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FAIRMONT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Order of Service for the Worship of God

Fairmont Presbyterian Church nurtures and guides people to live inspired lives.
June 13, 2021
10:30am
3rd Sunday after Pentecost
______________________________________________________________________
Welcome and Announcements
Prelude

Rev. Brian Maguire
Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee

Robert Hobby

Call to Worship (Psalm 24)
Leader:
Lift up your heads, O gates and be lifted up, O ancient doors that the King
of glory may come in. Who is the King of glory?
People:
The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, mighty in battle.
Leader:
Lift up your heads, O gates and be lifted up, O ancient doors that the
King of glory may come in. Who is this King of glory?
People:
The LORD of hosts, is the King of glory.
Leader:
Come then and let us worship the LORD our King!
Hymn 827

O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright

1 O Morning Star, how fair and bright!
You shine with God’s own truth and light,
aglow with grace and mercy!
Of Jacob’s line, King David’s son,
our Lord and Savior, you have won
our hearts to serve you only!
Lowly, holy!
Great and glorious, all victorious,
rich in blessing!
Rule and might o’er all possessing!
2 Lord, when you look on us in love,
at once there falls from God above
a ray of purest pleasure.
Your word and Spirit, flesh and blood
refresh our souls with heavenly food.
You are our dearest treasure!
Let your mercy
warm and cheer us! O draw near us!
For you teach us
God’s own love through you has reached us.

Wie Schön Leuchtet

3 What joy to know, when life is past,
the Lord we love is first and last,
the end and the beginning!
He will one day, O glorious grace,
transport us to that happy place
beyond all tears and sinning!
Amen! Amen!
Come, Lord Jesus! Crown of gladness!
We are yearning
for the day of your returning.
Prayer of Confession (in unison)
Rev. Kelley Shin
God of testing and promise, we confess that we have failed to keep your covenant. We
surrender our lives and our hopes to the allure of honor and the trap of shame. We fail to
imagine your Kingdom and so we despair amid the failed kingdoms and institutions we have
made. We reject your prophets and then wonder what Truth is. Forgive us our failings and
distractions. Forgive our sin. Dwell not on our shortcomings but what we may yet become
through Jesus Christ your Son. Stir our hearts, broken they may be, to new life and new hope
in your Kingdom...(silent prayer)...Amen.
Assurance of Pardon
Congregational Response #581
Glory Be to the Father
Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.
Passing of Christ’s Peace
We ask you to remain seated and share Christ’s peace through your words and your eyes, not your hands
and hugs.
Leader:
People:

The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

Time with Our Children
Anthem

Children will remain seated in the pews for the Children’s Time.
Who’ll Be a Witness
The Chancel Bell Choir

Loralei Harding
Sondra K. Tucker

Prayer for Illumination
Scripture Reading

Mark 6:14-29

King Herod heard of [Jesus’ ministry], for Jesus’ name had become known. Some were saying, “John the
baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this reason these powers are at work in him.” But others
said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” But when Herod heard of

it, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.”
For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison on account of
Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had married her. For John had been telling Herod, “It is
not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” And Herodias had a grudge against him and wanted to kill
him. But she could not, for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he
protected him. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him. But an
opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the
leaders of Galilee. When his daughter Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests;
and the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it.” And he solemnly swore to
her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom.” She went out and said to her mother,
“What should I ask for?” She replied, “The head of John the baptizer.” Immediately she rushed back to the
king and requested, “I want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” The king was
deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse
her. Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring John’s head. He went and
beheaded him in the prison, brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her
mother. When his disciples heard about it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb.
Leader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon

For Want of a Better Ending

Rev. Brian Maguire

Hymn 828

More Love to Thee, O Christ

More Love to Thee

1 More love to thee, O Christ,
more love to thee!
Hear thou the prayer I make
on bended knee.
This is my earnest plea:
more love, O Christ, to thee;
more love to thee,
more love to thee!
2 Once earthly joy I craved,
sought peace and rest.
Now thee alone I seek;
give what is best.
This all my prayer shall be:
more love, O Christ, to thee;
more love to thee,
more love to thee!
3 Then shall my latest breath
whisper thy praise;
this be the parting cry
my heart shall raise.
This still its prayer shall be:

more love, O Christ, to thee;
more love to thee,
more love to thee!
Affirmation of Faith
The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his
only son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the
third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the
dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
Pastoral Prayer (concluding with the Lord’s Prayer)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Doxology

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, Ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Invitation and Prayer of Discipleship
Hymn 836

Abide with Me

1 Abide with me: fast falls the eventide.
The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide!
When other helpers fail and comforts flee,
help of the helpless, O abide with me.
2 Swift to its close ebbs out life's little day;
earth's joys grow dim; its glories pass away;
change and decay in all around I see.
O thou who changest not, abide with me.
3 I need thy presence every passing hour;
what but thy grace can foil the tempter's power?
Who, like thyself, my guide and stay can be?
Through cloud and sunshine, Lord, abide with me.
4 I fear no foe, with thee at hand to bless;
ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness.
Where is death's sting? Where, grave, thy victory?
I triumph still, if thou abide with me.

