is temporal, but the soul we 
possess is eternal. 

The Lord tells us that in this life we may experience difficulties.  The devil will tempt us 
and seek to have us fall into sin, as did Adam and Eve.  But we do not have to go it alone, 
we can turn to the Lord God in prayer and seek His divine assistance, His manifold 
blessings.  Each day we may face new challenges to live the Gospel message.  We may 
have to suffer and if need be die for the Faith.  It is our Holy Faith that we cling to and 
cherish in our times of need. 

We live in the faith of the Son of God Who loved us and gave Himself up on the Cross to 
save all of us from sin and to open wide the gates to the Heavenly Kingdom.  Being a 
true, authentic disciple of the Lord may involve some pain and suffering.  Nonetheless, 
we bear our daily crosses lovingly and patiently, knowing that God Who knows and 
sees all will one day repay all, each according to his/her deeds. 

The Cross was an act of self-giving, self-sacrificial Love.  Jesus died, so that we all may 
live forever.  After the Cross came the Resurrection, the victory over the powers of sin, 
death and evil.  Christ’s Resurrection is a pledge, a promise of our own resurrection if 
we remain faithful to Christ and His Gospel message.  Our eyes are to be fixed 
heavenward and not to be overly concerned about the acquisition of earthly, temporal 
goods, where moths and rust corrode and thieves break in and steal.  Let us have 
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compassion for one another, especially for the ”lowly” of this world – the handicap and 
those in need.  May the Love of Christ be in one’s heart and may we be ever ready to 
share it with those we encounter throughout our lives.  Let us make room for Christ in 
our daily lives, so that we may say as did St. Paul: “It is no longer I who live, but Christ 
Who lives in me.” (Galatians 2:20) 

Rev. D. George Worschak 

 

 

Pope: Abortion is murder, the Church must be close and 
compassionate, not political 

Speaking to journalists on the return flight from Slovakia, Pope Francis talks about his 
dialogue with Hungarian authorities, anti-Semitism, and vaccines, as well as Holy 
Communion for politicians who approve abortion laws. 

By VATICAN NEWS 

"Abortion is murder: the Church cannot change its position, but "every time the bishops 
have as pastors, they have taken sides on the political front." These were Pope Francis’ 
words during a conversation with journalists on the papal flight from Bratislava to 
Rome, at the conclusion of his trip to Budapest and Slovakia. 

Istávan Károly Kuzmányi 
(Magyar Kurir): Holy Father, 
thank you for your visit to 
Budapest where you quoted 
Cardinal Mindszenty who said, 
"If there are one million 
Hungarians praying, I am not 
afraid of the future..." Why did 
you decide to participate in the 
Eucharistic Congress in 
Budapest after 21 years, and 
how do you see Christianity in Europe? 

Some people had bad thoughts about the visit to Budapest, it was planned that way, but 
I promised your President to see whether it will be possible to come back next year or 
the following one. The Hungarians have so many values, I was struck by a deep, deep 
sense of ecumenism. In general, Europe - I always say this - must resume the dreams of 
its Founding Fathers. The European Union is not a meeting in which to get things done, 
there is a spirit behind the EU that Schumann, Adenauer, De Gasperi dreamed of. 
There's the danger that it has become just a managerial office, and that is not good, it 
must delve into its essence, search for Europe’s roots and nourish them. And all the 
countries must move forward. It is true that there are some interests, perhaps not 
European ones, that attempt to use the European Union for ideological colonization, 
and this is not good. I was with you in Transylvania, that Mass was beautiful. 
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Bohumil Petrik (Dennik Standard): The issue of vaccination has divided 
Christians in Slovakia. You say that it is an act of love to get vaccinated, but there 
have been different approaches in different Dioceses. How do we reconcile on 
this issue? 

It is a bit strange because humanity has a history of friendship with vaccines: measles, 
polio... perhaps this agitation is due to uncertainty, not only regarding the pandemic. 
There is the diversity of the vaccines, and also the reputation of some vaccines that they 
are a little more than distilled water, and this has created fear. There are others who 
say they are dangerous because they claim that the vaccine introduces the virus into 
one’s system. Even in the college of cardinals  there are some ‘deniers,’ and one of them, 
poor man, is in hospital with the virus. It’s an irony of life. I can't explain it well, some 
say it’s because vaccines are not sufficiently tested. It must be quite clear: everyone in 
the Vatican is vaccinated except for a small group that is being is being assisted. 

