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Thank you for wearing your mask throughout the service. It is a means
of showing your care and compassion for yourself and others.

Prelude “Andante from Sonata No. 3” by J. A. van Eyken
(1822-1868)
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The Liturgy of the Word
Celebrant Blessed be the One, Holy and Living God.
People Glory to God for ever and ever.

Collect for Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen
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Collect of the day

O God, because without you we are not able to please you mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit may in
all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

First Reading Isaiah 50:4-9a

The Lord Gob has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary with a
word. Morning by morning he wakens—wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. The Lord Gobp
has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. | gave my back to those who struck
me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. The
Lord Gob helps me; therefore | have not been disgraced; therefore | have set my face like flint, and I know
that | shall not be put to shame; he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand
up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. It is the Lord Gob who helps me; who will
declare me guilty?

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.
Psalm 116:1-8

I love the LoRrD, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, *
because he has inclined his ear to me whenever | called upon him

2The cords of death entangled me;
the grip of the grave took hold of me; *
I came to grief and sorrow.

3Then I called upon the Name of the LORD: *
“O LoRD, I pray you, save my life.”

“Gracious is the LORD and righteous; *
our God is full of compassion.

>The LorD watches over the innocent; *
I was brought very low, and he helped me.

Turn again to your rest, O my soul. *
for the LORD has treated you well.

"For you have rescued my life from death, *
my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling.

8 will walk in the presence of the LORD *
in the land of the living.



Second Reading David McCullough

Note: This excerpt is from a speech to the National Endowment for the Humanities by David McCullough
in Nevada on September 20, 2001.

It has been said for years now that we are a nation without heroes, and that a nation without heroes is a
nation in the soup. Look at those heroes, and who were they? Firemen, police, medics, nurses, steel
workers. That’s real strength. That’s the real strength of the country. And those aren’t celluloid heroes.
That’s the real thing. Did you notice how young so many of them are? Did you see the young woman
whose husband and other young men on that flight that went down in Pennsylvania? They’re our heroes,
and they’re young. They’re of this generation who is supposedly untested, soft, spoiled, without direction.
Don’t believe it. We should take heart from that.
https://www.neh.gov/news/david-mccullough-911

Gospel Mark 8:27-38

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his disciples,
“Who do people say that I am?” And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still
others, one of the prophets.” He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You
are the Messiah.” And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him.
Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the
elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. said all this quite
openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he
rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on
human things.” He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save
their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it.
For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in
return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful
generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with
the holy angels.”

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon The Rev. Deborah Warner

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.



We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People

We come to you, trusting that our prayers will be heard. So, we pray,
O God of abundant mercy
Hear our prayer.

For your church in our neighborhoods and around the world, may we work toward unity and pray with
one heart and one voice. We pray for wisdom for our leaders; for the president, the Congress, and the
courts.
O God of abundant mercy

Hear our prayer.

We come to you with thankful hearts, thankful for friends, family, and food; thankful for work, play and
peace. Let us never forget those who are alone, hungry, out of work, and living in violent situations.
O God of abundant mercy

Hear our prayer.



We come to you trusting in your care and claiming the promise of your presence. We pray for healing
for those who are in special need today:
O God of abundant mercy

Hear our prayer.

We come to you seeking forgiveness—for paying more attention to our own needs than the needs of
others, for listening more to our own voice than we listen to yours, and for all the ways we put up
barriers between your love and our lives.
O God of abundant mercy

Hear our prayer.

We come seeking to follow your teaching and example. May your love be known in the words we say
and the lives we live.
O God of abundant mercy

Hear our prayer.

We come to you on behalf of those in our community, commonwealth, country and world in need of
wholeness and peace. We give thanks for those in our community who provide care and comfort through
long days and nights of pain. Make your presence known to those who are broken, lost, or grieving, and
bring them the peace they seek.
O God of abundant mercy

Hear our prayer.

We bring before you those we love and see no longer. We rejoice that they now are free from all pain
and delight in the never-ending life that awaits us.
O God of abundant mercy

Hear our prayer.

- www.riteplanning.com adapted by DMW

Collect

O God of peace, who has taught us that in returning and rest we shall be saved, in quietness and
confidence shall be our strength: By the might of your Spirit lift us, we pray, to your presence, where we
may be still and know that you are God. This, we pray, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Book of Common Prayer, p. 832 adapted by DMW

Passing of the Peace
(Please exchange a greeting with those around you by offering each other a simple bow.)

Greeting

Offertory Anthem “A Prayer of St. Richard of Chichester” by L. J. White
(1910-c. 1970)


http://www.riteplanning.com/

The Great Thanksgiving

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

God of all power, Creator of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.
Glory to you for ever and ever.

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets
in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.
By your will they were created and have their being.

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, reason, and
skill. You made us the stewards of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we
turned against one another.

Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your righteous Law.
And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to

fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace.

By his blood, he reconciled us.

By his wounds, we are healed.

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and
with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to
proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the Spirit,
now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus
Christ our Lord.

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his friends,
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of
the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it,
do this for the remembrance of me.”



Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving,

We celebrate his death and resurrection,
as we await the day of his coming.

Lord God of our Fathers and Mothers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God of Sarah, Rebecca,
Rachel and Leah, God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in
the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for
strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one
body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name.

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you
and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation. Amen.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

Prayer for Spiritual Communion from the South African Book of Common Prayer (1989)

Jesus, may all that is you flow into me.
May your body and blood be my food and drink.
May your passion and death be my strength and life.
Jesus, with you by my side enough has been given.
May the shelter | seek be the shadow of your cross.
Let me not run from the love which you offer but hold me safe from the forces of evil.
On each of my dyings shed your light and your love.
Keep calling to me until that day comes when, with your saints, | may praise you for ever.
Amen.
(recited by prisoners who were unable to receive communion during Apartheid)
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Communion Music “Allegretto” by Flor Peeters
(1903-1946)

Commission and Benediction

May we go now: seeking the Love of God.
Let us lead lives of holiness and godliness,
strive to be found at peace,

and speak freely of Love’s hope and promise.

And may God our Creator gather the creation in loving arms;
May Christ Jesus the Reconciler help us work for justice and peace;
And may the Holy Spirit the Sustainer gather us in lovingkindness and compassion.

- adapted by The Rev. Deborah Warner from
https://re-worship.blogapot.com/2011/11/benediction-advent-s-b.html
©2002 Nathan Nettleton LaughingBird.net

Dismissal

11
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Communion of the People for the Service of Christ in the world

Please come forward to the chancel steps as invited by the ushers
and receive the host as Bread of Christ for serving others in the name of Christ.
After receiving the host, please leave by the side door.

Postlude “Intermezzo” by Percy Whitlock

(1903-1946)
One License: A-735723
CCLI# 11052833
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Celebrant and Preacher The Reverend Deborah Warner
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Musicians and Readers Alison Martin, Dicky Allison
Jean Taft
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Church of the Messiah
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Phone: 508-548-2145, FAX: 508-548-2134

E-mail: messiahfisher@comcast.net
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Website: www.churchofthemessiahwoodshole.org
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