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Prelude                         “Allein Gott in der Höh sei Ehr”        by Andreas Nikolaus Vetter 

      
 

Welcome                                     
 
 
 

Hymn 400 “All creatures of our God and King”                  Lasst uns erfreuen 

 



 
Opening Sentences 
 
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come!    
                                                                                                 Revelation 4:8  
On this day the Lord has acted; we will rejoice and be glad in it.   
                                                                                                 Psalm 118:24 

A Song of Creation      

Invocation  

Glorify the Lord, all you works of the Lord, *  
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  
In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord, *  
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  

II    The Earth and its Creatures 

Let the earth glorify the Lord, *  
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  
Glorify the Lord, O mountains and hills,  
and all that grows upon the earth, *  
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Glorify the Lord, O springs of water, seas, and streams, *  
    O whales and all that move in the waters.  
All birds of the air, glorify the Lord, *  
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Glorify the Lord, O beasts of the wild, *  
    and all you flocks and herds.  
O men and women everywhere, glorify the Lord, *  
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  

-    Book of Common Prayer (1979) Pp. 88-89 
 
Psalm 92:1-4; 11-14 
 
       1It is a good thing to give thanks to the LORD, * 
  and to sing praises to your Name, O Most High; 
 
 2To tell of your loving-kindness early in the morning * 
  and of your faithfulness in the night season; 
 
 3On the psaltery, and on the lyre, * 
  and to the melody of the harp. 
 
 4For you have made me glad by your acts, O LORD; * 
  and I shout for joy because of the works of your hands. 



 
 11The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, * 
  and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon. 
 
 12Those who are planted in the house of the LORD * 
  shall flourish in the courts of our God; 
 
 13They shall still bear fruit in old age; * 
  they shall be green and succulent; 
 
 14That they may show how upright the LORD is, * 
  my Rock, in whom there is no fault. 
 
 
First Reading                  Ezekiel 17:22-24               
 

 Thus says the Lord GOD: 
 

I myself will take a sprig 
    from the lofty top of a cedar; 
    I will set it out. 
I will break off a tender one 
    from the topmost of its young twigs; 
I myself will plant it 
    on a high and lofty mountain. 
 On the mountain height of Israel 
    I will plant it, 
in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, 
    and become a noble cedar. 
Under it every kind of bird will live; 
    in the shade of its branches will nest 
    winged creatures of every kind. 
 All the trees of the field shall know 
    that I am the LORD. 
I bring low the high tree, 
    I make high the low tree; 
I dry up the green tree 
    and make the dry tree flourish. 
I the LORD have spoken; 
    I will accomplish it. 
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 
 
Second Reading                          “When I Am Among the Trees”                            Mary Oliver  
 

When I am among the trees, 
especially the willows and the honey locust, 
equally the beech, the oaks and the pines, 
they give off such hints of gladness. 
I would almost say that they save me, and daily. 
 



 
 
I am so distant from the hope of myself, 
in which I have goodness, discernment, 
and never hurry through the world 
but walk slowly, and bow often. 
 
Around me the trees stir in their leaves 
and call out, “Stay awhile.” 
The light flows from their branches. 
 

And they call again, “It’s simple,” they say, 
“and you too have come 
into the world to do this, to go easy, to be filled 
with light, and to shine.” 

- Mary Oliver, Thirst. Boston: Beacon Press.  2006  p. 4 

 
 
Third Reading                                                                                                               Mark 4: 26-34 

 

Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, and would sleep 
and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how.  The earth produces 
of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head.  But when the grain is ripe, at once 
he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.” He also said, “With what can we compare the 
kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for it?  It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon 
the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the 
greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its 
shade.”  With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; he did not 
speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  

 
 

The Prayers 

The Lord’s Prayer    

 
 
 
Collect for the Day 

 

Keep, O Lord, your household the Church in your steadfast faith and love, that through your grace we 
may proclaim your truth with boldness, and minister your justice with compassion; for the sake of our 
Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
 

 



 
 
 
A Prayer for the Morning  
 

Eternal God, 
by your power we are created 
and by your love we are redeemed;  
guide and strengthen us by your Spirit,  
that we may give ourselves to your service 
and live this day in love to one another and to you. Amen.  
 