Daniel Verdú Palai (El Pais): On Sunday morning you met with Orbán and one can 
understand some of the differences. We wanted to ask how the meeting went, 
whether you touched on the issues of migrants and how you feel about the laws 
on homosexuals that he has enacted. 

I was visited, the President came to see me, he had this courtesy. It is the third time I 
have met him, and he came with the Prime Minister and the Deputy Minister. The 
President spoke. The first topic was ecology, really chapeau for you Hungarians, the 
ecological conscience that you have. He explained how they purify the rivers, things 
that I did not know. Then I asked about the average age, because I am worried about 
the demographic winter. In Italy the average age is 47, Spain I think is even worse, 
many villages are empty or with many elderly people. How can this be resolved? The 
president explained to me the law they have to help young couples to get married and 
have children. Interesting, it is a law that is quite similar to the French law, but more 
developed. They explained this to me, there they added something, the Prime Minister 
and the Vice-Minister on how this law was. On immigration, nothing. Then we went 
back to ecology. The family, in the sense of demography: you can see that there are so 
many young people, so many children. In Slovakia, too, there are many young couples. 
Now the challenge is to find jobs, so that they don't go abroad looking for them. But 
these were the things... The president always spoke, both ministers added some data. 
The meeting lasted quite a long time, about 40 minutes. 

Gerard O'Connell (America): First of all, I wanted to tell you that we are all happy 
about the surgery, which produced a wonderful result, you are rejuvenated! 

Pope Francis: They told me that some people wanted to have the operation.... But it 
wasn't cosmetic! 

O’Connell: You have often said that we are all sinners, and that the Eucharist is 
not a reward for the perfect but a medicine and food for the weak. As you know, 
in the USA after the last elections, there was a discussion among the bishops 
about giving communion to politicians who supported abortion laws, and there 
are bishops who want to deny communion to the president and other officials. 
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Some bishops are in favourable, others say not to use the Eucharist as a weapon. 
What do you think and what do you advise the bishops to do? And have you as a 
bishop in all these years publicly refused the Eucharist to anyone? 

Pope Francis: I have never refused the Eucharist to anyone; I don't know if anyone has 
come in these conditions! This even as a priest. I have never been conscious of having a 
person like the one you describe in front of me, that is true. The only time I've ever had 
a nice thing happen was when I went to serve Mass in an old people's home, I was in 
the living room, and I said: who wants Communion? All the old people raised their 
hands. One little old lady raised her hand and took Communion and said: "Thank you, 
I'm Jewish" And I said: "What I gave you is Jewish too!" 

Communion is not a prize for the perfect - think of Jansenism - Communion is a gift, a 
present, it is the presence of Jesus in the Church and in the community. Then, those who 
are not in the community cannot take Communion, like this Jewish lady, but the Lord 
wanted to reward her without my knowledge. Out of the community – ex-
communicated - because they are not baptised or have drifted away. 

The second problem, that of abortion: it's more than a problem, it's homicide, whoever 
has an abortion, kills. No mincing words. Take any book on embryology for medical 
students. The third week after conception, all the organs are already there, even the 
DNA... it is a human life, this human life must be respected, this principle is so clear! To 
those who cannot understand, I would ask this question: Is it right to kill a human life to 
solve a problem? Is it right to hire a hitman to kill a human life? Scientifically, it is a 
human life. Is it right to take it out to solve a problem? That is why the Church is so 
harsh on this issue, because if it accepts this, it is as if it accepts daily murder. A Head of 
State told me that the demographic decline began because in those years there was 
such a strong law on abortion that six million abortions were performed and this left a 
decline in births in the society of that country. 

