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                             Kettering, Ohio   

             March 20, 2022 
 



FAIRMONT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
                Order of Service for the Worship of God 

  
Fairmont Presbyterian Church nurtures and guides people to live inspired lives. 
                                                                               

March 20, 2022 
10:30am 

                                                                      3rd Sunday in Lent 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
The Session has changed Fairmont’s responses to the COVID-19 risk in our community: 
  
1.    Wearing of protective masks is optional but not required at Fairmont Church. Masks are available at    
       all entrances. 
2.    If you are currently experiencing flu-like symptoms, we invite you to stay home and join us online. 
3.    While preschool is in session (Monday-Friday 8:30-12:00) we require masks to be worn in the pre- 
       school area and whenever close to preschool students. 
  
Welcome and Announcements                                                                Rev. Brian Maguire  
 
Prelude                                                 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus                                               Paul Manz                                               
                                            
Call to Worship  
        Leader:        May God be gracious to us and bless us and shine upon us,  
        People:       that your way may be known upon earth, your saving power among all nations. 
        Leader:        Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 
        People:       Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity  
                            and guide the nations upon earth.  
        Leader:        Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 
  
Hymn #435                                      There’s a Wildness in God’s Mercy                                           In Babilone 
 
1 There's a wideness in God's mercy, 
like the wideness of the sea. 
There's a kindness in God's justice, 
which is more than liberty. 
There is no place where earth's sorrows 
are more felt than up in heaven. 
There is no place where earth's failings 
have such kindly judgment given. 
 
2 For the love of God is broader 
than the measures of the mind. 
And the heart of the Eternal 
is most wonderfully kind. 
If our love were but more faithful, 
we would gladly trust God's Word, 



and our lives reflect thanksgiving 
for the goodness of our Lord.  
 
Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                          Rev. Kelley Shin                                                                                                                
        Patient and compassionate God, you are always more willing to forgive and embrace than    
        we are to confess and accept.  We hold our hurts, pains, jealousies, and shame tighter than  
        we hold your love.  We do not forgive each other as you forgive us.  We ask you to forgive  
        our failures of nerve, faith, and heart.  Forgive us our sin.  Replace our anxious hearts with  
        the generosity of your love that we may live with our hearts open to you and to all your chil- 
        dren...(time for silent prayer)...Amen. 
  
Assurance of Pardon  
 
*Congregational Response #576                  Lord, Have Mercy                                                        Singapura 

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy on us. 
 
Passing of Christ’s Peace   
        Leader:        The peace of Christ be with you. 
        People:        And also with you. 
 
Time with Our Children                                                                                                           Loralei Harding                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
 
Anthem                                               Behold the Lamb of God                                                  by John Behnke 
                                                                 The Chancel Choir     
Behold! Behold! Behold, behold the Lamb of God, behold the Lamb of God, Lamb of God, behold the 
Lamb, the Lamb, the Lamb, behold the Lamb of God. Behold the Lamb of God, behold the Lamb of God 
that takes away, that takes away, that takes away the sin, the sin, the sin of the world, the sin of the world, 
that takes away, the sin of the world, that takes away the sin of the world. Behold! Behold! Behold, behold 
the Lamb of God, behold the Lamb of God, Lamb of God, behold the Lamb, the Lamb, the Lamb, behold 
the Lamb of God.  
                                                        
Prayer for Illumination 
        Leader:        Blessed are you Eternal One our God, sovereign of the world.  
        People:       In ancient days you spoke and created your people.  
        Leader:        Today let your Word and words come alive in us.  
        People:       So that we can live into your story with meaning, purpose, and hope.  
        Leader:        We ask this in the name of Jesus, our teacher.  Amen.  
 
