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FAIRMONT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
                Order of Service for the Worship of God 

  
Fairmont Presbyterian Church nurtures and guides people to live inspired lives. 
                                                                               

March 27, 2022 
10:30am 

                                                                      4th Sunday in Lent 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
The Session has changed Fairmont’s responses to the COVID-19 risk in our community: 
  
1.    Wearing of protective masks is optional but not required at Fairmont Church. Masks are available at    
       all entrances. 
2.    If you are currently experiencing flu-like symptoms, we invite you to stay home and join us online. 
3.    While preschool is in session (Monday-Friday 8:30-12:00) we require masks to be worn in the pre- 
       school area and whenever close to preschool students. 
  
Welcome and Announcements                                                                Rev. Brian Maguire  
 
Prelude                                                                Pavane                                                          Paul Drayton                              
                    
Call to Worship (Psalm 105)                                                                                         Rev. Dr. Lisa M. Hess 
        Leader:        O give thanks to the Lord, call on God’s name, make known God’s deeds among the  
                            peoples.  
        People:       Remember the wonderful works God has done; miracles and the judgments  
                            God uttered, O children of Jacob, you chosen ones. 
        Leader:        When they were few in number, of little account, and strangers in the land,  
        People:       The Lord allowed no one to oppress them and rebuked kings on their account,  
                            saying, ‘Do not touch my anointed ones; do my prophets no harm.’ 
        Leader:        And the Lord made the people very fruitful, and made them stronger than their foes,  
                            remembering God’s holy promise. Come let us worship the Lord, our deliverer. 
 
Hymn #662                                     Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies                                               Ratisbon 
 
1 Christ, whose glory fills the skies; 
Christ, the true, the only light; 
Sun of Righteousness, arise; 
triumph o'er the shades of night; 
Dayspring from on high, be near; 
Daystar, in my heart appear. 
 
2 Dark and cheerless is the morn 
unaccompanied by thee; 
joyless is the day's return 
till thy mercy's beams I see; 
till they inward light impart, 



cheer my eyes and warm my heart. 
 
3 Visit then this soul of mine; 
pierce the gloom of sin and grief; 
fill me, radiancy divine; 
scatter all my unbelief; 
more and more thyself display, 
shining to the perfect day.  
 
Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                           
        Holy one of Israel, we fear and we doubt. We forget your work and your ways. We fail to follow    
        and we fail to trust. We lose patience and turn from you to masters of our own making. But  
        Pharaoh and Caesar lead us only to slavery and death. In you alone is life and light. Come to  
        us once more. Forgive our sin and change us, wiping us clean of all that does not lead to you  
        so that, liberated from our old chains, we may step forward in courage as citizens of your  
        Kingdom…(time for silent confession)…Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon  
 
*Congregational Response #576                  Lord, Have Mercy                                                        Singapura 

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy on us. 
 
Passing of Christ’s Peace   
        Leader:        The peace of Christ be with you. 
        People:        And also with you. 
 
Time with Our Children                                                                                                           Loralei Harding                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
 
Anthem                                                          Do You Believe This?                                            by James Biery 

                                                       The Chancel Choir 
Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will 
live, live, live. I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 
live, live, and ev’ry one who lives and believes in me will never die, will never die; and ev’ry one who lives in 
me will never die. I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die; will 
live, even though they die, will live, live, live, live. Do you believe this? Do you believe this?” 
                                                        
Prayer for Illumination 
        Leader:        Blessed are you Eternal One our God, sovereign of the world.  
        People:       In ancient days you spoke and created your people.  
        Leader:        Today let your Word and words come alive in us.  
        People:       So that we can live into your story with meaning, purpose, and hope.  
        Leader:        We ask this in the name of Jesus, our teacher.  Amen.  
 
Scripture                                                                                                                             Exodus 1:1, 1:9-22 
  



Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. . . . 9 He said to his people, “Look, the 
Israelite people are more numerous and more powerful than we. 10 Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, 
or they will increase and, in the event of war, join our enemies and fight against us and escape from the 
land.” 11 Therefore they set taskmasters over them to oppress them with forced labor. They built supply 
cities, Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh. 12 But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied 
and spread, so that the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites. 13 The Egyptians became ruthless in 
imposing tasks on the Israelites, 14 and made their lives bitter with hard service in mortar and brick and in 
every kind of field labor. They were ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed on them. 
  
15 The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah and the other 
Puah, 16 “When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women, and see them on the birthstool, if it is a boy, kill 
him; but if it is a girl, she shall live.” 17 But the midwives feared God; they did not do as the king of Egypt 
commanded them, but they let the boys live. 18 So the king of Egypt summoned the midwives and said to 
them, “Why have you done this, and allowed the boys to live?” 19 The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because 
the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women; for they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife 
comes to them.” 20 So God dealt well with the midwives; and the people multiplied and became very 
strong. 21 And because the midwives feared God, he gave them families. 22 Then Pharaoh commanded all 
his people, “Every boy that is born to the Hebrews you shall throw into the Nile, but you shall let every girl 
live.” 
 
        Leader:        The Word of the Lord. 
        People:       Thanks be to God.      
 