Now we go to that person who is not in the community, who cannot receive 
Communion. And this is not a punishment, he is outside. But the problem is not 
theological, it is pastoral, how we bishops manage this principle pastorally. And if we 
look at the history of the Church, we will see that every time the bishops have not dealt 
with a problem as pastors, they have taken sides on a political front. Think of the night 
of St Bartholomew's, “Heretics, yes, let's cut their throats!... Think of the witch-hunts… 
of Campo di Fiori, of Savonarola. When the Church defends a principle, when it does so 
in a non-pastoral manner, it takes sides on a political level, and this has always been the 
case, just look at history. What must the pastor do? Be a pastor, don’t go condemning. 
Be a pastor, because he is a pastor also for the excommunicated. Pastors with God's 
style, which is closeness, compassion, and tenderness. The whole Bible says so. A pastor 
who does not know how to act as a pastor... I am not very familiar with the details of the 
United States... But if you're close, tender, and give communion? It’s a hypothesis. The 
pastor knows what to do at all times. But if you go beyond the pastoral dimension of the 
Church, you become a politician, and you can see this in all the non-pastoral 
condemnations of the Church... If you say you can give or not give, this is casuistry... 
Remember the storm that was whipped up with Amoris laetitia? “Heresy, heresy!” 
Fortunately, Cardinal Schoenborn, a great theologian, was there, he clarified things... 
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They are children of God and they need our pastoral closeness, then the pastor resolves 
things as the Spirit indicates to him. 

Stefano Maria Paci (Sky Tg 24): I think you will consider this message I am about 
to give you as a gift. Edith Bruck, the Jewish writer you visited at home, asked me 
to give it to you, [it is] a long message signed, "Your sister Edith," in which she 
thanks you for your gestures and appeals against anti-Semitism on this trip… 

Pope Francis: Anti-Semitism is making a resurgence, it is fashionable, it is an ugly, ugly 
thing.... 

SMP: You spoke about it with the Hungarian authorities. And a resolution came 
from Strasbourg calling for the recognition of homosexual marriages. What are 
your thoughts? 

Marriage is a sacrament, the Church has no power to change the sacraments as the Lord 
has instituted them. There are laws that try to help the situations of many people who 
have a different sexual orientation. It's important, the States have the possibility civilly 
to support them, to give them security of inheritance, healthcare, etc., not only for 
homosexuals, but for all people who want to join themselves together. But marriage is 
marriage. This does not mean condemning them, they are our brothers and sisters, we 
must accompany them. There are civil laws, for widows for example, who want to 
associate themselves, with a law, in order to have services... there is the French PACS 
[civil solidarity pact], but it has nothing to do with marriage as a sacrament, which is 
between a man and a woman. Sometimes they create confusion. They are all equal 
brothers and sisters. The Lord is good, He desires the salvation of all, but please, don't 
make the Church deny her truth. Many people with a homosexual orientation approach 
penance, they seek counsel from the priest, the Church helps them, but the sacrament 
of marriage is something else. 

Then the Pope added: 

I read a beautiful thing about one of you. It said that this journalist was available 24 
hours a day for work and that she always lets others go first and she behind, she gives 
the floor to others and she remains silent. This is what Manuel Beltran says about our 
Eva Fernandez, thank you! 

This is a working translation of a rough Italian transcription. 

Updated: September 16 at 12:10. 
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Ecumenical Patriarch, Pope and Archbishop of Canterbury call 
for the Protection of Creation 

 
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, Pope Francis, and the Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby 

Photo Credit: Jeffrey Bruno and Lambeth Palace 

The leaders of the Orthodox, Catholic and Anglican communions of churches have 
issued a rare joint statement on the need to protect creation. The message was released 
yesterday (Tuesday) during the Season of Creation, which runs from runs from 1 
September – designated as the World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation – to 4 
October – the feast of Saint Francis of Assisi. It looks ahead to the UN climate change 
conference taking place in Glasgow, Scotland, in November.  

Their statement, in full, is published below. 

A Joint Message for the Protection of Creation 

For more than a year, we have all experienced the devastating effects of a global 
pandemic – all of us, whether poor or wealthy, weak or strong. Some were more 
protected or vulnerable than others, but the rapidly-spreading infection meant that we 
have depended on each other in our efforts to stay safe. We realised that, in facing this 
worldwide calamity, no one is safe until everyone is safe, that our actions really do 
affect one another, and that what we do today affects what happens tomorrow.  

