Morning Worship Service
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
August 1, 2021

9:00 & 11:00 A.M.

Like the father of the prodigal, God’s love and forgiveness is unconditional. He seeks and saves those who are lost;
coming out to meet us on the way; refusing to let us control the relationship with our petty rules; but taking charge and
smothering us with his love given to the world in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.

CHIMING OF THE HOUR
WELCOME, CONCERNS AND CELEBRATIONS OF THE CHURCH
PRELUDE

Allegro Maestoso from Sonata No. 2

Felix Mendelssohn

CALL TO WORSHIP
(Inspired by Luke 15:11-32)
Leader: Come, let us celebrate the forgiving, reconciling love of God.
People: For once we were lost and felt so far away;
now we have been found and welcomed home.
Leader: Know that God’s love is lavished upon you forever.
People: We rejoice at the news of forgiveness and hope!
Leader: Come, let us celebrate and praise the God of Love.
PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Father, it was said of the Prodigal Son that he “came to himself.”
Help us to wake up to ourselves, and to you.
Set us free from the illusion of trying to be perfect
so that we might be more fully human.
Help us not to chase after an imaginary life,
and to find satisfaction in our real lives.
And turn us away from our self-rejection
so that we might see that Your arms open in welcome.
We pray all of these things in the name of Jesus Christ
who taught us to pray saying:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.
*HYMN OF PRAISE NO. 466

O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing

CHILDREN’S MOMENT—BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS

CALL TO CONFESSION
I will get up and go back to my Father and say:
“Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight.
I am no longer fit to be called your child.
Please make me one of your hired laborers.”
Let us return to our God and make our confession. Let us pray.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Leader: Loving God, there is enough evil within us to dampen our confidence.
People: Sometimes there is enough doubt in us to swamp our faith.
Leader: Some days there is enough weariness in us swamp our hopefulness.
People: There is enough apathy within us to smother our compassion.
Leader: Yet, thankfully there is also enough hunger in us to keep us unhappy.
People: And enough discontent in us to make us return home to your love.
Leader: God of our Lord Jesus Christ, have mercy on me, a sinner.
People: Amen. Have mercy on me, a sinner.
Leader: God of monumental patience and of prodigal mercy,
forgive your people their numerous sins,
have pity on our pride and folly,
lead us to the fountain of your grace,
and wash us thoroughly from all that defiles us.
Through Christ Jesus our Redeemer.
People: (Pause for reflection and self-examination) Amen.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Leader: Jesus told us: “Then the Father said: Bring quickly the best clothes for him, and put a signet ring on his
finger and shoes on his feet, and kill the fattened calf, and let us eat and celebrate, for this my child was
dead and is alive again, was lost and is found.”
My friends, welcome back home. This fellow Jesus, and his remarkable household, welcomes sinners
and even eats with the likes of us!
People: Thanks be to God.
*RESPONSE – No. 579
“Gloria Patri”
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall
be, world without end. Amen. Amen.

Give Me Jesus

ANTHEM

Moses Hogan

Jonah 3:1-10 Luke
15:1-3, 11-32

SCRIPTURE LESSON
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
SERMON

Whatever Happened to Forgiveness?

Rev. Dr. Olin McBride

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (adapted from the Belhar Confession)
We believe in one holy, universal Christian church, the unity of the communion of saints of the entire
human family. And we believe that this unity of the people of God must be manifest and active, in that we
love one another; that we give ourselves willingly and joyfully to one another, that we all share one baptism
together, that we eat of one bread and drink of one cup together, that we confess one name, one Lord, for
one cause, with one hope, which is the height and the breadth and the depth and the love of Christ, forever
and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
SHARING OF THE BREAD AND THE CUP
BLESSING AFTER MEAL
*CLOSING HYMN NO. 280

Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound

*BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE

Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty

*Congregation standing as able
Before the service, speak to God. During the service, let God speak to you.
After the service, speak to one another.
THE CHURCH AT WORSHIP AND WORK
SUNDAY, AUGUST 1
9:00 A.M.
Worship Service, Sanctuary and streaming on YouTube
10:00 A.M. Sunday School
11:00 A.M. Worship Service, Sanctuary and streaming on YouTube
MONDAY, AUGUST 2
4:30 P.M.
Mah-Jongg, Library
7:00 P.M.
Boy Scouts
TUESDAY, AUGUST 3
9:00 A.M.
T’ai Chi Chih
10:00 A.M. Staff Meeting
7:00 P.M.
A.A. Meeting
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 4
5:00 P.M.
Safety Committee, Bolton Brotherhood Room
THURSDAY, AUGUST 5
7:30 A.M.
Men’s Breakfast, Holiday Inn
FRIDAY, AUGUST 6
10:00 A.M. Chancel Guild, Fellowship Hall
12:00 P.M.
A.A. Meeting

Johann Walther

WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Are you looking for a church home? If so, please speak to our minister following worship.
As a courtesy to those around you, kindly turn off or silence cell phones and personal communication devices.
Please remember to dedicate your offering this morning. The offering plates are located in the Narthex.
Contributions may also be mailed to: FPC, P.O. Box 1725, Tupelo, MS 38802.
The flowers are placed in the Sanctuary today to the Glory of God and in memory of Bill and Romaine Dickson,
George and Mary Jane McCullough, and Josephine McVay.
Nursery care is available for newborns through 4-year-olds. Please ask an usher for directions to the nursery if
you are visiting for the first time.
After the children's sermon, pre-kindergarteners through second graders are invited to attend "Wee Kirk" with
Heather Crotwell. This is a time of age appropriate lessons, songs, and games intended to prepare our children
to fully participate in worship. However, all children are welcome in worship! If you excuse yourself and your
child, you can hear the service over speakers in McFadden Hall (directly behind the Sanctuary).