Scripture                                                                                                                                Genesis 45:1-15 
 
Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all those who stood by him, and he cried out, “Send 
everyone away from me.” So no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself known to his 
brothers. 2And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard 
it. 3Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not answer 
him, so dismayed were they at his presence. 4Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And 
they came closer. He said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5And now do not be 



distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve 
life. 6For the famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in which there will 
be neither plowing nor harvest. 7God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to 
keep alive for you many survivors. 8So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has made me a father 
to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. 9Hurry and go up to my father and 
say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not 
delay. 10You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your 
children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. 11I will provide for you there—
since there are five more years of famine to come—so that you and your household, and all that you have, 
will not come to poverty.’ 12And now your eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see that it is my own 
mouth that speaks to you. 13You must tell my father how greatly I am honored in Egypt, and all that you 
have seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.” 14Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and 
wept, while Benjamin wept upon his neck. 15And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after 
that his brothers talked with him. 
 
        Leader:        The Word of the Lord. 
        People:       Thanks be to God.      
 
Sermon                                                               Come Closer                                          Rev. Brian Maguire         
               
Hymn #445                                              God, How Can We Forgive                                                       Leoni 
 
1 God, how can we forgive 
when bonds of love are torn? 
How can we rise and start anew, 
our trust reborn? 
When human loving fails 
and every hope is gone, 
your love gives strength beyond our own 
to face the dawn. 
 
2 When we have missed the mark, 
and tears of anguish flow, 
how can you still release our guilt, 
the debt we owe? 
The ocean depth of grace 
surpasses all our needs. 
A priest who shares our human pain, 
Christ intercedes. 
 
3 Who dares to throw the stone 
to damn another's sin, 
when you, while knowing all our past, 
forgive again? 
No more we play the judge, 
for by your grace we live. 



As you, O God, forgive our sin, 
may we forgive. 
 
Affirmation of Faith                                     The Apostles’ Creed                               
        I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his    
        only son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
        suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the   
        third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right     
        hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the    
        dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the   
        forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Pastoral Prayer (concluding with the Lord’s Prayer) 
        Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,     
        on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we     
        forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the     
        kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  
 
Doxology Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 

  Praise God above, Ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
  
Invitation of Discipleship 
 
Anthem                                                           Broken Vessels                                                  by Mitchell Eithun 
                                                                                                                                      
*Prayer of Commitment 
 
Hymn #449                                  Show Us, O Lord, Your Steadfast Love                                             Mendon 
   
1 Show us, O Lord, your steadfast love, 
and let your saving grace be near; 
when we return with open hearts 
the Lord speaks peace and we will hear. 
 
2 Mercy and truth at last have met; 
justice and peace are reconciled. 
Truth has arisen from the earth; 
justice looked down from heaven and smiled. 
 
3 Lord, you will grant prosperity; 
our land will yield its full increase. 
Justice shall go before your face; 
the pathway for your feet is peace. 
 
Charge and Benediction 
 
Postlude                                                             Fantasia                                                              John Lee 



                                           (Music and words are used with permission of CCLI License #930368 
 Bulletin Cover Art: Joseph Converses with his Brother Judah, James Tissot, 1896-1902 

 
Within the Fellowship 

 
For prayer concerns or if you would like to be part of the Email Prayer Chain Team, please contact:  
Rev. Kelley Shin at kshin@fairmontchurch.org. 
 
For emergencies, contact Rev. Brian Maguire at (937) 269-2864 or Rev. Kelley Shin at (937) 751-0752. 

 
Announcements 

 
Lenten School, shared with our friends from Hilliard United Methodist Church Evenings at 7:00 p.m. 
on Zoom. 
  
     Tuesday Nights:  Soul Stories-Reading imaginatively with artists and children (Lead by Hilliard.) 
     Wednesday Nights:  Lectio Divina-Reading contemplatively with mystics (Lead by Hilliard and Fairmont.)               
     Thursday Nights:  Beth Midrash (house of study)-Reading critically with scholars (Lead by Fairmont.)  
 
Texts for each week of Lenten School: 
          
     Week Three (March 22-24)         Exodus 1              Alternatives to Bondage  
     Week Four (March 29-31)         Exodus 3              The Burning Bush 
     Week Five (April 5-7)          Exodus 4-5  Let My People Go  
 
Fourth Friday Pizza Gathering 
Fairmont Fourth Friday Pizza Gathering will meet in-person on Friday, March 25, 2022, at 6:00 p.m. We will 
meet in the Fellowship Hall and share a meal of pizza, salad, and drinks (allergy safe). Watch for an email 
from Pastor Kelley with final details.  
  