These are not new lessons, but we have had to face them anew. May we not waste this 
moment. We must decide what kind of world we want to leave to future generations. 
God mandates: “Choose life, so that you and your children might live” (Dt 30:19). We 
must choose to live differently; we must choose life.  

September is celebrated by many Christians as the Season of Creation, an opportunity 
to pray and care for God’s creation. As world leaders prepare to meet in November at 
Glasgow to deliberate on the future of our planet, we pray for them and consider what 
the choices we must all make. Accordingly, as leaders of our Churches, we call on 
everyone, whatever their belief or worldview, to endeavour to listen to the cry of the 
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earth and of people who are poor, examining their behaviour and pledging meaningful 
sacrifices for the sake of the earth which God has given us.  

The Importance of Sustainability  

In our common Christian tradition, the Scriptures and the Saints provide illuminating 
perspectives for comprehending both the realities of the present and the promise of 
something larger than what we see in the moment. The concept of stewardship – of 
individual and collective responsibility for our God-given endowment – presents a vital 
starting-point for social, economic and environmental sustainability. In the New 
Testament, we read of the rich and foolish man who stores great wealth of grain while 
forgetting about his finite end (Lk 12.13–21). We learn of the prodigal son who takes 
his inheritance early, only to squander it and end up hungry (Lk 15.11–32). We are 
cautioned against adopting short term and seemingly inexpensive options of building 
on sand, instead of building on rock for our common home to withstand storms (Mt 
7.24–27). These stories invite us to adopt a broader outlook and recognise our place in 
the extended story of humanity.  

But we have taken the opposite direction. We have maximised our own interest at the 
expense of future generations. By concentrating on our wealth, we find that long-term 
assets, including the bounty of nature, are depleted for short-term advantage. 
Technology has unfolded new possibilities for progress but also for accumulating 
unrestrained wealth, and many of us behave in ways which demonstrate little concern 
for other people or the limits of the planet. Nature is resilient, yet delicate. We are 
already witnessing the consequences of our refusal to protect and preserve it (Gn 2.15). 
Now, in this moment, we have an opportunity to repent, to turn around in resolve, to 
head in the opposite direction. We must pursue generosity and fairness in the ways that 
we live, work and use money, instead of selfish gain. 

The Impact on People Living with Poverty 

The current climate crisis speaks volumes about who we are and how we view and 
treat God’s creation. We stand before a harsh justice: biodiversity loss, environmental 
degradation and climate change are the inevitable consequences of our actions, since 
we have greedily consumed more of the earth’s resources than the planet can endure. 
But we also face a profound injustice: the people bearing the most catastrophic 
consequences of these abuses are the poorest on the planet and have been the least 
responsible for causing them. We serve a God of justice, who delights in creation and 
creates every person in God’s image, but also hears the cry of people who are poor. 
Accordingly, there is an innate call within us to respond with anguish when we see such 
devastating injustice.  

Today, we are paying the price. The extreme weather and natural disasters of recent 
months reveal afresh to us with great force and at great human cost that climate change 
is not only a future challenge, but an immediate and urgent matter of survival. 
Widespread floods, fires and droughts threaten entire continents. Sea levels rise, 
forcing whole communities to relocate; cyclones devastate entire regions, ruining lives 
and livelihoods. Water has become scarce and food supplies insecure, causing conflict 
and displacement for millions of people. We have already seen this in places where 
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people rely on small scale agricultural holdings. Today we see it in more industrialised 
countries where even sophisticated infrastructure cannot completely prevent 
extraordinary destruction.  

Tomorrow could be worse. Today’s children and teenagers will face catastrophic 
consequences unless we take responsibility now, as “fellow workers with God” (Gn 2.4–
7), to sustain our world. We frequently hear from young people who understand that 
their futures are under threat. For their sake, we must choose to eat, travel, spend, 
invest and live differently, thinking not only of immediate interest and gains but also of 
future benefits. We repent of our generation’s sins. We stand alongside our younger 
sisters and brothers throughout the world in committed prayer and dedicated action 
for a future which corresponds ever more to the promises of God.  

