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Second Sunday of Advent 

Holy Eucharist: Rite Two  

December 5, 2021 
 

 

 

Thank you for wearing your mask throughout the service. It is a means of showing your care and 

compassion for yourself and others.  
 

Prelude     “Chorale Prelude on ‘Psalm 42’”                                   by Gerald Near 
               (b. 1942) 

 

Welcome  

 

 

Hymn 53   “Once he came in blessing”                               Gottes Sohn ist kommen  

 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Celebrant  Blessed be the One, Holy and Living God. 

People              Glory to God for ever and ever.  

 
 

Collect for Purity 

 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 

magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen                                                                            
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Kyrie: S91 

 
 

 

 

Collect of the day 

 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way for our 

salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the 

coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

First Reading                                                                                           Malachi 3:1-4    

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly 

come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the 

LORD of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears?  For he 

is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify 

the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in 

righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old 

and as in former years. 

 Reader            Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
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Canticle 16: The Song of Zechariah 

 Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; * 

  he has come to his people and set them free. 

 

 He has raised up for us a mighty savior, * 

  born of the house of his servant David. 

 

 Through his holy prophets he promised of old, 

 that he would save us from our enemies, * 

  from the hands of all who hate us. 

 

 He promised to show mercy to our fathers * 

  and to remember his holy covenant. 

 

 This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, * 

  to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

 

 Free to worship him without fear, * 

  holy and righteous in his sight 

  all the days of our life. 

 

 You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, * 

  for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 

 

 To give his people knowledge of salvation * 

  by the forgiveness of their sins. 

 

 In the tender compassion of our God * 

  the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

 

 To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, * 

  and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

 

 

Second Reading                                         John the Baptist                                  Frederick Buechner  
 

John the Baptist didn't fool around. He lived in the wilderness around the Dead Sea. He subsisted on a 

starvation diet, and so did his disciples. He wore clothes that even the rummage-sale people wouldn't 

have handled. When he preached, it was fire and brimstone every time.  T0000000he Kingdom was 

coming all right, he said, but if you thought it was going to be a pink tea, you'd better think again. If you 

didn't shape up, God would give you the ax like an elm with the blight or toss you into the incinerator 

like chaff. He said being a Jew wouldn't get you any more points than being a Hottentot, and one of his 

favorite ways of addressing his congregation was as a snake pit. Your only hope, he said, was to clean 

up your life as if your life depended on it, which it did, and get baptized in a hurry as a sign that you 

had. Some people thought he was Elijah come back from the grave, and some others thought he was the 

Messiah, but John would have none of either. "I'm the one yelling himself blue in the face in the 

wilderness," he said, quoting Isaiah. "I'm the one trying to knock some sense into your heads" (Matthew 

3:3). 
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One day who should show up but Jesus. John knew who he was in a second. "You're the one who should 

be baptizing me," he said (Matthew 3:14), but Jesus insisted, and so they waded out into the Jordan 

together, and it was John who did the honors. 

John apparently had second thoughts about him later on, however, and it's no great wonder. Where John 

preached grim justice and pictured God as a steely-eyed thresher of grain, Jesus preached forgiving love 

and pictured God as the host at a marvelous party or a father who can't bring himself to throw his children 

out even when they spit in his eye. Where John said people had better save their skins before it was too 

late, Jesus said it was God who saved their skins, and even if you blew your whole bankroll on liquor and 

sex like the Prodigal Son, it still wasn't too late. Where John ate locusts and honey in the wilderness with 

the church crowd, Jesus ate what he felt like in Jerusalem with as sleazy a bunch as you could expect to 

find. Where John crossed to the other side of the street if he saw any sinners heading his way, Jesus seems 

to have preferred their company to the WCTU, the Stewardship Committee, and the World Council of 

Churches rolled into one. Where John baptized, Jesus healed. 

 

- Frederick Buechner, Peculiar Treasures: A Biblical Who’s Who.   

New York: Harper Collins. 1979                                                                  

 

                                                                                                 
 

Gospel                                                               Luke 3:1-6 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and 

Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and 

Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to 

John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a 

baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet 

Isaiah,  

 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

  make his paths straight. 

 Every valley shall be filled, 

  and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

 and the crooked shall be made straight, 

  and the rough ways made smooth; 

 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 
 

Celebrant        The Gospel of the Lord. 

People             Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

 

 

Sermon                                                                                                           The Rev. Deborah Warner 

                                                      

 

The Nicene Creed 

 

We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

     

Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man. 

     

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 

            in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

           and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

Prayers of the People 

Merciful God, increase our love to overflowing. May your Church be imaginative and caring that we 

may greet with joy the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Silence 

Fill the valleys, make low the hills; 

Come, great Redeemer, come. 