                                                                        -    A New Zealand Prayer Book (1988) p. 130   
 

 
 
Prayer for the Absent 
 

O God, whose fatherly care reaches to the uttermost parts of the earth: We pray that you graciously 
behold and bless those whom we love, now absent from us. Defend them from all dangers of soul and 
body; and grant that both they and we, drawing nearer to you, may be bound together by your love in 
the communion of your Holy Spirit, and in the fellowship of saints; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.                                                                       

   -   The Book of Common Prayer (1979) p. 830 
 
 

 
For those who are sick 

  
This is another day, O Lord. I know not what it will bring forth, but make me ready, Lord, for 
whatever it may be. If I am to stand up, help me to stand bravely. If I am to sit still, help me to sit 
quietly. If I am to lie low, help me to do it patiently. And if I am to do nothing, let me do it gallantly. 
Make these words more than words, and give me the Spirit of Jesus. Amen.                                                                       

   -    Ibid.  p. 461 
 

 
 
For those we love 

 

Almighty God, we entrust all dear to us to your never-failing care and love, for this life and, indeed,  the 
life to come, trusting that you, as the Creator, are doing for all and each better things than any can desire, 
imagine or even pray for. This, we pray, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

- Adapted  by DMW from the Book of 
Common Prayer (1979) p. 831. 

 
For  Travelers 
 
O God, our heavenly Creator, whose glory fills the whole creation, and whose presence we find 
wherever we go: Preserve those who travel;  surround them with your loving care; protect them from 
every danger; and bring them in safety to their journey's end. This, we pray, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

- Ibid, p. 831   



 
 
Concluding Sentences 

 

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believe through the power of the Holy Spirit.  
                                                                                                                                  Romans 15:13 
Thanks be to God.                                                                                                   
 
 
 
Sermon                                                                                                     The Rev. Deborah Warner 
 
 
 
Offertory Sentences  
 

Let us with gladness present the offerings of our life and labor to the Lord.  
 
 
 
Offertory Anthem          “My Master hath a Garden”                                by Randall Thompson 
 
 
 
A Prayer of Offering 

 

Almighty God;  
you give seed for us to sow,  
and bread for us to eat;  
make us thankful for what we have received;  
make us rich to do those generous things  
which supply your people’s needs;  
so all the world may give you thanks and glory.     

- A New Zealand Prayer Book (1988)    p. 141  
 
Prayers of our Love First Families  
 
 
A Prayer for our Parish’s Ministry 
 

O God, Giver of all good gifts, we thank You for the grace of serving You by serving our neighbors.  
May our hearts be kind and generous. May our ministry be rooted in love and bold in imagination.  
And may our lives and the lives of all who join us, continue to be renewed by Your love and the 
power of the Spirit.  Amen. 
 
 
For Schools and Colleges  
 

O Eternal God, bless all schools, colleges, and universities, that they may be lively centers for 
sound learning, new discovery, and the pursuit of wisdom; and grant that those who teach and those 
who learn may experience the joy of discovery, discernment and delight.  This, we pray, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 



- Book of Common Prayer (1979)  p. 824 
adapted by DMW  

For those we Love 
 

Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to your never-failing care and love, praying especially 
this day for Matt, Colette, Millie, Sammy and Danny, in this life and the life to come,  
trusting that you are and will continue to do for them and all, better things than we can desire, imagine 
or even begin to for. This, we pray, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

- Ibid. p. 831. adapted by DMW 
 
A Prayer of Blessing for the Potts Family 
 

O God ,our Creator, may your loving care sustain Matt, Colette, Millie, Sammy and Danny with your 
Holy Spirit now and in the years to come. Continue to give each of them inquiring and discerning 
hearts, the courage to will and persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, each other and themselves, 
even as they celebrate the love and wonder of all your works.  Amen.  

- Ibid, p. 308. adapted  by DMW 
 
 

Prayer of Sending 
 

God, our Creator, you have wonderfully made us.  
 

You have planted in us different gifts,  
no two of us are the same.  
on our own we may or may not shine,  
but together, in your company,  
you turn us into a kaleidoscope of grace.  
Sometimes we lament the busyness of our lives,  
sometimes we bemoan our emptiness.  
these are signs of our longing 
for a fulfilment we cannot create,  
but which we can receive 
from the One who made, knows and loves us.  
 

Lover of all and of each,  
enable us to be fully aware and open 
to you 
to all you have to offer,  
to all that you ask of us.  
 

- The Iona Abbey Worship Book 
Glasgow: Wild Goose Publications. 2017. 
page 138  adapted by DMW   

 
 
Celtic Benediction 

 

Deep peace of the running wave to you.  
Deep peace of this magnificent yet fragile earth to you.  

Moon and star pour their healing light on you. 



Deep peace of love, joy and wonder be with you.  
 

- adapted by DMW 
Greeting 
 
 
 
Hymn 711  “Seek ye first the kingdom of God”                                   Seek Ye First 

 
 
 

 

Postlude                           “A Fugue or Voluntary”                                               by William Selby 

 

 
Dismissal 
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