The Imperative of Cooperation  

Over the course of the pandemic, we have learned how vulnerable we are. Our social 
systems frayed, and we found that we cannot control everything. We must acknowledge 
that the ways we use money and organize our societies have not benefited everyone. 
We find ourselves weak and anxious, submersed in a series of crises; health, 
environmental, food, economic and social, which are all deeply interconnected.  

These crises present us with a choice. We are in a unique position either to address 
them with short-sightedness and profiteering or seize this as an opportunity for 
conversion and transformation. If we think of humanity as a family and work together 
towards a future based on the common good, we could find ourselves living in a very 
different world. Together we can share a vision for life where everyone flourishes. 
Together we can choose to act with love, justice and mercy. Together we can walk 
towards a fairer and fulfilling society with those who are most vulnerable at the centre.  

But this involves making changes. Each of us, individually, must take responsibility for 
the ways we use our resources. This path requires an ever-closer collaboration among 
all churches in their commitment to care for creation. Together, as communities, 
churches, cities and nations, we must change route and discover new ways of working 
together to break down the traditional barriers between peoples, to stop competing for 
resources and start collaborating.  

To those with more far-reaching responsibilities – heading administrations, running 
companies, employing people or investing funds – we say: choose people-centred 
profits; make short-term sacrifices to safeguard all our futures; become leaders in the 
transition to just and sustainable economies. “To whom much is given, much is 
required.” (Lk 12:48)  

This is the first time that the three of us feel compelled to address together the urgency 
of environmental sustainability, its impact on persistent poverty, and the importance of 
global cooperation. Together, on behalf of our communities, we appeal to the heart and 
mind of every Christian, every believer and every person of good will. We pray for our 
leaders who will gather in Glasgow to decide the future of our planet and its people. 
Again, we recall Scripture: “choose life, so that you and your children may live” (Dt 
30:19). Choosing life means making sacrifices and exercising self-restraint.  
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All of us – whoever and wherever we are – can play a part in changing our collective 
response to the unprecedented threat of climate change and environmental 
degradation.  

Caring for God’s creation is a spiritual commission requiring a response of 
commitment. This is a critical moment. Our children’s future and the future of our 
common home depend on it.  

1st September 2021 

Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew 

Pope 
Francis 

Archbishop of Canterbury 
Justin 
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2021 Pierogie Sales 

Holy Myrrh-Bearers 

Ukrainian Catholic Church 

Potato and Cheese $10.00 dz 

Pierogie Hotline: 610-544-1216 

or email to:  HMBChurch@verizon.net 

 

Sale Dates 

September  23-24 

 

October 7-8 

21-22 

November 4-5 

18-19 

December 2-3 

16-17 

PICK UP TIMES 

Thursdays 1:00-3:00PM 

Fridays     11:00-3:00PM 

 

Order no later than the preceding Sunday 

 

Holy Myrrh-Bearers 

Ukrainian Catholic Church 

900 Fairview Road 

Swarthmore PA 19081 

Thank you for your patronage! 

 

 

mailto:HMBChurch@verizon.net
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Ss. Cyrils and Methodius Ukrainian Catholic Church will be sponsoring the 
traditional FALL '21, Rummage/Furniture Sale Fundraiser for the 11th year.  FALL 
'21 Dates are set for Friday, October 1st, and Saturday, October 2nd from 9:00 a.m. 
until 6:00 p.m. at St. Cyril's School Gym at 133 River Street Olyphant, and Outside 
behind the rectory. Very Rev. Nestor Iwasiw Pastor,  stcyrils.weconnect.com 570-291-
4451 and Lauren Telep Chairwoman.  This fundraiser benefits St. Cyrils Church.  

 

 

http://stcyrils.weconnect.com/
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Dear Ukrainian community member, 

 After having been closed to the general public for over a year, the 
Board of Directors of the Ukrainian Educational and Cultural 
Center is excited to announce that the building will be opening 
its doors to our Programs, and visitors with planned events 
after Labor Day!   