Merciful God, we long for the light of hope to break into our world, to shine on all those who live in 

darkness and the shadow of death, to guide us into the way of peace. 

Silence 
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Fill the valleys, make low the hills; 

Come, great Redeemer, come. 

Merciful God, give us courage to heed the warnings of those calling us to be better stewards of your 

creation and to change our ways accordingly.  

We thank you for all you have made, especially those things that nurture and sustain all life.  

Silence 

Fill the valleys, make low the hills; 

Come, great Redeemer, come. 

Merciful God, you lead us with joy; you delight in our joy. You clothe us in beauty. We give you thanks 

for your tender care. 

Silence  

Fill the valleys, make low the hills; 

Come, great Redeemer, come. 

Merciful God, you remember all who suffer or are in need of healing and wholeness,  – especially those 

for whom we now pray.  

Silence 

May all live with dignity, hope and possibility.  

Silence 

Fill the valleys, make low the hills; 

Come, great Redeemer, come. 

Keep us, with all your saints, in the eternal life of Christ. 

Silence 

Fill the valleys, make low the hills; 

Come, great Redeemer, come. 

 

                              ~   www.riteplanning.com  adapted by DMW 

 

 

Collect  
 

O God of peace, who has taught us that in returning and rest we shall be saved, in quietness and 

confidence shall be our strength: By the might of your Spirit lift us, we pray, to your presence, where we 

may be still and know that you are God. This, we pray, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

                                                                                               

             Book of Common Prayer, p. 832 adapted by DMW 
 

 

http://www.riteplanning.com/
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Passing of the Peace  

             (Please exchange a greeting with those around you by offering each other a simple bow.)  

 

Greeting  

 

 

Offertory Anthem              “A Waiting Prayer”                                            by Lee Dengler 

                                     Words by Susan Naus Dengler 

                                                                                                                                      

    

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

Celebrant     The Lord be with you. 

People    And also with you. 
 

 

Celebrant     Lift up your hearts. 

People     We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 

Celebrant    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People     It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
 

Celebrant  It is truly right, and good and joyful, 

 to give you thanks, all-holy God, 

 source of life and fountain of mercy. 

  

   You have filled us and all creation with your blessing 

   and fed us with your constant love; 

   you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ 

   and knit us into one body. 

   Through your Spirit you replenish us 

   and call us to fullness of life. 

 

   Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels 

   and with the faithful of every generation, 

   we lift our voices with all creation as we say: 

 

Celebrant and People 

   Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

   heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

   Hosanna in the highest. 

   Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

   Hosanna in the highest. 
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Celebrant  Blessed are you, gracious God, 

   creator of the universe and giver of life. 

   You formed us in your own image 

   and called us to dwell in your infinite love. 

 

   You gave the world into our care 

   that we might be your faithful stewards 

   and show forth your bountiful grace.  

   But we failed to honor your image 

   in one another and in ourselves; 

   we would not see your goodness in the world around us; 

   and so we violated your creation, 

   inflicted harm on others,  

   and rejected your love. 

    Yet you never ceased to care for us, 

   and prepared the way of salvation for all people. 

 

   Through Abraham and Sarah 

   you called us into covenant with you. 

   You delivered us from slavery, 

   sustained us in the wilderness, 

   and raised up prophets 

   to renew your promise of salvation. 

 

   Then, in the fullness of time, 

   you sent your eternal Word, 

   made mortal flesh in Jesus. 

   Born into the human family, 

   and dwelling among us, 

   he revealed your glory. 

 

   Giving himself freely to death on the cross, 

   he triumphed over evil, 

   opening the way of freedom and life. 

 

   On the night before he died for us, 

   Jesus took bread, 

   and when he had given thanks to you, 

   he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: 

   “Take, eat: 

   This is my Body which is given for you. 

   Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

   As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, 

   and when he had given thanks, 

   he gave it to them, and said: 
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           “Drink this, all of you: 

  This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 

  which is poured out for you and for all 

  for the forgiveness of sins. 

  Whenever you drink it, 

  do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

   Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

Celebrant and People 

   Christ has died. 

   Christ is risen. 

   Christ will come again. 

 

Celebrant  

   Remembering his death and resurrection, 

   we now present to you from your creation 

   this bread and this wine. 

   By your Holy Spirit may they be for us 

   the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. 

                          

                        Grant that we who share these gifts 

   may be filled with the Holy Spirit 

   and live as Christ’s Body in the world. 

   Bring us into the everlasting heritage 

   of your daughters and sons, 

   that with all your saints, 

   past, present, and yet to come, 

   we may praise your Name for ever. 

 

   Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, 

   in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

   to you be honor, glory, and praise, 

   for ever and ever. AMEN. 
 