Both the 9:00 and 11:00 A.M. services are live streamed and available for viewing on YouTube.com by those
unable to be with us this morning. Search firstprestupelo or click this link. We also invite you to visit our
website at www.firstprestupelo.org.
UPCOMING EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Blessing of the Backpacks - We are ready to help our children embark upon a new school year! This morning
in both worship services, we will invite teachers, administrators, and children of all ages to come forward with
their school backpacks. The congregation will bless them with a special prayer.
We hope you will plan to join us for Rally Day on Sunday, August 8. Worship services are at 9:00 A.M. and
11:00 A.M. and Sunday School is at 10:00 A.M. Bibles will be given to our upcoming first graders, and much
more. During our Sunday School hour that day, we will enjoy a delicious brunch in the Fellowship Hall for all
ages! See you there!
The Safety Committee will meet on Wednesday, August 4, at 5:00 P.M. in the Bolton Brotherhood Room.
The Chancel Guild will meet on Friday, August 6, at 10:00 A.M. in the Fellowship Hall.
Christmas in July! Start thinking about Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes today! Now is a good time to
purchase school supplies for shoeboxes. Ideas include chalkboards, chalk, pencils and sharpeners, crayons,
scissors, backpacks, small zippered bags, glue sticks, etc. NO liquids, lotions, or candy! How about filling a box
at home and bringing extra supplies to the church to add to boxes that are filled at the church? There will be a
large bin in the Breezeway for your donated supplies. For more information, contact Cindy Faucette at
cfaucette@bellsouth.net or Jean Magee at jeanmagee@comcast.net.
Mark your calendar for FPC’s Rise Against Hunger meal-packaging event on Wednesday, August 25. We will
enjoy a delicious barbecue meal provided by Kyle Rogers and his award-winning BBQ team in the Gym at 5:30
P.M. and then begin the meal packing event. Don’t miss this!
Interested in a 10-day Switzerland and Germany tour, including the world-famous Passion Play in
Oberammergau? We have 18 spots reserved for this trip, which will be June 1-10, 2022. The deadline is August
15 for deposits. Contact Olin for more information: olinmcbride@firstprestupelo.org.

You are invited to join women of all ages from FPC on Sunday, August 29, from 3:30-5:30 P.M. for a comeand-go celebration of the holidays we missed during this past Covid year. Decorations and tasty treats to enjoy
without messing up your house! Now that’s a real treat! This will be at the home of Judy Griffie, 136 Midway
Drive (in the Fairpark District), Tupelo. For more information, call the church office.
Join our team to assist at Helping Hands Food Pantry next Saturday, August 7, from 9:00 a.m. until 11:00
a.m. The team will help stock shelves and bag groceries for neighbors in need. We do this every four weeks.
Helping Hands Food Pantry is located at 314 S. Church Street, Tupelo, MS and is an extension of First United
Methodist Church of Tupelo. Children are welcome. For more information, contact Rick Jones
at rickjones2525@gmail.com or 662-213-1520.
St. Luke UMC Food Pantry is a food bank that serves families each Thursday from 8:00 A.M. until noon, 50
weeks a year. On the first Thursday of each month, they are particularly busy, meeting the needs of 400-450
families. They have asked for volunteers on Thursday, August 5, to assist in food distribution. There are two
time slots—7:45 A.M.-10:00 A.M. and 9:45 A.M.-12:00 P.M. If you are interested or need more information
about this local mission opportunity, please call or text Sally Kate Collins at (662) 871-3761.
PRAYERS FOR THIS WEEK
Cancer Treatments: Aimee McDonald Burrow, Julie Seiler, Mike Thomas
Homebound: Joe Sheffield, Grace Stamps, Annette Thornton
College Students: Amanda Hillhouse, Carli Hillhouse, Emma Kantack
Weekly Budget: $16,960
YTD Budgeted Income: $510,720

Amount Received 7/25/21: $17,653
YTD Income Received: $548,163
The Session
Rev. Dr. Olin McBride, Moderator
Clerk of the Session, Lisa Nichols

Class of 2022
Steve Bryson
Anne Marie Littrell
Pete McMurry
Mary Pace
Buddy Stubbs
Virginia Tolivar
David Williams

Class of 2023
Kirk Biddle
Susan Boone
Amy Fagan
Mitzi Moore
Aubrey Patterson, Jr.
Grayson Robbins
Debra Robison

Class of 2024
Kim Burleson
Cindy Faucette
Leslie Geoghegan
Michael Gratz Jr.
Chauncey Godwin
Alice Rogers
Mike Thomas
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Dr. Ray Harris, Organist
Danielle Frerer Ratliff, Director of Elementary and Youth Choirs
Nannette Comer, Church Librarian
Margaret Anne Murphey, Music Librarian
Helen Curtis, Church Secretary
Kay Stanford, Financial Secretary
Eddie Baker, Maintenance Superintendent
Joyce Richardson, Housekeeper
Rev. M. McCoy Franklin, Pastor Emeritus
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