 We will strive to maintain a safe environment for all who enter 
and will be abiding by the recommendations of the Center for Disease Control, 
Pennsylvania and Montgomery County guidelines. We invite you to read the COVID-19 
guidance issued by Montgomery County: COVID-19 Guidance | Montgomery County, PA 
- Official Website (montcopa.org) 

 We want you to be aware and familiar with some returning procedures and 
policies of the UECC. After a year-long pandemic, we strive to do what is best for our 
entire Ukrainian community in accordance with current CDC and State Health 
Department rules and guidance.  We’ve placed new Covid-19 Health and Safety 
Procedures on our website at: www.ueccphila.org.  

 Here are a few points from the website that you should know: 

 Covid-19 Related UECC Standards for the Fall 2021: 

·  The UECC recommends that all visitors, vaccinated or unvaccinated, wear a mask in 
the building.  

·  Wearing masks means that both your mouth and nose are covered.  

·  Anyone with a temperature reading greater than 100.4 degrees is expected to NOT 
enter the building. 

·  Frequently sanitize hands by washing for 20 seconds, and/or use sanitizing wipes, 
and/or hand sanitizer. Hand sanitizer stations are available in the facility.  

·  Report immediately any health issues that may indicate exposure to and/or illness 
from COVID-19 to the Montgomery County Health Department and the 
organization/group you were visiting. 

·  Respond reasonably to the UECC or it’s organization tenants’ requests for information 
that can assist in identifying individuals who may have been exposed to COVID-19.  

·  Adhere to quarantine guidelines and practices as directed by the CDC. 

 The Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center reserves the right to change 
these standards as deemed necessary, based upon guidance from the CDC, State, 
and County health officials. 

  

Organization Guidelines 

Please be aware that these guidelines are for entering and using the UECC, and that 
your organization may require you to follow a stricter policy as they deem necessary 
for the safety of their members and staff. We ask that you adhere to both UECC and 
Organization protocols and use common sense for the safety of everyone around you. 

https://www.montcopa.org/3524/COVID-19-Guidance
https://www.montcopa.org/3524/COVID-19-Guidance
http://www.ueccphila.org/
https://www.montcopa.org/513/Public-Health


 34 

Please keep in mind, there are many individuals that have not yet been vaccinated (this 
includes our children and older individuals), as well as those who have gotten the 
vaccine and are immunocompromised. This is our community Center and our hope is 
that everyone feels safe when visiting and conducting their business here.   

Thank you for your consideration. The administration of the UECC will continue making 
the safety of those who use our Center its priority.  

The UECC Covid-19 Reopening Committee 

Approved by the Board  

8/17/21  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 35 

 



 36 

 



 37 

 



 38 

 

 

 

 

Volunteers Are Needed! 

Our Good Samaritan Pantry needs volunteers. You can contact the Pantry by phone 
number (215) 429-0560 or by email goodsamaritan@ukrcap.org 

You can also find more information by visiting Good Samaritan Food Pantry Facebook 
Page 

 

mailto:goodsamaritan@ukrcap.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jdIDnXF9IuaPB_neY0bimPfUG11bK3ILd_pCKbCvcT9DLo57JmDLSKNvvUctkxMcjk6WIoIgznJthH5lJD44HWupyOK4gmBBYcGhfrY0XxlEPea7SWiRjcyLKahjG32ctx8kXXeC-7OMpn8GSp3-udk6BMRgIWZ8QmKPN9d5mk9WJ4xcKrPK4g==&c=S5Zq-v0ry1g7AbP-yS9cdgAEzuUbUXEYPcnXofEuRawAFE73MU65Bg==&ch=Y-zPfcZlX4SekOEJY1r3v9JcrSGx2gXA6ZYhkzc6nEUSj2DOT7jtcg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jdIDnXF9IuaPB_neY0bimPfUG11bK3ILd_pCKbCvcT9DLo57JmDLSKNvvUctkxMcjk6WIoIgznJthH5lJD44HWupyOK4gmBBYcGhfrY0XxlEPea7SWiRjcyLKahjG32ctx8kXXeC-7OMpn8GSp3-udk6BMRgIWZ8QmKPN9d5mk9WJ4xcKrPK4g==&c=S5Zq-v0ry1g7AbP-yS9cdgAEzuUbUXEYPcnXofEuRawAFE73MU65Bg==&ch=Y-zPfcZlX4SekOEJY1r3v9JcrSGx2gXA6ZYhkzc6nEUSj2DOT7jtcg==