Sermon                                                   They Let the Children Live                                 Rev. Brian Maguire 
 
Hymn #324                                             For All the Faithful Women                                                       Nyland 
 
1 For all the faithful women who served in days of old, 
to you shall thanks be given; to all, their story told. 
They served with strength and gladness in tasks your wisdom gave. 
To you their lives bore witness, proclaimed your power to save. 
2 We praise your name for Miriam, who sang triumphantly 
while Pharaoh’s vaunted army lay drowned beneath the sea; 
for Ruth, who left her homeland and ventured forth in faith, 
who pledged to serve and worship Naomi’s God till death. 
3 We sing of busy Martha, who toiled with pot and pan 
while Mary sat in silence to hear the word again. 
We praise the other Mary, who hastened to the tomb 
and found her Lord arisen, dispelling doubt and gloom. 
4 Lord, hear our praise of Dorcas, who served the sick and poor. 
Her hands were cups of kindness, her heart an open door. 
O God, for saints and servants, our fervent prayer we raise, 
that, faithful in your service, our lives may sing your praise.  
 
Affirmation of Faith                                     The Apostles’ Creed                               
        I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his    
        only son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 



        suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the   
        third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right     
        hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the    
        dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the   
        forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Installation of Parish Associates                                    Rev. Dr. Lisa M. Hess and Rev. Dr. Joni Sancken 
 
Pastoral Prayer (concluding with the Lord’s Prayer)                                                    Rev. Dr. Joni Sancken 
        Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,     
        on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we     
        forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the     
        kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  
 
Doxology Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 

  Praise God above, Ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
  
Invitation of Discipleship 
 
Anthem                                                 The Storm Will Soon Be Over                                  by Joseph M. Martin 

                                                    Amber Voss, soloist 
All who are anxious, all who fear, all who know the falling tear, find in Me your hiding place. Shelter in My 
heart of grace. The storm will soon be over. The storm will soon be over. All who are weary, all who mourn, 
all who long to be reborn, come to Me and rest your soul. Heal your wounds and be made whole. The 
storm will soon be over. The storm will soon be over. All who are lonely, all who fall, wounded pilgrims one 
and all, come, My arms are open wide. In my love and hope, abide. The storm will soon be over. The storm 
will soon be over. The storm will soon be over. The storm will soon be over. Over. Over. 
 
*Prayer of Commitment 
 
Hymn #201                                           A Prophet-Woman Broke a Jar                   How Can I Keep From Singing 
 
1 A prophet-woman broke a jar, 
by Love’s divine appointing. 
With rare perfume she filled the room, 
presiding and anointing. 
A prophet-woman broke a jar, 
the sneers of scorn defying. 
With rare perfume she filled the room, 
preparing Christ for dying. 
 
2 A faithful woman left a tomb 
by Love’s divine commission. 
She saw; she heard; she preached the Word, 
arising from submission. 
A faithful woman left a tomb, 
with resurrection gospel. 



She saw; she heard; she preached the Word, 
apostle to apostles. 
 
3 Though woman-wisdom, woman-truth, 
for centuries were hidden, 
unsung, unwritten, and unheard, 
derided and forbidden, 
the Spirit’s breath, the Spirit’s fire, 
on free and slave descending, 
can tumble our dividing walls, 
our shame and sadness mending. 
 
4 The Spirit knows; the Spirit calls, 
by Love’s divine ordaining, 
the friends we need, to serve and lead, 
their powers and gifts unchaining. 
The Spirit knows; the Spirit calls, 
from women, men and children, 
the friends we need, to serve and lead. 
Rejoice, and make them welcome!  
 
Charge and Benediction 
 
Postlude                                            Give to Our God Immortal Praise                                      David Cherwien   
                                                     
                                           (Music and words are used with permission of CCLI License #930368 

Cover Art: Pharaoh and the Midwives, James Tissot (1900) 
  

Within the Fellowship 
 
For prayer concerns or if you would like to be part of the Email Prayer Chain Team, please contact:  
Rev. Kelley Shin at kshin@fairmontchurch.org. 
 
For emergencies, contact Rev. Brian Maguire at (937) 269-2864 or Rev. Kelley Shin at (937) 751-0752. 

 
Announcements 

 
Today we welcome Rev. Dr. Lisa M. Hess and Rev. Dr. Joni Sancken as Parish Associates of Fairmont 
Presbyterian Church.  The office of Parish Associate is how an ordained minister in specialized ministry 
affiliates with a congregation.  Both Lisa and Joni are professors at United Theological Seminary.  Joni 
teaches preaching and worship.  Lisa teaches spirituality, pastoral care and interreligious studies.  While 
Parish Associates are not members of the Fairmont staff, they actively and generously share many gifts for 
ministry with our community.  We are so pleased to recognize their commitment to Christ through our 
community.   
 
Lenten School, shared with our friends from Hilliard United Methodist Church Evenings at 7:00 p.m. 
on Zoom. 

mailto:kshin@fairmontchurch.org


     Tuesday Nights:  Soul Stories-Reading imaginatively with artists and children (Lead by Hilliard.) 
     Wednesday Nights:  Lectio Divina-Reading contemplatively with mystics (Lead by Hilliard and Fairmont.)               
     Thursday Nights:  Beth Midrash (house of study)-Reading critically with scholars (Lead by Fairmont.)  
 