- Enriching Our Worship  Vol. 1 
  
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy Name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  

 on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those  

 who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory,  

 for ever and ever. Amen.  
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Breaking of the Bread  
 

 

 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion                  from the South African Book of Common Prayer (1989)  
 

Jesus, may all that is you flow into me. 

May your body and blood be my food and drink. 

May your passion and death be my strength and life. 

Jesus, with you by my side enough has been given. 

May the shelter I seek be the shadow of your cross. 

Let me not run from the love which you offer 

but hold me safe from the forces of evil. 

On each of my dyings shed your light and your love. 

Keep calling to me until that day comes when, with your saints,  

I may praise you for ever.Amen.   

                              

                                        (recited by prisoners who were unable to receive communion during Apartheid) 
 

 

 

Communion Music  “Andante amabile”                                                    by Johann Kuhnau 
                  (1660-1722) 

 

 

 

Commission and Benediction  

 

May the sounds of Advent stir a longing in your people, O God.  

Come again to set us free from the dullness of routine  

and the poverty of our imaginations.  

Break the patterns which bind us to small commitments  

and to the stale answers we have given to questions of no importance.  

Let the Advent trumpet blow, 

let the walls of our defenses crumble,  

and make a place in our lives for the freshness of your love,  

well-lived in the Spirit,  

and still given to all who know their need  

and dare receive it.              

                                                                       -    Howard Thurman, The Mood of Christmas. 

                                                                            Richmond, IN.: Friends Quaker Press. 1973.    

 

May the Lord bless you and keep you.  

May the Lord’s face shine upon you,  

and be gracious to you;  

May God give you and those whom you serve and accompany 

this Advent and forever more.   Amen.   
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Dismissal  

 

 

Hymn 75 “There’s a voice in the wilderness crying”                                 Asension 

   
 

 

 

Communion of the People for the Service of Christ in the world  
 

Please come forward to the chancel steps as invited by the ushers 

and receive the host as Bread of Christ for serving others in the name of Christ. 

After receiving the host, please leave by the side door.  

 

 

Postlude   “Come, thou long-expected Jesus”                 by H. Alexander Matthews                                                                                                                                             
                                                                                            (1879-1973)        

  
One License: A-735723                                           
CCLI # 11052833 
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The Advent Wreath is given to the Glory of God 

in loving memory of Carole Costa 

by Peg Nicholson 

 

 

 

LITURGICAL LEADERS 
 

 

 

Celebrant and Preacher                                           The Reverend Deborah Warner 

 

 

 

Organist                            Brittany Lord 

 

 

 

Lay Eucharistic Minister      8 AM                         Phil Alatalo 

           10 AM              Nawrie Meigs-Brown 

 

 

Readers                                   8 AM Peg Nicholson 

             10 AM   Dicky Allison 

                                                                                     

 

Prayers of the People              8 AM Alison Martin 

                                              10 AM                            

 
 

Ushers       8 AM   Alison Martin 

                                              10 AM              John & Joan Holden 

            Frank Gormley 

 

Technology                            10 AM                         Brittany Lord, Helen Gordon,  

Dicky Allison  

 

 

Altar Guild      Laura Kelly, Mary Heard 

                                                   Nancy Rea 
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Church of the Messiah 

 
2021 Vestry 

 

  The Rev. Deborah M. Warner  Rector 

  Jean Taft    Warden 

  Nancy Rea    Warden 

  Winifred Dick    Clerk 

  John Holden                   Treasurer 
 
  

                  

            

   

                  Don Aukamp  2022                    Paul Graney              2022                                                   

                  Charles Mann         2023 Peg Nicholson                      2023 

                  Susan Morse           2024 Rachael Rhude          2024   

 

Deanery Representatives 
 

                   Dicky Allison    Diocesan, Deanery Representative 

   Helen Gordon               Diocesan, Deanery Representative 

   Denise Jay    Deanery Representative 

    

 

Staff 
 

  The Rev. Deborah Warner     Rector 

           Brittany Lord                  Music Director, Organist 

             Nancy McDonald    Parish Administrator 

           Jennifer Kelly     Bookkeeper & Financial Recorder 

          Bruce Bagley    Church Sexton 

                 Doug Amon     Cemetery Sexton 

                  Jessica Morrison                         Webmaster                   

 

 

The Rev. Deborah M. Warner 

Cell:  508-259-1570, E-mail: dwarner74@aol.com 

 

Office hours:  Monday – Thursday, 10 AM – 2 PM  

Phone: 508-548-2145, FAX: 508-548-2134 

 

E-mail:   messiahfisher@comcast.net  
or 

comwoodshhole@gmail.com  

 

 

 Website: www.churchofthemessiahwoodshole.org    

mailto:messiahfisher@comcast.net
mailto:comwoodshhole@gmail.com
http://www.churchofthemessiahwoodshole.org/