Eventide

5 Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes;
shine through the gloom and point me to the skies.
Heaven's morning breaks, and earth's vain shadows flee;
in life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.
Charge and Benediction
Postlude

The God of Abraham Praise

Michael Burkhardt

Music and words are used with permission of CCLI License #930368

Within the Fellowship
We welcome Rachel Lammi as our guest organist today.
For prayer concerns or if you would like to be part of the Email Prayer Chain Team, please contact:
Rev. Kelley Shin at kshin@fairmontchurch.org.
For emergencies, contact Rev. Brian Maguire at (937) 269-2864 or Rev. Kelley Shin at (937) 751-0752.
Announcements
There will be a congregational meeting to elect church officers on Sunday, June 27th at 11:30am.
Children's Sunday School Summer Break: Parents, thank you for a successful year+ of virtual activities
in Children's Ministries. We are on summer break from Children's Sunday School. We will resume in the
Fall. More information to come!
If you would like to receive our weekly Kidz Korner emails which contain faith-based printable activities
and information regarding upcoming activities, please email Loralei Harding at
lharding@fairmontchurch.org.
Fairmont Men’s Group: Our Men’s Group will meet this THURSDAY, June 17th at MCL Cafeteria at
11:30am. Please email or call the church office by Wednesday, June 16th by noon so we can let MCL know
how many to expect.
Thursday Evening Bible Study: Join us every Thursday night for Bible Study at 7:30 p.m. on Zoom. Each
week we will be examining the Bible text for the following Sunday. This Thursday we will be exploring Mark
6:30-34, 53-56. Watch for Fairmont’s weekly Beside Still Waters email for the link or here:
Bible Study: Thursday, 7:30pm
Zoom Meeting Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86422990477
Zoom Meeting ID: 864 2299 047
Theology on Tap: Join us for Theology on Tap this Friday, June 18th at 5:00 p.m. on Zoom. Just because
we do not have a bar does not mean we cannot still get together and share. Bring your favorite beverage
and join us for our virtual “Theology on Tap.” Watch for the link in our weekly Beside Still Waters email or
here:

Theology on Tap: Friday, June 18th at 5:00pm
Zoom Meeting Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89247878247
Zoom Meeting ID: 892 4787 8247
May Mission: To support SICSA’s work, the Mission Team is holding a pet supply drive starting now
through mid-June. It’s kitten season, so SICSA is most in need of Tidy Cats litter, Purina Pro Plan wet kitten
food, paper towels, and Amazon gift cards. SICSA has a full Amazon registry at https://a.co/0OC6w69 .
Please bring collected items to the coat room next to the church office.
Worship Staff
Pastor/Head of Staff
Brian Maguire: bmaguire@fairmontchurch.org
Associate Pastor
Kelley Wehmeyer Shin: kshin@fairmontchurch.org
Children’s Ministry Coordinator
Loralei Harding: lharding@fairmontchurch.org
Director of Music
Vicki Ramga: vramga@fairmontchurch.org
Praise and Worship Leader
Jerry Mahn: JerryMahn@gmail.com
Church Organist
Judy Bede: JMusic122@gmail.com
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Phone: 937-299-3539
Dayton, Ohio 45429
Fax: 937-299-5974
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Sermon Notes
The death of John the Baptist is one of the few incidents described in the New Testament that is also
recorded in non Biblical historical accounts. The Jewish historian Flavius Josephus (37-c. 100) wrote a
history of the Jewish people called The Jewish Antiquities some time around 93-94. In his history he
recounted the Herod Antipas’s execution of John the Baptist. Excerpts from Book 18 of The Antiquities are
listed below:
Now some of the Jews thought that the destruction of Herod's army came from God as a just punishment of
what Herod had done against John, who was called the Baptist.
For Herod had killed this good man, who had commanded the Jews to exercise virtue, righteousness
towards one another and piety towards God. For only thus, in John's opinion, would the baptism he
administered be acceptable to God, namely, if they used it to obtain not pardon for some sins but rather the
cleansing of their bodies, inasmuch as it was taken for granted that their souls had already been purified by
justice.
Now many people came in crowds to him, for they were greatly moved by his words. Herod, who feared
that the great influence John had over the masses might put them into his power and enable him to raise a
rebellion (for they seemed ready to do anything he should advise), thought it best to put him to death. In
this way, he might prevent any mischief John might cause, and not bring himself into difficulties by sparing
a man who might make him repent of it when it would be too late.
Accordingly, John was sent as a prisoner, out of Herod's suspicious temper, to Machaerus, the castle I
already mentioned, and was put to death. Now the Jews thought that the destruction of his army was sent
as a punishment upon Herod, and a mark of God's displeasure with him.