Texts for each week of Lenten School: 
           
     Week Four (March 29-31)         Exodus 3              The Burning Bush 
     Week Five (April 5-7)          Exodus 4-5  Let My People Go  
 
Theology on Tap: Join us for Theology on Tap this Friday, April 1st at 5:00 p.m. on Zoom. Just because 
we do not have a bar does not mean we cannot still get together and share. Bring your favorite beverage 
and join us for our virtual “Theology on Tap.”  Watch for the link in our weekly Beside Still Waters email or 
here:      

  Theology on Tap:  Friday, April 1st at 5:00pm      
                                  Zoom Meeting Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86580191783 
                                  Zoom Meeting ID: 865 8019 1783 
  
Palm Sunday Children’s Choir 
Palm Sunday, our Children’s Choir will share a musical offering during 10:30am worship. Please join us as 
they share the message of God’s love and peace through singing!  
 
Easter Egg Hunt 
Fairmont’s annual Easter Egg Hunt will return April 9th at 10:30am! We will not be advertising this to the 
community, but children are welcome to bring their friends. Join us for crafts, activities, and an egg hunt 
followed by a hot dog lunch! 
 
Vacation Bible School 2022 
Save the date! 
VBS returns June 13th - 17th 
9:00am - 11:30am 
Contact Loralei Harding to volunteer. 
More information to come! 
 

Worship Staff 
 
Pastor/Head of Staff  Brian Maguire: bmaguire@fairmontchurch.org 
Associate Pastor Kelley Wehmeyer Shin: kshin@fairmontchurch.org 
Children’s Ministry Coordinator   Loralei Harding: lharding@fairmontchurch.org 
Director of Music                                                               Vicki Ramga: vramga@fairmontchurch.org 
Praise and Worship Leader  Coleman Clark: cclark@fairmontchurch.org 
Church Organist  Judy Bede: JMusic122@gmail.com 
3705 Far Hills Avenue   Phone: 937-299-3539 
Dayton, Ohio 45429 Fax: 937-299-5974 
office@fairmontchurch.org www.fairmontchurch.org 
Facebook: Fairmont Presbyterian Church, Kettering, OH                              twitter:@fairmontchurch                                                                                                     
Instagram: fairmontpresbyterianchurch 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86580191783


Brian’s Nerdy Bible Notes 
 

Today we turn our attention in the Great Story of God’s people to the second book of the Bible: 
Exodus.  Exodus provides perhaps the most dramatic and universal of all the narratives in the 
Hebrew scripture, recounting a people who have been shackled and weighed down by bondage 
and oppression liberated and delivered into a new life of freedom.  But the story does not end with 
freedom.  Most of Exodus describes what comes next.  What should we do with our 
freedom?  How should we behave?  How should we relate to each other and God?  And how 
should we organize our community?  These are the hard questions that face every free person and 
people in every age. 
 
Exodus is also the point in the Biblical narrative where the Great Story emerges into world 
history.  The Book of Exodus make specific claims about specific social and political events in a 
particular time and space instead of some generic long time ago and far away.  That specific 
context requires us to understand something about history in order to appreciate what is going on 
in Exodus. 
 
So, when is Exodus set?  That is a hard question to answer because the Bible gives no 
dates.  There were 11 Pharaohs named Ramses so that does not really help.  The latest possible 
date for the Exodus is at the end of the thirteenth century BC.  There is an inscribed victory 
monument erected by the Egyptian Pharaoh Merneptah that extols his military victories over a 
number of Canaanite city state.  At the end of the roll of conquests it lists one small tribe, not a 
nation, not a city, but a people who the Egyptians defeated.  The name of that people was 
Israel.  The Merneptah Stele, dated to right around 1208 BC is the earliest non-Biblical mention of 
Israel.  Because there are a people in the Judean hills called Israel by 1208 BC, the Exodus had to 
happen around or before that.   
 
At the earlier end of possible dates, before about 1270 BC Egypt effectively controlled all of 
Canaan.  New Kingdom Egypt was an imperialistic superpower of the late Bronze Age.  Egypt was 
not just in Egypt.  Egypt militarily controlled Canaan.  So, the Hebrews could not “escape” Egypt by 
going to Canaan.   
 
So, my best guess is that Exodus happens sometime between 1270-1208 BC.  What makes that 
interesting is that the Pharaoh’s during that time were a rather paranoid bunch because of Egypt’s 
national history.  A century or so before, Syrian and Canaanite migrants had effectively taken over 
Lower (Northern) Egypt and ruled the Nile Delta for about a century.  In order to prevent this ever 
happening again, the New Kingdom Pharaohs adopted and expansionist and forward deployed 
security strategy occupying all of Canaan and much of Syria all the way up to the Euphrates River. 
And just in case you were wondering, no the Hebrews did not build the great pyramids.  The 
pyramids were already about 1500 years old when the Exodus happened.  
 
 



 
  
 
 
 



 



 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