Palm Sunday Children’s Choir 
We are so excited to announce the return of our children’s choir for Palm Sunday! Our song will be learned 
during home, online, and in-person practices. 
More information to come in Kidz Korner emails! 
  
Easter Egg Hunt 
Fairmont’s annual Easter Egg Hunt will return April 9th at 10:30am! We will not be advertising this to the 
community, but children are welcome to bring their friends. Join us for crafts, activities, and an egg hunt 
followed by a hot dog lunch! 
Volunteers are needed! Please reach out to Loralei Harding if you would like to help! 
 
Vacation Bible School 2022 
Save the date! 
VBS returns June 13th - 17th 
9:00am - 11:30am 
Contact Loralei Harding to volunteer. 
More information to come! 

mailto:kshin@fairmontchurch.org


Brian’s Nerdy Bible History Notes 
 

The whole story of Joseph and his brothers is set in the context of the Late Bronze Age, c. 1500-1200 
BC.  New Kingdom Egypt was the preeminent power throughout the land of Canaan and many Canaanite 
city states were Pharaoh’s vassals.  We also know from Egyptian records that Canaanites regularly 
journeyed to Egypt especially during times of drought and famine.  The Canaanites provided the Egyptians 
with a ready labor supply, and when taken as prisoners of war, slaves. 
We also know from the Egyptian inscriptions that the entire region was affected by periodic droughts that 
impacted food production both in the Nile Valley and in Canaan.  Some of these droughts are recorded to 
have lasted at least seven years.  The droughts in Joseph’s story are quite plausible. 
Around the year 1187 BC we see a whole new pattern emerge.  International trade and exchange in 
currency disappears.  Many cities in Canaan are abandoned.  New construction disappears throughout the 
Nile Valley.  The Egyptians record invasions and waves of mass migrations.  Older civilizations like the 
Mycenaean Greeks (think Trojan War), Hittites, and the Mitanni disappear from the archeological 
record.  Something happened to plunge the world into a “dark age” that marks the end of the Bronze 
Age.  That something was most likely a prolonged climactic change like a drought impacting all the 
civilizations of the Ancient Near East. 
Out of the rubble of the Bronze Age and the power vacuum left by the now inward focused Egyptian and 
Mesopotamian civilizations, a small new nation is able to emerge: Israel. 
We really do not know when Joseph and his brother would have sojourned in Egypt, but we do know why 
they might have been of some concern to the Egyptians.  Canaanite peoples, collectively referred to as the 
Hyksos, conquered and ruled Egypt (at least the Northern parts) between the years 1650-1550 BC.  This 
was the first time that Egypt was ruled over by anyone other than Egyptians and shocked the entire 
Egyptian nation and state.  This century of Canaanite rule marks the end of the Middle Kingdome in Egypt 
and led to the reorganization of Egypt into the New Kingdom.  Under the New Kingdom, Egypt for the first 
time in its history, pursued an imperialist foreign policy both conquering and allying itself with city states 
throughout Canaan and Syria.  One of those city states was the home of the Jebusites and would later be 
called Jerusalem.   
 
 
 

Worship Staff 
 
Pastor/Head of Staff  Brian Maguire: bmaguire@fairmontchurch.org 
Associate Pastor Kelley Wehmeyer Shin: kshin@fairmontchurch.org 
Children’s Ministry Coordinator   Loralei Harding: lharding@fairmontchurch.org 
Director of Music                                                                                               Vicki Ramga: vramga@fairmontchurch.org 
Praise and Worship Leader  Coleman Clark: cclark@fairmontchurch.org 
Church Organist  Judy Bede: JMusic122@gmail.com 
3705 Far Hills Avenue   Phone: 937-299-3539 
Dayton, Ohio 45429 Fax: 937-299-5974 
office@fairmontchurch.org www.fairmontchurch.org 
Facebook: Fairmont Presbyterian Church, Kettering, OH                                                              twitter:@fairmontchurch                                                          
Instagram: fairmontpresbyterianchurch 
 
 



 



 



 



 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


